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PART 1. 


A- HISTORICAL RETROSPECT OF THE PROVINCE OF NIMAR. 


No. 1. 

LIEUTENANT EVANS’ REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION OE NIMAR. 


No. G99 OP 1852. 


From 


To 


Sir, 


11. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire,/ 

Resident at Indore. 


W. Muir, Esquire, 

Secretary to the Govt., N. JV. P. 

Dated Indore Residenrij, l.s/ June 18.') 2. 


Considering it most desirable, before Captain Evans vacated 
liis appointment as Political Assistant in Nimar, that he should place on 
record what had been done for the improvement of the province, and 
what was in progress, I requested that officer to furnish a report for re- 
cord, which he accordingly did, and of which I have now the honor to 
transmit a copy. 

2nd. The Honorable the Court of Directors in a dispatch bearing 
date the 16th April ISd'S, (No. 3, ) para. 49, specially noticed the then 
condition of Nimar of which little was then known. 

B 
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3rd. Oil the occasion of transmitting Captain Evans’ report, it oc- 
curred to me that it might be advantageous to draw up from official re- 
cords a succinct narrative of the measures which had been adopted to 
restore the prosperity of this valuable tract of country. With this view, 
I have prepared the annexed -‘Note on the Province of Nimar," with 
some Statistical tables which I trust will be useful, not only as showing 
the exertions which have been made in furtherance of the great object 
of ameliorating the condition of the people generally, but also as afford- 
ing data for future comparison. 


Indore Residency, 

The Is/ June 185*2. 


} 


I have the honor to be, &c., 

R. N. C. HAMILTON, 

Resident, 


From 


To 


No. 57 of 1853. 

Lieut, H. L. Evans, 

Political Assistant in Nimar, 

R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 


Sir, 


Dated Camp Asmrgurh, 6th Feby, 185J. 


When in your Camp at DurasS, I had the honor to receive 
your verbal directions to make, before leaving the district, a .short 
resume of what has been done in Nimar during the la.st seven years’ and 
in accordance therewith beg to submit the following. 

2. When Captain Freneh received charge of the Nimar Agency 
in February 1815, he was the only Executive Officer, and had the whole 
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work on his hands. Having had charge myself of it for the six months 
previous, after the departure of Colonel Outram, 1 can speak from expe- 
rience, that few men single-handed could do much more than keep busi- 
ness from accumulating, the current work in fact; and any departure from 
the sudder station for a few weeks tour in the districts, although abso- 
lutely necessary, was attended with much inconvenience and much ar- 
rears. 


3. Captain French, however, having obtained your encouragement 
and support continued, besides doing this regular routine, to commence 
in ISIS several large public works, such as the Simrole and Asseer ghauts, 
several tanks and weirs, clearing the thoroughfares of jungle, &c. and 
obtaining information as to the working of the revenue system then in 
force. By the public works commenced at your suggestion during a 
time of famine, many people were saved fronr starvation, and the money 
spent was of permanent benefit both ways, to the people who actually 
received it, and to the district. The rainy season of 1844 was a very 
bad one, and that of 1845 if possible more unfavorable ; and but for the 
employment systematically afforded, many must have perished or left the 
district. 


4. In the following year, 184G, having obtained the appointment of a 
Deputy Collector, the late Mr. T. Conlan, Captain French was enabled 
to devote more of his lime to a revision of the revenue system, and to 
the public works. Many tanks and weirs, of which a memo.* accompanies, 
were constructed ; the road works (^Simrole and Asseer ghauts) pushed 
on, and a fresh road to Mundatta on the Nerbudda, the great place for 
pilgrimage for Hindoos commenced, by public subscription, raised by his 
own personal exertions. Captain French enlisted in these works Lieut. 
Burke, the Executive Engineer at Mhow, and Lieut. Keatinge, of the 
Artillery, now Assistant Superintendent, both of whom rendered much 
assistance gratuitously. 

5. It is impossible for one who has not known the country, both 
before and since, to form a fair estimate of what has been done. The 
revenue system was one which pressed heavily on some classes of the 


* Thif memo, hat been omitted, its detail not being regarded at necettary 


for thit pubiicHtion. 
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people, owing to the pergunnah establishment not being sufficiently strong 
to enable the accuracy of all claims, whether for remission on account of 
want of rain, or faulty measurement, or what not, to be properly tested ; 
the consequence was, that much had been necessarily done almost by 
guess work, and many of the renters were very hardly pressed ; whilst 
others got off cheap. Those who were pressed, in their turn came down 
upon the cultivators ; land was thrown out of cultivation ; and much dis- 
tress caused. Captain French permitted all renters who wished, to throw 
up their leases, and very many took advantage of the permission. The 
land was then all re-measured and re-assessed ; the assessment being made 
in each village by a punchayut of Patails and cultivators of the other 
villages, and year by year for four years has the Jumabundee been made 
by the European officers personally, and every complaint promptly en- 
quired into and settled. 

6. The revenue of course fell off nominally, though not in reality, 
as fewer arrears remained, but much more land is now under cultivation 
than in 1845, and 114 villages have been re-settled in these seven years. 
The people universally liked the Khalsa system ; the demand w^as reduc- 
ed, and what is more, was more equally distributed ; complaints attended 
to; Tuccavee advances made free of interest ; and remission, when grant- 
ed, giveir where required, not indiscriminately. It has prepared them for 
the introduction of the new Settlement now carrying on. 

7. Another great work accomplished by Captain French, was the 
abolition of the vexatious and oppressive Syer dues, and of many village 
imposts, which were annoying and hateful to the people. I did think that 
it would have been better, situated as wc are, surrounded on the better 
part of three sides at all events by foreign states, to have modified them 
into a toll, and applied them to the construction of roads, for which pur- 
pose, and the building of serais and wells, planting of trees, &c. for the 
convenience of merchants and travellers, these dues were originally intend- 
ed; and, if native traditioii speak truth, were actually expended. But 
though their abolition was coinplete. Government has since permitted the 
levy of tolls for the making and repairing of roads, and our Road Fund 
now amounts to Rs. 10,000 per aimuin, more or less, all items included. 

8. Having obtained an increase to the pergunnah establishment. 
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Captain French instituted regular pergunnah monthly reports of civil 
and criminal cases ; disposed of petitions, &c. thereby keeping an easy 
superintendence over the local officers (Koomashdars.) The mode of ad- 
ministering justice in civil cases has been very simple; most of those,, 
which the local official has been unable to settle, are tried on the spot, 
where all the inhabitants are assembled. Many are settled in a few hours 
by punchayut and others vivil voce ; few natives of the agricultural dis- 
tricts but can be got to speak the truth when before all their brethren 
and acquaintances. Often the simple affirmation or denial of one party 
is accepted by the other as sufficient. But had not Government granted 
assistance by giving a Deputy Collector and Asistant Superintendent, 
what I have above stated as the custom, could not have been done, as it 
takes time which could not have been formerly spared. 

9. The good effected by the construction of the many tanks and 
weirs is incalculable. Wells are kepi filled, and drinking water, formerly 
in some places scanty, secured to the inhabitants. Many, as 1 have above 
mentioned, were saved from starvation, by being employed on these 
works and the roads; and the personal interest evinced by Captain 
French gave the people heart, by letting them see that Government had 
other objects in view, besides that of squeezing the last rupee from 
them ; and that it only required to have their urgent wants properly made 
known to ensure their being attended to by Government. 

10. Nimar was famous, I should say infamous, for its deficiency in 
means of communication. The passes into Malwa and Khandeish, ex- 
cept the Sindvvah ghaut, were in a state of utter and complete disrepair. 
I passed up the Simrole ghaut in January 18S9, and again in 1811, both 
times with troops, and the labour in getting up the baggage was exces- 
sive. Captain French, as mentioned in para. 1, commenced its repair with 
funds furnished, on your representations, by the Scindia and Jlolkar’s 
Governments. This work we have steadily kept, and in 1849 com- 
menced making the road between Simrole and Asseergurh, being the 
main Indore and Boorhanpore line leading to Berar, the Deccan and 
Khandeish. The Asscer pass ha<l been commenced in 1815, and the 
work has continued progressing as funds were forthcoming. The whole 
distance from the head of the Simrole to Boorhanpore is 100 miles, com- 
prising the passage of two mountain ranges, the Vindhya and Sathpoora, 
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three small rani^os of hills and the Nerbudda river. The ghauts (Simrole 
and Asseer) have been made, if not at as good easy gradients in the 

former as an Engineer would consider 
indispensable, yet easily practicable 
for laden carts. The three small ranges 
(Sinawud, Doorwah and Dusgaun,) 
are excellent, and 39 miles of inter- 
mediate road (34 being entirely new) 
have been made, all but four miles mo- 
riimcd ; some metalled ; many drains 
and falls or slopes of masonry work, several small bridges (8) and one 
large one built, and but 25 miles remain to be made. The Road Fund, 
comprising the one per cent, on revenue granted by Government tolls at 
the ghauts, and a small fee called Chittiawun (and formerly credited to 
Government,) now amounts to 9 or 10,000 per annum, and may be rea- 
sonably expected to increase. 


Amounts rnn/rihuted for Ghnuts anti Itouds from A. D. 
1S45 /o .-f. A 18:>l (cud of.) 

Biiti'ili Govt. incltiilinj> ^si«*or Tolls, .. Rs. 11,812 
British St'india inoludiiig ^inlrulu l olls und 

( liittituMUj, ni9 

Ills ilighnciis llulkar, lO,.)!).') 

Us. .')4,02f) 

And Hs. 10.000 takpn in July atari udvunci* 
U'})ayabl(* in 5 yo.iis. 


11. A new road has been opened, rough as yet, but traversable, to 
Poonassa, a newly settled pergunnah, a distance of 30 miles from the foot 
of the Simrole ghaut, and many minor roads cleared and rendered passable. 


12. Of the many Dliurmshalas, built both on high roads and in 
villages of the main lines, you are fully aware Since 1845, 81 have been 
built: for detail of which vide memo, alluded to in para. 4. In some, 
especially those liuilt during the last four years, the inhabitants iiave paid 
sometimes half, or contributed considerably tow^ardsthe expenses, much 
readiness being shown in subscribing for works of this kind, of which 
the utility to all is so evident. The people meet in them for caste pur- 
poses, dinners, punchayuts, &c., and travellers of all classes are ])ermit- 
ted to use tirem ; many public wells have been built up with masonry, the 
])eoplc bearing half the expense, and contributing labor l)esidcs. I have 
always found them, as did Captain French, ready to subscribe freely ac- 
cording to their means ; witness the handsome hewn stone ghaut, built 
during the last year at Mundlaisir at a cost of Rupees 3000, all of wliicli 
sum, except Rs. 000, came from the Nimar people, and not from Govern- 
ment. This work was set on fool by tlic lale Mr. Conlan, and has been 
largely aided by prison labor, without which it would have cost not un- 
der Rupees GOOD at least. 



• HISTORICAL RETROSPECT OF NIMAR. 


7 


13. A bridge of boats is now just being commenced at the Kheeree 
ghaut, where the Boorhanpore road crosses the Nerbudda. Lieutenant 
Keatinge and myself had often talked over the subject with you, and he 
has now matured the plan which was submitted to you at Goojree 20 
days since. No grant of money is requested from Government, for this or 
other road work, nor have we had any for the last two years. All is done 
from the Road Fund, on the security of which, you this year sanctioned 
an advance of 10,000 Rs. for masonry works repayable in five years by 
instalments. 

The works are all superintended by Lieutenant Keatinge, the 
Assistant Superintendent mentioned in my 4th para., and he lias under 
him nine picked men of the Police Corps, who receive a small extra pay 
according to their acquirements, and learn what they can of the duties 
usually performed by pioneers or men of the corps of Sappers and Mi- 
ners. One can survey ; several can write, and all, when not employed 
on the road actively, are to attend the Mundlaisir school and learn enough 
reading and writing to enable them to read a plainly written perwaneh, 
decipher a plan, and keep accounts. If capable, of course they w^ould 
go further. 

14. I anticipate that the traffic on the Boorhanpore line will be enor- 
mously increased by the establishment of the bridge of boats: even now 
much traffic from Bombay to Malwa passes up it, induced to take this 
route though more circuitous by about 56 miles than that by Sindwah, 
by there being no Sycr dues leviable between Khandeish and Malwa, ex- 
cept His Highness Holkar s, and those at Boorhanpore, which in the ag- 
gregate are about half what is levied on the Sindwah road which pass- 
es through the territories of four Native states, besides Bhoomeea\s and 
others. During the last six years, since the Sycr dues were- abolished, 
and the roads attended to, traffic has quadrupled, as shown by the Chit- 
tiawun returns. 

15. It is^ much to be wished that His Highness Holkar, who only 
owns 16 miles of territory S. of the Nerbudda, would consent to an ar- 
rangement to place the levying of his Syer dues in our hands, we paying 
him a fixed sum, say one half of what they have averaged during the last 
five years, and applying the residue to repair and make the roads for a 
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j)eriod of say ten years, after which, if judged expedient, a fresh arrange- 
ment might he made with a yearly charge for repairs. The advantage 
derived woidd be great. Wc should levy (in one place instead of four, 
as at present,) a non-diflbrential <Uity (instead of as now taking a diffe- 
rent tax on almost every article of produce) at a considerably reduced rate, 
(resting to the increase of traffic to make good the loss so incurred. 
This is the arrangement made, as you are aware, on the Bombay and Agra 
road between Lulore and Sinawud. When passing through Sindwah, 
where the chief part of llis Highness Ilolkar’s dues are levied, the far- 
mer of them com])lained that he was sulfering from the new Poonassa 
road lately opened (ment ioned in my 11th para.) the merchants preferring 
it, though comparatively speaking a bad circuitous route, to the good 
and shorter road on account of the heavy dues levied on the latter. As 
tlie former (Poonassa) becomes better and more worn, the Sinawud dues 
will more and moic decrease, so that the Indore Durbar would be wise to 
come to terms now. The zemindars and other huqdars would of course be 
compensated, as in our own districts. This would make the road settle- 
ment complete, tl\e (iwalior Durbar having agreed to our proposition for 
al)olishiiig the duty called Rahdarec levied at Boorhanporc. 

1(). I will advert again to tlic new Revenue Settlement ; one per- 
gunnah (Kusrawiid) has been finished. It is almost incre- 
dible, the prejudiee there was against it ; for the first 8 
months, whilst the preliminaries were going on, the ])coplo 
would not hear of it; and ultimately the cultivators of only ten villages 
accepted the boon offered them, and that only after an immense amount 
of persuasion. The late Mr. Conlan exerted himself much in that business, 
and by his knowledge of the people and language, was a chief cause of 
our succeeding in introducing it. Now however its benefits to the cultiva- 
tors are recognized, and Kanapoor and Burreah, which I was about to 
e.ommcnce upon, are eager for it. We could not, however, have done it, 
witli half the satisfaction wc can now, had not the villages been held 
Klialsa some years, during which time we have become thoroughly con- 
versant with the minutest details. There will, of coursej be many squab- 
bles, the first few years, hut when giving out the leases three months 
since, I urged on all the people, that if any dispute arose on any point, 
not to argue and quarrel amongst themselves, and so become inveterate, 
but at oucc to come in to me, and have it accommodated. This settle- 
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nient system, had been, as you know, objected to by me, and was under- 
taken by order of the Honorable the Lieutenant Governor N. W. 1*. 

17. Captain French, before leaving in 1847, commenced the intro- 

duction of the in-door labor system in the Mundlaisir Jail. 

Jail Establishment. • t /* 

In the following year, Government sanctioned Rs. 3,000 for 
building workshops, which were constructed at a cost of Rs. 2,114-5-1, 
the balance is still in deposit, to be expended as the establishment increa- 
ses. The average number of convicts during the past five years is shewn 
in the margin ; about half work in the jail, the remainder 
215 are some at Bhopawur, some at Asseergurh, Khundwahand 
1850 ; 320 Poonassa, and the remainder at Mundlaisir with gangs out 

18)1, .. ..345 district in the fair season. The in-door men are 

employed in making country paper, rope, coarse sacking (gunny), dosoo- 
tee, common cloth for their own clothing, blankets, towels, 
carpets and rugs, and the returns annually are shown in 

184S, 810 4 11 ^ , 

9«5 8 -1 the margin. Part of the profit is derived from being enabled 
i83i! 14118 li) 9 to dispense witli some of the burkundazes sanctioned to 
guard convicts working on the roads. We do not find the 
mortality increased by in-door work, though the prisoners dislike it more 
than labor on the roads. 

18. A Dispensary establishment of Rs. 42 per mensem was sanction- 

ed by Government for Kundwah in 1849: the expense in 
*KC(hvaV' building was Rupees 1,455-8-7, of which Government paid 
Rupees 813-6-10, and the people subscribed the remaining. 

Rupees 642-1-9. It is a great 
boon ; scarcely a year passes but 
the district is visited by cholera 
and the returns shoW that a lar- 
ger propoi’tion of those who take 
our medicines recover, than of 
those who are treated by nati ves, 
or take nothing. It may be, 
that they have confidence in 
ours, and undoubtedly such 
confidence is half the battle. 


Itcturu oj Cliult in rases during the years 18,50 and \%b\, tn Ihe 
Khunilivah 'lalook, 1 Pngunnahs. 

/t, n. 1850. 


Crises, 
Ketuvci fd, 
Dud, 



NiOt freHt- 
cil. 

901 

;{()8 

593 


Detail ; CuUivators~tlecea3ed 129, others 558. 


A. D. 1851. 


Cases, 
lte< (jvered, 

Died, •• 


183 

96 

87 


479 

191 

288 


Detail: Cullivatois —deceased 50, others 319. 
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y hyaffM rri Ktinnitn'ah 



^TR’rs End 

I pohre corps 

1 men. 

PrUonei t. 

Villftgorn, 

&c. 

Total. 

iSoptember 1851 

..j 21 

10 

54 

71 

Oitdbd „ 

..1 ai 

10 

6!) 

113 

Kotenihcr „ 

, . 1 25 

8 

48 

76 

l)<*cciitlit*r ,, 

.,j IS 

2 

24 

41 

Jaunftry 1852, 

10 

.5 

. 

39 


108 ' 

.‘H> 

190 

.343 


Fevers too are very prevalent in 
the months from August to 
January inclusive, and some 
from the jungle districts of the 
worst type. All Government 
servants attacked come in to the 
Khundwah Dispensary. 


If). There is one other point which I have had much at heart, viz. 

the re-settlement of the Poonassa pergunnah. Its situation, 
extent, the richness of much of its soil, the mineral and 
“ other products, with which it abounds : iron, fine lime- 

stone, suited for lithographic use, khurreemuttee,* roos, a grass for mak- 
ing the oil so efficacious in rheumatism, of which I have sent supplies to 
many people both in tlie Bombay and Bengal Presidencies ; the beautiful 
Unjun timber, the only wood absolutely impenetrable by white ants — all 
point it out as deserving of attention. 


20. I have, since August 1840, had my sheristadar,Nanoo Bhikajce, 
au excellent man, there, and he has exerted himself to the uttermost, 
getting settlers, rebuilding the town, clearing jungle, and opening out a 
road towards Indore (mentioned in para. 11); this road to run S. E. 
towards Charwar, Ilurda, See. and will, I expect, be much frequented before 
• long, water being plentiful on it, the distance shorter, and Syer dues less 
on it than on that now frequented, which in the dry season is scarcely 
practicable. 


21. The Poonassa, Moondee, Attode, and Sey lance pergunnahs, are 
inhabited chiefly, as far as cultivators arc concerned, by Bheels, Bhula- 
lahs and Koor-koos, a wild jungle tribe: these, Nanoo Bhikajee has exer- 
ted himself to persuade to apply themselves more to agriculture, and of 
a better kind than that which consists in merely raising a scanty crop of 
Indian corn, jowarec or bajrec. He has persuaded them to clear out 
w ells, and gi'ow rice, wheat, gram and sugar-cane, and ^ great advance) 
to commence tiling their houses. He has persuaded tliem also to estab- 
lish carts to carry their produce to market ; and in fact to make them- 
selves more permanent residents than they have hitherto been. 


• A kind of pii)C»cliy U5>ed tocoloui walls of houses.^ 
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22. Captain French was a great advocate for extending education, 

especially the vernacular, amongst the poorer classes, and 
I have endeavoured to follow up what he commenced. To 
Buneeahs and other non-cultivating classes, reading, writ- 
ing, arithmetic, &c. are absolutely necessary, whilst history, geography, 
&c. must, though not so essential, tend to expand their minds ; but 1 should 
like to see every Patel, indeed every cultivator, able to read his receipt 
book, and test the accuracy of his Putwarry’s accounts. Captain French, 
as reported in my letter No. 2t, dated 1st February 1849, established 
native libraries, by subscription amongst the people. It is absurd to 
suppose, that at first they would be much resorted to, or produce much 
effect, but the desire of reading has, I am convinced, increased, and every 
step towards the diffusion of knowledge is a good one. 

23. The village schools I have always examined when moving about 

in the district from place to place, making the examination 
Village Sciiuol^. day a great one, and getting all the natives of the place to 
attend. There was a great want of school books, so 1 pur- 
chased a lithographic press, and a good many books have been printed 
at it. iEsop’s fables, translated into Hindee from Mahratta, by the late 
Mr. Conlan, a translation into Ilindee of Colonel Jervis’ translation into 
Mahratta of the first part of Hutton’s Mathematics, made by the Mund- 
laisir school head pundit, a good man, whom I got from Ahmednug- 
gur from the missionary school, and two little elementary books in 
geography and miscellaneous subjects, by my sheristadar above mention- 
ed, Nanoo Bhikajee. These and several other books, some printed at 
Indore, relieved the pressure, and are now the class books in the schools. 

24. When reporting about the Khundwah fair in 1848, His Honor 

the Lieutenant Governor was pleased to recommend, that 
District Fait*. much attention should be paid to these fairs. There iire 
three large ones held in Nimar, “ Oonkar Mundhatta, ” usual- 
ly early in November, " Singajec,” just after the Dusserah, and “Khund- 
wah ” early in January ; at all these places we have built lines, raised phit- 
forms of masonry for the traders to set their shops on ; these have been 
eagerly bought up, and more called for to be built. There is uo doubt 
but that the attendance at these fairs has increased considerably, and that 
they are of great benefit to the country. I have, A'c. 

H. L. EVANS, 

jMmar Pol. Jgencff, Omp jls^eereurfi,} -n i a 'a -kt 

the m Fcbruurif / Mrouticdt Assistt. Ntmar, 
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Statistical 


Namrs of Districts. I 

1 

j 

Names of Pergnnnnhs. 

1 

No. of Villages. | 

Population. j 

t 

Revenue. ‘ 

1 

1 

WJ 

•rs 

§ 

PQ 

o 

d 

1 No. of Tanks. || 

No. 

\Vc 

ca 

u 

d 

Kucha. 

No. of Dhurumsalas. 

! 

No. of Libraries. ■ 


Muiidlaisir, 

1 

3235 

4480 

1 

1 

4 

20 

5 

0 

£ 

Kusrnwud, 

30 

9642 

29953 

4 

6 

36 

148 

15 

0 


Kanapuor, 

22 

soil 

7390 

1 

9 

11, 

34 

3 

0 


Burrcali, 

14 

4537 

7771 

0 

1 

4 

11 

27 

5 

0 

1 

17 Villages in Asscer, 

ID 

1724 

2310 

0 

0 

! 

7 

29 

2 

0 


Total, 

% 

22149 

51901 

6 

“ 1 

69 

1 

258 

1 

30 

0 


Khiindwah, 

235 

47314 

68496 

■8 

29 

33 

852 

14 

0 


Bunieah, 

104 

2715 

10954 

5 

11 

22 

16 

7 

1 


Dhurgaiim, 

32 

5038 

13273 

2 

‘ 

23 

94 

4 

0 

c. 

y. 

Scglance and Billorah, 

29 

5577 

3581 

0 

5 

2 

84 

7 

0 


Poonassa, 

30 

31 1 5 

1262 

0 

2 

0 

22 

3 

0 












.js 

Attode, 

19 

1728 

1073 

0 

0 

0 

6 

1 

0 

.2 












Moondee, 

28 

1 

3595 

3723 

0 

6 

0 

46 


0 


Asseer, ’ - 

70 

14517 

29216 

2 

3 

63 

82 

6 

1 

1 

Peeplode, 

46i 

6994 

8256 

0 

1 

7 

25 

3 

0 


Bhamgurli, 

35 

5152 

5635 

0^ 

0 

1 

41 

5 

0 


Total, 

628 

103248 

to 

17 

58 

151 

1238 

51 

2 


Grand Total, — 

724 

125394 

197396 

23 

78 

1 

220 

1493 

81 

2 
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Return. 


1 Schools 
and atten- 
1 dance. 

No. of Jaghir Villages. | 

No. of Jaghirdars. | 

Police and Tehsil 
Establishment of Per- 
giinnah. 



No. of schools. 

Teachers. 

Pupils. 

No. of Tebsildary 
Amils and Kar- 
koons. 

No. of Peons. 

Total cost of Estab- 
lishment month- 
ly. 

Staple Products. 

1 

2 

92 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

- 


1 

1 

24 

2_ 

2 

3 

10 

1 12 












Jowar, Zoowar, Tillec, Wheat, Gram, 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

3 

10 

86 


)-Sitg:ir-canp, Opium and Gunja, Un- 










goor (grapes, X:c.) 

1 

1 

22 

1 

1 

4 

10 

140 



0 

0 

0 

" 

0 

1 

6 

45 

J 


3 

4 

138 


5 

11 

36 

110 



8 

9 

259 

4 

4 

9 

35 

391 

N 


1 

1 

29 18 

11 

5 

20 

210 


Jowar, Zoowar, Tillec, Wheat, Gram, 










s-Sugar-cano, Rice, Opium, Gunja, 

1 

1 

20 

2 

1 

3 

9 

110 


Hiildce, Cotton, and Rajra. 

1 

1 

14 

13 

10 

4 

12 

131 

J 


1 

1 

10 

7 

6 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 Jowar, Zoowar, Tillec, Bhadlee and 









1 

1 Khoollera, 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

J 


1 

l\ 

15 

3 

3 

3 

8 

105 



4 

4 

72 

2 

2 

8 

32 

391 












Jowar, Zoowar, Tillee, Rice (Sail), 

o 

2 

35 

17 

8 

5 

19 

190 


^Custaid Apple. 

1 

1 

30 

8 

4 

3 

13 

138 

j 


20 

21 

483 

76 

54 

40 

148 

1678 



23 

25 

621 

81 

59 

51 

184 

2097 
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H. S. EVANS, 

Poll, Assistant in Nimar, 
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Abstract Statement of Expenditure incurred in the Construction of 
Tanks, Bunds, Wells and Dhunmsalus in Nimar, during the seven years 

preceding 1852. 


Ilolkar’s Pergunuahs, 


British Pergunuahs, 


British Scindiah, . . 



Description of Work. 

No. 

Amount. 

r 

Tanks 

13 

9,048 

Of 0 

< 

Bunds 

2 

4,300 

0 0 

( 

Dhurumsalas . . 

10 

4,309 

0 0 

( 

Tanks 

15 

14,947 

0 0 

) 

Bunds 

5 

14,085 

0 0 

) 

Dhurumsalas . . 

24 

(5,587 

0 (} 

i 

Wells 

5 

879 

0 0 

( 

Tanks 

52 

23,502 

0 0 


Bunds 

15 

10,294 

0 0 

) 

Dhurumsalas . . 

51 

13,811 

0 0 

( 

Wells 

19 

4,650 

0 0 
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No. 2. 

NOTE ON THE PROVINCE OF NlMAtt UP TO THE CLOSE OF THE YEAR 

1850-51 or S. 1907. 


Tlie following particulars relative to the province of Nimar are 
drawn from public documents, and are arranged so as to 
PicaniMe. form a consecutive narrative of its administration up to 

the present time. 

2. The first authentic record is to be found in a report by Lieute- 

nant Colonel Smith then in charge of the districts, and 
Fnit I'iscai iiiMory of ^’^^^rs dstc 28th J uiiB 1819. In that report Colonel Smith 

Nimar. obscrvcs, that having brought the accounts of the pergun- 

nahs of Mundlaisir and Kusrawud to a close for the year 
ending 31st May 1819, and having completed the Settlement for the cur- 
rent year, he sulfinits some remarks on the province. 

• 

3. Colonel Smith had anticipated that the districts might yield a 
revenue of Rs. 23 or 24., 000, but Rs. 26,000 had been realised, a sum in 
every re.spect inadequate to the general appearance and condition of the 
country, 

4. It had become a nicasure of policy on our assumption of these 
districts, to lighten, consistently with the interest of Government, the 
burden with which the people had for so many years been oppressed : the 
lands had therefore for the past year been assessed upon a reduced scale 
without reference to former years, in the expectation that before they 
came under settlement, every necessary information might be obtained. 
In this expectation Colonel Smith states himself to have been disappoint- 
ed. Every enquiry he had commenced had been considered by the people 
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as a prelude to some new tax or arbitrary collection ; under this want of 
confidence in, or ignorance of, our real intentions, all classes combined 
to conceal the full extent of the capabilities and the real value of their 
lands. 


5, Colonel Smitli was unable to carry on the measurement of the 
lands, finding after he had commenced it, that it gave great offence and 
disturbed the minds of the people ; in fact, that the measure militated 
against tlie prejudices and customs that prevailed in the province. 

0. An oiler for bringing the whole waste land into immediate cul- 
tivation, provided a settlement for 3 years were made, was accepted with- 
out hesitation, by which arrangement “ the Kaulee* J uma was doubled for 
tlic current, and progressively increased the second ; but the Dewarf 
“ Juma abolished.” Colonel Smith expresses himself as the more satisfied 
“ with this settlement, as he was assured that in the most flourishing 
period ander the Shastry’s managers, tlicse grants never yielded a reve- 
“ nue equal to the assessment now made, and that the ryot is hereby rc- 
lieved from the oppressive contribution knosvn by the name of Kuttra. 
“ So fully sensible are the young Shastry advisers of this settlement be- 
ing advantageous, that I am persuaded in the event of these districts 
“ being restored to that family, no motive would induce them to annul 
the Pottha made on this occasion with the Patail and ryots of the 
“ pergunnah.” 

t 

7. When the pergunnah of Kanapore and Burreah were visited by 
Colonel Smith in July 18J8, they were found to be “ but one continued 

scene of desolation and ruin; all traces of former cultivation had ceased 
to be perceptible, and extensive tracts were observed overgrown with 
jungle, and with the exception of Kanapore, not a dwelling or inhabitant 
“ was to be seen in any part of the country.” In the 15 villages of Kanapore 
on the 1st June 1819, there were reported to be 515 houses of all kinds, 
and a total population of 2754 souls, whilst in the 15 villages of Burreah, 
there were 590 houses and 159() souls. 

8, The revenue settlement for five years gave the sum of Rs. 21,850 


* Land Revenue. 


f Militia Tax. 
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Current 
year emlg 
on the 31 at 
May 1820 

2nd year 
endg. on 
the Slst 
May 1821 

3rd year 
endg. on 
the 31st 
May 1822 

4th year 
endg. on 
the 31st 
May 1823 

5th year 
endg; on 
the 31st 
May 1824 

Kanapore. 

Land Rent, 

1,200 

1,900 

2,588 

8,600 

18,600 

Customs, . . 

100 

100 

100 

800 

800 

Abkaree, • . 

48 

50 

60 

400 

400 

Other taxes, , . 

50 

50 

52 

250 

250 

Nowgaum, 

» 

»i 

850 

1,300 

1,800 

Total Rs... 

1,308 

2,100 

3,050 

11,350 

21,850 

Hurrcah, 

Land Rent, 

52 

550 

1,750 

13,300 

26,200 

Customs, .. 

100 

150 

250 

600 

1,500 

Abkaree, .. 

40 

50 

100 

300 

500 

Other taxes, 

40 

50 

250 

800 

1,800 

Chegaum,.. .. 

1,200 

1,400 

2,100 

t» 

it 

Total Rs. 

1,431 

2,200 

4,450 

15,000 

30,000 


as the total amount for 
Kanaporc for the last year 
(t. c. 182i), and Rs. 30,000 
for Rurreah. 

9. In regard to the 
revenue it is remarked 
“ that there was a reason to 
" believe from the country 
“ being well watered, and 
“ from the fertility of its 
" soil, it will yield, on the 
“ whole of the lands being 
“ reclaimed, more than 


“ what they are now rated at.” From these two pergunnahs being so inter- 
mixed, and surrounded by the possessions of Holkar and Scindia, a ques- 
tion might arise as to their exchange for other more conveniently situated, 
a scheme that Colonel Smith deprecated as exposing those, who had set- 
tled and emigrated to escape oppression, to great risk, hardships and loss, 
which "a change of masters would produce.” 


10. The villages of Nowgaum and Chegaum are added, and the re- 
marks in respect to them 
are here transcribed, the 
Poorundurrah’s claims 
having lately been settled. 

11. The village of 
Nowgaum is annexed to 
Kanapore as it properly 
belonged to it from the 
limits of the one being 
carried to the boundary of the other. I'his village has been considered 
a grant from the Poonah Government to the Poorundurrah family; but 
since our taking possession of the place, now 13 months, no claims 
whatever have been advanced on the part of that family. I have lately 
however made further enquiries into the nature of that grant, as also 
into that of Chegaum which in like manner has been annexed to Rurreah, 
and find that the Poorundurrah family never held them as Enam, but 

n 


Letter Jr^m Secretary to the Government of India^ No, 972, dated dth 
Jpril 1850, 

I am desired by the Governor General in Council, to transmit for your 
information, the accompanying copy of a Despatch from the Chief Sec- 
retary to Government, Bombay, No. 30, dated 15th ultimo, relative to 
the restoration to Chiinnajee Withull Poorumlherry. of the villages of 
Nowgaum and Chegaum, aituated in the Nirnar and Sirkar Dejagud 
Territory, and to direct that you will be pleased to release the villages 
in favor of Chimnajee, and to ascertain from the Political Agent at Ni- 
mar, and report for the information of the Bombay Government, the 
actual amount of the net proceeds re>«li7-e(l from these villages during 
the period they have been under attachment, over and above the ex- 
penses of management. 
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as a " Chakree Budlee Jaghire, ” and consequently upon the principle of 
Mr. Elphinstone’s decision, they can have no just claim to these villages. 

12. To encourage the settling of people, and to secure the thin po- 
pulation, it was found necessary to retain in service the “ jemadars ” on 
monthly pay. Rs. 60 was fixed for “ the Jemadar of Burreah, until the 
“ reaping of the crops of the season of 1819-20, from that period they 
“ were to be entitled to per-centage on the revenues, and to other little 
“ perquisites agreeably to the ancient usages of the country. ” 

13. For the protection of the districts from the incursions of Ghonds 
and Bheels, “ the Jemadar and 30 Gossains, who were originally in the ser- 
vice of the manager, were continued at an expense of 210 Rs. per men- 
sem, these with a karkoon on 10 Rs. and 4 peons at 5 Rs. each, for each 
pergunnah, and a head karkoon as superintendent on 25 rupees, formed 
the entire establishment entertained by the Government. 

14. A gratifying change in the habits of the Bheels was observable ; 
as soon as they found they were relieved from vexatious exactions, they 
engaged in cultivating the soil, and it was hoped would gradually bo in- 
duced to attend the village markets. 

15. Advances in cash, to enable the poorer ryots to supply them- 
selves with cattle, instruments of husbandry, and seed, were, with the 
sanction of the Governor General in Council, made, and no opportunity 
lost to encourage agricultural employment. 

16. These advances were made at the rate of 25 rupees per every 
plough actually worked ; in this manner 400 were set agoing in the dis- 
tricts. The annual advances appear to have been to Ryots 5,655 rupees, 

and it is stated, that lands 
which for 20 years had re- 
mained untilled, were bro- 
ken up and made produc- 
tive : this system of advanc- 
es was found to act most be- 
neficially in settling ryots, 
who otherwise would have 
left the pergunnah. 


Kanapore Pergunnah. Rupees 

Amount of cash advanced to the Kyuts from the 1st of^ 

August 1818 to the 31st May 18 lU as per registered > 525 

Bonds, } 

Village of Nowguum. 

Anioimt of cash advanced to the Ryots from the Isl of 1 

August 1818 to the 31st of May 1819 as per registered > 5.25 

Bonds, ) 

Iturrcnh Pergunnah. 

Amount of cash advanced to the Ryots from the Ist of^ 

July 1818 to the 31st of May 1819 as per registered > 4,605 

Bunds, , • . . . . J 

Total Rupees, 5,655 
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17. In concluding his report, Colonel Smith alludes to the numbers 
of discharged and disaffected persons who collected at Oonkar Mundatta, 
and who required constant vigilant supervision, they being for the most 
part idle, dissolute characters, ready to be employed on any service, by 
any one who could pay them, but that the scenes of dispute and bloodshed 
between the subjects of Scindiah, Holkar, and other small independent 
tributary chiefs had subsided, all parties readily seeking and accepting 
the mediation of the British authority. 

18. Captain French in his report, dated 7th August 1846, gives an 

outline of what had been done for the province ; and from 
sumbut^^m2j^ A. D. tjijs we leam that, ill Sumbut 1885, A. D. 1828-29, an am il 
was appointed fur all three British pergunnahs, and the 
villages leased out for five years ; still such was the reluctance to the terms, 
that there was such a probability of the greater portion of the land lying 
untilled, that Colonel Delamain, the then Political Agent in Nimar, re- 
linquished his intention of proceeding to the Cape. 

19. The assessment was reduced on the whole about Ks. 2000, and 
with some persuasion, the people began ploughing. In Sumbut 1891, the 
villages were again leased out for five years ; and in Sumbut 1896 for a like 
period, on the expiration of which, in A. D. 1839-40, the administration 
and management of the province were greatly reformed. 

20. Of Scindiah’s Nimar, five pergunnahs came under this agency 

in Sumbut 1880, and five others in Sumbut 1881. They 
were the following seasons leased by the year up to Sum- 
but 1885 ; extended from Sumbut 1886 to 1890; and again from 1895 to 
Sumbut 1910. The province was visited with that fearful scourge the 
cholera, the ravages of which were very destructive; through dread of it, 
and pressed by the high rates on land, many hundred cultivators fled the 
country: a reduction in the assessment to the extent of about 20,000 Rs. 
was made to prevent further desertions. 

21. At this settlement to each leaseholder a potta was given, on which 
was inserted, in English and Hindee, the exact and total amount he was 
to pay the Government in each year, in return for which an agreement 
was taken that he would pay the expenses, and all fixed items, as well as 
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the zemindar bucks, which were a per-centage on the Government reve- 
nue received. 

22. A roll of the Ryots, their land and the sums they were each 
to pay, was also given the leaseholder ; who had not the power to raise 
the rent on any, or evict, unless under authority, when the rent was with- 
held and not paid. Few evictions have occurred ; — all pay readily when 
the crop is good ; — and as there is a want of instead of a surplus popu- 
lation, the interest of the leaseholder is against the measure. The voice 
of the country moreover is against clearances, every man having a right 
to the land he cultivates, so long as he pays the stipulated rent ; that 
right it is allowable to him to sell ; it is in fact a “ tenant right” 

23. In this province the Purdossee, Bheelala, and Gond families sel- 
dom regularly settle ; they readily take up land on Maffee or « Pugrus ” 
rates for three or four years, at the expiration of which period they move 
off without paying any balance on account of advances for seed, grain, and 
cattle. Captain French stated, that within the last few months of the 
present season, no less than 200 such leases had been thrown up some 
of the places too, being close to tanks lately repaired. None however of 
the regular cultivators had gone during the year : some new ones had 
come from other parts ; yet, unless they took up land lately thrown out 
of cultivation, their advent would not swell the revenue ; many more 
would have come, had the wells and tanks enabled them this past sea- 
son to raise a little grain for their sustenance as well as afford water for 
themselves and cattle. 

24. The total revenue received, from British Nimar during 28 years, 
was Rs. 14,47,500-.3-8, or about 51,696 per annum, this however includes 
repaid cash advances to cultivators, which should not be, as they are 
merely recoveries of sums lent. The loan doubtless enabled the Ryot to 
plough and he repaid it, paying also his rent; still in a statement of col- 
lections, the receipts should have been kept under separate heads. In 
the 28 years, the remissions amount to Rs. 1,18,785-10-4, and during 
this period, that is to the end of April 1845, only Rs. 7,628-9-6 had been 
expended by Government on public works, as wells and tanks. The neces- 
sity for improving the means of irrigation, had however led to an outlay 
of nearly Rs. 1 1,000 on works of public utility during the year 1845-46. 
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25. The leases of nearly all British Nimar, expiring on the 30th 
April 1846, the villages were held in kham or khalsa management, with 
the intention that w-hen raised, by improvements and facilities for culti- 
vation, to a higher state of prosperity, the Government might decide on 
their future management. It was anticipated that by some further out- 
lay, a fixed amount of revenue in a great degree might be ensured. The 
amount struck off, or to be, on account of the two past most indifferent 
years, was alone Rupees 27,000 and 29,000. 

26. Scindiah’s Nimar gives a total of collection, as above, from 1823-i 

to 1845-6, Rs. 34,29,131-15-42; *** years the entire sum paid down in 
cash to Scindiah, amounts to Rs. 21,95,235 

Collected by His Highness’ Amils in 1880-81, „ 36,245 

Paid to Scindiah on account Tanka, &c. &c., „ 3,12,473 

Total paid to, or disbursed for Scindiah, Rs. 25,43,953 


giving an average of Rs. 1,10,606 on the 23 years, exclusive of remis- 
sions, repair of tanks, ghauts and roads, as well as cash advanced to cul- 
tivators, and the entire cost of management. 

27. This is undoubtedly a larger amount than these districts would 
ever have realized to his highness, if under his rule. After defraying the 
cost of management. Captain French observes, “ there is no doubt what- 
" ever on this matter in the estimation of all the natives of Nimar, nor is 
“ there, that previous to the inroads of the Mahrattas and Pindarees, these 
“ pergunnahs were rich and flourishing, yielding four times and more 
“ than the present revenue to the then rulers.” 

28. The arrangement made with the Gwalior Government, for the 
management of these districts is more favorable to it, than to the actual 
rulers. The mere district establishment amounted to Rs. 23,226 per 
annum in 1847; so that nearly the entire cost of the Agency, Military 
and Police establishments devolved on the British Government. 


29. The remissions granted in British Nimar, as above stated, were 
in 28 years 1,18,783 Rs. and those of Scindiah’s districts in 23 years were 
Rs. 3,78,132, including collections returned to the ryots, and bad debts’ 
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struck off, giving a total of revenue short of the Jumabundee, by Rs. 
4,98,915. 

30. Annexure No. 57 exhibits all the works carried out for the 

amelioration of Nimar during Captain French’s incum- 

1845-4G. 

bency, and indeed to the present date. The population 
were in most distressed circumstances ; they had suffered from two exceed- 
ingly bad consecutive seasons, and had it not been for the support afforded 
on public work, many must have emigrated from their homes perhaps 
not to return. The British Government, as well as the Durbars of Gwa- 
lior and Indore, met the wants of the people at this time, by affording 
labor on works of utility, and the works executed were those of lasting 
improvement to the country. Captain French says, that he was so inti- 
mately connected with these undertakings, that " I will allow the return 
“ to speak for itself, but if I may say so with propriety, I would, that it 
“ has fallen to the lot of the present Resident at Indore to do more for 
“ Nimar in a short space of time, than was done for it in the past 25* 
" years ; on my own part I may say, that I have from him obtained every 
“ aid and support, with His Honor the Lieutenant Governor N. W. P. 
“ Had there been many impediments in the way, such a number of works 
" could not have been completed, new as I am to engineering, as well as 
“ are the amils of districts under whose immediate charge was the exe- 
" cution of the various works. We have often indeed experienced the 
“ want of an overseer. ” 

31. Up to the time of report none of the tanks or weirs had sus- 
tained any injury; some were not full to overflowing, others were, but 
these latter had not been fairly tested, for formed as they were of dry 
earth and stones, without any means of ramming them down, and with- 
out any accurate knowledge of the amount of water likely to flow into 
each, anxiety must be felt about them, until the close of this, their first 
rains and trial. 

32. Famine was pressing sorely this poverty-stricken province ; it 
was necessary to find them sustenance, or to allow them to emigrate, pos- 
sibly to revert to their old though nearly forgotten predatory habits ; but 
public works on which to employ hundreds of starving paupers, are not 
readily to be contrived, it was determined to turn the labor of the poor 
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to advantage in raising earthen embankments, so as to retain water for 
irrigation ; this labor was the most remunerating that could be devised, 
and it was resorted to ; something was gained for the wages of his labor, 
beyond the mere feeding of the pauper, but there was risk as the soil was 
dry, for even drinking water was scarce. No pains were spared on these 
embankments, grass, and quickly-shooting seeds, were thickly sown on 
all, as well as trees; and every species of instruction that could be thought 
of, was afforded to the amils and superintendents of the district works. 
If the rains were not very heavy, the embankments would not be severely 
tried ; on their success much depended as to the advisability of rendering 
of use, the as yet unrepaired old tanks. 

33. On the 13th July, there was a heavy fall of rain, which lasted only 
one hour ; but in that time as much water was collected in the Sangwy 
tank (Holkar’s) as took seven days to run off by the escapement. Had 
the rain continued falling as heavily for three hours, the tank must have 
burst, there being no further room for expansion ; this peril was risked 
through the omission to take the levels of the surrounding country, and 
the ignorance of all on the spot as to the ordinary rise of water in the tank. 

34. As the period was one of general distress, it may be interesting 
to know what means for ensuring labor were adopted. All the earthen 
embankments were made by cowrie labor, that is, a few cowries per 
basket of earth cast at a given spot ; it is really next to incredible, the 
quantity of earth that may thus be gathered for a few rupees, to which 
must be added the cost of digging. The immemorial usage of this pro- 
vince is in favour of earthen embankments, most of those lately repaired 
are reported to have burst some 40 years ago, when the “ Mahapoor ” or 
great fall of rain occurred. There is much more difficulty in repairing 
a masonry bund, than an earthen one ; new and old masonry seldom unit- 
ing firmly. Such is not the case with clay, a breach in it admits of the 
waters flowing off, so that the flanks remain uninjured, the cost of repair 
being simply the expense of filling in with earth the breach made. But 
should the waters top an earthen embankment there is at once a breach, 

such seldom happens with masonry. Amongst other 
Free traffic from Mai- improvements iiitroduced at this time, was one that ad 
Ucccaii. mitted of goods passing duty-free from Malwa to Bom- 
bay or the Deccan via Siinrole. 
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35. Of the state of crime in Nimar Captain French reported most 
favorably ; having been long in Khandeish and Deccan a 
sute of cnme in Ni- employed clsewherc, he never knew a 

country so free from crime of every description as Nimar. 
There had been but one serious gang robbery in the whole 3000 square 
miles during the past 18 months ; nearly all (21 persons) concerned in 
which were apprehended and convicted. With a few exceptions the crimi- 
nals were from the neighbouring province of Khandeish. 


36. In reviewing the farming system in Nimar the Lieutenant Go- 
vernor N. W. P. remarked, that it appeared probably 
iurniinR ^ System of failed from the shortness of the leases, and the 

absence on the part of the lessees of any permanent in- 
terest in the soil ; the increase of cultivation required the outlay of capi- 
tal, which could not be returned for many years, and in which it was evi- 
dently not worth the farmer’s while to engage. It was now determined 
to assume the direct management of the villages, and by the construc- 
tion of expensive works for irrigation to obtain an im- 
Khass Mam^ment in- mediate and prospectivc increase of the rent roll ; this 
course had been followed with much success in Mhair- 
warrah and Ajmere, and Captain French should have all possible encour- 
agement and assistance in the work he had undertaken. 


37. The season of 1846-47 on the whole was good. In the Asscer 
pergunnah much injury was done to the Rubbec by 
*'""*’"i 846 *A 7 owing to the scarcity which prevailed the cul- 

tivator obtained for his produce very high prices ; this 
effected a great change amongst the people, for as their crops were gath- 
ered, the producers were led to make direct and advantageous sales to 
purchasers from Khandeish and elsewhere, thus breaking through the old 
custom of allowing the village bunneah to carry the produce from the 
field, and settle its value in the running account. 


38. The profits from such sales, with the reduction in the land tax 
of khalsa villages, and the non-existence of outstanding balances of for- 
mer years, recovered them from the losses of the two previous very bad 
seasons. The importance of the carriage road on the Simrole ghaut was 
proved by the traders in towns, above and beyond the ghauts in Malwa, 
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resorting to Nimar for the purchase of grain in unusual numbers, while 
the tanks and surais made and repaired in the previous year, with those 
in hand in this, and other measures of amelioration, gave the ryot and 
people in general, confidence now, and such hope in the future, that atten- 
tion was turned to irrigating wheat crops, which as in Malwa had in this 
part of Nimar been raised on the uncertain moisture left in the soil by 
the rains. 

39. In the Sumbut year 1902, A. D. 1845-46, when all the villages 
were in lease, the pucka jumabundee was, 

British, 46,899 14 0 

Seindiah, .. .. i,. 31, 407 15 0 

Sumbut 1902, Total,. . 1,78,.307 13 0 

That of the year 1846-47 was. 

In British, 

and in Seindiah, 

Total . . . . 1,69,701 4 6 

The whole of which paid, except the compara- 
tively small balance of 1,538 15 3 

40. The average cash payments of the past seven years, is Rupees 
1,24,750-13-6, so that the actual increase in cash, after deducting the out- 


standing, is Rupees 44,41 1 7 9 

in the present on the average of the past 7 years 
paid to Government. But to this should be added 
payments from the collections not made in those 
years, viz.. To Mundlooces and Kanongoes of 
Kanapoor and But^eah, their bucks restored, . . . . 694 1 7 

And the five per cent, bucks to Patels in Khalsa 

villages, 6,325 8 3 

So that the total increase of receipts on past 7 

years, will be 51,431 1 7 

B 


45,086 7 0 

1,24,614 13 6 
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41. The Ijara jumabumleeof Sumbut 1902 was 
given above, Rs. 1,78,307 13 0 


ThatofS. 1903, minus the outstanding at, 1,68,162 5 3 

Paid Mundlooees and Kanongoe^,’ . . .. 694 I 7 

Patels of Khalsa villages, 6,325 8 3 

1,75,181 15 1 

Difference between Sumbuts 1902 and 1903, .. Rs. 3,125 13 11 

42. This statement is very favorable, giving, as it does, an increase 
of «c^«rt/ receipts on the past seven years of Rs. 44,411, or Rs. 51,431 
including bucks restored. But it will be thought yet more so, when it 
is borne in mind, that no debt remained hanging over the industry of the 
ryot to damp his energies in the future year. 

43. The cultivated area in 1846-47 in the British districts, was 
45,393 beegahs, which yielded a revenue of 44,021-11-3, realised without 
any balance : and in Scindiah’s districts 1,14,410 beegahs, yielding an 
incomeofRs. 73,382-4-9, on which only the balance of Rs. 1,. 538-1 5-0 re- 
mained unrealised. These are the first sure data of the actual condi- 
tion of the provinces, and as such are most important. 

44. The beegah in Nimar is divided into 20 biswahs, each biswah 

being five cubits, measured by five men (indifferently 
Niniai BeegHh. chosen) with the breadth of a thumb between each 
cubit. It averages 165 feet, which gives an area of 
27,225 square feet, 

45. In addition to the rent of land, tuccavee advances to the ex- 
tent of Rupees 15,92;i-10-3 were repaid, so that neither an outstand- 
ing balance, nor interest on advances, existed to draw on the produce of 
the plough in the ensuing year ; another point had been gained this 
year by the cultivators looking to their own resources rather than to the 
Government for advances, or tuccavee ; whatever h^d been granted in 
the year was all recovered, the main portion of it having been given out 
in March and April. 


Advance for tiles. 


46. Loss by fire had greatly injured the villages and 
with a view to induce the inhabitants to use tiles, and 
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give up thatch for roofs, nearly 2000 rupees were advanced for new, that 
is,. tiled houses, and nearly 8000 houses were tiled in the province. 

47. There were still in the province 809 villages totally deserted ; 
cholera in the year 1903 carried off upwards of 1000 of the very thin 
population, and the drought destroyed nearly 20,000 mango and raowa 
trees in the two previous years. 

48. That 2,290 wells should have been worked, is a gratifying fact 
of this year, though 2,568 remained ‘unemployed ; strong hopes were en- 
tertained that these last would be brought into operation, and that irri- 
gation by cuts, or p6ts, from the tanks, would increase the cultivation. 
In most villages the Patels’ income and respectability mainly depended 
on zeal in their office ; especially in extending the irrigated area, which 
would receive an impetus from the reduction in assessment, making 3 
rupees the maximum rate per beegah on land watered from wells ; well- 
watered land paid as high as 8 rupees the beegah, and on that account 
the extent of irrigation was small indeed. 

49. Another source of loss to the defenceless villager in Nimar, is 
from the ravages of tigers, leopards, and wild animals : 7 men and 754 
head of cattle were killed during the year. The reward for the destruction 
of those beasts is very handsome, still of itself it is not- an inducement 
for the people to hunt them down. 

50. In the Seylanee, Poonassa, Attode, Moondee, Bhamgurh and 
Peeplode pergunnahs, plough rates obtain, the income from which had 
improved and was improving. All five districts are still very scantily po- 
pulated, and chiefly by Jlheelalas, Bheels, Purdesees and Gonds, fickle 
and unsettled races, as well as very indifi'erent cultivators: By the 
opening of roads .through their localities, and the construction of 
surais and wells, much good was anticipated, and it was hoped that they 
would soon have sufficient confidence to attach them to the soil, so as 
to furnish some security to enable them to obtain advances for tiled 
houses. The land assessment this year was made on the Khalsa sys- 
tem : any errors that might be discovered, would be readily rectified 
at the approaching settlement ; in the interim the ryot had the benefit 
of them- 
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51. Captain French’s description of his process is best given in his 
own words “ The fields w ere, each in presence of t]ie 
M'ssineiit. “ cultivator, measured by a karkoon and assessed by a 
" punchayut of the neighbouring Patels, &c. &c. They 
“ fought and talked of course much in the usual noisy but harmless 
“ manner, and, in the great majority of cases, settled the rat%per beegah 
“ amicably ; any wo?/-contents laid their case before the amil, and if he 
“ could not settle the difference, they were referred to me, when the 
“ whole village came to me at the Ropjwat or final settlement time. 
“ This began in November— I had a roll in English of the ryots, the 


“ various sorts of land, with extent and rates, each held in cultivation. 
“ This was gone over man by man, in presence of his Patel and Put- 
" warry, as well as the punch that fixed his rent; all complaiftts were then 
“ heard, and if of over-assessment, the punch was referred to, and a fresh 
“ investigation was ordered, when it appeared on reference to the Patel 
“ and fellow villagers of the complainant that it was called for. If of 
“ over-measurement, the land was re-measured, and every encouragement 
“ was given to the ryots to look well to their own interests ; many of 
“ them in person by paces tested the karkoon’s measurement, but the 
" great majority forgot how many beegahs they held in rent ; some too, 
“ from a strange perverseness, would say, ‘ Ask the Putwarry,’ although 
“ they well knew the number of their beegahs and biswahs. While the 
“ lloojwat was being made, each man told how much he had received in 
“ tuccavee, the amount and the portion of his rent paid. They produced 
“ their little powtees, or receipts, and were all, over and over, told to as- 
“ certain that the full sum was entered. This process having been gone 
“ through with each village, a day was fixed on for all the Patels and Put- 
“ warees, (with such of their respective villagers as they chose to bring) 
“ assembling in my tent in presence of the amil and zemindars (mund- 
“ looee and kanoiigoe) of the pergunnah. This day was devoted to conver- 
“ sation. All that Government had done in thepast year in the remission 
“ of outstanding balances, the construction of tanks. 
Village Meeting-.. « weirs, roads, wells and surais, the abolition of tran- 
“ sit duties, and many vexatious taxes, &c.&c. were duly 
“ and often brought on before the assembly. The Patels were told, 
“ that if the lands they held free when we came, were attached, they now 
“ enjoyed 5 per cent, on the Sirkar’s bucks, with wasteland to the value 
“ of 25 rupees, and that very much would be expected of them, as po- 



niSTOBICAIi RETROSPECT OF NIMAR. 


29 


“ lice officers, in apprehending thieves ; as revenue officers in increas- 
“ ing cultivation f and, generally, as the head men of their localities, in 
" keeping the people in good humour ; bringing to the notice of the amil, 

“ the zemindars, or the Political Agent, aught that would tend to the 
“ benefit of the subject. To prevent being not understood by all, some in- 
“ telligent ^atel was made to report what I said. The good deeds of 
" Government having been thus made the most of, the assembly was in- 
“ vited to offer any suggestions it liked. That done, and talked over, my 
“ schemes for the future were expounded, and advice sought. The day 
“ concluded by pan sooparee, and all went home.” 

52. By such means were the people made to comprehend their own 
position, to»feel their importance, and encouraged to discuss matters 
deeply interesting to themselves ; thus too they learnt that their imme- 
diate ruler was also their best friend, and not as they had for long, and 
perhaps too justly supposed, merely anxious to extort from them the 
uttermost farthing. 

53. Captain French notices the importance of the Patel as a police 
and revenue officer, as well as headman in the village community in 
this and the southern parts of India, and is averse under any circum- 
stances to this important officer being dispensed with, for he is the 
hereditary revenue and police officer, as well as the general referee of 

the village. No officer is more respected by a native 
Office of Patel, Goveniincnt, than the Pateljee, and the office is even 

now, ill iiiniK', held by Holkar, Scindiah, and other 
princes of Dukhan origin. 

5i. Under the system introduced by us. Captain French thought a 
change unsuited to the genius of the people had been introd.uced, under 
the operation of which the hereditary Patel, instead of acting as cliief 
of his village on behalf of ruler and ruled, had been put aside, deprived 
of authority and income, his place being taken by a leaseholder or fir- 
mer, without the prestige of birth, and its countless accompaniments, in 
most countries, among the ignorant. 

55. It may be interesting to note, that in the Deccan and Khan- 
deish, the Patel’s bucks are far greater than the percentage sanctioned 
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in Nimar: there they have chiller khurch, gaum khurch, &c. &c., besides 
a percentage, which in Khandeish is, — 


0 . 1 . 


n 


pex cent, on villages yielding 500 rupees 
„ „ from 500 to 1000 

„ „ „ 1000 to 2000 

„ „ „ 2000 to 3000 

„ 3000 to 4000 


revenue. 




and on all above, 8as. per cent. 


56. The provision for the Putwarees in Nimar is by a plough rate, 
the returns of which are not collected, and in the neighbouring province 
of Kliandeish, Putwarees are allowed as follows: — ^ 


5 

per cent. 

on villages producing 

1000 rupees revenue. 

4 

yy 

yy 

from 1 to 

2000 

3 

yy 

yy 

from 2 to 

3000 

2 

fy 

yy 

from 3 to 

4000 


and one per cent, on all above. The Putwaree like the Patel in many 
places, suffered by the Ijara system, being too often put aside by the 
leaseholder, and the land he held free, taken from him or assessed ; his 
duty being performed by a servant of the farmer. 


57. In the year S. 1903, fifty-eight weirs and tanks were made or 
repaired, at an outlay by the British Government of lls. 11,318, and by 
tlie Durbars of Gwalior and Indore, of lls. 11,585 and 9,600 respectively : 
these added to 47 similar works by the three Governments in the pre- 
vious season, gave a total of 105 tanks and weirs completed at a cost of 
Rs. 69,958-5-0 in two years. 


58. Thp majority of these works are of the utmost local importance. 
By collecting in the four months of the rainy season a large body of 
water, wliicli through percolation supplied the wells in the vicinity, so 
that they dried not in the dry season ; many now repaired for a few hun- 
dred rupees must originally have cost thousands. The great Burreah 
tank, or lake, which was repaired for 5000 Rs. could not, in its origi- 
nal construction, have cost less than five times the entire sum spent 
by the three Governments in the past two years on all these tanks and 
weirs. 



HISTORICAL RETROSPECT OP NIMAR. 


31 


69. Such was the scarcity of water in this neighbourhood, that whilst 
the repairs were in progress, it was brought from a distance to supply 
the wants of the workmen, no drinking water being at hand. This neces- 
.sary has since been secured to the villages in abundance. 

60. Many of the small tanks were repaired through the agency of 
the village Patels, funds being provided them ; and it was found that the 
work was cheaper and fully as well done, than as if there had been an 
establishment on the spot to superintend and defray the daily outlay. 

61. That the outlay, nearly Its. 70,000, was large, is not to be dis- 
puted, (this sum was expended on tanks and works of irrigation, includ- 
ing the outlay by Ilolkar, in two years), especially when contrasted with 
the expenditure on public works in the past 25 years of our rule of Bri- 
tish or Scindiah Nimar. It must not however be forgotten that in the 7 
years previous to S. 1903, A. D. 1846-4' 7, the remissions on account of 

drought had amounted to Rs. 3,09,455. Famine had 
added to the misery of the people when these works 
were undertaken and vigorously carried on, and it was 
gratifying to have the co-operation of I-Iolkar’.s Durbar, (in whose dis- 
tricts the Political Assistant in Nimar, Captain French, had only poli- 
tical superintendence under the Resident at Indore,) and that only in 
this one year were there no remissions. 

62. Whilst these works, having for their object the permanent im- 
provement of the district, were in progress, the comfort and convenience 
of travellers was secured in the erection of 38 new surais on the chief 
roads and in the principal villages, by the three Governments and private 
individuals, at a cost of Rs. 1 1,733-13-10, which, with those of last season, 
made a total of 59 places of accommodation, at an outlay of Rs. 17,867-1-5, 
erected between April 1845 and July 1847. 

• 

63. Another work of improvement in this year remains to be noticed : 

the making a cart road from Burwaye (or the north 

1848-47. bank of the river) to Oonkar Mandatta, a place resort- 

ed to by Hindoos from all parts of India, and where a great fair is held 
annually in November, besides three minor ones. The operations at first 
were very small indeed, not extending beyond cutting and clearing a road 
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through the jungle : hut great success has attended the undertaking, and 
the result will be, a very great eventual benefit to Nimar ; for the funds 
raised by subscription are sufficient, not only to carry out the views of 
the subscribers, but to make the various clearances, approaches, wells. 
See. &c. all of value in a commercial point of view, and of moment to 
the province, being on the high road from Khandeish which passes 
from Boorhanpoor through Asseergurh to Malwa via Burwaye. 

64. The season of 1847-48 was good ; the heavy rain early in No- 

vember did much harm to the khureef, joowar and cot- 
suinbut^^^i A. D. crops ill Assccr especially, but this, in most places, 
was compensated for, by the fine rubbee crops. 

65. The juniabundee of the past year was. 


British, Rs. 45,579 4 0 

Scindiah, 1,23,693 13 6 

Total, including recoverable balances, 1,69,273 1 6 


Of which the sum irrecoverable was, 1,844 1 1 9 

• BritUh 43,531 5 0 
Scindiah 1,21,897 0 9 

" i, 97 , 428 " 3 ~9 Rcalizcd juma, * .. .. 1,67,428 5 9 

being Rs. 733-15-6 less than that realized last year. 

66. The reduction of rates on lands irrigated from wells before 
noticed, had considerably increased the irrigated area, though not suffi- 
ciently to cover the loss by reduced rates, which amounted to 606-1-6. 

67. Much good was anticipated from the measure sanctioned by the 
Resident, of granting leases for 30 years to cultivators at existing rates, 
on their digging wells and building them up pucka. This rule had only 
been recently introduced. The policy of encouraging superior cultiva- 
tion, as well as of making the crops less dependant on the rains, is too 
obvious to need remark. These wells, nourished by tanks, secure in a 
drought some portion of the revenue, and are an incitement to labor when 
otherwise the heart of the cultivator would fail. 

68. The whole of the tuccavee advanced during 1846-47, and the 
payment of that which was due for this year, was recovered without an 
instance of default. 
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69. In consequence of many villages having in this year become 
Khalsa, and of an influx of cultivators from the neighbouring states, the 
amount of tuccavee issued, considerably exceeded that of the year pre* 
ceding ; the total outstanding on the 30th April being Rs. 25,423>10^; 
of this Rs. 19,122 is repayable during the year 1847-48. The whole had 
been advanced on the security of the Pateb, and zemindars. The objec- 
tion to the system of tuccavee carried to such an extent was fully recog- 
nized by Lieutenant Evans, who had succeeded Captain French. Lieute- 
nant Evans’ attention was directed to leading the people to depend less 
on Government : but under the management, when Government stands 
in the place of landlord, the making advances becomes unavoidable, and 
it is gratifying to learn, that subsequently this system of advances had 
nearly ceased. 

70. The evils of the Khalsa system which placed Government in the 
position of village manager, with its duties and responsibility, repressing 
all local energy, and placing over it a band of officials difficult to con- 
trol, and powerful for mischief, had been pointed out to Captain French, 
and his successor Lieutenant Evans, who was invited by the Resident 
to give the result of his observation on the working of the Khalsa or 
Kham system of management. 

71 . In reply he observed, “ That while it has its advantages, in bring- 
“ ing the cultivator into direct communication with Government, instead 
“ of every thing being Altered through a middle-man, and in calling on 

him for payment of only so much land as he actually cultivates, it is 
“ open to some equally grave objections. These I need not trouble you 
“ with a detail of, as you have yourself recorded them ; suffice it to say, 
“ that a permanent settlement, either Mouzawara, by a community, as 
“ recommended by His Honor the Lieutenant Governor, if it be found 
“ possible to introduce it, or Ijara to individuals, would I think be bene- 
“ Acial ; and measures are in progress and statements gradually prepar- 
“ ing to this end. Nearly all the British villages are now Khalsa, the 
three that remain in lease, the holders are not willing to give up. 

** The Mouzawara system as laid down in Mr. Secretary Thornton’s 
“ tetter of 8th June 1847, would be all that could be desired, but the 
“ population here is so acuity, and land so abundant, while few of the 

p 
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“ villages possess old inhabitants (even such as may have passed twogene- 
“ rations in one spot, not hesitating to shift their quarters, on the least 
“occasion,) that I doubt the possibility of introducing it. Captain 
“ French had translations made, and himself, as well as through Mr. 
“ Deputy Collector Conlan, endeavoured to persuade the people t6 try it as 
“ an experiment. The answer invariably was, that they would cultivate 
“ their own lands, and be severally responsible for them, but as to a joint 
“ and several responsibility, it was out of the question, each declining to 
“ answer for the other.” 

72. Many Gond families came during this year into the Peeplode 
pergunnah from the Nizam’s districts, on the southern side of the Tapty, 
There had been 21 villages of this interesting class, a tribe more capable 
of being improved than the Bheels. With a view to encourage them to 
settle, after a most careful enquiry, Rs. 500 were distributed amongst 
some 60 or 60 families to set them up, and the experiment proved cer- 
tainly successful. 

73. The works on the Simrole ghaut, for which funds were in hand, 
were carried on under Lieutenant Keatinge by whom the major part of 
the ghaut was originally planned, the lower part, formerly a very steep 
pitch, had been finished in the year. The importance of opening 
thoroughly the communication between Boorhanpoor and Indore, crossing 
Nimar, cannot be too highly estimated. Near Asseergurh the country 
is hilly and rocky, stretching some 10 or 1 1 miles on both sides of the 
Fort; over this an excellent fair-weather road had been completed at a 
cost to Scindiah of Rs. 3,719, in constructing which. Lieutenant Ken- 
nedy of the Bombay Engineers rendered great and gratuitous assistance. 

74. The following abstract of works of general utility, carried on 
during the year under notice, shows how well the prosperity of the prov- 
ince was considered by those in charge. 

First , — A water-course, for irrigation, has been carried out for a dis- 
tance of three miles, from the Katkoot Satcoot (pergunnah Kusrawud) 
weir, watering 210 beegahs. 

Second,— A weir in the nullah that issues from the Shahabad tank, 
and which, already weired at one spot, aided to fill a small tank, near the 



HISTORICAL RETROSPECT OF NIMAR. 


35 


town of Kusrawud. From this small tank, supplied from the greater, 
is making a water-course, calculated to water 120 beegahs. 

Third , — The Burreah and Jeithwai tanks are also being done in the 
same manner, and, although much larger works, good results will shortly 
appear. 

Fourth , — The Gond (Borood, pergunnab Burreah) a new tank halt 
finished. 

75. The plan of building dhurmsalas in every respectable village 
on high roads, where the inhabitants may be willing to pay half, or a 
proportion of the expense, was encouraged with success. The dhurm- 
sala is a place not only where travellers and strangers may find shelter, 
but where the villagers may meet on great occasions ; hold their caste 
assemblies ; and at jumabundee time, it is the cutcherry. In some few 
places at the earnest request of the inhabitants, who volunteered to pay 
half, or otherwise assist, the works were at once commenced. 

76. Nimar has always enjoyed a privilege in having a fixed sum set 
apart for the maintenance of village schools. The instruction afforded 
by them is almost entirely elementary. The average attendance of 591 
boys, is as large as could be expected, and leads to the inference that the 
institutions are appreciated by the rural classes, for whose benefit these 
were founded ; connected with them as an auxiliary, to which too much 
importance cannot be assigned, is the establishment of native libraries 
in all the chief towns in Nimar. For this the Nimarees are indebted 
to Captain French. It must be borne in mind that Nimar is a poor 
country, and this remembered, the sum subscribed purely by the natives, 
Rs. 1396-14-0, will appear a large amount. The selection of the books was 
mainly made by the subscribers. They are kept at the several cutcher- 
ries, free access under certain rules being had to them, and as experience 
has proved that there is a growing desire to resort to those reading rooms, 
it is to be hoped that funds for their maintenance and enlargement may 
be created. 

77. Amongst the novelties must he noticed the introduction of a 
lithographic press, set up at Mundlaisir, to multiply the number of school 
hooks, of which at present there is a sad want. 

F 2 
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Suinbut lOOri, A. D. 
1848-49. 


78. The season of Suinbut 1905, A. D. 1848-49, was an unfavorable 
one, owing to the lightness of the early rains ; the rubbee 
crops were partially saved by good falls in November, 
December, and January : much land (6,280 beegahs) pre- 
pared for wheat, &c. was never sown, the cultivators not choosing to risk 
the almost certain loss of seed and labour by the drought. As an instance 
of the scantiness of the rains, it may be stated that the Mundlaisir tank ne- 
ver, during the whole monsoon, had three feet water in it, and that the 
Satkoot weir never filled sufficiently to permit of the water-course being 
available ; whereas in the previous year, irrigation was carried on from 
both until March. 


79. The revenue demand was. 

In British, 

And in Scindiah, 


Rs. 45,908 0 3 
„ 1,24,495 15 0 


Making a total Rs. 1,70,403 15 3 

which compared with (Rs. 1,69,273-1-6) that of the previous year, shows 
an increase of Rs. 1,130-13-9. Of this there was realised Rs. 1,49,565-10-9, 
leaving a balance irrecoverable in British of Rs 8,805 12 0 
and in Scindiah of „ 10,663 15 3 


which was remitted Rs. 19,469 11 3 

80. A large reduction in the amount of outstanding tuccavee 
advances was made this year, the sum of Rs. 24,156-10-6 tuccavee 
having been repaid, leaving however still due Rs. 12,701-12. Advances 
to the extent of Rs. 10,158-4-0 on all accounts were made within the year, 
which compared with Rs. 30,805-6-0 in that preceding, is satisfactory. 
Moreover,, of the advances the sum of Rs. 6,942 was for seed, food and 
bullocks ; this is almost unavoidable where the cultivators belong to the 
Bheel, Bheelala, or Gond tribes, to whom native bankers will not lend 
money. Improvement had now set in, for it is recorded that so aware 
were the Patels become of the value of their tenants, that many had them- 
selves this year voluntarily given the poorer villagers advances from the 
5 per cent, allowed by Government. 

81 . In the Asseer pergunnahs considerable decrease had been antici- 
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pated ; an actual deficiency of Rs. 174-2 occurred, partly losses owing to 
some newly settled villages. 

82. This pergunnah depends almost entirely upon the city of Boor- 
hanpoor for its prosperity, which, from mal-administration by Scindiah’s 
officials, is rapidly and as surely deteriorating ; sanguinary disturbances 
between the Hindoos and Moosulmans, attended by a lamentable loss 
of life, took place, followed by the great fire. These events caused very 
many people to leave the city ; and the lands surrounding it, formerly 
cultivated by them, were thrown up, and fell out of cultivation. 

83. Reviewing the pergunnahs, it may be said that a slight increase 
was perceptible in Khundwah, Burwai, and Peeplode, likely in the two 
focmer to advance yearly by lands lately brought under cultivation com- 
ing gradually under full assessment ; that Poonassa also showed a small 
advance, efforts were being made systematically to resettle this pergun- 
nah, once and not 100 years since, a most flourishing district, yielding a 
gross rental of a lac of rupees per annum. Attode was also progressing, 
but it, as well as Seylanee Billara, is a poor pergunnah, whilst in Moon- 
dee and Bhamgurh there is a slight decrease. Dhurgaum can only exhibit 
advance through improved cultivation, i, e. irrigated instead of rain crops, 
there being scarcely a beegah of waste land in the pergunnah. 

84. The British districts present an increase of Rs. 328-12-0. On 
the whole the advancing prosperity in Kanapoor and Burreah, where now 
only two villages remain to resettle, is gratifying. The quantity of Khal- 
sah land under cultivation, and the revenue demandable therefrom, show 

some increase of land thus managed, but a 
decreased demand therefrom. It is not im- 

2|47|758 l|04|77o 

1^146 111? mediately apparent how this can be reconcil- 

2,841856 1 , 631278 cd wlth the jumabundec furnished with the 
last year’s report, which gave 2,19,473 beegahs, and Rs. 1,46,731, whilst 

I the accounts for the year contrast- 

’iSr „V« ■*"' ,f.V« «f ‘k® preceding 

year, stand as per margin. The 

Land Revenue, 1,69,273 1,70,404 , , , w, , J 

sewaijuraa,,. 22,316 27,412 demand cxceeded that of the pre- 

ceding year by more than 6000 
chiefly under the head of Sewai 
Juma, but the collections fell short by Rs. 12,439. 


Tout demanded, 1,91,589 1,97,818 

Collections, .. 1,89,436 1. 76,977 


Jumabundee of 1904, 
Decrease in . . 1905, 
Increase in .. 1905, 
Jumabundee of 1905, 
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85. Captain Evans in his report for this year again presses the ques- 
tion of management, observing that he did not honestly think that under 
the old Ijara system, the amount of revenue this year realised would 
have been collected. With all its disadvantages, the Khalsa system, 
from its bringing the cultivators more immediately under the observa- 
tion of the authorities, gives greater facilities for collecting the revenue, 
without the danger of, in bad years like the past, pressing them too hard. 
The assessment now prevailing, tested as it has been for three years, was, 
he confidently affirmed, exceedingly fair and evenly distributed ; and that 
the great object, therefore, contemplated in the recourse to Khalsa man- 
agement, vi35. a fair and even distribution of the burthen of taxation, had 
been obtained. Of the 658 inhabited villages in Nimar, 520 were under 
Khalsa management. 

86. It may well be said, that the position of the cultivators was se- 
cure, and some certain statistical data collected. The time had arrived for 
the introduction of such a system as Government might decide on for the 
future fiscal administration of the province. It was to be remembered, 
that the inhabitants of Nimar are a simple, ignorant and still suspicious 
race : — for years the country had been over-run both by plunderers, and 
by the armies of contending powers, by whose ravages many parts were 
quite desolate. The present cultivators moreover were many, or most 
of them, new comers ; having no local ties to bind them to the soil, but 
who, on peace being restored, came where a strong Government promised 
them safety ; and where they could obtain land on easy terms. Almost 
the only Wutundars Kere the Patels, who under all circumstances had 
clung to their villages ; and when compelled by the pressure of the times 
to abandon, were ready on the first favorable opportunity to resettle 
them. 


87. The cultivators not having sufficient confidence the one in the 
other, to become jointly and severally responsible in engagements, even 
though thereby getting rid of nearly of the burthen of taxation, the 
objects contemplated ot making the people less dependant on the Govern- 
ment officials, and to feel that they possessed an interest in the land, and 
that its possession was a property, could not then be attained ; in lieu 
therefore the system of granting leases of their holdings to individual 
cultivators, on favorable terms, was entered on. It was hoped that by 



HISTORICAL RETROSPECT OF NIMAR. 


39 


the grant of leases for a long period of years, with the addition, where 
practicable, of a parcel of waste land, rent-free, attachment to the soil 
might be created, and an interest excited in the cultivator to improve his 
land. 


88. This plan was commenced in Kusrawud, (in British pergun- 
nah.) There, there is little, if any, waste land, the villages of this pergun- 
nah having been always well inhabited ; the cultivated area too is fully 
assessed, and from the proximity to the river Nerbudda, the construction 
of wells for irrigation is nearly impossible. When leases were proposed to 
the people. Captain Evans observes, that they replied promptly, “ Will 
“ you reduce our rent ? if not, what have we to gain by leases ; why should 
“ we hang an anchor round our necks?” 

89 . Notwithstanding this apparent reluctance. Lieutenant Evans did 
not despair of introducing leases even in Kusrawud ; elsewhere he con- 
sidered it would be easier, he only feared to do harm by hurrying ; the 
people generally speaking not appearing to relish the idea of any altera- 
tion in the present mode of management, liking the Khalsa system. 

90 . During this past year the benefits afforded by tanks, were, for the 
first time fully developed. After the scanty fall, happy were those whose 
village was situated near a tank : the cattle of twelve villages used to come 
to Jeithwai. Lachora supplied Burreah with water as well for human 
beings as for cattle, besides irrigating 164 beegahs : Dhuslee was resort- 
ed to from Kanapoor and all the surrounding villages. Even those tanks 
that soon dried up had, under the surface, extended their influence, keep- 
ing wells full, and so benefitting the country. 

91 . The Gond districts made very satisfactory progress, and had 
received new settlers. The deadliness of the climate during some months, 
opposes great difficulty in maintaining over those wild people that sup- 
erintendence, without which no improvement can be looked for. The 
only Karkoon conversant with the Gond language, died in November. 
Through the persuasion of Mahomed Lall Khan, Deputy Collector, the 
parents offour boys (aged from 10 to 13 ) had been induced to permit their 
children to go to Peeplode, for the purpose of attending the school, and 
to be instructed so as to become capable of keeping the village accounts : 
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it was hoped the example might be followed, and that a teacher from 
among the boys sent, might be found to establish a school in their native 
wilds. The attempt, whatever may be the success, reflects the highest 
credit on the Deputy Collector. 

92. The establishment of a dispensary at Khundwah, at a cost of 
Rs. 528 per annum, or Rupees 44 per mensem, had afforded means of 
extending medical aid and medicine to a large number of people in an 
unhealthy part of the country. 


93. But few public works were executed during 1848-49 under 
Lieutenant Keatinge. A water-course for conveying water from the 
Lachora tank, to irrigate lands for which irrigation had been hitherto 
considered impracticable, had been nearly completed. Several weirs, 
Kharwa, Taklee, and that on the Sookta river, altered and improved. 

Dhurmsalas were built at several 
places on frequented roads, half the 
da ;:Ku.4wud (briti.'h)'’"' cost having been defrayed by the 

inhabitants. 


94. But the chief work, as in the previous year, and towards the 
completion of which every exertion was directed, was the road from In- 
dore to Boorhanpoor, passing for a distance of 108 miles through Nimar. 
The Simrole ghaut had been nearly finished, that near Asseer quite, so 
that laden carts could easily travel the entire route ; between Dusgaum 
and Dhungoo,16 miles of road was under construction. The importance 
of this line is daily increasing, leading as it does from Malwa to Khan- 
deish and Berar ; escaping a great portion of unhealthy jungle, it will be 
open at all seasons and much frequented ; more so now than formerly. 
From being provided with serais across the valley of Nimar, and being 
connected with the Agra road on the table-land of Malwa, its importance 
will, it is evident, be immensely increased ; a map of the whole road made, 
from Indore to the Tapty, was to be commenced after the rains by Lieut- 
raant Keatinge. 

95. The Government N. W. P. having accorded assistance towards 
building reading rooms for the native libraries in Nimar, and in Burwai 
and Bahadurpoor, (British Scindiah) the people having subscribed respeo 
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lively Rs. 60 and 150, neat reading rooms were erected at a cost as per 
margin. These native libraries contained source of 
Bahrdlrpoor 282 ' 12 - 8 . promisc, and as indicative of the appreciation on 

the part of the people of the means of education afforded 
them, the average daily attendance at the village schools, considering the 
population, was most satisfactory. 

96. The season of 1849-50 as regards the fall of rain was very good ; 

they were indeed so very heavy in some tracts as to great- 
ly damage the Khureef crops. 


97. 

1848- 49. 

1849- 50. I 


The statements in the margin show favorably an increase 


Land Revenue Government Demand. 

British 45,908 0 3 

Scindiah,.. .. 1,24,495 15 0 

1,70,403 15 3 

British 46,351 8 3 

Scindiah, .. .. 1,25,233 12 3 

1,71,585 4 6 


Increase, 1,181 5 3 


(from new lands) to the demands, 
of 1,181-5-3. The realizations 
up to the end of April, were Rs. 
1,62,631-10-0, leaving a balance of 
Rs. 8,953-10-6. In the months of 
May and June Rs. 3,728-15 were 



Beegahs. 

Rupees. 

Jumahundee of 1905 

3,04,845 

2,06,171 

Decrease, 

5,148 

3,916 

Increase, 

11,406 

5,088 

Jumahundee of 1906 

3,11,103 

2,07,343 


Collection Government Demand, .. 

1848-49 

1849-50 

Land Revenue, 

1,70,404 

1,71,525 

Suwai Jiima, 

Total Demand, 

27,412 

26,683 

1,97,816 

1,98,268 

Collections, 

1,76,978 

1,89,314 


collected, so that the total amount 
due at the close of the season 
was — 

Balance remaining due on 1st 
July 1850 

British, 760 7 3 

Scindiah, . . 4,464 4 3 

Total Rs. .. 5,224 11 6 


98. The recoverable balance of 1848-49 had been all realised, with 
exception of Rupees 121-12-6 in the Khundwah pergunnah, and which 
was remitted, having been erroneously set down as recoverable. 


99. The tuccavee statements are satisfactory. At the close of 
1848-49, the amount remaining due was Rs. 12,701-12-0. Rs. 9,271-8-6 
was the total balance in 1849-50. 


100. Three deserted villages were re-settled in the British pergun- 

G 
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nahs, and there remain but four unsettled, two in Kanapoor, and two in 
Burreah, the number being thirteen at the close of 1844-45. Tuccavee 
advances for new ploughs continued to be necessary: there had l)een sin- 
gular good fortune in meeting with no losses hitherto ; though such may 
be looked for. 

101. Ill the British Scindiah districts eighty-five villages had been 
re-settled since the close of 1844-45. Not a rupee of tuccavee had hither- 
to been lost, and the only parties regarding whose ultimate repayment 
the least doubt existed, were the Gonds of the Peeplode perguiinah, and 
even of them there was but little apprehension. 

102. Measures were taken this year to introduce a regular settle- 
ment according to fixed and defined rules ; in pursuance of which, the 
Kusrawud pergunnah was made over to Mr. Conlan, Deputy Collector, 
for re-settlement. As a first step, all boundaries were accurately defined, a 
task of delicacy and diflicnlty, some being disputes of many years stand- 
ing between British managed villages, and those of the Ilolkar and Dhar 
states. Five of these were finally settled by Mr. (^onlan, and one only 
remained. 


103. The mcasuremnit of the lands it was expected would be entire- 
ly finished during the ensuing cold weather, and so changed had the pub- 
lic feeling in this respect become, that the whole had been accomplished 
without any alarm being excited or suspicion raised. 

lOi. The village of Kheree was selected as the first for the follow- 
ing reasons. During the jumabundee of pergunnahs Kanapoor and Bur- 
reah, which was this year made by Lieutenant Kcatinge, the cultivators 
gave an uTzee, requesting a lease of the village on the following terms: 

First. Lease for 30 years, at present rate, less 25 per cent. 

Second. No remission to be claimed on account of any cultivator 
throwing up his field, or a deficiency of rain. 

Third No fields to be allowed to remain untilled. Government to 
interfere on representation being made of any cultivator being lazy and 
permitting his lands to go to waste. Such lands to be taken from the de- 
faulter and made over to the community. 
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Fourth. Cultivators dying and leaving no heirs, Government to show 
consideration. 

105. Seven or eight villages, in the Kanapoor and Ilurreah pergim- 
nahs, were reported ready to accede to the same arrangement as that pro- 
posed by Kheree, thus a preliminary to a settlement came from the peo- 
ple. As soon as Kusrawud might be finished, the survey of Kanapoor 
and Burreah was to be commenced upon, and one, if not both, it was 
hoped would be completed during the season. 

1 00. With exception of a slight decrease in pergunnah Burwai of 
Us. 118-3-0, and a loss in INIoondee of Rs. 29-0-0, and Pceplode whic h 
is stationary, all the other pergunnahs shew an increase. 

107. Among the most fertile tracts in the ))rovince, according to 
common report, supported by (he evidence of numerous old wells and 
embankments, was the pergunnah of Poonassa bordering on the Ilossing- 
abad districts, bounded on one side by the Nerbudda ; it had become a 
complete waste, and for the last 30 jears, been almost entirely desolate. 
Bheels, Koorkoos, and other wandering and unsettled races, occupying 
a few hamlets. Measures were now adopted to settle this once nourishing 
pergunnah; it was not part of the scheme to entice cultivators from set- 
tled villages; the impolicy of such a course is obvious under any (dreum- 
stances, but in Poonassa the risk of exposure to a climate to which they 
were not accustomed was sullicicnt to deter any cultivators in the neigh- 
bouring districts from changing their location; the desire was rather to 
make some thijig out of the Koorkoos, and Bheelalas, by encouraging 
them to make extensive clearances, to try improved cultivation, to sink 
or deepen avcIIs, and build more substantial habitations than they at pre- 
sent occuj)ied ; some few old cultivators from a distance, who desired to 
settle, were allowed, in the hopes that their setting the example, and act- 
ing as instructors would be beneficial to these wild races, whose whole 
system of agriculture consists in simply scratching up the ground with a 
rude wooden plough, or harrow, and casting therein the seed for rain 
crops. Of manure irrigation, the rotation of crops, &c. they arc utterly 
ignorant. 


108. To give confidence, the old fort at Poonassa situated in a 
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healthy locality, was cleared 6ut, and made the head quarter of an out- 
post of 1 havildar and 12 men of the Malwa Bheel corps, and 4 Sowars ; 
a few prisoners were sent from Mundlaisir to work in the dry season ; 
to supply these, a local demand was created, which led to the opening of 
a bunneah’s shop, and afforded a market for the produce of the Bheels : 
the success hitherto has been beyond expectation ; a small village has 
taken root on the ruins of Pooiiassa, the sickness so much dreaded before 
was not found to prevail, and the prospects of the future are alike cheer- 
ing and gratifying; 114* new ploughs having been set a- 

• 49 \\ithoiit advances. • • i i i 

receiving advances, goiiig 111 tliis dcsolatc pcrgunnah. 

lOJ). Several wells have been cleared out, to aid which, advances were 
sanctioned, as well as to patels (Bheelalas) for the purchase of carts, and 
for roofing the houses with tiles. Much good may be anticipated from the 
new road, tlie expense of which is to be borne proportionally by Ilolkar 
and Scindiah, as it will open a thoroughffire through the pergunnah, and 
give vent to its products; grain of all kinds, (wheat, grain, and rice) are 
taken to Indore in large quantities, yet in the whole range of ghauts east- 
ward of Simrole, extending to a distance of some 80 miles, the Dhuntalow 
is the only pass practicable for carts (laden) and tliat not a very good one ; 
bullock tracks are numerous and ditficiilt ; water generally scarce ; the 
jungle thick, and for more than 20 miles, not a hut to l)e seen, the only 
location deserving the name of a village is at the Khari river, occupied 
by a few Koorkoos. 

110. The road proposed via Peepuldah will save 10 miles distance, 
crossing a better country, with greater facilities for being rendered pass- 
able throughout the year. The Peepuldah ghaut is tolerably easy : from 
thence to Katkoot (Holkars) the road through jungle is practicable. Kat- 
koot is inhabited, and has bunneahs shops ; thence to Buckhutgurh on 
the Nerbudda (also inhabited by Bheels) where there is a good ferry: 
here one of the guaraiiteed chiefs of the Seylanee Buckhutgurh family 
resides. Crossing the Nerbudda proceeding to Poonassa, the stages are 
easy and w ater plentiful : cutting the jungle along the line was commenc- 
ed in the proper season this year, and some progress made. It was intend- 
ed to re-open the old road from Poonassa to Ilurdah, it requiring but 
little to make it passable for carts, beyond sloping the approaches to 
nullahs. 
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111. Great relief during this year was afforded to those under engage- 
ments, by altering the periods for the payment of their kists, and making 
the dates on which their instalments fell due, happen after the period at 
which their crops could have found a market. 

112. Lieutenant Evans reported, that the tanks and weirs were all 
in good order ; that the Simrole ghaut and road had been finished, and a 
toll of two annas per laden bullock had been introduced, grain alone be- 
ing excepted, the proceeds of which toll were to be appropriated to the 
repairs and making of the ghaut and approaches ; the road towards Bur- 
wai had been pushed on, the plan being to metal the worst parts, level 
all inequalities, widen and straighten the line, making causeways with 
large stones and kunkur over shallow but muddy nullahs. The bad hil- 
ly part between Dhungoun and Deisgaum, Ki miles, had been repaired, 
the original line had been kept for 6 miles, but for the remainder, passing 
through jungle, a new one had been taken by Lieutenant Keatinge, to 
avoid a river which had to be crossed seven times, by this nearly one mile 
had been saved, and a better country crossed. Holkar and Scindiah con- 
tributed funds to this work. The Asseer road and pass have been kept 
in repair from the tolls, which have just covered the e.xpeiises. 

113. The unsettled state of that portion of the Nizam’s territory, 
divided from Niinar by the Tapty, was productive of no little injury to 
our people; not a dacoity had been known in Nimar since 181.5, when 
one took place in the Peeplode perguniiah committed by the Khaudeish 
Bheels of the Sathpooras, twenty-three of whom were apprehended and 
convicted. On the 29th January, however, the house of a wealthy Patel of 
the Peeplode pergunnah was attacked by a large body of armed men, 
and plundered of property, ready money and bullion, to the estimated 
amount of lls. 14,000 ; and early in March a similar attack occurred at 
Paraitee also in the same pergunnah, in which property valued at Rs. 
374 was carried off. Both these outrages were perpetrated by large bodies 
of men, well armed with matchlocks, from across the river, the names of 
five of the reputed leaders were known, they had not however been seized. 
A party from thcdacoitee office had been sent after them by the Resident 
at Indore ; the bands were reported to be in such strength, that the Nizam’s 
Amil of Akot(Berar)had strengthened himself with a party of 50 Arabs; 
this same band had perpetrated an extensive dacoity to the amount of a lakh 
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of rupees at Kariinj in lierar. The Police karkoon and his two peeadahs 
showed considerable courapje in taking up and carrying on the trail in 
the Paraitce attack, and fouglit when they came up with some of the 
stragglers after sixteenmiles tracking, recovering some articles (brass pots), 
and tlien continuing tlie trace into, and through the Zynabad pergiin- 
nail, to the Jutgurh hills, on the borders of lierar, whence no doubt the 
band had come. 


1 1 I. livery exertion A\as made to ellect the apprehension of these 
marauders, ])ut without success ; pursuit after they have crossed the Tap- 
ty, was vain. The dislurbances at IMulkapoor (Nizam’s) between Hin- 
doos and ?^loosulnians, liad drawn a number of idle and needy men to this 
(juavt(‘r, some of whom it was clear had been engaged in these outrages; 
it became im])eratively necessary to adopt jireventive measures to secure 
tlie integrity of the Nimar border, and posts were accordingly occupied 
l)y dcdachmentsofScindialfs cavalry at {ioorhan])oor; that these were hap- 
pily successful was reported by Cajitaiii Kvans in his annual report for 
tlie year I'ollowing, wdiich for conveuienee of reference is here ([noted: 

Tlic past 3 car has been w ithout a repetition of the dacoities which were 
“ perpetrated in the year previous, by gangs from the Nizam’s side of the 
Tapty. This good fortune has b(*en owing to the presence of the troop 
ol’the 1st Cavalry, G walior Contingent, placed by you (the Resident) at 
my disposal, for detac!\ineiit in tlie l\ieplodc and Asseer porguiinalis 
along the 'i^apty. The wdiole troop has now rejoined regimental head- 
([uarters, ewceiit 1 Diidadar and lb Sow^ars, whom I [impose station- 
“ iag a s'liii ill (ioiuhvana as soon as the sickly season is past. At present 
they are at a village about IS miles from Khuudwah, in a perfectly 
‘‘ licaltliy ])lac(*.” 


uhui DOT, \ n. 


115. In the table in the margin the revenue 

demand is 
contrasted for 
three years, 
also the col- 
lections, a de- 
crease main- 
ly arises from 




Mmiliiit 1 A 1) 

'iinilmtl A. I>. j 

Siinil)ut| A. n. 

Suinbiit 

A. 1). 



I'.Mil jlSiT- 

1 . I'K) > as 1'-;- 1' 

1000 jis4o-:.o 

1007 

i8.)0-;ii 

I/ind 

<U m iml, 

Sv'W <U J lUlt.l, 


1 

i 

1 1,70,101 

1 -iTaci 

1,71, 5 sr> 

‘20.oh:{ 

1,08 

28 

,77 1 

.,020 

i’ot.il ilnu.ind, 

•• 

j i.iujsn 

1 l,07,SIO 

1,08,208 

1,07, -103 

(a*ll( ,'t KHIS, . . 


1 

1 1,70,077 

1,89,311 

1,89,707 


tlie icstorationimdcr orders of the Hon’ble the Court of Directors to the 
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Land 

fiovt. 


Rp\cmuo. 

nctiKiitd. 


1819-.'i0 

1850-.'j1 

Riilihli, 

dd.drii 

44,1 1 1 

Srimiiuli, 

I,2:),2di 

1,21,030 

Totiil, 

1 , 7 I , .5 S T) 


Rcalib.cd, 1 

i,(J2,r.:i2 

1,01,070 




R npce,. 

(irohs .InnKilmndc**, 1 

3,0S,1 K) 

2,03,01.7 

18l0-r>0. / 



Dccroisf 

10,00 1 

0,001 



12,07.) 

0, 1 .3 1 

JuiiiulMiiulce ofTiO-.*) 1 . 

3,10,007 

2,04,203 


a In this Chc^auiu ami Nou^aiiiii .iic 
orconiM; not iiiLluded. 


Poorundurrah Japjhirdar of the villages of 
Chegauni and Nowgaum resumed by us 
in 1810. 


IIG. In Kanapoor from new villages 
there was an increase of Ils. lOl-15-f), and 
in liurrcah from irrigation of Ils. ‘ilO-fj-O, 
in Asseer a decrease of Rs. 181-7-3 from 
cultivators deserting. 


('Iii'j^aiini, 

Now.i'auin, 

Tuiiil, Hs. .. 


tauil Kev- 
(•mic, (lo- 
I M'lnnit'iir 
(Unnaml. 


Sovsai jmna, 

.(io\( I IMIU'Ill 

j (lean imt. 


« o; i‘2s 12 0 

fjCt 1), :u) 0 0 

1) i,')S 12 0 


117. Sciiidlah’s districts present an 
increase, except in Khundwaln Aseer and 
Moondeo,^’ in which there was a sligh! 
loss : partly from a reduction of assess- 
ment on Moond lands. 


118. If to the total demand, the realisation on account of former 
balance be addc'd, the total amount realisiul will 
be Rs, 1,01,1 18, the balance of the year 1810-50 
remaining unpaid, Rs. 1,108-0-0 was irre- 
coverable. The season proved an average one 
.generally speaking, thougli the tall of rain was scanty. 


Tol.il icaliscd, .. 11'.. l,S<l,7n7 

Add ii’iiliscd III' ISlS-ll) \ 1,111 

and IS j - 

Total, Uh. 1,1) 1,1 IS 


110. Lieutenant Evans conceived the decrease in Die Kliundwah 
and Asseer pcrgunnalis, ascribable principally to the smaller amount of 
tuccavee issued both for seed and food, and new ploughs in the ])ast 
two years, the village bankers being less willing to lend in Khalsa vil- 
lages to the poorer and less industrious cultivators, who without ad- 
vances for seed and bullocks every season, would not cultivate, and tliat 
"" Puggrus ” or rent-free tenures for two or three years, had been almost 
entirely discontinued. 


• Khundwiilj, Rs. G158-4; Ansecr. R'?. 7.'>2-l, Moondcc, Rs. Id- 14. 
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120. There is unquestionably much truth in the first of the causes 
assigned, and it would be better to run some risk, or even incur some 
losses in tiiccavees, than check the efforts of people of the classes refer- 
red to, on whose reclamation much of the future prosperity of the dis- 
trict must depend, than by being too niggardly in advancing them capital 
where no private capitalist would come forward, and Captain Evans was 
encouraged to this course. 

121. The tuccavee balance remaining due at the end of Sumbut 1906, 
was Rupees 9,271-8-6. The issue in the year had been Rs. 7,614-4-0, 
making a total of Rs. 16,88.')-12-6. Of this Rs. 6,720-13-6 had been re- 
covered, leaving a balance of Rs. 10,164-15, including the large sum of Rs. 
2,134-7-6, granted in Poonassa, no ultimate loss was anticipated on this 
account. During January and February the whole of Gondwarrah, stretch- 
ing eastward of Roorhanpoor, nearly 60 miles along the Tapty, was visit- 
ed by Captain Evans. He found it a most fertile district, but described 
the climate as deadly ; such only as a Gond, or one acclimated from youth, 
oould live in during the months from August to January. 

122. A striking instance of the progress of education is noted by 
Captain Evans. lie found in a village a young Rrahmin teaching the chil- 
dren of a Gond Patel ; he had become acclimated, and as he was intelli- 
gent and willing, and likely to be useful. Captain Evans brought him with 
him and put him to school at Mundlaisir, that he might acquire and learn 
a little more useful knowledge and return after the rains to Gondwarrah, 
better fitted to resume his teaching. It is to be hoped that this interest- 
ing experiment will succeed, for these people must be taught in their jun- 
gles, which they will not leave to attend a school ; the children who had 
come to Peeplode when away from their friends, pined so much, that it 
was necessary to send them back to their homes, near to which it must 
be endeavoured to give then instruction. 

123. In Poonassa the prospects were most encouraging, and it was 
to be hoped permanently so; the acting Komasdar proved himself most 
active and zealous, taking much interest in the work, he himself volunteer- 
ed to undertake carrying out the original intention : all was being done 
through the Bheels, Bheelalas, Koorkoos, and other jungle tribes, who 
were being led to adopt a better system of agriculture, to dig wells, and 
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cultivate rubbee crops, to construct tiled houses, and live more comfor- 
tably, the few old cultivators who had been settled, speedily lost heart, 
they could not bear up against the labour of clearing the jungle, whose 
growth was of a century and upwards : nor against the ravages commit- 
ted by wild animals amongst their crops and cattle, though the climate 
did not prove insalubrious. The wild tribes on the contrary used the 
axe by day with an ease and dexterity almost incredible, and at night 
watching their fields, matchlock, or bow and arrow in hand, as a pastime, 
enjoying the sport, which to them often gave food, they having no scru- 
ple in eating the game they killed. 


124. During this year great progress had been made in the survey 
and measurement of the district preparatory to its regular settlement. 
Captain Evans had always strongly supported the Khalsa system, urged 
and advocated by his predecessor Captain French. This note on the pro- 
vince cannot better be closed than in his own remarks. 

“ As the Khalsa system will, in British Nimar at all events, come 
“ to an end this year, it is advisable to look back, and see the result it 
“ has produced during the five years it has been in operation. The 
“ revenue (Government demand) in British Nimar, exclusive of Cheh- 
“ gaum and Nowgaum, in 1903, the first year of Khalsa management, 

“ was Rs. 43,371. It is now Rs. 44,144. 
“ The increase has been but Rs. 773, an 
“ amount very small when it is considcr- 
“ ed how much money has been expended 
“ by Government in various ways. Of the 
“ British districts, Kusrawud, the chief 
“ one, was already as well cultivated and 
“ inhabited almost as it could be, and in it 
“ there was little room for improvement. 
“ In Kanapoor and Burreah, 11 villages 
“ have been re-settled, and these two pergunnahs exhibit an increase of 
“ Rupees 1025 to the yearly revenue. Only two villages remain now 
“ uninhabited. The Asseer 17 villages are as they were, indeed have 
“ somewhat retrograded. The increase then is very small on the whole, 
“ as regards Government. 



Sumbut 

Sumbut, 


1903, 

1907, 


A. D. 

A. D. 


1846-47. 

1850-51. 

Ku.svawud, 

26,123 

26,229 

Mundlaisur, 

2,320 

2,106 

Kanapoor, 

6,581 

6,964 

Burreah, 

6,334 

6,976 

17 Villages in Asscer, .. 

1 2.013 

1,869 

Total, . . . . 

j 43,371 

44,144 


In Sumbut 1902, last year of the Ijara system, 
it was Rupees 45,371. 


II 
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""Turning again to British Scindiah the result is not more satisfac- 
"" tory. Here also is a greater scope for improvement ; vast tracts lie 
desolate, where the soil is most rich, wood and water abundant, every 
“ facility in short for re-scttlemcnt. The result is, 100 villages re-settled, 
‘" but no increase on the whole of the revenue. Here the liberality of 

"" Government has been even greater than 
"" in British Nimar. Much money has 
"" been expended in works of public utility, 
"" tanks, weirs, roads, iS:c. Much considera- 
"" tion was shown the renters in relieving 
"" of their burthen those who complained 
"" and made it apparent that they were 
heavily borne u pon. T iiccavee for se ve- 
"" ral years was largely disbursed to both 
“ old and new cultivators. Every measure 
"" in short adopted to improve the country. 
"" Yet in the two largest and best pergiin- 
“ nahs, Khundwah and Asseer, there has been as mentioned above, a 
“ decrease during the past year of Rs. 1890-8. 

“ I have stated before that the cause of this decrease is attribut- 
“ ed to the cessation in a great measure of issuing tuccaveeto old cul- 
“ tivators for seed, food, and bullocks; and to the abolition of puggrus 
or tenures rent free for a certain time to new settlers. That seed and 
“ food should be required will not seem odd, but the mention of bullocks 
might lead to the idea, that these had been sold in default. Such is 
“ not the case, selling uj) is scarcely even practised, and even wlien re- 
sorted to, of course the implements of husbandry, bullocks, &c. are 
"" sacred. But they buy cheap and inferior cattle not having the means 
“ to pay for better, they feed them little, and work them hard, so that 
they rarely last long. 


i 

1 

Sumbut 

1903. 

Sumbut 

1907. 

Miundwah, ^ 

00,282 

00,788 

Hurwai, j 

H .7 r )5 

9,211 

Dhurganm, 

11,879 

12,293 

Seylanee and Hillara, . . i 

2,707 

2,732 

I’oonasha, i 

481 

782 

Attodc, 

430 

801 

Moondur, 

2,910 

2,799 

Asscor, 

2.'>,973 

24.403 

Peeplode, . . . . . ' 

(>,028 

(>.384 

Hhanignrh, 

4.501 

4,377 

Total 

1,24,0 1:> 

1,24,630 


Ill the Suuibut 1902 when all villages were in 
lease the Government ilmiand was Hs. 1,31,408. 


“ Under the Ijara system the village renter supplied these, and 
“ many renters have been ruined in consequence, having large claims 
which even now they cannot realise. They had to pay interest tor the 
“ money they borrowed to lend their assamies, or to stand security ; in 
either case the result was the same. 
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“ As regards puggrus the system seemed so objectionable, in 
“ affording inducement to idle lazy cultivators to wander continually, 
“ with a view of escaping payment of rent, that I abolished it almost en- 
“ tirely ; substituting a very gradually increasing rate, commencing from 
“ the first year that seed was sown. It is not relished however, and the 
“ consequence is, that so much new land is not now taken up as former- 
“ ly, i. e. four and five years ago. Still I think the ];rinciple is right. 
“ These lands coming under assessment filled up the gaps in the revenue 
“ left by cultivators, who had died or deserted, or ceiised to cultivate. 

“ I have been led into making these remarks, because I am aware 
“ that the Khalsa system having been permitted to be maintained in op- 
“ position to the better judgment of yourself and His Honor the Lieu- 
“ tenant Governor N. W. P, it is incumbent on me to shew that the 
“ grounds gone iqion were good, and that the results have warranted my 
" having ventured to differ from those more experienced and better quali- 
" fied to judge. I candidly confess that these results are wanting, or at all 
“ events, that considering the labour and expense, they ought to have been 
“ greater. Comparing them also with the results obtaimnl in Mhairwar- 
“ ra, though lam not venturing to put myself in comparison with Major 
“ Dixon, they are not very encouraging. Yet my predecessor Captain 
“ French used to compare Nimar to Mhairwarra, I wish the resemblance 
“ held good to the full extent. 

“ Is the Khalsa system to be considered then, as having entirely 
“ failed in being of any benefit to the country ? I do not think it would be 
“ quite correct to say .so. It has given all a breathing time ; it has en- 
“ abled us to acquire very much information ; much money has been cir- 
“ ciliated ; many cultivators assisted with loans free of interest ; the so- 
“ licitude shown for them has given heart to the good and industrious ; 

many deserted villages have been re-settled ; many new wells have been 
“ dug up and old ones cleared out ; many tiled houses built ; and upwards 
“ of 2(),()()() beegahs of land more than before, brought under the jiloiigh. 

“ I think the question asked in the 2nd para, of Mr. Secretary Thorn- 
“ ton’s letter No. 3225, dated IGth October last, may be answered in the 
“ affirmative, that generally speaking the circumstances of the people 
“ have improved. 

u 2 
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" It must be borne in mind also that large reductions in assessment 
" have taken place, especially in Britsh Scindiah Nimar, where large sums 
" assessed on the leases of villages, in which there chanced to be, at the 
“ time of giving the lease, much land uncultivated, and which the renter 
“ was charged the full tax for, whether it afterwards came under cultiva- 
" tion or not, have been taken off, or reduced so as to leave the renter 
“ some profit from bringing them under the plough. The rate on land 
“ watered from wells also has been reduced to a maximum of rupees 
“ three per beegah. It ranged formerly as high as 8, 9 and 10 on many 
“ lands. New huqs also have been granted in Khalsa villages, that of 
" the Patels amounting to Rs. 7,549 per annum. The rate on Moond 
“ lands has been reduced. Yet with all these reductions and deductions, 
“ the Government demand has not decreased, new land has fallen under 
“ the plough, and so the deficiency has been made good. The same 
“ amount is distributed over a greater space, and more evenly, and con- 
“ sequently bears less heavily than before on those from whom it is 
“ levied.” 

125. No new tanks or weirs were constructed during the year, the 
old ones were reported in good order, and the tanks mostly pretty full. 

R. N. C. HAMILTON, 


Resident. 
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Statement of Receipts and Disbursements qf Scindiah's Uimar from 

1823-24 to 1850 - 51 . 


Years. 

Total Recci 
on account ol 
Revenue. 


Total 

Disbursements. 

Irrecoverable 

Balance. 

Amount 
credited to 
Scindiah’s Govt. 

1 

Remarks. | 


RS. 

A. 

p. 

R8. 

A. 

p. 

RS. 

A. 

p. 

RS. 

A. 

p. 

•4-^ 

1823-24, 

64,225 

1 

3 

50,009 

14 

6 

♦» 



14,216 

0 

6 

t-* 

1824-25, 

1,23,434 

7 

6 

80,646 

13 

10 




42,787 

9 

11 

o 

o 

1825-26, 

1,48,920 

9 

5 

47,269 

8 

6 

a 



1,01,651 

0 

11 

’B 

1826-27, 

1,61,140 

4 

1 

43,422 

14 

6 

M 



1,17,716 

5 

9 

g. 

Ol 

o 

1827-28, 

1,60,561 

6 

9 

43,493 

12 

0 

tt 



1,17,067 

10 

9 

1828-29, 

1,61,224 

4 

2 

43,652 

1 

0 

6,409 

15 

3 

1,23,982 

2 

5 

. 

a> ^ 

1829-30, 

1,60,711 

13 

5 

43,538 

15 

5 

ft 



1,17,172 

14 

0 

W Vi 

1830-31, 

1,41,565 

2 

8 

33,999 

12 

11 

26,892 

4 

4 

97,565 

5 

9 

1 ^ 

1831-32, 

1,65,973 

12 

0 

44,115 

15 

7 

»» 



1,21,857 

12 

5 

cz 

u 

O 

1832-33, 

1,61,775 

7 

1 

45,037 

0 

3 

104 

0 

0 

1,16,738 

6 

10 

5 c3 

1833-34, 

87,583 

15 

1 

44,290 

9 

0 

46,841 

13 

0 

83,290 

6 

1 

0 « T3 

1834-35, 

1,64,005 

2 

7 

62,846 

12 

3 

992 

9 

9 

1,01,158 

6 

4 

is y 

1835-36, 

1,66,855 

9 

6 

45,303 

2 

0 

875 

8 

0 

1,21,552 

7 

6 


1836-37, 

1,59,436 

14 

11 

43,805 

8 

6 

284 

15 

3 

1,15,031 

6 

5 

P 2 

1837-38, 

1,61,458 

13 

6 

44,348 

9 

0 

7,351 

10 

0 

1,17,110 

4 

6 

00 ^ 
^ 3 

1838-39, 

1,50,635 

4 

7 

43,805 

9 

3 

ft 



1,00,829 

11 

5 

I- 0) ^ 

1839-40, 

1,25,005 

10 

1 

42,853 

3 

6 

21,078 

7 

3 

82,212 

6 

7 

^ y 

■5 O G 

1840-41, 

1,20,964 

4 

0 

42,102 

6 

9 

46,814 

10 

9 

78,801 

13 

3 

is is 

S -2 

i 

1841-42, 

1,31,665 

0 

8 

42,306 

3 

6 

29,443 

8 

9 

89,358 

13 

2 

1842-43, 

1,59,640 

0 

5 

44,057 

15 

9 

2,052 

4 

0 

1,15,552 

0 

8 

o -Q ir' 

CJ C3 Ol 

1843-44, 

1,70,188 

3 

6 

44,426 

3 

3 

7,711 

12 

0 

1,25,762 

0 

3 

w «c 

01 













Ci o G 

1844-45, 

1,09,884 

10 

9 

46,907 

12 

0 

75,757 

13 

3 

02,976-14 

9 

H i-i cn 

1845-46, 

1,00,152 

10 

4 

02,267 

9 

2 

70,681 

8 

3 

37,885 

1 

2 

S 0^ 

B 

1846-47, 

1,38,898 

2 

6 

65,265 

14 

0 

1,538 

15 

3 

73,632 

4 

6 

it” 

1847-48, 

1,37,100 

7 

4 

79,074 

3 

6 

tt 



57,486 

3 

10 


1848-49, 

1,32,214 

4 

0 

68,990 

11 

1 1 

10,629 

11 

3 

63,223 

5 

3 

01 At 


1,37,035 












1849-50, 

2 

2 

64,487 

0 

4 

3,996 

11 

3 

72,548 

1 

10 

a 

1850-51, 

1,43,386 

3 

5 

69,297 

15 

0 

tt 



74,088 

4 

5 

l-H 
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Htaicment of Jteceipts and Dishiirsemerits in liritish Nimar from 
182t-^25 to 1850-51. 


Yeais, 

Total Receipts 
on account of 
Revenue. 

Total 

Disbursements. 

Irrecoverable 

Balance. 

Amount 
credited to 
British Treasury 


KS. 

A. 1‘. 

HS. 

A . V. 

us. 

A. 

1'. 

us. 

A. 

p. 

1821-25, 

86,301 

2 1 

81,212 

3 0 

M 



2,148 

14 

7 

1825-20, 

89,797 

11 5 

1,02,508 

9 3 

U 



»» 



1820-27, 

80,000 

3 5 

90,857 

13 1 

>) 






1827-28, 

80,898 

0 0 

1,01,870 

2 7 

ff 



,, 



1828-29, 

87,909 

1 2 

94,978 

14 7 

1,178 

6 

0 




1829-80, 

87,314 

0 0 

80,702 

9 7 




Oil 

12 

11 

1830-81, 

81,995 

2 3 

84,959 

8 7 

3,0!)8 

7 

3 

131 

0 

n 

1831.32, 

83,513 

15 1 

80,298 

14 6 

>) 



3,215 

0 

7 

1832-33, 

84,079 

1 3 

78,057 

2 0 

f> 



0,022 

2 

3 

1833-31, 

52,593 

5 11 

84,115 

11 7 

29,982 

0 

0 

n 



1831-35, 

83,704 

10 0 

85,570 

11 10 

180 

9 

0 

)> 



1835-30, 

83,350 

0 0 

81,441 

10 1 

81 

5 

3 

1,903 

1 

8 

1830-37, 

80,218 

2 7 

71.077 

13 8 




9,140 

4 

10 

1837-38, 

81,923 

3 7 

50,731 

7 3 




31,191 

12 

4 

1838-39, 

80,891 

5 0 

1,13,827 

14 7 

2,115 

4 

0 

,, 



1839-40, 

72,182 

1 0 

81,217 

5 11 

3,531 

0 

3 




1840-11, 

05,825 

0 4 

81,732 

0 2 

2,579 

10 

0 




1841-42, 

72,533 

5 8 

87,727 

15 11 

15,427 

15 

9 

)> 



1812-43, 

77,131 

1 9 

97,010 

13 9 

7,901 

0 

0 

yf 



1843-41, 

81,927 

13 3 

92,908 

13 9 

2,420 

7 

0 

5 > 



1814-15, 

00,945 

1 2 

73,931 

9 9 

27,100 

0 

0 

,, 



1845-10, 

48,013 

2 2 

07,080 

8 7 

29,215 

8 

0 

yy 



1840-17, 

02,870 

8 10 

1,00,090 

1 5 5 

M 



1, 



1847-48, 

04,380 

4 0 

1,05,125 

0 3 




5’ 



1848-49, 

00,041 

5 1 

1,11,219 

7 2 

8,593 

15 

3 

yy 



1819-50, 

71,105 

9 2 

97,121 

15 1 

438 

4 

4 

yy 



1850-51, 

09,781 

4 2 

1,00,923 

1 2 2 

)> 



yy 




Nimar Ap^ciicij Office, } 

The Mai/, 1852. >' 


K. II. KEATINGE, 
Toll. Asst, in Nimar. 


The accounts for tlie first few years are not full or complete, 
n the column of Irrecoverable Balance the sums are placed as much as nossible opposite the Remarks, 
correct year, though the sums were sanctioned after se\eral vears’ delay. 




Statement Receipts and DisburseTnents of 


Disbursements in Scindiah’s iNimai 


y ears. 

Amount of 
Collections. 

Fixed 
Expen- 
ses of 
manage- 
ment. 

T uccavee 
advanced 
to Ryots 
and cost 
of new 
ploughs. 

Schools. 

i share of 
new Jail 
House 
erected at 
Mundlai- 
sir. 

One per cent 
Road Fund. 

Extra 

Grants 

for 

Hoad 

repairs. 

Tanks and 
Wells. 

Reward for 
killing 
Tigers. 

Compensatior 
in lieuof lluci 
of transit dut) 


1 

2 

3 ■ 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1839-40 

126,547 

0 

10 

30,00*6 

1,137 

0 

1,800 

. , 



, , 


. . 

. . 

.. 

. . 

. . 


• • 

.. 


1840-41 

121,077 

12 

0 

30,000 

8,057 

0 

1,800 

• • 



.. 



• . 


. . 

. . 


• • 



1841-42 

133,816 

4 

3 

30,000 

3,911 

0 

1,800 






. . 

325 

0 

0 

. . 


• • 



1842-43 

163,924 

3 

8 

30,000 

1,253 

0 

1,800 

• • 


, , 



. . 


• • 


. • 


. . 



1843-44 

176,144 

11 

11 

30,000 

507 

0 

1,800 

, , 





. . 

, , 


, . 

• . 




• 

1814-45 

112,372 

6 

9 

30,000 

460 

0 

1,800 



5,050 

10 

9 

, , 

. . 

. . 

. . 

. . 


. . 



1845-40 

101,091 

12 

4 

30,000 

2,080 

10 

1,800 

, , 


1,001 

8 

5 

3,500 

16,095 

0 

0 

1,043 

12 

9 9 



1846-47 

139,749 

10 

0 

30,000 

598 

10 

1,800 

, , 


1,388 

15 

8 

2,000 

5,805 

8 

9 

2,059 

0 

6,741 

12 

1 

1847t48 

137,083 

7 

4 

30,000 

37 

12 

1,800 

, , 

. , 

5,090 

9 

8 

, , 

10,030 

11 

10 

1,335 

0 

6,741 

12 


1848-49 

136,468 

9 

4 

1 30,000; 5,948 

4 

1,800 

1,526 

4 

1,322 

2 

3 

•• 

200 

()| 0 

1,043 

1 01 7,179 

112 

- 


Disbursements in Scindiah’s Nimar under Treaty. 


Years. 

Pay of Sillanee 
and Buckhutgurh 
• Chiefs. 

Mokassa, a subsidy 
formerly paid to the 
PaLshwah and now 
to the Company. 

Charitable Pensions 
and allowances 
(Dhurniada Wur- 
sashm.) 

Total. 

Grand Total of 
Expenditure in 
Scindiah’s Nimar. 

Balance Cash credit 
ed to Scindiah in 
British Accounts. 


21 

22 

23 

24 

2 

5 


26 

1839-10 

4,038 


9 • 

4,661 

11 

6 

2,353 

8 

• • 

11,053 

3 

9 

43,990 

3 

9 

82,556 

13 


1840-41 

4,038 



3,920 

14 

9 

2,353 

8 


10,312 

6 

9 

50,219 

6 

9 

71,458 

5 

j 

1841-42 

4,038 


• 9 

3,789 

11 

6 

2,353 

8 


10,181 

3 

6 

46,217 

3 

6 

87,599 

0 

c 

1842-43 

4,038 



5,864 

7 

9 

2,353 

8 


12,255 

15 

9 

45,308 

15 

9 

118,615 

3 

11 

1843-44 

4,038 



6,234 

11 

3 

2,353 

8 


12,026 

3 

3 

44,933 

3 

3 

131,211 

8 


1844-45 

4,038 



3,665 

9 

3 

2,353 

8 

• • 

10,057 

1 

3 

47,373 

12 

0 

64,998 

10 

t 

1845-46 

4,038 



1,832 

2 

9 

2,353 

8 


8,223 

10 

9 

64,344 

9 

2 

36,747 

3 


1846-47 

4,038 



4,741 

12 

9 

2,353 

8 


11,133 

4 

9 

65,823 

14 

0 

73,925 

12 

( 

1847-48 

4,038 



4,549 

6 

3 

2,353 

8 


10,940 

14 

3 

79,674 

3 

6 

58,009 

3 

1 ( 

1848-49 

4,038 



4,303 

9 

9 

2,353 

8 

• 9 

10,695 

1 

9 

74,902 

7 

1 

61,566 

2 

1 


H. If. KEATINGE, 

Poll. Assist, Nimar, 


Scindiah's Nimarjrom 1839-40 to 1848 - 49 . 


by the Political Assistant. 


Miscellaneous 

charges. 

Dhurmsallas. 

Erection 
of New 
Than- 
iiahs and 
repairs of 
old. 

Native Deputy 
Collector’s pay 
and Establish- 
ment. 

Assistant 

Superintendent’s 

Establishment. 

Dawk 
Bunga- 
lows 
erected 
in Niinar 
District. 

New Stables 
erected for 
Sowars on 
out-post 
duty. 

Prisoners 
dieting ex- 
penses. 

New 
Bouts 
made in 
Bham- 
gurh and 
Moondee. 

Total Expendi- 
ture by Political 
Assistant. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 





. . 

. . 


. . 



, , 


, . 








32,937 

0 

0 




. . 



50 


• • 

, . 


-- 



« % 


, . 



.39,907 

0 

0 




. . 


♦ • 


. • 






, , 



, . 



36,036 

0 

0 






• • 


. . 




, . 


• • 






33,053 

0 

0 




. . 


% • 



• • 



, , 








32,307 

0 

0 




• • 


• « 


. . 

• • 

, , 

« • 

, , 


, , 



« • 



37,316 

10 

9 




. . 


• • 






, , 





• • 



56,120 

i4 

5 

1 

14 

0 

2,200 

0 

0 

1,200 

828 

12 

4 

• • 






, , 



51,690 

9 

3 

635 

12 

9 

1,213 

10 

9 

300 

3,052 

8 

0 

545 

7 

9 

1,950 



. , 

, , 


68,734 

5 

3 

326 

5 

7 

1,252 

12 

0 

438 

3,052 

8 

0 

960 

1 

0 

3,000 

707 

3 

4,851 

2 

o 

o 

64,207 

5 

4 


Remarks. 


} Captain Abbott who had charge of the districts pressed the Collection so severely that emigration to adjacent 
j states was the consequence. 

No. 5. This expense will not recur. 

No. 8. Expenditure under this head has ceased. 

No. 9. This will decrease it is hoped yearly. 

No. 12, No expenses now under this head. 

No. 14. Necessary during settlement. No. 15. No assistant now. No. 16. Ceased. 

U. N. C. HAMILTON, 

Jiesident, 
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From 


No. 2689 of 1852. 

W. MUIR, Esquire, 

Secy, to the Govt. N. W. P. 


To 

R. N. C. HAMILTON, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 


Dated Agra^ the 30M June 1852. 

Sir, 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 

699, dated the 1st June, forwarding a report upon Nimar 
Revenue Department. Lieutciiant Evans, with notcs upon its administration 

drawn up by yourself. 

2. The Lieutenant Governor has perused Lieutenant Evans’ notes 
with much pleasure, and hopes that you will be able to maintain in the 
successors of Captain French and Lieutenant Evans, the same spirit 
which has always actuated them. The notes will serve to keep atten- 
tion directed to the objects which are of most interest. 

3. It is unnecessary to follow in detail each of the topics mentioned 
by -Lieutenant Evans, but it is hoped that the good work of civilization, 
which is mentioned in paras. 19-21, as having been commenced in 
Poonassa and the neighbouring pergunnahs, through the instrumentality 
of Narroo Bhikajee, may be carried on without interruption. 

4. With reference to para. 22-23, regarding schools, Mr. H. S. Reid 
will be desired to send to Lieutenant Keatinge, 12 copies of each work 
published in Hindee under his auspices, as a grant to the schools and 
libraries in Nimar. It is very possible that the idiom of the Hindee 
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current here differs from that of Nimar, but still the publications may 
he useful. 

5. The Lieutenant Governor desires me to thank you for the notes 
you have had prepared of the measures adopted in Nimar since we 
obtained possession of it. The abstract is likely to be useful in the 
future administration of the province. 

I have, &c. 

W. MUIR, 

Secy, to the Govt. N. W. P. 


Agra, the ^dthJune 1852. 



PART II. 


PRELIMINARY ORDERS. 


EXTRACT FROM A DISPATCH FROM THE HON’BLE COURT OF DIRECTORS. 
No. 3, DATED 16 th APRIt, 1845. 


Para. 49.—“ Few parts of the country which became subject 
“ to our administration, in consequence of the events of the late Mah- 
“ ratta war, have recovered less from the misery and devastsition caused 
“ by the state of affiiirs which preceded that period, than Nimar,” is the 
observation of Sir Claude Wade, the Resident at Indore ; and powerful 
evidence of the depressed state of the country is to be found in the con- 
stant demands for advances of Tuccavee and for remission of balances, 
which constitute the principal portion of the revenue correspondence of 
the Assistant in charge of the district. The importance of leading the 
ryots to depend more on their own exertions, and to trust less to the 
assistance afforded by Government, is forcibly pointed out in the letter 
from Captain Abbott to Sir C. Wade, dated the 31 st August, 1842; and 
we trust that this object will be steadily kept in. view, in the future ad- 
ministration of the country, as far as can be done consistently with the 
great object of ameliorating the condition of the people generally. 
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No. 4053 of 1846. 


From 


To 


J. Thornton, Esquire, , 

Secretary to the Govt, of the N. W. P. 

R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Residertt at Indore. 


Sir, 


Dated AgTQt tfte 20lh September, 1845. 


I am directed by the Hon’ble the Lieutenant Governor to trans- 
mit to you the annexed extract (Para. 49) of a despatch 
from the Hon’ble Court of Directors, dated 15th April 
1845, No. 3, regarding the Revenue Administration of Nimar. 


Revenue Department. 


2nd. His Honor desires me to observe, that the impression left on 
his mind from perusing some observations make by Lieutenant Colonel 
Sutherland, a few years ago when Resident at Gwalior, was different from 
the account of Nimar here given. Colonel Sutherland from personal obser- 
vation, considered the province in a flourishing condition. The documents 
on record in this office do not afford sufficient grounds for judging cor- 
rectly what is the real state of the district. 


3rd. Nor is there information readily available, explanatory of the 
system of administration prevailing in Nimar, especially in the Revenue 
Department. If there be any such detail ready prepared, the Lieutenant 
Governor requests you will favor him with a copy. 


4th. In any case, the remarks of the Hon’ble Court are recommend- 
ed to your serious consideration. His Honor is prepared to receive any 
observations, or proposals, which you may feel yourself disposed to offer 
on the subject. 


I have, &c., 

J. THORNTON, 

Secretary to the Govt. <f the N. W. P. 


Agra, the 
mh Sept. 1845. 
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No. 1228 of 1846. 

R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 

« 

J. Thornton, Esquire, 

Secretary to the Govt, of the N. W. P. 

Dated Indore Residency, the \hth yhigust, 1816. 

Sir, 

1 have the honor to transmit some statistical tables connected 
with the Nimar British and Scindiah districts, with a report received from 
the Political Assistant, Captain French, and to remark that, as it is my 
intention to make a complete tour through all parts of Nimar, as soon 
after the close of the rainy season as practicable, I shall reserve my obser- 
vations thereon, until, after personal enquiries and observations, 1 am 
enabled to speak with confidence. 

2. In justice to Captain French, I cannot delay the transmission of 
his report, nor an expression of my satisfaction at the zeal and the indefa- 
tigable industry with which he devotes himself to the duties entrusted 
to him. 


From 

To 


3. Although the rains have been unusually continuous, and there 
have been one or two very heavy falls, 1 am glad to be able to state that, 
not an embankment, or a repair of any old tank, or reservoir, has yet 
given way ; and I am in hope that the benefits contemplated by the out- 
lay, will be as productive of good, as the works themselves have been 
the means of preserving the rural population from starvation andpreyent- 
ed their emigration. 

4. The preparation of the tables occupies much time, which, in an 
office with a limited establishment, occasions much delay in other depart- 
ments and in current duties ; I trust, therefore, the tables now forward- 
ed may be returned to me, when no longer required in your office, or 
that I may be furnished with copies. 

I have, &c., 

Indore Residency ^ R. N.. C. HAMILTON, 

the Xbth August, 1846. Resident. 

i2 
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From 


To 


No. 197 of 1846. 

Captain P. T. French, 

Political Assistant in l^imar, 

R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore, 


Hated Mitndlaisur, the 1th Auf^usi, IS46. 

Sir, 

1 have now the honor of responding to the call of the Ilon’ble 
the Court of Directors, conveyed in your letter of the 29th September 
1845. 


In all that the late Resident at Indore, Colonel Sir C. Wade, 
K. C. B. says on the condition of this province, I fully concur, but I am 
not aware of that officer having done ought to render it other than he 
says it is. 

In fact I am yet to learn that Sir C. Wade or any of his pre- 
decessors, Residents of Indore, did anything to ameliorate the prospects 
of Niniar. Had they, less would have been called for in the jiresent year; 
the country would not be in the state the Colonel describes : the people 
would be somewhat prosperous ; the grand works constructed by the 
native rulers would not be useless and unprofitable for want of repair, 
and the present rulers would not have suffered so fearfully in revenue 
almost every other year as they have done. 

2. In my nearly 24 years of Indian experience, 1 know of no pro- 
vince that has suffered so much from neglect, as Nimar, and for this your 
predecessors in the Indore Agency are mainly responsible. 

True, that no country could be in a more lamentable condition 
than Nimar was on our assuming its government on the conclusion of 
the Mahratta war. It had been ravaged in all diiections for a long pre- 
vious jieriod ; and we found it nearly a depopulated desert. On the restor- 
ation of peace, the survivors of its people returned to their homes, but 
for them or the country,, little was done beyond restoring peace, up to the 
present year. 
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3. In Malwa, north of Niniar, opium, and the Residents of many 
courts did much, and if the states east and west had not their advantages, 
they at least had that of a mild land assessment. Khaindish, south of 
Nimar for long dould boast of none of these advantages, hut of late, what 
could be, has been done there, to ensure some of them. Its land tax was 
reduced not once but many times ; transit duties were abolished ; also the 
Pandur Putta with many other vexatious taxes that bore heavily on in- 
dustry and prohibited advancement in prosperity. There also, roads were 
constructed, and an etticiont establishment of European and native officers 
allowed. Here all has been the reverse, and with a minimum of materiel, 
we sought a maximum of income. 

i. The original land tax (and it has been little reduced) was too 
high, considering the impoverished state of the province, and that exacted 
in the neighbouring states, and the impolicy of this was added to, by a 
system long partially in use, and Imt lately conipletely abolished, of 
forced cultivation. Few- fanners have come to this Agency from thepro- 
vinces bordering on it, that were not originally of Nimar, and many that 
might have come, have held back from the impediments to leaving, 
were such their wish. Those we found poor, have remained so, and 
many of those that were otherwise, have become poor : no one here seems 
to have prospered under o»ir rule. 'I'he manufacturer has been ruined, 
his industry found no protective laws, while that of steam, duty free, 
drove him with all others to the plough. The imposts of Native Princes 
remained, but the absence of their expenditure, all experienced. Nimar 
had conferred on her few, if any, of the measures of amelioration intro- 
duced elsewhere, while she felt the inevitable evils of a foreign rule and 
absentee landlords. 

o. Nought in fact, has been done for the intprovement of the coun- 
try. It would, from the inquiries I have made, seenj to have been look- 
ed on as an infliction not to be got rid of, and it was neglected. My pre- 
decessors, I am informed, found it was futile suggesting any improvement 
that involves outlay now, though sure in time to make agood return, and 
they ceased to suggest any. The natural impression fron) such a state 
of things communicated itself to alt in the department, and year after 
year passed away— Nimar having the dread of evil without the prospect 
of good before her. 
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6. Yet the position of the province, on the high roacl from Hin- 
doostan to the Deccan, is surely worthy of some consideration. Its soil 
is generally very fine; it has in ordinary seasons many perennial streams, 
the remains of a vast number of tanks, some of which are on a grand 
scale, audits people are the least addicted to crime of any that have come 
under my observation during the long series of years I have been a Ma- 
gistrate. But the soil was over-taxed, as will be shown presently ; the 
streams ran unheeded to the sea ; the tanks have remained in the disre- 
pair we found them ; and the quiet habits of the people benefited them 
not. 


7. That Nimar was once a rich and flourishing province, under the 
houses of Mandoo and Dehli, we have historic proof of ; even were the 
remains of tanks and weirs none. That there were many difficulties 
to contend with, in restoring prosperity, is equally true, but that little or 
nothing has been done, is as much so. The hands of my predecessors 
were tied, and, instead of increasing, to the point of efficiency, their means 
of government of this extensive province, the establishments have been 
reduced, until all were in numbers rendered totally inadetjuate to a pro- 
per discharge of the duties of office. 

8, In a word, we reaped without sowing, and in exacting the rights 
of property, we forgot its duties, no one act leading to a conviction 
of the permanency of our stay. The tanks, wells, bowHes and serais, 
erected by former rulers, we left in the dilapidated state we found them, 
until the action of time nearly effaced their very remains; and the 
great remissions of revenue so frequently made, led us not to consider 
the wisdom of native rulers, which caused those works for the insurance 
of revenue, the welfare of the subject, and the encouragement of trade 
and industry. Had our rule been the reverse of all this; had the people 
of surrounding states beheld here a fostering Government ; it is certain 
many who had not wuttins” there, would have come here : but a 
beginning has been made, and it shall not be my fault, so long as I 
remain, if it be not hotly followed up. If Government will sow that 
it may reap, and recollect the duties as well as the right of property, Nimar 
will assuredly prosper and be again a flourishing province, rewarding 
both the rulers and ruled, while it will be an example to the surround- 
ing states. 
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9. The above is the essence of all I could say on the past, and it 
seems better that it were said than the reverse, in order to the prevention 
of an opinion prevailing, that Nimar was tried but found wanting. 

10. I shall now in a few words describe the revenue system hitherto 
prevailing in this province. The British pergunnahs (KhanRpoor, Bur- 
reea and Kusrawud) were for the first three years held Khalsa, but there 
was no Amildar over them. One was then appointed for all three, and the 
villages were leased out for the Sumbut year 1885. Then leases were 
granted for five years, but such was the reluctance to the terms by the far- 
mer (ryot) that there was every probability of the greater portion of the 
land lying untilled. Of this Colonel Delamain, then Political Agent in 
Nimar, heard when in Bombay about to leave for the Cape, which caused 
him to return. The rates were reduced on the whole about Rs. 2,000 and 
with some persuasion the people began ploughing. In Sumbut 1891 tlie 
villages were again leased out for five years, and in Sumbut 1896 for a like 
period ; these latter have just expired. Mundlaisur village was held in 
Kham up to about ten years back. 

11. Of Scindiah’s Nimar five pergunnahs came under this Agency 
in Sumbut 1880, and five others in Sumbut 1881. They were the follow- 
ing seasons let out in lease by the year up to Sumbut 1885, then from 
Sumbut 1886 to 1890, and from 1895 to Sumbut 1910, they were released : 
but in Sumbut 1896 the ravages by the cholera were very great, in con- 
secpience of which and of the high rates on land, many hundred cultiva- 
tors fled the country ; the rates were then reduced by about Bs. 20,000 to 
prevent further desertions. 

12. Each leaseholder had a pottah given hinj on which was inserted 
ill English and Hindee the amount he was to pay the Government in each 
year, and he gave in a “ daoal” certifying that from the kucha juinina, 
he would pay theghaum khurch, putta khurch (to himself) and chunda, 
all fixed items as well as the zemindar’s hnijs, being a percentage on 
the Government revenue received. Here it may be remarked, that all 
these payments were made, not by the constituted Government local 
officer, but by the highest bidder for the estate, to the detriment of the 
authority of the former, and to the exaltation of that of the latter, who 
might be no village or district zemindar, but a bunyan or foreigner. 
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13. A roll of the ryots, their land, and the sums they were each to 
pay, was given the leaseholder. He had not the power to raise the rent 
on any, or^ject, unless on authority, when the holder- of land would not 
pay his rent. Few ejections have occurred, because all pay readily when 
the crop is good, and because there is a want of, instead of a surplus, popu^ 
lation. The voice of the country is against clearances. Every man has 
a right to the land he cultivates, on his paying the stipulated rent; that 
right he may sell. He enjoys “ tenant right.” 

14. In some pergunnahs, where land in excess of that noted in. the 
lease was, brought \inder cultivation, the leaseholder of the village was 
allowed 20 percent, on the increased income to Ciovernment. In others, 
the lease included all the land of the village.. 

15. If a leaseholder, by outlay on wells, &c., &c., &c., brought dry 
land under irrigation, he reaped the increased revenue arising therefrom. 

16. But if the outlay was by Government, it derived the advantage, 
as did the cultivator were he the disburser on the well, &c., &r.; but only 
for so many years as would cover the sum expended, when the land paid 
irrigation rates. There is scarcely an instance of a leaseholder spending 
money in this way ; they were generally too poor, and the leases were too 
sljort: some few cultivators have however. 

17. Should the Ijardar not pay the full amount stipulated in his lease, 
the balance remains against him. In the following season he may pay 
the balance due, leaving probably one on that year ; thus sums accumulate 
beyond rescue, from even two or three consecutive good years, when one 
very bad one sweeps all off by remission. 

• 

18. When the season is so indifferent that the full revenue would dis- 
tress the leaseholder and ryot, the amil has to examine each field, as if 
the system were Kham, and that with a most inadequate establishment. 
This latter evil has now been remedied, but the " kucha pucka” Ijardar 
system hitherto prevailing here, this one paragraph alone shews. When 
the crops were good, examination was of course uncalled for. With in- 
different crops and an establishment so limited that examination was 
totally impossible, a wide door for corruption is left open ; a little of the 
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fields cannot be seen, and there is but one man, he most interested, as lease- 
holder, to induce a report favorable to his views by the amil. In a 
Khalsa and Kham rule this cannot be, for each farmer of a field cannot bribe. 

19. If any land specified in the roll given to the leaseholder fell out 
of cultivation, he was nominally responsible for its revenue, but only nom- 
inally, for every now and then all outstanding balances were swept off. 
But he paid himself the puttah khurch or fixed sum for the charges of 
collecting, though there might be against him a balance on the year. Thus 
he had a fixed income not varying with the amount collected, but on the 
full revenue noted in his lease. 

20. Yet very many have been ruined, or seriously injured, in a pecu- 
niary sense, by leasing villages, owing to the non-recovery of advances 
made to new and old cultivators ; to desertion by ryots ; and to a succes- 
sion of bad years. There are here many that never regularly settle down, 
such as Purdasee, Bhelala and Gond families; they take up land on Maa- 
fee or Pugrus” rates for or 4 years, and then desert, not paying the 
sum advanced them by the leaseholder for seed, grain and cattle. This, 
coupled with the abovementioned bad season, and the non-performance 
of any public work of utility by Government, has tended to the loss of 
the lessee. 

21. In the present year, that is in the last few months, no less than 
200 leases of villages have been thrown up, some of the places too being 
close to tanks lately repaired. In the puttah of each lessee it was stated, 
that in the event of throwing up his lease, he should restore the village 
cultivation to the limit it was at when he became Ijardar, but in what 
has been said above, reason will be seen for not trying to exact this. Each 
offer of resignation was accepted. It should also be mentioned that they 
complain of being deprived of a right, formerly exercised, of preventing 
the desertion of ryots, and reclaiming them if they deserted. I find in the 
records, a letter addressed to the Indore Dewan in January 1841, propos- 
ing that in future all deserting ryots shall be sent back, in order that 
neither sirkar shall lose by the desertion of ploughmen. Under such a 
system no country could or should prosper. Cases are known in which men 
desirous of locating in this agency, have taken a written promise from 
the Patel that they will be at liberty to leave it when they choose. This 
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extraordinary right of reclaiming deserters they have not with impunity 
exercised for some seasons, but to prevent such a thing as forced cultiva- 
tion, and the deprivation of free will to come and go, I made it known 
to all, that our Government granted to each and every one, perfect liberty 
to remain or go, paying all legal demands; to cultivate or not; and that 
the ryot would be called upon for revenue for that land only under the 
plough. 

22. None, however, of the regular cultivators have gone this year, 
speaking generally but many have come from other parts; yet unless they 
have taken up land lately thrown out of cultivation, for some time they 
will not add to the revenue. Many more would have come had our wells 
and tanks enabled them this past season to raise a little bajee, as well as 
afford water for themselves and cattle. But the wells and tanks were 
dry. 

26. From the above, the past system will, I believe, be understood; 
but I may add as an illustration that the kucha assamcewar roll of a gun- 
tee, a village in Khundwah, is Rupees 224-4. 


The Ghaum khurch is, 7 7 0 

Puttah khurch of Ijardar’s share, 15 0 0 

Chundah, 2 8 0 

Zemindar’s Imqs on collection, 1910 

Government dues, 180 4 0 


224 4 0 


This is a sample of the whole province rule. 

2i. The accompanying returns (Nos. 17 and 18, of the statistical 
tables sent you) give the financial working of the rules hitherto in force 
in British and his Highness Scindiah’s Nimar districts, from the com- 
mencement of our rule to the present time. In each some foot notes are 
attached. 

25. From Return No. 17 it will be seen that British Nimar has yield- 
ed in revenue under the heads given, Rs. 14,47,500-3-8 in the 28 years 
noted, or about Rs. 51,696 per annum. Properly Tuccavee, or cash ad- 
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vances to cultivators, should not be included^ as they are merely recoveries 
of sums lent, but the loan enabled the ryot to plough and he repaid it, 
paying also his rent. In the 28 years included in this return, the remissions 
amount to Rs. 1,18,785-10-4 ; but from the 1st to the end of April 1845, only 
Rs. 7,628-9-6 had been expended by Government on such essentials as 
wells and tanks.* The natural result has followed. In the past year, 
however, some amends have been made in this particular, the outlay be- 
ing nearly 11,000 rupees. 

26. The leases of nearly all British Nimar, expired on the 30th 
April last, and they are now held in Kham or Khalsa management. When 
raised by improvements and facilities for cultivation to a higher state of 
prosperity, it will be for Government to decide on their future manage- 
ment, Ijara or Khalsa. It is anticipated, that with some further outlay, a 
fixed revenue in a great degree may be insured. The amount struck off* 
or to be, on account of the two past most indifferent years, above 
Rs. 27,000 and 29,000, would do this it is believed. 

27. Return No. 18, Scindiah’s Nimar gives a total of collection as 
above from 1823-24 to 1825-26 of Rs. 31,29,131-15-4.]. In 23 years the 
entire sums paid down in cash to Scindiah, amounts to Rs. 21,95,235 

Collected by his Highness’ Amil in 1880 and 1881, . . . . .36,245 

Paid to Scindiah on account tanks, &c 3,12,475 

Total paid to or disbursed for Scindiah, . . . . 25,4.3,953 

giving an average of Rs. 1,10,606 on the 2.3 years, exclusive of remissions, 
repair of tanks, ghauts and roads, as well as cash advances to cultivators 
and the entire cost of management. 

28. Whatever the Gwalior durbar may think, this is a larger amount 
than these districts would ever realize to His Highness if under his rule, 
after defraying the cost of management, &c., &c. There is no doubt what- 
ever on this matter in the estimation of all the natives of Nimar, nor is 
there, that previous to the inroads of the Mahratta and Pindarcc, these 
pergunnahs were rich and flourishing, yielding four times and more than 
the present revenue to the then rulers. 


K 2 


* See column 13 of No. 5 Statistical Return. 
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29. The arrangement made with the Gwalior Government^ for the 
management of these districts, is most favorable to it, the reverse to the 
actual rulers. It will be seen by the loot notes to this Return No. 18, that 
the mere district establishments already amount to Rs. 28,226 per annum, 
and if improvement goes on, in time little if any of the Rs. 30,000 allowed 
for management, will remain, so that the entire cost of this agency, military 
and police establishments, will devolve mi the British Government. 

30. The remissions granted in British Nimar as above stated were 
in 28 years Rs. 1,18,783, or Rs. 4,242 on the average, and those of Scin- 
diah’s district in 23 years, wereRs. 3,78,132 or Rs. 16,440, including col- 
lections returned to the ryot, and bad debts struck off ; giving a total of 
revenue short of the J urnmabundee by Rs. 4,98,91.5. These are of course 
seasons that no efforts of amelioration can meet, but yet it is pretty 
certain that cither the rent of the land is excessive, or that to the total 
absence of such efforts, is the extent of this amount mainly attributable. 

31. The system sanctioned for the unleased villages is thus. A return 
will be formed of every field in the village, they will be numbered, and 
the average rent actually paid by each, in the past five years, be entered : 
the field will then be measured, in presence of the amil or mahalkany of 
the district, the mundloes and kanoongoes of the Talooka, with some 
patels and putwarees, before the cultivator, an entry being made in the 
village general return, denoting how many beegahs there are, and the 
rent each number of a particular soil and quality should pay. It is the 
interest of the mundloeeand kanoongo and patel, to enhance the rent as 
their huqs on a percentage on revenue received. The Putwaree may be an 
indifferent spectator, but the cultivator will be present to argue the 
point to the Punchayet and the amil. He has ^o the option of cultiva- 
ting or not, and if he persists in declining to accept the land on the esti- 
mate made by the punch, be he an hereditary cultivator of the village, 
in nine cases out of ten, I should say the estimate is too high. The cul- 
tivator is to pay only for the land under the plough, growing what he likes, 
and any portion of the fields he may decline, can be given to some one else. 

32. Thus the land once surveyed, there will be no necessity for a 
future measurement, be it all under cultivation ; and if not, only of the 
unoccupied portion. In the Deccan and Khandeish where the Kham sys- 
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tern prevails, the land is measured annually. The estimate formed by the 
Punchayet will, of course, require confirmation and sanction. Early in 
the coming year I hope to submit a detailed report of these estimates, 
and the working of the system lately sanctioned. 

33. The district establishments have been increased so as to suit the 
system above sketched, the extra charge in British Nimar not exceed- 
ing the amount hitherto paid as putta khurch to leaseholders. Were all 
Scindiah’s districts out of lease, a very considerable increase of pergunnah 
establishment would be necessary. 

34. Before submitting for approval the new system, I had seen much 
of the districts, and though the cultivators acquired some knowledge of 
the past, their wants and wishes all seemed to approve of the proposed 
plan, but time alone can tell the wisdom or otherwise of it. 

35. It was not only that hitherto the district establishments were 
incomplete, the European agency was equally so, and is still insufficient. 
In the early years of our rule there were here, with a political agent, 
two assistants; one reduction after another followed, until one man (on re- 
duced salary too) was expected to conduct all the revenue, police and 
magisterial duties of a tract of country extending over 3,000 square miles, 
and containing 1523 villages, besides the political duties of Ilolkar’s dis- 
trict on the Nurbiulda, the control over a jail, mainly filled with convicts 
from Mulva, and a general treasury. This last item involved very much 
trouble, frequently calling the agent to Mundlaisir, when he should be in 
the districts. In fact he was expected to do all the duties of many, and 
that only was done which involved his public character in the various (‘a- 
])acities of judge, policeman, collector and accountant. To keep his papers 
square, and prevent arrears, thus averting reprimands from those on 
whose reports his advancement perhaps depended, necessarily became a 
primary object, for no amount of application could meet the demands of 
the country, were the object amelioration. The consequences are visible 
in the state of Nimar after about a quarter of a century of our rule. 

36. One assistant was at length conceded and thus much has been 
gained, but there should be another stationed at Kundash to suj)crintend 
that district, Asseer, and Peeplon. With some difficulty I was enabled to 
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pass one day in the last named place, and I was the only European the 
people had seen for ten years. There are districts I have not as yet been 
to, and which have scarcely ever been seen by an European. 

;17. As before observed, the sum of 30,000 rupees sanctioned for the 
management of Scindiah’s districts, is now in a great measure absorbed by 
the salaries of pergiiiinah establishments ; ere long it will be entirely so, 
and nothing will remain as a contribution towards the cost of this agency, 
the horse and foot police, jail establishment, medical department and 
sudder amlah, &c. &c. The British possessions in Nimar are very small; 
some years must elapse before they cover the outlay, but they arc I con- 
clude considered more in a political than in a financial sense. The sala- 
ry of another assistant must fall solely on the British Government, though 
Scindiah’s only would benefit by his exertions. One is most certainly neces- 
sary in the before named districts, but as the cost may interfere, and as 
1 have now more assistance than my predecessors for long back enjoyed, 
I would for the present merely suggest an overseer of public^works being 
allowed to the agency, I can, I believe, obtain the services of an excellent 
man from the Bombay Engineer corps, for 120 rupees per month, if his 
years of service in that presidency are allowed to count hereafter for a 
pension : a bachelor of energy and activity is necessary, one who can plan, 
survey, estimate a tank, or other public work ; all matters of which I am 
unfortunately ignorant. 

38. Masonry sluices will turn the tanks this year repaired, to the 
utmost account ; but I now have no one capable of forming a plan of such 
works, nor one who can take the levels requisite before deciding on guid- 
ing a stream over a rugged country ; such a person as that above intimated, 
could do all this, and be of the very greatest use in all new works. 

39. Table No. 19 gives a roll of all the works* carried out for the 
amelioration of Nimar during my incumbency. Under each head much is 
given, but not more than was called for. The people were in most dis- 
tressed circumstances ; they were suffering from two exceedingly bad con- 
secutive seasons, and were it not for the support afforded on public works, 
many must have emigrated from their homes, perhaps not to return. The 


* 14 tanks, 8 ghats, 18 serais, &c., Ac. 
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Government, as well as the durbars of Gwalior and Indore, met the circum- 
stances of the people in a great degree by affording labor now, while the 
works executed must tend to the lasting improvement of the country. I 
am so intimately connected with these undertakings that I will allow the 
return to speak for itself, but if I may say so with propriety, I would, that 
it has fallen to your lot to do more for Nimar in a short space of time, than 
was done for it in the past 25 years. On my own part I may say, that I 
have from you obtained every aid and support with Ilis Honor the Lieu- 
tenant Governor Northwestern Provinces. Had there been many impedi- 
ments in the way, such a number of works could not have been completed. 
New as I am to engineering, as well as arc the amils of districts under 
whose immediate charge was the execution of the various works, we 
have often indeed experienced the want of an overseer now solicited. 

40. Up to the present time, none of the tanks or weirs given in this 
return have sustained any injury. Some are not full to overflowing ; others 
are; but I consider these latter not fairly tested as yet: for formed as these 
works in the main were of dry earth and stones, without any means of ram- 
ming them down, while experience alone can tell the amount of water 
likely to flow into each, I shall be rather anxious about them until the 
close of this, their first rains and trial. The state of poverty in the country 
left no option ; the earthen embankments were thrown up to feed the 
starving; the soil was dry, for even drinking water was scarce; yet I am 
strong in hope, that none will burst, for there has been no paucity of pains 
bestowed on them. Grass and quickly shooting seeds have been thick- 
ly sown on all, as well as trees, and every species of instruction that could 
be thought of, was afforded the amils of districts. 

41. I hope they may not be severely tried, for on their success I count 
much in being permitted to render of use the as yet unrepaired tanks. 
Yet should some burst, it would not under all circumstances cause much 
surprise. There was a heavy fall of rain on the 18th July, it lasted onlj 
one hour, but in that time as much water came into the Songir tank 
(Holkar’s) as took seven days to run off in the escapement. Had the rains 
continued heavily falling for three hours I feel certain the tank would 
have burst, because there was no further room for expansion. Now we 
should not have risked this peril, had there been a clever overseer to 
take the level of the bund and the surrounding country. 
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42. All the earthen enbankments were made by courie labor, that 
is, a few couries per basket of earth ; and it is really too incredible the 
(luantity of earth that may thus be gathered for a few rupees. The im- 
ineniorial usage of this province is in favor of earthen embankments ; 
most of those lately repaired burst some 40 years ago, when the “ Maha- 
poor,” or great fall of rain was. It is much more difficult to repair a ma- 
sonry bund than an earthen one, as new and old masonry seldom join 
int() one firmly ; such is not the case with clay, while a breach in it so soon 
admits of the waters flowing off, that the flanks remain uninjured, the cost 
of repair being simply refilling with earth the breach made. But on the 
other hand, if the waters top an earthen embankment, there is at once a 
lireach ; such is not the case with masonry. 

4;{. Goods may now pass duty-free from Malwa to Bombay or the 
Deccan via Simrole, except at the British fortress of Asseerghur. Full 
information will be found on the matter in my report* on transit duties, 
and I hope’ no time will be lost in this exeeption being done away. 

4t. Among other evils we have to contend with, is the tiger. In the 
report lately made on this subject, I submitted a return shewing that in the 
past .‘fOt months, 200;{ animals, horses, bullocks and buffaloes, &c., &c., had 
been destroyed by tigers ; in the same period 13 men were slain by them in 
my charge. I simply ask for the same reward per tiger as was sanctioned by 
the Supreme Government for Khandeish, viz. 60 rupees per head. The 
injury done to a poor straggling people by tigers, is not seen at a dis- 
tance, but any one who mixes, as I am called on to do, with them, must 
see that the injury is great indeed. The allowance sanctioned until last 
year, was but 20 rupees per head ; see the consequence ; in the previous 
25 years only Rs. 2,274 were granted in rewards, while on the rise of the 
premium, .the disbursement on this score rose to rupees 2,001 in 1845 
alone. Througli some misunderstanding of the rights of the case, all re- 
wards till lately were paid from the British treasury, that is, those slain in 
Seindiah's N imar were charged to the management allowance of Rs. 30,000. 
Now however, each state rewards for the tigers slain in it. His Highness 
Holkar too has acted liberally in this matter. 


f Foot note Statistical Table No. 14. 


♦ Foot note Statistical Tabic No. 9. 
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i6. Of the state of crime in Nimar, I can speak most favorably, and 
having been long in Khandeish and the Deecan as Magistrate, I speak on 
some information. In fact, I have never known a country so free from 
crime of every description, as this is. There has been but one serious 
gang robbery in the whole 3,000 square miles since February of last year. 
Nearly all (21 persons) concerned in it, were apprehended and convicted, 
with a few exceptions the criminals were from the neighbouring province 
of Khandeish. 

46. Of the 141 prisoners under my custody, but 33 are of Nimar, 
the remainder are from Mhow, Bhopawar, Indore, Mehidpore, &c., &c. 
At some of the large Kusba towns, I have placed prisoners under the 
aniil, to assist in road-making, &c., &c. in each. 

47. If it be thought that I have taken an undue liberty in some of 
the leading paragraplis of this report, in speaking of the formef Residents 
of Indore, I hope it will he borne in mind, that I am pleading the cause 
of my charge, a country I am much interested in, and towards whose im- 
provement I have done somewhat. 

48. The fruits of my labors cannot quite develope themselves 
during my incumbency, but I fondly count on their being felt for many 
years to come, and, as I hope for the means of carrying out, in the current 
year, many more beneficial measures, it was needful to show that nothing 
worthy of notice had been done as yet. That could not be, without 
openly and honestly saying your predecessors were to blame, and the main 
cause of the present impoverished state of Nimar, 

49. I have seen, and inquired into the sufferings of the people ; I 
have seen how patiently they submitted to grievous wants and depriva- 
tions, and be I right or wrong in commenting on the non-performance of 
duty, by your predecessors, to Government and the people of Nimar, I 
could not quiescently behold such endurance without giving utterance 
to the feelings natural on the occasion. 

50. I might with ease have enlarged this report considerably, but 
happily the day has passed by when axioms were expatiated on. 

L 
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51. We are now too advanced to admit of a tedious detail on the abili- 
ty of tanks and reservoirs; the necessity, expediency, and justice, of re- 
warding a village patel by some return for his labor, that reward increas- 
ing or the reverse as his exertions may prove successful towards the im- 
provement of his village. The inadvisability of making Bheels pay a 
“ sulamee/' the detriment to trade from vexatious and heavy tolls and 
customs, and the benefit it derives from improvement in roads and the 
creation of safe and snug halting places, are all points it would really be 
worse than useless to hold forth on. The return No. If) is in itself suffi- 
cient, most convincing, and eloquent. A translation of it has been pasted 
on cloth and shall be hung up in every kutcherry in the province. 


Nhnar Agennj, MuncUaisury 
the 1th Avgust, 1846. 


I have, &c. 

l\ T. FRENCH, 

Political Assistant in Nimar. 


No. 5771 of 1846. 


From 


To 


J, Thornton, Esquire, 

Secretary to the Govt. N. TF. P* 

R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore, 


Dated /Igra, the 3rr/ September, 184C. 


Sir, 

I am directed to a(‘knowledgc the receipt of your letter dated 
ev Dept N w V August 15tli last, forwarding Captain French’s report of 
the 7tli idem, on the Nimar pergunnahs. 


2. The Lieutenant Governor has perused this report with great 
interest, and considers that it reflects great credit on Captain French. 

5. It is not surprising that these pergunnahs have but little im- 
proved, or perhaps even in some degree deteriorated since their acquisi- 
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tion. You are aware that a great reduction in the revenue derived from 
the Saugor and Nerbiidda territories has likewise occurred. The sud- 
den restoration of tranquillity in the fertile and thinly peopled provinces 
of Central India, and the disbandment of large armies, which took place 
after the pacification of 1818-11), naturally caused a great reduction of 
prices, and required a more than usual rapid increase of population and 
cultivation, to maintain the revenue. 

4. In Nimar, as elsewhere, the British Government was at first 
averse to put itself prominently forward as the direct manager of the 
country. Other more important matters engaged attention, and the en- 
deavor was made through the enterprise of farmers to effect that outlay 
of capital and consequent improvement, which the best native Govern- 
ments effect themselves. Much in the circumstances of the country at 
that time justified such a course of proceeding, and Captain French in 
his strictures on the acts of his predecessors, docs not seem to liave allow- 
ed sufficient weight to those considerations. There is every reason to 
believe that those measures were all conceived in as liberal and enlight- 
ened a spirit as now prevails, audit must be remembered that the know- 
ledge and experience of past years must materially assist in the adoption 
of other measures in the present day. 

5. In reviewing the farming system as explained by Captain French, 
it appears probably to have failed from the shortness of the leases and 
the absence on the part of the lessees of any permanent interest in the 
soil. The increase of cultivation required an outlay of capital which 
could not be returned for many years, and in which it was evidently not 
worth the farmer’s while to engage. 

6. It has now been determined to assume the direct management 
of the villages, and by the construction of expensive works for irrigation, 
to obtain an immediate and prospective increase of the rent roll. In fact 
the Government are now undertaking themselves, what it had been ex- 
pected that the farmers would do. 


7. The same course has been followed with much success by Ma 
jor Dixon in Mhairwarrah and Ajmcre. The Government is fortunate 
in finding an officer like Captain French, who will engage with the same 

l2 
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spirit in a sphere of active exertion which requires qualities that are not 
always to he obtained. Captain French should have all possible encour- 
a^eineiit and assistance in the work he has undertaken. 

8. It is very desirable that Captain French should have the assis- 
tance of a scientific overseer over his works ; such a measure seems essen- 
tial to the economical outlay of tlie large sums which are necessary for 
their execution. Some difficulty will be experienced in procuring the 
services of a trustworthy and efficient person. If the services of the 
person alluded to in para. 87, can be secured, on the terms mentioned, 
you arc authorised to entertain him, but he should be placed for a time 
experimentally on trial, before he is permanently engaged. If the person 
mentioned cannot be obtained, efforts will be made to secure the services 
of some other qualified individual. You will be pleased to report the ar- 
rangement that you may make, in order that the sanction of the Supreme 
CJovernment may be obtained to it. 

9. Captain French insists much on the inadequate assistance he 
obtains in his duties. You are aware of the difficulties which oppose 
themselves to the appointment of more officers from the Military service 
to Civil appointments. If you find that Captain French necessarily re- 
quires the services of another Deputy, either Native or European, the 
proposal will be received. It is probable that a Native Deputy Collec- 
tor and Magistrate, with a liberal salary, would render the best service 
in the Kham management which Captain French has undertaken. 

10. As regards the establishment in general, it may be remarked 
that, as Captain French becomes familiar with the country and the nature 
of his work, and as his establishments get into training, the pressure of 
business will decrease. lie should also remember that, in Kham manage- 
ment, much may be done through the agency of the pergunnah and vil- 
lage servants, who should always be kept fully employed. 

11. It is not known on what terms we administer Scindialfs pergun- 
nahs, but the notice of this subject in para. 37 of Captain French’s re- 
port, points to an anomaly, which probably admits of explanation. In 
Kham management, certain cxpences are borne by the State, which, in 
farming leases, are deducted from the jumma. The gross receipts are 
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increased, though the disbursements may leave the nett receipts the same. 
It would evidently be anomalous to charge the increased disbursements 
arising from Kham management, against the fixed allowance of 30,000 
rupees, when the equivalent allowances formerly enjoyed by the farmer, 
were not so charged. 

12. The circumstances alluded to in para. 43, regarding the collec- 
tion of transit duties at the fortress of Asseergurh, are not known, for 
Statistical Table No. 9 has not been furnished with your report. The 
abolition of the transit duties was intended to be universal. 

13. It seems difficult to withstand the recommendations of an intelli- 
gent officer, like Captain French, relative to the rewards for the destruc- 
tion of wild animals, and yet the objections to his proposal remain unan- 
swered. The destruction of a tiger is an operation which any savage of 
ordinary adroitness can effect at no expence and with small exertion, and 
yet the price of 60 rupees is demanded for its accomplishment, which is 
a suni that would maintain in comfort, for a whole year, a man of educa- 
tion. It seems difficult to avoid the conclusion that either tigers are so 
scarce, as not to need such measures for their destruction, or that the 
people are so mal-adroit, as to require instruction rather than reward. 
When the rewards have been increased to such Jin enormous amount, it 
is not surprising that the amount disbursed on this account is large, 
though Captain French seems to consider the sum disbursed as justify- 
ing the measure. 

14. You are requested to direct Captain French’s attention to the 
paper of Queries appended to this letter, and to furnish his replies to 
them with any remarks which may occur to yourself. It is hoped that 
the information thus collected will be useful hereafter in determining on 
a permanent system of management, wdien the necessity for the further 
maintenance of Kham management has passed away. In the meantime 
you will be pleased to refrain from pledging the Government to the re- 
cognition of any rights, or the grant of any Mouzawar leases, without 
first referring the proposal for the approval of the Government. 

I have, &c. 

J. THORNTON, 

Secretary to the Govt, N. IV. P. 


Agra, Srd Sept, 1846. 
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QUERIES. 

1. Have the mouzahs, {i. e. villages or townships) known bounda- 
ries ? have these boundaries been determined and marked off? 

2. What is the definition of a field (para. 31 of Captain French’s 
letter) ? have the fields known boundaries, and are they of invariable 
extent ? 


3. What are the functions and rights of the mundloee (para. 31) ? 

4. What are the functions and rights of the patcl (para 31) ? is he 
the same as zemindar or district zemindar (para 12) ? is the office here- 
ditary, and divisible amongst heirs, and transferable ? 

5. Are all the cultivators (ryots) the same as to proprietary right, 
or have some proprietary rights, and others not ? is their right heredi- 
table and transferable ? is it a full and absolute proprietary right, or only 
one of occupation ? 

6. Supposing there are some ryots with full proprietary rights, how 
do they stand with reference to the patel ? is the patel a member of 
the same community, their representative, or entirely independent of 
them ? 

7. Who has the right to the waste land in the village ? supposing 
several persons were desirous to bring it into cultivation, what persons 
would be entitled to the preference ? 

8. To whom do the manorial rights belong, such as the spontaneous 
products of the soil, the fish in the tanks, the forest products, the timber 
trees, the fruit trees, &c., &c. ? 

9. In para. 15, increased rates of payment for cultivated lands are 
mentioned — how many such rates are there ? are they fixed by any 
known rule, or do they vary in different villages ? 

10. Supposing the Government to fix the demand at a low rate 
(say half the present proceeds,) and to lease the village for 20 or 30 years. 
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giving the lessee the benefit of improved cultivation, as well as of increas- 
ed cultivation, is there any person who would be entitled to the benefits 
of such a lease, the patcl, or any of the cultivating community ? if 
more than one would be entitled to such a lease, how would they divide 
the profits ? 

11. How is the measurement (para. 31) made? is there any field 
map made ? if not, how can the field be identified and the measurement 
tested ? 


J. THORNTON, 
Secretary to the Govt. N. W. P. 


No 125 of 1847. 


From 


To 


R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 

J. Thornton, Esquire, 

Secretary to the Govt. N, W. P. 


Dated Indore Residency, the 22nd Jan. 1847 . 


Sir, 

With reference to your letter No. 3771, dated 3rd September last, 
I have the honor to transmit the accompanying note which I shall 
feel obliged by your laying before the Hon’ble the Lieutenant Gover- 
nor North Western Provinces. 


I have, &c. 

R. N. C. HAMILTON, 

Resident. 

Indore Residency, 
the ^2nd Jan. 1847. 
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Note on the Landed Tenure in Maltoa, with replies to certain Queries 
received with Mr. Secretary Thornton's letter. No. 3771, dated 3rd Sep- 
tember 1846. 

All mouzahs in Malwa have known boundaries, but few have their 
boundaries determined and marked off. Formerly, boundary disputes 
were unfrequent, but as cultivation increased, or new villages settled, 
or the old villages spread out and took up new and profitable land, 
such disputes have increased, they are now more numerous than for- 
merly, and will hereafter be more so. To meet this I have been endea- 
voring to introduce a boundary survey gradually, but there is great 
unwillingness to anything like a measurement of lands. 

2. I annex a few specimens of boundaries which have been survey- 
ed and settled under my orders. I have a very intelligent person (Mr. 
Butterworth) surveying disputed boundaries in the Mehidpore Cirele, 
and am sanguine as to increasing his sphere of usefulness as the chiefs 
and people see his working, so that there may be a definition of the 
boundaries of interlying states and chiefships. The fields are all of a 
known and determined extent, and as such are entered in the village 
Piitwarce accounts. 

3. In Malwa the mundloee is as the zemindar or head of a per- 
gunnah. There is, however, no system of Biswahdaree in Malwa, and 
the zemindar is not the rightful owner of any land ; the Sirkar is whole 
and sole proprietor, and the chiefs are very tenacious of this right. 
They will not recognise any other as having a proprietary right in the 
soil, and no one seems to suppose such a right to exist in any individual. 

4. The mundloee, head zemindar, or the person going by this name, 
has his “hu(is,” “dues,” “perquisites,” usually about 6 and 6^ per cent, 
on the Ayn jummah, this is called the “damee,” which is collected and 
divided into shares between the mundloee and the kanoongoe, in the 
proportion usually of 2 to the former and 1 to the latter. 

5. Many of these dues of mundloee were settled by Sir J. Malcolm, 
as those of Bishen Singh of Duryong, at 5 per cent. ; “damee” land 4 
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rupees “ bheint” from each village, one rupee “ ghaint” on renewal of 
pottahs, two villages enam and one-fourth of sayer collections. 

6. Pirthee Singh’s mundloees, with the Dhar state^ were also settled 
as were others. 

7. A “ bheint” is levied annually from each village, which differs 
in amount in every mahal; thus, at Indore 17 rupees per village, small 
or large, at Saweer 18, at Mehidpoor 14, including the Sirkaree bheints, 
are taken ; but this latter sum is always fixed, and very little departed 
from. While the above are the receipts of the zemindar, his duties 
in the mahal are to attend the Komashdarec office, represent the cases 
of the several patels, to assist the poor assamees, to improve the 
farm of the villages should they be ruined by extortion or mishaps, 
by settling new assamees, and sometimes advancing money or standing 
security. 

8. The chiefs seldom call for the aid of the mundloees. The 
pa tel, as the head man of the village, in criminal matters, conducts 
the police, seizes criminals, and exercises a degree of jurisdiction, 
hearing complaints, settling disputes, and preserving order. In revenue 
matters, he is distinguished from the kissan or assamee by his having 
some Enam land ; he controls the assamees in agricultural and revenue 
matters as he himself is controlled by the Komashdar or Ijardar. He is 
bound to obey the orders of the mahal authorities ; he is subject to 
pay the same rate of revenue as the assamees for lands not Enam, and 
he has no right beyond them of cultivating and paying. The Patelee 
is hereditary ; but not divisible, or transferable. 

9. There is no such right acknowledged in Malwa as that of owner- 
ship or proprietorship in the soil. The ryots cultivate as long as they 
please, or as long as the Komashdar or Ijardar will let them ; they can 
be expelled from^their land at any time, and their land made over to 
others who may come forward at the commencement of the season with 
an enhanced offer, or a nuzzerana. The cultivator holds under a 
pottah, annually renewable, and beyond the right the pottah conveys 
he has no tenure in the soil. 

M 
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10. In this state of society there can hardly be said to be any heredi- 
tary or transferable right, for there is no absolute proprietary right, only 
that of occupancy for the period of the pottah. 

11. The leases granted by Holkar are all for five years; they are 
given to wealthy individuals, retainers, or superior officers about the 
court. This person is styled the Komashdar and holds his lease or 
pottah from the State, fixing the total amount of the juinma of the 
mahal, the allowances for the mahal khurch, and the net revenue to 
be annually paid to the State, in three or four instalments. The Komash- 
dar then sublets the villages severally to petty Ijardars under him, 
fixing his own jumma, and on the approach of towzeeh” or time for 
paying the instalment, calls upon the Ijardar to pay in his portion of 
the revenues to be paid in to the State ; the Ijardar in like manner 
fixes the jumma by a "" jummabundcc” upon the ryots. Some have 
given to patels triennial leases, but there exists a great aversion 
amongst intelligent persons to leases of long duration, arising from the 
variableness of seasons, the constant necessity for an adjustment, and the 
tendency to loss on bad, without any right to increases on good years. 
From the crop they expect their rent, and they would rather run the risk 
with the cultivator with an annual pottah, than be bound by a lease 
for a term of years. 

12. Between the Komashdar and the Government the case is differ- 
ent, and in consideration of his making advances and taking all risks, a 
lease for five years is granted to him, and remission is with great difficul- 
ty obtained by him, should a season be bad. 

13. The security the ryot has is of a negative character ; if he 
is not well treated he moves off to an adjoining village under another 
farmer, and cultivates there until his obnoxious farmer is changed. The 
farmers dread a combination of their ryots, and as they (the farmers) 
cannot meet them by a combination amongst themsehes, the orderly 
and industrious ryots are safe and secure; they are tc^ valuable to the 
farmer to be neglected, and they know well their value and importance 
to suffer long any great oppression : it is an adjustment or equalization 
of interests by the operation of supply and demand, and a calculation 
of profit and loss, that keeps all together. 
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14. The right to waste land and to the spontaneous products of the 
soil, is usually conveyed in the pottah, the holder of which can form 
new villages ; but if not so conveyed it is in the chief or sirkar who can 
grant sunnuds for new villages on waste lands not included in any pottah ; 
the grass lands or grazing tracts are very valuable in some parts of 
Malwa. 


15. On a lease being given there is ^ a rent roll, which is called 
the ayn jumma; this is seldom or never increased, but the farmer 
realizes by “ babters ’ or sawai jumma an indefinite amount. A patel 
will resist an increase to the recorded jumma of his village, whilst he 
will pay a very consklerable addition as nuzzerana, bheint, or under 
other terms; it is by nuzzeranas the Ijardars profit; for these they take 
on granting a lease and wliich they retain if ousted. 

10. There are three principal sorts of land in Malwa. Called, 1st, 
the ‘"adan'’ also named the peent” land ; 2nd, the mateitroo or inabit ; 
and 3rd, the purrut.” The adan is the best sort or soft soil situated 
near the banks of a nullah, a tank or a well, and used 

The best opium is , . , , i • i 

raised in succebsion foT SOWillg opium the staple article ot this country, sugar- 
to a croii ot hemp. Vegetables of all sorts, ginger, S^c. It is irrigated and 

sometimes is “ dot'uslec,” or produces two crops, mukkee and opium. 
The adan is divided into “ kudmec,” the hrst quality, and “ rahkur,” 
the second quality, and consetiuently differently assessed. The second sort 
or mateitroo is used for wheat, barley, gram, cotton (very little produced), 
til, moong, tour, rameilce or oil seed, bajra, jowar, &e. There are two 
crops called “ Seea/loo” or klmrrccf, in which jowar, bajra, mukkee, cot- 
ton, &c. are sown, and “ AonaUoo" or rubbee for cultivating wheat, gram, 
&c. The former commences with the rains and terminates towards the end 
of November ; the latter together with opium begins in November and 
ends in February or March. The third sort of land is “ purrut,” which 
consists of “ bvinjur,” hurra or hilly, grass lands, &c., and when broken for 
the purposes of cultivation remains rent-free for the first year, pays hall 
the rate of jumma the next, and a full jumma the third year. It is gene- 
rally uncultivated or unculturable. The husbandman ploughs the khur- 
reef land twice, he scatters the seed and gives no water, which is solely 
supplied by the rains. At the same time he prepares fields for “ Aonal- 
loo” or rubbee, ploughing them three or four times and leaving them to 
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suck the rains as much as they can, thus to be prepared to begin with in 
November when the seed is thrown. It springs up, and assisted by the 
moisture of the land, as well as dews, ripens without irrigation. Thus 
no kind of land but the adan requires irrigation in Mai wa, while the pro- 
duction of opium takes an unusual quantity of labor and trouble. Its 
lands are ploughed more than 7 times, it is made very soft and without a 
single stone or pebble; care is taken to keep the plant free from disorder, 
and the operation of “ nindhaee,” i. e. breaking the upper erust of the soil 
formed after the irrigation, is 6 or 7 times resort ed to. The head is slit, 
after a few hours the juice is collected and thrown into oil. This 
is the “ cheek” or raw opium, with the collection of which the husband- 
man’s labor terminates, and it remains subject to further preparation 
in the hands of the dealers, by whom it is adulterated. ^ The following 
is a sketch of the (piantity of seed thrown, and of that of the produce 
in the best crop in a beegah of land which measures 100 or 105 hands * 
square : — 


Names of the Articles. 


Quantity of seed scattered in a 
beegah. 


Quantity produced in a beegah. 


Opium, . . 
Wheat, . . 
Gram, . . • 
Jowar, . . 
Barley, . . 
Toor, .... 
Cotton, . . 
Sugarcane, 


2^ Seers 

lij Kutclia Maiinds.. 

1 Maund 

2 Seers Pukka 

1.^ Maunds Kutcha, . 

15 Seers do 

10 Seers Pukka 

2000 in No 


j 5 Seers Pukka, 
j 1 Kutcha Manee. 
j 7 Maunds. 

6 Ditto. 

! 2 Manecs. 

4 Maunds Kutcha. 
4 Do. do. 

I 

! 5 Manees of mo- 
! lasses. 


The Ijardar realizes his revenue according to a “ juniinabundee” on 
each beegah of acUin from (> to 18 rupees, and on each beegah of 
maleit” from Rs. 1-J4 to 2 rupees are taken in general including the 
ayn jumma or land revenue, as well as babtees” or sewai jumma. 
The ayn jumma is not more than a rupee or 1} rupee per beegah 

♦ riif vulgar mode of making a Juireeb is, that ,5 n-cn of various sizes having been collected, the rope measured bv 
their (.'i) hands of various lengths forms u “ (Jutha” or 20th “part of the Jurreeb.” 
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on the maleit, and from 6 to 10 on adan, and the rest forms the amount 
of the babtees. These are, however, the old babtees, which have now 
passed for the actual jumma, but should it please the Government 
or the Komashdar to stick an anna or two per beegah, besides under any 
pretence of ahur, puttee, sewaree khurch, rung puttee, asadh puttee, 
or any other puttee, the poor ryots are at their mercy and’ must pay. 
The ayn jumma however cannot be altered, or at least has stood 
unaltered for centuries. A rupee or 8 annas only are sometimes taken 
on ‘^churrce’* or forage for cattle, and on the new assamees ; besides 
this, there are little though numerous additions to the jumma from 
sundry items, such as the price of a hide from the chuinar, a small 
quantity of thread, or a piece of cloth from the weaver, &c. &c., but 
these may in some places be the right of the sirkar, and in others, the 
right of the zemindar. 

17. If an individual will from his own resources sink a well for 
opium, he is usually granted a lease, nominal for the first year, 4 annas 
per beegah the second, 8 annas the third, one rupee the fourth, and the 
full rates the fifth year. 

18. If an individual applies for a grant of waste land On which to 
establish a village, it is Usually allowed by the sirkar on the application 
of Komashdar, the rent being very low for a series of years, after which 
the pergunnah rates are to be enforced. A lease of this description is 
transferable and can be mortgaged or used as a security for loan. 

19. It cannot be said that any body has any proprietary right \nuler 
which he could claim to engage or have the lease of any particular village. 
If a ryot default, the farmer takes all he can and gives the land to 
another. If a farmer default, the Komashdar takes all he can, and gives 
the lease to another, recovering his loss by a nuzzerana from the new 
farmers. 

20. If a Komashdar default, the State dispossesses him, giving over 
the mahal to any one who will pay the balance. 

K. N. C. HAMILTON, 

TAe 22nd Jan. 1847. ’ Hesident. 
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REPLIES. 


1 . Villages and townships have generally known boundaries, though 
all are not defined by being marked off ; some few are no doubt uncertain, 
and matter of dispute, but no great difficulty attends the adjustment of 
cases of this description. 

2. The definition of ‘*a field” does not depend upon any particular 
points with respect to area, quantity of the soil, or produce; it simply 
has reference to the portion of ground originally brought into cultiva- 
tion at one and the same time, whether extensive or limited; each 
field has its known boundaries entered in the Putwaree records, and 
all are of invariable extent, or if ever altered, so very rarely as not to 
vitiate the general system. 

8. The functions of the mundloee consist in keeping exact ac- 
counts of rents, zemindary dues, gift lands, in short of all connected 
with the revenue, in every village pertaining to the district of which he 
is mundloee. Ilis rights arc a percentage on the nett revenue varying 
according to usage in different localities, and probably extending from 
about 5 to 10 per cent.; a bhaint of one or two rupees on each village, 
and a village in istufurar tenure, or a portion of land. 

-I. The patel is not a zemindar; his functions are those of conser- 
vator of the peace in his village, protector of the ryots in their rights ; 
he attends to their wants, decides on all petty differences and offences; 
he reports all matters occurring in his village, and is responsible to the 
Sirkar for its general gotxl order. The office is hereditary and not 
divisible. The eldest son succeeds, younger brothers having a claim 
on him for such maintenance as his means reasonably admit of; his rights 
are to a portion of land or small percentage on the revenue ; at times 
both. The patelship, where there is no heir, is transferable with the 
consent of the Sirkar. 

5. In almost all instances, the ryots are the same with respect to 
proprietary rights, scarcely any possessing such ; some few have occa- 
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sionally portions of free land, hereditable and transferable, but the latter 
only in default of male issue and by consent of the ruler. It is a full 
and absolute proprietary right under British rule: under a native govern- 
ment arbitrary power can at any time cancel its implied obligations. 
The rights of ryots in general is however simply one of occupation. 

6. Ryots having full proprietary rights, would I conceive stand 
with reference to the patois, in precisely the same position as others 
not holding those rights, be equally amenable to his authority and 
subject to his control. The patel is one of the community, superior 
to but not independent of it, and one whom I consider essentially its 
representative. 

7. If a village be leased out, the renter has undoubtedly the best 
rights to its waste land for the purpose of bringing it into cultivation, 
and should have the preference over alt competitors. If Khalsa, it 
would probably be a question of interest, and the lands be granted to 
those from whom the most favorable results might be expected on their 
reverting to the Sirkar. 

8. The manorial rights belong exclusively to the ruler, all 
spontaneous products of every description as well as fish, fowl, animal, 
are alt literally his, and although the absolute right is not so insisted upon 
as to deny participation in the rights of Providence to a reasonable 
extent, by the community, still there is the right could it be enforced. 
The ruler can of course alienate any portion he may please, and confer 
it on another. 

{). The rates on cultivated lands vary according to cireumstance.s, 
but are or ought to be fixed : the rules by which they are ordinarily deter-, 
mined are on a view of the (piality of the soil, its depth, proximity to 
markets, proportionate exemption from risk of injury to crops, in 
remoteness from thoroughfares, and such like considerations ; and, if 
irrigated, from nearness to water, and dillerence of depth in obtaining 
it ; in addition an increased rate can only be reasonably imposed when it 
is shewn an error has crept into the estimate, or when by sinking a well, 
or providing any means by which water is obtained, the land becomes 
more productive ; but in neither case during the term of a lease. The 
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general rule for fixing rates does not itself I believe vary, although 'the 
rates themselves do in different villages, as men differ in estimating value 
in various matters. 

10. Leases at half the present amount of assessment and for long 
periods, giving the lessee the benefit of increased and improved cultiva- 
tion, would be eagerly sought after. The patel, I think, possesses 
the highest claim to the benefit of such a lease, and next to him the 
members of the cultivating class ; much would however depend on the 
character of parties, in making a selection, especially for a long lease, 
where the comfort and prosperity of the ryot depend so much upon 
the consideration, justice and urbanity of a renter. It not unfrequently 
happens that lessees rent in partnership, but no fixed rule obtains for a 
division of the profits ; it depends on various circumstances, such as the 
relative means of the parties to incur outlay, to obtain credit and confi- 
'dence, &c. and is usually in cases of the kind, a bargain made between 
themselves, one only being held responsible to the Government. In cases 
of equal partition, the names of both renters would be readily inserted 
in the pottah. 

11. A considerable portion of Nimar has, I believe, been already 
regularly measured, a record of the dimensions and position of every 
field is kept in the Putwaree village accounts, by reference to which 
each can at once be identified and its measurement tested: where 
actual measurement has not been resorted to, estimated or traditionary 
dimensions are assigned, under the same process of record, and conse- 
quent ready reference. 


The 5th Jan. 184 . 7 . 


F. H. SANDYS. 
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Queries. Answers. 

Q 1. Have the villages A. There are a few villages in which the 
defined and marked off boundary is unsettled, and has been so, it 
boundaries ? is said, for some hundreds of years, the land 

V in dispute is claimed by Ilis Highness Holkar 

and by us. The revenue of any portion of this 
land under cultivation we collect, and, with the 
consent of His Highness, it is disposed of in 
the repairs of the Simrolc Pass. The amount is 
small. In all other cases, the boundaries are 
well known of cultivated villages, but not of 
many others. 

Q 2. What istliedcfini- A. Field simply means a khete or patch 
tion of a field ; have fields of ground. The boundaries are well known, 
known boundaries and in- of all under cultivation, but not so of those long 
variable extent ? the reverse. A khete may be of any extent. 

Q What are tlie A, The inundloee is a zemindar, or 
rights and functions of chowdry. He keeps a dufter in the amifs 
the mimlloee? kutcherry of all receipts, but not of outlay. 

Jle is a check on the amil, goes with him to 
make collections, measure land, estimate the 
repairs of tanks, or settle any revenue or po- 
lice affairs. In fact in all matters nearly, he 
accompanies the amil to afford the benefit of 
his local knowledge, see the customs of the 
counlry are not invaded, and to be a check on 
the proceedings of the Government officers, 
llis hiiqs vary up to (> per cent, on land re- 
venue, he has also a percentage on "" sewai 
jiimmah/’ but it varies in every pergunnah. 

Q 4. Uights,&c.,&c. of A. Up to a late period the patels had 
tlie patcl? no limis, now they have 5 per cent, on the 

Government land revenue, and 25 Ks. worth 
of Enam waste land. He is the chief and head 

N 



Q 5. Right of cultiva- 
tors? 


Q 6. The patel in rela- 
tion to proprietary ryots? 


Q 7. Right to waste 
land? 
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man of the village, and the office is known in 
all the south of India. He is not a zemindar, 
properly the mundloee and kanoongoe only be- 
ing such. The office is hereditary and any 
land or trees, &c., &c., that may belong to the 
pateljce, are divided among heirs, the kamdar 
getting a little more than the others. It is not 
transferable. The percentage and land late- 
ly sanclioned will of course be enjoyed by 
the kamdar patel. The patel and putwaree 
make the collections of the village. This very 
important village officer fell into disrepute of 
late years, in consequence of the leasing system, 
and ill many instances he is not discernible 
from the ordinary ryot. 

A. They arc merely of occupation, and 
so long as the rent of t?ie land occupied is paid, 
the right holds good. It is hereditary, and 
though the custom can scarcely be said to 
exist, there is no impediment to the right of 
cultivation being sold to another with the 
consent of the authorities. 

A. The nature of the ryot’s rights is 
above given. The patel is a member of the 
community, is himself a cultivator and from 
being the chief man of the village, by office 
at least, is the rejiresentativc of the village, as 
well as of the Cjovernmcnt in it. 

A. In Khalsa villages, the right is with 
Government to give it in rent to any one, 
none having a peculiar claim. In Ijara villages, 
the leaseholder has the right. 


Q 8. Manorial rights ? 


A. Any one who likes may cut wood, fish, 
gather the spontaneous products of the jungle. 
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Q 9. Increase of rates A. This had reference to villages in lease, 
owing to increased means and the leaseholder was master of the matter, 
of irrigation ? but in general irrigated land pays 3 rupees 

per hecgah (100 cubits square) in excess of 
what it would otherwise. 


Q 10. Right to hold A. There .arc no persons having any parti- 
villages in lease ? cular right to the lease. 


Q 11. Any field maps, 
and how are the measure- 
ments tested ? 


A. There are no field maps, nor the means 
of making them. The fields will be identifi- 
ed by their names and number in the’ general 
roll. The nmasurements can only be tested 
by many trials. 


These matters will be treated of more at large, when forwarding the 
revenue report for this year. 

P. T. FRENCH, Captain, 

VoUtical Assistant, Nimar. 

Nimar Agcticy, Camp Nulcha, 
the l\th Jan. IS-IT. 


No. 2416 of 1847. 


From 

To 


J. Thornton, Esquire, 

Secretary to the Govt. N. W. P. 

R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resklent at Indore. 

Dated Lieut Governor^ Camp, the 6tA June 1847. 


Sir, 

With reference to my letter to your address, dated .3rd Septem- 
ber 1846, No. 3771, 1 am now desired to communicate 
*T"w. to you the instructions which the Lieutenant Governor 

is pleased to issue, regarding the Revenue Administra- 
tion of Nimar, after having perused the Replies to the queries forwarded 

N 2 
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Avith iny former letter, and after having enjoyed the opportunity of con- 
ferring with yourself and Captain French, and the most intelligent of the 
native community at Mundlaisir, during his late visit. 

2. It seems to be undoubted that hitherto there has been no pri- 
vate property in the soil, recognized by the Government, or claimed by 
individuals. All are agreed that the Government is the owner of the 
land, and that no sale or mortgage of the land can take place without the 
permission of Government. Old resident cultivators possess a right of 
occupancy so long as they pay their rents. The pergunnah officers, i, e. 
the mundloee and kanoongoc (here called zemindars) have a right to 
certain dues, and the village officers, the patel and putwaree, to other 
dues, but none of these lay claim to more than their customary dues. The 
farmers, who have hitherto rented the villages, have not in that capacity 
any claim to proprietary right. Many of them have gladly availed them- 
selves of permission to resign their leases; all admit the right of Govern- 
ment to make a new arrangement on the conclusion of their leases in 
such way as may then seem best, 

t]. This state of things has probably arisen from the paucity of cul- 
tivators, and from the abundance of good land, which requires little la- 
bor and capital to render it productive. The unsettled political state 
of the country for a long period prior to the establishment of British 
supremacy no doubt contributed to this state of things. It has been con- 
tinued and confirmed by the constant pressure of a rate of assessment, which 
left so small a profit to the industrious cultivator of old occupied land, 
as to afford no sufficient inducement to the investment of capital either 
in the extension or improvement of cultivation. The first mentioned of 
these causes are beyond immediate remedy, they will gradually correct 
themselves. The last is in the hands of Government. It is always in 
their power by reducing the amount of the assessment to create a valu- 
able property in the land, and to render the acquisition of such pro^ 
perty a desirable object to the capitalist as well as to the mere agriculr 
turist. 


4. In a highly cultivated country, the assessment cannot be reduc- 
ed so as to accomplish this object without considerably affecting the 
ircyenue of the State ; the prospect of pecuniary return being only dis- 
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tant and perhaps uncertain. But in a thinly peopled country, where 
much good land is available, the partial sacrifice is immediately compen- 
sated and the State as well as the individual derives profit from the reduc- 
tion of the assessment. The fixed revenue is certain and punctually paid, 
and new lands are rapidly brought under cultivation and rendered pro- 
ductive. 

5. It is only necessary to be careful that the proprietary right in 
the soil is conferred- on those, who have the best right to it, and are the 
most likely to use it well, and that arrangements be made for its exer- 
cise in such way as may be most for the advantage of the proprietors. The 
inducement also to the cultivation of new lands must not be such as to 
draw off* laborers from the old land, or to deter the resident proprietors 
from the improvement of the land which they already possess. 

6. The Lieutenant Governor is of opinion that the persons best en- 
titled to be recognized as proprietors, arc the old resident cultivators, /. c*. 
the joonardars. These persons already possess a right of occupancy, a 
tenant right, and there is no person over them as landlords who can 
advance any superior right. 

7. Captain French has therefore taken the first step aright, in 
removing the farmers and in collecting direct from these cultivators, 
lie leaves these persons at liberty to cultivate or not as they please, the 
land which they hold, lie ascertains by measurement at the commence- 
ment of each year how much each man cultivates, he fixes upon the land 
so cultivated, a moderate money rate, varying according to the naturt^ 
of the soil and the estimation of the land, and he collects the sum thus 
fixed from each individual cultivator. By reducing tlie rate on the 
most improved land, and by fixing a |ow maximum rate, he will encourage 
cultivators to settle on the land. 

8. It will then be possible to advance a step farther. By inducing 
the cultivators to bind themselves to pay a fixed sum for a term of years 
on account of the whole land which each man is entitled to cultivate, a 
property in the soil may be created, and this property should be at once 
declared to be heritable and transferable, at the will of the owner, and 
without reference to the Government. 
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9. But the properties thus created will be small in extent, they will 
be liable to much fluctuation in value, according to the industry or 
capacity or prosperity of the owner, and it will be difficult as well as 
expensive for the officers of Government to make the collections from 
them. It remains, therefore, for consideration whether the Government 
may not, by some further sacrifice of immediate revenue, form a more 
valuable species of property, the returns from which shall bo regular and 
certain, and the collections from which may be made vvitliout that constant 
and vexatious interference of the Government servants, which is necessary 
when many small sums have to be collected from numerous individuals. 

10. The Mouzahwar system which prevails in the North Western 
Provinces would secure this object, 


11. Under that system the boundaries of every 

mouzah or village would bo determined, a measure- 
,.on, n. a,ui III. village, and a 

map compiled which would serve as a permanent record of the holdings 

of all the cultivators. 

12. A jumma would then be fixed on the village c<iual to 2-3rds 
the present fair average annual rental, supposing the 
S«d«. do, parn. 52. Cultivated, or at more than 

that, suppo.sing a portion of them to be waste and capable of cultivation. 


1,3. The village with this assessment should then be offered to the 
joonardar, who would distribute the Government jumma upon their 
holdings and agree to become severally and jointly responsililo to the 
Government for the payment of the whole revenue. * The particulars 
of this arrangement might be left to themselves, as well as the remunera- 
tion to be given to their representative, the patcl, and their accountant, the 
putwaree. The lease would run for a term of 20 or .30 years, and be 
renewable on similar terms, upon the then assets of the village. If all the 
joonardars are unwilling to accede to these terms, a certain number of 
them might accept them, and form themselves into a community, to 
whom the rest would pay as to Government under the Khalsa system. 

* The tcnur» would be of the nature contemplated In pari 95 of the Dlrectioni for Settlement OfiBceri, 
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14. It may however be useful to point out the usual way of effect- 
ing this object. Let us suppose a village to yield 100 rupees per annum 
as the fair average rental paid under the Khalsa system by three cultiva- 
tors, A paying 50, B 30, and C 20. The annual revenue of this village 
under the mouzahwar system may be 70 rupees, which would be thus 
distributed : 35 on the holding of A, 21 on that of B, and 14 on that of 
C. The waste culturable land would be divided in similar proportions. 
Then A would bo bound to pay one half the village charges, B 3-lOths 
and C l-5th, whatever they might be.* 

15. Supposing however that the village under the Khalsa system 
paid 200 rupees, and that three only of the cultivators owning the fields, 
as above, agreed to take the lease for 140 rupees, the other cultivators pre- 
ferring to remain as in the Khalsa system, f Then A would have to pay 
70 rupees, B 42, and C 28, and each would collect proportionahly from 
the non-proprietary cultivators, enjoying his share of the profit from that 
source as well as from his own cultivation and from his portion of the 
waste land. 


16. The Government revenue would be regularly paid by instal- 
ments through the patel and all interference on the part of the Govern- 
ment officers prohibited so long as the juinma was paid. 

Sec paras. 34 and 35, i ^ i i v i 

Directions lor cou But if a balaiicG should accrue, it would then become 
the duty of the Collector to ascertain from whom it is 
due and to demand it from him. If the defaulter is unable to pay, his land 
may be offered to the others («) on the condition of their 
paying the balance, or the whole village may be held 
Khalsa (i) or farmed (c) or sold, (r/) In these latter cases 
all the proprietors will have to pay according to the per- 
gunnali rates, whatever they may be, as under the Khalsa 
system, and they will lose the absolute proprietary right 
which was conferred on them at the time of settlement. 


See these sevci al pro- 
resHCfi cxplmnctl in 
»cc. II. of l)iic( lions 
for Collectors. 

(а) Pains. 81-83. 

(б) Paras. 71-77. 

(r) Paias. 84-89. 

(rf) Paras. 90-100. 


17. Perhaps the joonardars may decline to take the village on 
these terms, and may be content that the patel or even some person 
unconnected with the village be invested with the proprietary right on 

• This is a tenure of the nature tncntloned in pave. 95 of Directions for Settlement Officers. 

I This is a tenure of the nature dcKrlbed In paras. 89 and 94 of Direction* for Sellkmenl OlBccrs. 
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the same terms as were offered to themselves, they consenting to pay to 
h/m for their actual cultivation as under the Khalsa system* To this 
there would be no objection* It is only necessary that in each case the 
whole arrangement with all its particulars be placed on record, so as to 
form a complete and consistent rule for the regulation of all rights in 
the village. 

18. With regard to the patcls, it would appear that Captain 
French has lately allowed them 5 per cent, on the collections from the 
village. This no doubt is politic under the Khalsa system. It 
interests the patel in the prosperity of the village, and will be an in- 
ducement to exertion and industry. But it is a measure of policy, not 
of right. The patel, so long as he efficiently performs his duties to the 
satisfaction of his employers, should receive this remuneration, but he 
has no abstract right to its enjoyment. If he fails in his duties he may be 
deprived of it. If under another system his services are not wanted, it 
may be discontinued. Under the Mouzah war system the community of 
joonardars, or the individual proprietors, may propose some other mode 
of remuneration or may wish to dispense with him altogether. They 
should be considered at liberty to do so. Under the Khalsa system 
it may be politic to allow the patel 5 per cent, on the collections to 
secure his influence and assistance, but it cannot be politic to burden 
the lands with this payment as a due of the ])atel, whether or not his 
services be required or efficiently rendered. Whatever may be else- 
where the rights of the patel, it is certain that in Nimar ever since the 
introduction of the British rule, he has enjoyed no such right, and there 
is no necessity for now creating it. 

19. The means to be adopted for bringing waste lands under culti- 
vation, will rc(juire some consideration. Provision has been made for 
the cultivation of all land lying within the limits of settled villages, but 
there are many uninhabited villages, and there are many culturable por- 
tions of villages, of which no Mouzahwar settlement will have been 
made, and for the cultivation of all these lands it will be necessary to 
provide. It is understood that at present culturable waste lands are 
given rent-free for 5 years, and that the full rates are then demanded at 
once, or after the interval of a year. So. sudden a rise is not likely to be 
beneficial, but perhaps lower and fixed terms might conduce to the 
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more rapid cultivation of the lands. This may be left to Captain 
French’s discretion, care only being taken that the terms be not so 
favorable as to allure people from the old lands to settle on the new. 
In the forests along the foot of the Himalayah Hills, it is the practice 
to give long leases of large tracts of forest lands on very favorable 
terms, but this plan could not advantageously be extended to Nimar. The 
land will gradually come under cultivation as the population increases, 
and as the people obtain confidence in the system of revenue manage- 
ment, and are convinced of its advantages. If hereafter good is likely 
to result from the grant of large tracts of waste land on favorable 
terms for long leases, a proposition to that effect will receive attention. 

20. In thus sketching out the method in which it appears to the 
Lieutenant Governor that the Mouzahwar system may be introduced 
into Nimar, he is desirous to be understood as recommending rather than 
directing such a course. He would wish its adoption to rest on a 
perception of its benefits both by the officers who are to carry it into 
execution, and by the people who are to come under its operation. 
Many influences will be at work to countermine it. The Khalsa or 
Assameevvar system affords support to a large number of subordinate 
officials, who thus have opened to them numerous methods of interfer- 
ence and of petty gain. Even the village officers derive greater power 
and importance, if not emolument, from being in direct communication 
with the Government, than from being the mere servants of the village 
community. But if the people can once be led to see the advantages 
of the system and to apply themselves to the easy task of self-govern- 
ment which it involves, there is little doubt but that the plan will 
succeed, and that property in land will become a safe and desirable mode 
of investing capital. 

21. It must not moreover be supposed that when once a Mouzahwar 
settlement has been made, the Collector’s work is accomplished, and a 
machine set in motion which will wmrk on unaided. In the first intro- 
duction of the system especially, great care and constant attention are 
requisite. No ordinary degree of foresight is needed on the first settle- 
ment of a village, so to define and record the custom of the tenure, as to 
meet the exigencies of most ordinary occurrences. Difficulties will arise, 
and disputes will occur, which must be immediately examined and 

o 
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decided, and their future occurrence provided against, if necessary, by 
some new stipulation in the village rules. All such cases are disposed 
of, especially on their first origin, by communication with the people 
and by arbitration amongst themselves. The duty of the Collector will 
be rather that of explanation, and of instruction, than of decision. The 
people themselves will be willing enough to slur over a difficulty and to 
be content with a temporary remedy. It will be the Collector’s duty to 
point out to them the whole bearings of the case, to represent its possible 
consequences, perhaps to suggest apparent remedies, but to leave to 
themselves, as much as possible, the adoption of the particular rule 
which they will have afterwards to carry into practice. 

22. Caution and patience must also be used in first introducing the 
system; the leascliolders of villages must not be held too strictly to their 
engagements, till confidence is created and the custom established. A 
few failures should not discourage from further attempts. Resignation 
of the lease should at any time be accepted till the value of the property 
is felt and acknowledged. The first sales must be conducted with great 
caution. 


23. It may be useful, in conclusion, to point out the three kinds of 
tenures which it is proposed to introduce into Nimar. 

l,v/. The Assamcewar, where an individual cultivator undertakes 
to cultivate for a fixed sum a certain plot of ground having defin- 
ed limits; so long as he pjiys his rent, no eiujuiry will be made into the 
mode in which he manages his land. 

2//r/. The Mouzahwar tenure by a community, where all the 
community become severally and jointly responsible for the payment 
of the sum fixed on their village, the profits being distributed amongst 
them according to some recorded local rule. 

3rrf. The Mouzahwar tenure by an individual, where the cultivators 
continue to cultivate and to pay their rents as in the Khalsa system, but 
to an individual proprietor, instead of to the Collector. 

21'. It will be perceived that the first tenure may co-exist with the 
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third and even >vith the second. The proprietor of a few fields in a 
village, rhay hold under an individual or a community, in the same way 
as he would under the Government if the village were Khalsa. 

25. It will also be perceived that a tenure of the second description, 
when sold for arrears of revenue to an individual, will fall into the third 
class, the cultivators being no worse off than they were under the 
Khalsa system. The Government only sells that which itself created. 

I have, &c. 

J. THORNTON, 

Sccy. to (he Govt. N. IV. P, 


Lieut. Governor's Camp, 
the 8/// June 1847. 




PART III. 


SETTLEMENT REPORTS. 


No. 1. 

SETTLEMENT REPORT OF PERGUNNAH KUSRAWUD, BRITISH NIMAR. 


No. 1081 of 1851. 


From 

To 


R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 

J. TiiORNToft, Esquire, 

Secretary to the Govt., N. W. P. 


Indore Retidency, the lOM qf July 1851. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to forward, for submission to the Hon’ble the 
Lieutenant Governor N. W. P., the accompanying report received from 
Lieutenant Evans, Political Assistant in Nimar, on the settlement of the 
British pergunnah of Kusrawud. 


2. Political considerations led to this pergunnah coming under 
our management on the close of military operations in Malwa. In the 
commencement it was held Khalsa, and its revenue in 1817-18 was Rs. 
14,752. The receipts in 1818-19 were Rs. 17,131; from 1819-20 to 
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1824-25 the villages were leased to their respective patels, and realized in 


1819- 20 Rs. 21,785 0 0 

1820- 21 „ 21,789 0 0 

1821- 22 28,16 1 0 0 

1822- 28 „ 23,429 0 0 

1823- 24 „ 24,882 0 0 


Uenlizatlon in 


1886 .. 

.. 27,180 

1887 .. 

.. 27,374 

1888 .. 

. . 27,238 

1889 .. 

. . 27,5 18 

1890 .. 

.. 27,548 


5 j 1,36,897 

Average 

. . 27,370 

1S91 .. 

. . 28,158 

1892 .. 

.. 27,701 

1893 .. 

. . 26,285 

1894 .. 

25,757 

1895 .. 

. . 26,285 

5 j 1,33, 186 

Average 

.. 26,637 

1896 .. 

.. 22.811 

1897 .. 

.. 18,208 

1898 .. 

.. 21,082 

1899 .. 

, . 2 3,, 5 65 

1900 .. 

22,817 


5jl,08.483 

A verage 

.. 21,696 


Rs. 0 0 

giving for the period an average revenue of 23,009 per 
annum. After these leases expired, the pergunnah was 
held partly Khalsa, and partly in farm for 2 years, 1825-26 
and 1826-27, during which the receipts were respective- 
ly Rs. 26,476, and 27,027 ; in 1827-28 and 1828-29, the 
patels again took leases, and the annual income was Rs. 
27,562 and 27,346. At the end of 1828-29 or in Sum- 
but 1886, leases for 5 years were granted, these were 
renewed on expiring, for a further period of 5 years; dur- 
ing this interval the villages passed chiefly into the hands 
of lia])j)oo, patel of Kusrawud ; the average realization 
of the first period was Rs. 27,379, and of the second 
26,637, showing a deficit of Rs. 742. In 1896(1839-40) 
leases for 7 years were granted to the patels, on the 
expiry of which in 1845-46, the whole pergunnah was 
brought under Khalsa management. 


3. During the first five years of the seven years’ settlement, the 
average income was Rs. 21,696 per annum : but in the last two years owing 
to drought, bad seasons and cholera, the receipts were for 1901, Rupees 
11,086 and for 1902 Rs. 8,068. 


4. Resort to Khalsa management brought up the revenue receipts 


1 . 
‘2 . 
3 . 
i . 
5 . 
(i . 

7 . 

8 . 
. 


, to Rs. 26,123 in 1903, and gave Rs. 24,160 as the average 
17,137 of the next four years ending with 1907. I have noticed 

23,00‘J ^ ® . 

2n,74r> in the margin the average receipts of separate periods, be- 
27!37<> cause I wish to bring to notice, what has been the income 
2 i !696 of the pergunnah, the present settlement exhibiting a falK 
ing off, the jumma on settled villages being Rs, 16,422, 



PERGUNNAH KUSRAWUD. 


103 


exclusive of three villages yielding now Rs. 4,941, whose leases will expire 
in 1859-60. 

5. The revised jumma of Kusrawud may be slated to be Rs. 21,363, 
which is Rs. 1,855 below the average of collections during the thirty-three 
years we have managed the district ; a result, perhaps not to have been 
anticipated. 

6. Lieutenant Evans may not, perhaps, explain the, necessity for 
this loss of income, with sufficient perspicuity, nevertheless he shows 
grounds for the decrease. 

7. From having long held the pergunnah Khalsa, its actual condi- 
tion was readily ascertainable; the rates were known; they had been fixed, 
revised, and settled, at different periods ; no cidturable land is waste, and 
the pergunnah is to a great degree ready for the introduction of long leases, 
and though the actual reduction in the revenue is not so great, when 
compared with the average actual receipts, still such a result, after the 
many years the district has been under our management, is remarkable, 
and should not be lost sight of, when we scrutinize the administration in 
native states. 

8. Doubtless many circumstances which make men hesitate to* 
bring themselves under responsibility for a lengthened period, exist in 
British Mimar: the climate is uncertain, droughts are frequent ; until very 
lately there were no artificial means of irrigation, and even now none 
are certain in Kusrawud; and the want of roads, by which produce could 
be conveyed to a market, is only now in course of being rectified by the 
construction of the Kilner and Simrole ghauts, and by the several measures 
detailed in my letter No. 1022, dated 27th ultimo. 

9. Surrounded too, as Nimar is, by the districts of native states, 

which land is obtainable rent-free (Pugnis) for 3 and 
sdndia. ^ years, and then for a further term at a nominal rent, 

from which, with little labor, enough can be raised to af- 
ford a maintenance, settling down in any village in permanent occupan- 
cy, is not common ; again with reference to the area, the population is 
most scant, and in Nimar, as in Malwa, tenants or cultivators, not land, 
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are the object of competition, and in this competition we have serious 
rivals in the adjoining native states within which the Government rule 
being temperate and mild, those causes which under mis-government 
would drive them out, or into our territories, do not exist ; moreover 
employment is obtainable for all descriptions of craftsmen in the towns 
above the ghauts, few of these classes therefore remain in the valley of 
theNerbudda, in which there is not any peculiar produce or manufacture 
to attract enterprise toNimar,and until a vent is found, the mineral pro- 
ducts, in which the province isrich, must remain buried within its limits. 

10. In one respect a gratifying fact has been established this year. 
The Kuthee ghaut near Asseergurh having been made easy for carts to 
pass through the Sathpoora range on the north side of the Taptee, cot- 
ton has been exported on carts from the valley of the Nerbudda into 
Candeish for the Bombay market. Many loads of this valuable article have 
for the first time passed this season by this route ; thus proving its value 
as a channel for export to the south. 

11. In exemplification of the difficulty of getting produce to a mar- 
ket, I may mention that I found Turmeric selling in the village of Oon, 
in Ilolkar’s adjoining pergunnah of Kburgoon,at 20 seers for the Hallee 
rupee, whilst its price at Indore was 12 seers per rupee, and at Ram- 
poora near Neemuch,6seers; the weight and currency being the same. 

12. An annual fair is held at Mundlaisir, another at Mooltan, which 
arc well attended. Weekly marts or ‘‘ haths” are held at Mundlaisir, 
Dugaraa, Kusrawud, Mooltan and Balsanair. At Pundana (British Scindia) 
one of the best weekly markets in Nimar, from 6 to 8,000 people assem- 
ble on its market day, and business is brisk. Jowarie, the ordinary food 
of the people, was selling in January last, when I was there, at 60 seers 
per rupee, varying up to 70, a price a poor man could afford, it costing 
him not eight annas or half a rupee for a month’s subsistence. 

13. I mention these facts to show the prices which produce com- 
mands in the province, and which must have its influence on rents in 
Kusrawud. 

14 The Holkar state gave its Nimar district in lease for 25 years at 
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a fixed rental to one of its wealthiest and best managers, who resides at 
Moheysiir on the banks of the Nerbudda, by whom I was informed last 
year, that with all his advantages and desire to make profit, he could not 
in Nimar succeed ; nor do I think he will, until he can find means to get 
produce up the ghauts, or at all events out of the valley, by some better 
transport than bullocks ; the delay, daily loatling, unloading, and slow 
travelling of which useful animal, swell the cost price of an article at a 
market above or beyond the ghauts so much, as to make the return not 
remunerative. 

15. All the disputed boundaries in Kusrawud have been adjusted; 
one was of very long st.iiiding (since our occupation) and intricate, with 
Holkar, which I am happy to say has been properly adjusted in communi- 
cation with the Durbar. 

16. Tuccavee advances, once so indiscriminately given, have been 
checked. Assistance will be limited to aid for works of i>€rmancnt 
utility in which the people will be encouraged under proper restric- 
tions. 


17. The chowkecdaree system has been regulated, and due provision 
made in the settlement. 

18. The a])plicalion of the Mundloocc, as stated in para. 2t, is wor- 
thy the attention of the Lieutenant Governor, as is the proposal to pay 
the Canoongoes a consolidated allowance ofRs. 250 per annum, in lieu of 
huqs, which, before the .settlement, brought them Rs. 275. It may be here 
mentioned that the chief pergunnah functionaries are the Mundlooee and 
the Canoongoe, both hereditary otTices; there is no Cazee, nor is there 
a Chowdree. The Mundlooees are a Brahmin family; they enjoy the //«</.? 
or dues, viz. 5 per cent, on realized revenue, 10 per cent, on Abkaree, 
and 25 per cent. onGyallee, “ lawaris” property; besides this 415 beegahs 
of culturable land rent-free. The income of the Mundlooee from these 
sources, was about Rs. 410 per annum, to which must be added the re- 
ceipts froth a village worth Rs. 600 per annum, for which he paid a 
“ tunka”of Rs. 110 per annum. The Canoongoe is entitled to 1 per cent, 
on the realized revenue, and 6 per cent, on the Abkaree ; he holds 1334 
beegahs of land valued at 14 Rs. per annum. Besides the above both the 

p 
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Mundlooee and Canoongoe may possibly’ at times receive some present 
or voluntary fee, under some of the old heads now obsolete. 

19. The patel and village priest, Pursai (usually the Putwaree) with 
the Bullais, and Nihal Bheels are the only Wuttundars. The patel is 
entitled to the Khooiit, ” a light transit duty on merchandise, and a fee on 
cattle bought or sold ; also 25 beegahs of land. The Pursai receives 14 seers 
of grain per plough, besides money gratuity on marriages and other cere- 
monies. The Putwarces receive 1 rupee, or 40 seers of grain per plough. 
The Bullai 40 seers per plough ; the carpenter and blacksmith, from 40 
to 60 seers per plough. The Naic or barber 14 seers per plough ; the 
Nihal or Blieel, the same as the Naie. The Chumar receives 26 seers per 
plough. These with the Dhoobee (washerman), the Coomar (potter) and 
a Soonar, may be said to form the village community, from amongst 
whom arbitrators are selected to settle the ordinary disputes, which 
may occur amongst the community. Not a village is held by a Ma- 
homedan. 


I have, &c. 

R. N. C. HAMILTON, 

ItesulenL 

Indore Ilesidenaj, 
the 10/A Jidy 1851. 
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Statistical Statement of Pergunnah Knsrawud for Sumbut 1907 (1850-61.) 


Name of Village. 

Population. 

Cultivators. 

Non oiilti- 
vators. 


Houses. 


Annual Jumma. 

Tiled. 

Thatch- 

ed. 

Total. 

1 

Makcrklier, 

816 

30 

47 

106 

3 

109 

1696 

2 6 . 

2 

Kutkoia, «• 

2J6 

24 

15 

59 

16 

75 

894 

3 0 

9 

Baniungaa, 

51 

32 

2 

8 

it 

8 

1387 

7 9 

4 

Mirzapoor, 

85 

14 

5 

2 

16 

18 

332 

3 0 

5 

Pcmgas, . . 

131 

17 

5 

15 

9 

24 

390 

2 9 

0 

Kukreca, .. 

111 

19 

3 

17 

16 

33 

545 

13 6 

7 

Bathoo, 

83 

20 

8 

15 

4 

19 

670 

6 0 


Chocchac, • • 

193 

19 

21 

25 

9 

34 

268 

8 3 

9 

Dogawa, . . 

388 

81 

46 

64 

23 

87 

2795 

15 3 

10 

Bulgoo, « • 

276 

44 

30 

42 

17 

59 

1001 

14 3 

11 

Dhalklicra, 

83 

9 


6 

2 

8 

991 

5 0 

12 

Rymutpoor, 

ti 

14 

»» 

»i 

H 

it 

310 

7 9 

13 

Moobarkabail, . . 

418 

7 

88 

96 

5 

101 

193 

11 6 

14 

Santa, 

83 

33 

5 

12 

4 

16 

1192 

4 0 

15 

Mooltnn 

806 

44 

71 

21 

106 

127 

683 

11 0 

16 

Saliabaiii • . • * 

230 

32 

33 

47 

1 

48 

543 

14 0 

17 

Hccrapoor, 

194 

26 

17 

1 

34 

35 

213 

1 6 

18 

Nnlbeeapore, .. 


13 

)» 

M 

’» 1 

it 

135 

7 6 

19 

Eknlgiirrah, 

»» 

18 

»» 

»» 

i 

ft 

174 

11 0 

20 

Dongurgoo, • . 

194 

21 

12 

25 1 

8 

33 

453 

14 9 

21 

Julainpoor, 

8 

9 

1 

»» ' 

! 2 ' 
1 1 

2 

86 

4 0 

22 

Mogawah, . . 

217 

3G 

26 

33 

1 8 

1 

41 

1599 

9 6 

23 

Katkoot, . . 

271 

22 

23 

39 

1 8 

47 

523 

12 2 

24 

Sntkoot, .. 

340 

32 

24 

76 

12 

8 

665 

11 3 

25 

Mojumpoor, 

f 9 

11 

99 

99 

a 


178 

10 0 

26 

Bhulgoo, . . 

373 

42 

39 

62 

14 

‘76 

1288 

0 3 

27 

Bulsaniand, 

1824 

74 

223 

286 

22 

308 

2601 

6 3 

28 

Kusrawud, 

3147 

70 

459 

792 

62 

854 

2338 

5 0 

29 

0 

llussudpoor, 

M 

31 

»♦ 

»» 


it 

942 

4 6 

30 

Burgas, 

326 

34 

22 

63 

2 

65 

106 1 

2 0 


Total, . . 

9764 

878 

1245 

1879 

394 

2273 

25966 

6 3 


p2 
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No. 167 of 1851. 


From 


To 


Lieut. H. L. Evans, 

Political Assistant in Nimar. 


R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 


Mundlaiair, the Slat May 1851. 

Sir, 


The settlement of the Kusrawud pergunnah (British Nimar) 
having been completed on the system laid down by His Honor the Lieu- 
tenant Governor, I have now the honor, adverting to my letter to your 
address, as per margin, to report the general result of the 
^AuguJi ISM) arrangement, with other particulars relating to it. 

2. The pergunnah came into our hands in the year 1817-18, its reve- 
nue for 1817-18 being Rs. 14,752. It, including Mundlaisir, was part 
of the jagecr granted in Enam about A. D. 1760, by the Paishwa to 
Venkut RamShastry, and was taken under our direct management, 
mainly on account of its local situation on the high road between Khan- 
<lcish and the Deccan, and of its being then surrounded by freebooters, 
which rendered a jiost necessary in this quarter. It was afterwards 
made over to us in toto. 

3. For the first year it was held in Khalsa, and afterwards from Sum- 
but 1876 to Sumbut 1881 inclusive (corresponding to 1819-20 to 1824-23) 
the villages were farmed to their respective Patels. In Sumbut 1882 
and 1883, half the villages were under Khalsa management, and the 
remainder in the hands of Davee Sing, Patel of Kusrawud. In Sumbut 
1884 and 1885, the Patels again took a one year’s lease, and in Sumbut 
1816 leases for 5 years were granted to them of their respective villages. 
These were renewed on expiry for a similar term, but the leases passed 
chiefly into the hands of Bappoo, Patel of Kusrawud. In Sumbut 1896, 
corresponding to 1839-40, leases for 7 years were granted to the Patels, 
which expired at the end of 1902, A. D. 1845-46. Since then the man- 
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agement has been Khalsa. I should have excepted three villages, 

as per margin, which were leased for 20 years, 
K«MMdptor“!'!'“ } • Sumbut 1896 to end of Sumbut 1915, and 

Mahasing. consequently are not included in the present 

settlement. 

• 

4. The receipts annually, village by village, during the period of our 
occupation, are shewn in the tables No. 4, • accompanying. Passing over 
the two first years, during which, order and confidence were being restored, 
the average land revenue Governmetit demand realized, has been Rs. 
24,141. During the live years of Khalsa management the average receipts 
have been Rs. 24,671. In this period has been but one year of any thing 
like scarcity, the remaining four having been good or fair seasons. The 
last assessment, i. e. of Sumbut 1906 or 1849-50, was Rs. 26,507 Govern- 
ment demand. 

5. The rainy seasons of 1844 and 1845 were very bad, the fall 
having been both light and untimely. The result was that it became 
necessary to grant large remissions, the cultivation being almost entirely 
dependant on the rain, the well crops bearing but a small proportion. 
Moreover many of the people w'cre so much disheartened, that it became 
necessary to reduce the assessment, and to make considerable Tuccavee 
advances, the pergunuah being held Khalsa. Few indeed of the Patels 
were willing to re-engage for their villages, so much had they suffered. 

6. On examining the return of Receipts it will be seen that the 
Pergunnah early attained a high degree of prosperity. This may be accoun- 
ted for by the fact, that many, indeed most of the surrounding districts 
were in a state of great disorder, both internal and from external circum- 
stances -, and the natural result of the establishment of a strong govern- 
ment in Kusrawud, was that cultivators flocked from all quarters, and 
held a value higher than it was intrinsically worth. Hence the assess- 
ment was higher than can be realized now, when good order is in a 
great measure ^established in the surrounding districts. There is ac- 
tually more land cultivated now than there was formerly, but the assess- 
ment is lighter. 


• Omitted ai giving unaoceisary detaili. 
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7. The Pergunnah is a small, compact, well cultivated district. It 
stretches east and west along the Nerbudda about 9 miles, and is about 
5 miles broad from N. to S. On the N. it has the Nerbudda, on the E. 
the Beda river separating it from Holkar’s territory. To the west is 
no natural boundary between it and the Dhar district of Balkhur ; nor is 
there any exactly defined one to the S. ; although the small range of Hills, 
which runs along the whole valley, at from 2 to 6 miles distant from, and 
parallel with, the Nerbudda, divides it from His Highness Holkar’s pos- 
sessions. It is level, with here and there small hills, as near Bhcelgaum, 
Bulsamund, Dongurgaum, &c. The soil is excellent, being the black 
cotton. The well cultivation is small, except in five or six villages ; in all 
those near the Nerbudda, and Beda, water is not found, except at great 
depth. The vicinity of the Nerbudda is a great advantage affording 
water for the cattle in dry seasons. 

8. As regards markets for their produce, the people are tolerably 
well off. Mhyshur on the N. bank in His Highness Holkar’s territory, is a 
good mart, as is Mundlaisir, to which there is a made road being now 
metalled and bridged from Kusrawud. Kusrawud itself is a good 
market town, and w'eckly bazaars arc also held at B.'ils.amund, Mooltan, 
and Dogawa, the latter having been lately instituted. The Bombay and 
Indore road formerly passed through the pergunnah, but now goes to 
the west of it. Considerable traffic, however, still passes through, towards 
Mhyshur, Khurgoer, &c. 

9. The cultivators would, I think, be considered to be for the most 

part in easy circumstances by all who had had an opportunity of seeing 
their comfortable well built houses, and well stocked farm-yards. Their 
wives and children also arc well dressed, most rejoice in the possession 
of silver ornaments, and the number of brass vessels they possess is pro- 
verbial. They live mostly in the large villages ; many villages having only 
their Wuttundars, and one or two old cultivators living in them. They 
are massed in Kusrawud, Balsamund, Satkoot, Katkoot, Bheelgaum, 
Makurkher, Kuthora, Dogawa and Mooltan. * 

10. The castes of the cultivators will be seen in Table 2. * The 
Coonbees are the most numerous and wealthy. They are a very indue- 


• Omitted. 
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trious, hard working set, and mostly well off. They are nearly all old 
cultivators. The Rajpoots are not so industrious; but the Aheers and 
Muthas (a qlass of Coonbee) are nearly as good cultivators as the Coon- 
bees themselves. The Cachees and Bharoors (herdmen) are generally 
speaking good men, and the few Malices are all a hard-working, well 
to-do set. 

11. Of the 32 villages, of which excluding Mundlaisir, the pcrgunnah 
consists, 2* are Nankarree totheMundloce, andSir Mund- 
looee on a tanka of Rs. 1)10 per annum. One f is held 
by the boatmen of the ferry opposite Mhyshur, on a 
fixed annual rent of Rupees 222 ; and 3J, as mentioned 
in para. 3 arc held under leases, which will not expire 
until 1859-00. There remain 26 villages, which were 
assessed in 18l9-.')0 at Rs. 23,947 gross, or 21,230 nett, 
including Road Fund. The present settlement has been 
made, as follows, for Rs. 10,422, being Rs. 15,290 Go- 
vernment demand and Road Fund, § and 1132 Mund- 

loees’ and Canoongoes’ hujs, and village expenses, the average realiza- 
tions of ten years, having been Rs. 17,098-9-6 Government and Road 
Fund. 

12. I stated in my letter to your address No. 254, dated 28th August 
last, the way in which it was proposed to fix the assessment, being in 
accordance with the system laid down by His Honor the Lieutenant 
Governor. We proceeded in the first instance to rc-measure the whole 
pergunnah carefully, with a view to the formation of accurate records, 
and Shujreh maps. This work was commenced in February of last 
year, and owing to an error in the size of the beegah used, it had to be 
done twice, as regards ten of the largest villages. The person employed 
was one of the Deccan Revenue Survey. The work was finished by the 
end of February of this year, since which he has been employed measur- 
ing Kanapoor and Burreah pergunnahs. 

13. There was a considerable amount of labour gone through in 
settling a number of old standing and difficult boundary disputes be- 
tween our districts and those of His Highness Holkar’s, but all have been 
finally and satisfactorily arranged. 


• Sukhungaum, R». 

110 . 

Chota Knsrawud, 808. 

f Moburkabad. 

I Rurgaum, Kusra- 
wud Kuaba, Hushud- 
poor. 

§ In this Is Included 
also rent of rimngo, 
inhowa trees, melon 
bedi, &c. 
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14. The beegah used was the standard of this part of the country, 
containing 27,225 square feet. There has resulted but a very slight 
difference between the areas obtained by the present and by the measure- 
ments made by Captain French in 1847. What has been is in favor of 
Government. In Kanapoor and Burreah, therefore, we are only measuring 
uncultivated, culturable and waste, with a few fields selected at random 
as tests. In November last, Mr. Conlan and myself proceeded through 
the pergunnah testing the measurements, listening to any complaints of 
wrong measurements and assessment, as far as it had then gone ; and in 
March visited the villages, which had not been measured at my former 
visit. Taking village by village, the jumma was fixed by deducting one- 
third of the gross rental demandable, and adding thereto the one per cent. 
Road Fund. 

15. The total loss to Government will be 53 per cent, less the 5 per 
cent, paid to Patels, and the 1 per cent. Road Fund or 27 per cent, a 
little more than l-4th. But the expenses of management being, as I shall 
show hereafter, reduced, the amount actually lost will be about 22 per cent. 

10. The village then at this reduced rate was offered to the cultiva- 
tors on the ])rinciple of the joint and several responsibility of all, or of a 
part (the old inbabitants Joonardars). They refusing to take it on these 
terms, as was the case in more than half, it was oflered to the Patels, and 
their family of Wutundars, and where they refused (in 2 cases) to the per- 
gunuah zemindars. In one case the Putwaree took a small, almost 
desolate village on the Nerbudda,^ that no one else 
• zaiiumpooi. would have aught to say to. Mundlaisir was settled for 

sej)aratcly in the same way. 

17. Remissions in years of partial failure, it was plainly stated, were 
not to be expected, the object being to ensure a fixed revenue and en- 
force habits of thrift and carefulness. For works involving a larger 
outlay than the peasantry can commonly afford, and the interest on 
which, if borrowed from bankers would be so heavy as to render pay- 
ment of the ])rincipal an almost impossibility, such as pucca wells, I 
took on myself to promise that the assistance of Government by Tucca- 
vee advances, should not be wanting to deserving parties. It was ex- 
plained that the object sought by this new settlement was not to discon- 
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nect Government from them altogether, and leave them unaided to their 
own resources, but that as heretofore an eye would be kept upon^them, 
and such assistance, as it legitimately appertains to Government, as the 
landlord, to grant, would be afforded. But common advances for seed, 
food and bullocks, they must look to themselves to make arrangements for. 

18. Notwithstanding the very great liberality of Government in 
thus sacrificing so large an amount of revenue, the utmost difficulty was 
experienced in persuading the people to take advantage of the opportuni- 
ty offered them; and as it is, only 11 villages, representing not one-third of 
the jumma, have agreed to an Assarneewar settlement. The people of 12 
villages, and those the best and largest, flatly refused to engage jointly and 
severally ; and the putcls consequently have taken the lease. Two villages 
the pergunnah zemindars have taken, both patels and cultivators having re- 
fused to engage for them, and one, as above mentioned, the Putwaree holds. 

19. No exertion was spared to induce the Ryuts to take a more 
reasonable view of the matter, but to no purpose. The truth is, they like 
the Khalsa system ; its freedom from responsibility, the assistance they 
receive, and the consideration that is shown them. They have been well 
off under it, and are reluctant to exchange it for somcthingunkiiown,and 
untried. I do not fear that it will be supposed from our want of success, 
that lukewarmness has been shown by me; such is not the case, I have 
gone into it to the utmost of my ability, and Mr. Conlan has devoted 
himself to it in a manner that ought to have ensured success, had it only 
depended on exertion. The 11 villages that have been settled^* Assamee- 
war” only agreed to it after an amount of persuasion that would be al- 
most incredible could it be calculated. 

20. No exertion will be spared to keep the system moving, and 
meantime arrangements for the two other British pergunnahs, Kanapoor 
and Burreah, are progressing, and they will both be settled during the 
current year. Puttahs for the Kusrawud villages will be issued on re- 
ceipt of an answer to . the present report. Of course the sooner the 
Puttahs are issued the better, as not till then can the people have full 
confidence in the system being finally established. 

21. Due attention has been paid to the village chowkedaree es- 
tablishment, which is now being systematically organised, and will enable 

Q 
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US to dispense with some burkundauzes. Every huq or right of every 
one, whether pergunnah or village official, has been accurately recorded, 
after full examination. In this respect much good has been done. The 
village Putwarees arc to come to school during the ensuing rains, and 
the pergunnah Mundlooee and Canoongoe will in future have to work 
more steadily, and regularly in the pergunnah cutcherry. 

22. Including the three villages on former lease, and those on tan- 
ka, the gross land revenue including Mundlaisir will be Rs. 24,796; the 
expenses of collection, Rupees 1,764 per annum, or about 7 per cent, as 
compared with a revenue of Rupees 33,160, and expenses (including 
patel’s percentage) of K upecs 4,039. 

23. The Mundloocc’s receipts, being a percentage on the realized 
land revenue, will be much reduced, and they have made petition that 
the amount of Peshkushee, which they now pay, may be reduced in like 
proportion. I think, their request not an unreasonable one, and as such 
beg to recommend it. They now pay Rupees 500 per annum, and their 
huqs on the land revenue in Sumbut 1906 (1849-50) were Rupees 1,379. 
On the jumma now fixed, they will be 1,020. The proportional amount of 
Peshkushee, would therefore be Rupees 370. In the same way the Ca- 
noongoe who has hitherto received Rupees 275, will in future only get 
Rupees 201 per annum, besides some 15 Rupees on the Suwaee jumma. 
This is so very small, that considering he will have to perform more work, 
than under the Khalsa system, I would solicit on his behalf also the favor- 
able consideration of Government, more for him indeed than for the 
Mundlooees, whose huqs are much larger. I would recommend a conso- 
lidated allowance of Rupees 250 per annum to him. 

24. The expenses incurred in introducing this settlement are as follows : 

First . — 1 measuring karkoon and 2 chain- men sanctioned by you tem- 
porarily from 1st February 1850 at Rs. 42 per mensem. They were employ- 
ed in Kusrawud, the former from 1st and the two last from 13th Feb- 
ruary 1850, until 31st January last, since which they have been in Kana- 
poor Burreah. Total of their pay, Rupees 498-J3-8. 

Second . — An extra establishment detailed in my letter No. 226, dated 
23rd July 1850, at 50 Rs. per mensem, to test the measurements and draw 
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up the settlement papers. These have been employed since Ist July 1850 
and to the end of June, by which time all the files will be complete, will have 
cost Rs. 505-1-6, or in all Rs. 1,003-15-2. The extra establishment applied 
for, amounted to 50 Rs. per mensem, but since November last we have been 
enabled to do with less. Of the total amount, Rs. 288-13-8 have been pass- 
ed in our monthly accounts, but for the remainder Rupees 7 15-1-6, sanction 
is now requested, as directed by letter No. 3225, dated 16th October 1850, 
para. 8, in reply to yours forwarding mine No. 226, dated 23rd July 1850. 

25. In conclusion, I have only to say, that 1 shall await an answer 
to this report with anxiety, as 1 cannot help fearing that we have misun- 
derstood our instructions, and that Government never intended that so 
large a reduction of revenue should be made. 1 have only my own appre- 
hensions for this idea, as in letter No. 251, dated 28tli August last, I re- 
ported what would be the effect according to the way in which we under- 
stood our orders, and in the reply (Mr. Secretary Thornton’s letter No. 
3048, dated 3rd October 1850,) no notice was taken of that part of my 
communication. The system if carried out in the whole of Nimar will 
entail a reduction of somewhere about Rs. 68,000, and I cannot help re- 
marking that the assessment is now so light, that the people do not in 
fair seasons experience any difficulty in paying the amount demand;ible, 
or the greater part of it, the remission annually requested not exceeding 
1“ or 2 per cent, except in indifferent years. 

26. All the hard work, and detail of the settlement has been done 
by Mr. Conlan ; he prepared every thing, and should it succeed, to him will 
be mainly due the credit. 

27. The English papers have been prepared according to the forms laid 
down. Those herewith transmitted are as follows : 1, General Statement 
in acres; 2, Annual Jumma Statement ; 3, Police Statement; as directed by 
para. 183 of Directions to Settlement Officers. The vernacular papers 
have been prepared precisely as directed, one copy of them is lodged in the 
Sudder office, and one is being prepared for the pcrguiinah Komasdar’s 
kutcherry. The statistical papers accompanying may prove interesting, 

I have the honor to be, &c, 

H. L, EVANS, 

Political Ansistant in Nimar. 

Q 2 
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SETTLEMENT REPORT. 


From 


To 


No. 966 of 1851. 

R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 

Captain II. L. Evans, 

Political Assistant in Nimar. 


Dated Indore Reiidcncy, the ISfA June 1851. 

Sir, 


I have received your report No. 167, dated 3 1st ultimo, on the 
Settlement of pergunnah Kusrawud. 


Ist 14,752 

2nd 17,131 

3rd 23,009 

54,892 

4th 26,740 

5th 27,454 

0th 27,379 

81,579 

7th 20,637 • 

8th 21,090 

9lh 21,1GU 

72,493 


9)208,964 

23,218 


2. I have noted in the margin the average 
receipts during separate periods, and wish to 
he informed more particularly than appears 
in your report, of the grounds on which your 
present assessment is framed, it being appa- 
rently below the average receipts, and involv- 
ing a sacrifice, which I can only recommend, 
after full and complete proof of its neces- 
sity. 


3. Your proposed jumma is Rs. 16,422, exclusive of the revenue of 
^ three villages, Rs. 4,941, which if added would 

KuHiawud, 2338 

Kuuscedpoor 942 m-ikc the total Rs. 21,363, but I presume there 

Borugaum 1601 , , , 

will be reduction in the juinmas of the three vil- 
lages on resettlement. On this point I request information. 


i. I wish to be informed what may have been the ordinary rates of 
different sorts or classes of lauds, and from what cause these may differ 
from those adopted at the settlement. 

5. Taking the whole pergunnah, the average rates of the settlement 
are as follows : 

On total area, Rs. 0 7 3 

On „ Malgoozaree, „ 0 14 11 

On „ Cultivation, „ 1 1 8 
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The highest averages are in Satcoot, where the proposed jiimma is 494 

Rs. which gives Rs. 1 5 2 on total area. 

„ 1 8 3 „ Malgoozaree.’ 

„ 1 10 6 „ Cultivation. 


6. In Baumungong the proposed jumma is Rs. 989 and falls on total 


Satcoot, 

Haumungoif^ 

R ungong, 


Jumma. 


1817-lh 

1820 

1830 

1840 

1850 

447 

1745 

1789 

709 

605 

657 

1030 

1000 

1420 

1387 

201 

400 

307 

372 

390 


area at l-l-H, and on cultivated 
1-3-6 ; there would seem to be 
no culturable land out of culti- 
vation. 


7. In Rungong the jumma is Rs. 284, giving 0-7-7 on total area, and 
0-15-8 on cultivation, and no uncultivated Malgoozaree land. This village 
like Baumungong is on the Beda river. 

8. Since the foregoing was drafted, your lettej No. 178 has been 
received. 

9. On examining the detailed statement of Mirzapoor, I find that 
though the jumma has been reduced 21 per cent, still the new jumma 
Rs. 258 is an increase over the average collections of the past ten years, 
Rs. 227, or about 12 per cent. Not having all the detailed statements,! 
should wish you to prepare an abstract showing how many instances of 
a similar nature may occur. 

1 have the honoi to be, &c. 

R. N. C. HAMILTON, 

Indore Residency, I Resident, 

The IS/A June 1851. J 
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No. 178 of 1851. 


From 


To 


Lieut. IL L. Evans, 

Political Amstant in Nimar. 

R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 


Mufuilatsir, the 9M ofJuUe 1 85 L 

In continuation of my Report No. 167, dated .list ultimo, on 
the settlement of pergunnah Ku.srawud, I beg to forward the revised re- 
cords (Misl) of mouzah Mirzapoor. 
the papers of which are detailed in 
the margin; and to submit a few 
additional observations, with refer- 
ence to the mode in which the rates 
luave been fixed. 


2. The object of Ilis Honor the 
Lieutenant Governor N. W. P., in 
introducing the Revenue settlement 
into Nimar, as explained in Mr. 
Secretary Thornton’s letter No. 2416, 
dated 8th June 1847, would seem to 
be fourfold; 1st, the amelioration of the agricultural community of this 
province; 2ndly, the permanence of tenure or occupancy of land; 3rdly, 
the cultivation of waste land, and 4thly, the security of the Government 
land revenue. 

3. It is obvious that these objects would not be gained by encreas- 
ing the burden of the people, and it is equally clear, that if the present 
assessment had been sufficiently light to enable the cultivators of the 
soil to pay up the whole of the Government revenue, year by year ; to 
provide for their families ; and to lay by a store to meet the demands of 
bad seasons, the introduction of the change contemplated by the Lieu- 
tenant Governor, with a view to gaining these objects was unnecessary. 


Enfrlfsh Papers. 

Village statement, A R, appendix No. X I ! I., ... . 1 

Abstract statement of past and pre.sent juinnm, . . 1 

Ourdoo. 

Settlement Roobnkaree, 1 

Iliudee. 

iSkcti b of RoniKliines, 1 

.''hiijreh or Field map, I 

Jungle Khusra, 1 

Khii.srcli, 1 

Village statement, appendix No. X I II , 1 

liiirkliast, I 

Kliutonncc, 1 

Wajibool urz, 1 

Terij, 1 

Jummabundee, 1 

Dowl in llindcc, 1 

Total, 14 
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4. Such however (as experience has shown by the fluctuations ot 
the Government revenue) has not been the case; and it remained there- 
fore to make such an equitable reduction on the present assessment, as 
should ensure the permanent occupancy of the soil by the present cultiva- 
tors, and their successors; — the cultivation of waste lands ; — and the se- 
curity of the Government demand; — and this sacrifice the Ilon’ble the 
Lieutenant Governor N. W. P. by para. 12 of Mr. Secretary Thornton s 
letter above cited, expressed himself as being prepared to accede to.# 

5. The lands of the pergunnah were first re-measured with a view 
to ascertain the exact quantity under cultivation by each individual, and 
the extent of culturable waste. 

0, On the former } of the juinma assessed in the year preceding 
the settlement, has been relinquished : and on the latter, an assessment 
according to the quality of the soil, has been fixed, and a^ded to the de- 
mand on cultivated land. The jumma thus fixed was then offered for 
acceptance to the Joonardars, with what results, I mentioned in my report 
above alluded to. 

7. The rates were fixed in the following manner: — After re-measur- 
ing all the land both cultivated and culturable waste, the rate which had 
been in force for many years past, Avhich experience had shown the land 
could fairly pay in good seasons, and which might, therefore, be considered, 
as theinaximuin, inasmuch as it was necessary to make remissions in 
bad years, was taken as the guide. Deducting, as mentioned in the 
])receding para, from the village revenue given by it J, to admit of the 
cultivators laying by for bad seasons in which they were to get no remis- 
sions, and to induce them to cultivate the waste land, to the residue was 
added the one per cent, lload Fund ; the result being the Government 
demand, including zemindars’ (Mundlooee’s and Canooiigoe’s) huqs. 

8. In villages where the settlement was made with the community, 
through a sudder rnalgoozar, all the cultivators being jointly and seve- 
rally responsible, the course that they will pursue, will be to collect, as 
usual according to the maximum rates, and after paying the Government 
share from the residue, they will pay their sudder rnalgoozar, and the 
Road Fund ; and share the remainder amongst themselves, according to 

R 
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their several stakes, t. e. according to the amount of their several holdings 
in the village. 

9. Where the settlement has been with the Patel, who, on the Joon- 
ardars’ refusal to accept the proprietary right and its obligations, was 
treated with as proprietor, the cultivators will pay to him according to 
the already fixed rates, and he will reap the benefit of the reduced de- 
mand. 


10. It will thus be seen, that no alteration has taken place in the 
existing beegah rates generally speaking ; they have merely been altered, 
whereas compared with those on land immediately adjoining, and of like 
i[uality, they appeared manifestly unfair ; of course, due advertence bein^ 
had to other circumstances, such as vicinity of roads, or markets. 

11. In conclusion, I would beg to observe that although the reduc- 
tion on the nominal revenue or Government demand of the 26 villages 
re-settled, is 33 per cent, yet on the average realized jumina of 10 years, 
it is only 1 1 per cent. Whilst therefore the proposed settlement in- 
volves so large a sacrifice of revenue on the part of Government as to in- 
duce me to (vide para. 26 of my report above referred to) express my 
fears, lest Government should not approve of it ; it is yet not too favorable 
to the Ryuts, with advertence to the objects proposed to be gained in a 
district like Nimar, where the people take to the system unwillingly, and 
where they arc exposed to the temptation offered by circumjacent Native 
states abounding in cheap land. 

12. The village of Mirzapoor has been selected to send up the 
“misl ” of, because, being a very small one, the papers are not so bulky, 
as they would be in case of a large village. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

■ II. L. EVANS, 

Political A ssistant in Nimar. 


Nimar Political Agency, Mundlaisir, 
The 9th of June 1851. 
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From 


To 


No. 195 of 1861. 

Lieut. H. L. Evans, 

Political Assistant in Nimar. 

R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 


Mundlamr^ the 21.t/ June 1S51. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to reply to your letter No. 966, dated 18th 
instant received yesterday. 

2. The grounds for making the present assessment less than the 
Para i avcrage amount realized for the last 10 years, as noticed in 

your 2nd para., I explained in my letter No. 178, dated 9th 
intant and need not therefore again advert to. 

^ ^ 3. The leases of the (3) three villages Rushudpoor, 

Kusrawud, and Burgaum, will expire in 1859-60. They will 

then be re-measured, as the others 
(jovermuentTmaad. <jro». Kaven,” have lately been. Their revenue 

's as per margin, and the reduc- 

1 G 61 1896 tioii will bc Oil thc gross jumma, 

4941 5727 not OH thc inere Government de- 

mand. 


The ordinary rates in the Kusrawud pergunnah on the different 

classes of land, are as per mar- 
gin. I am preparing a return of 
the number of beegahs of each 
rate ; but these vary so much, 
in one field being an anna or two 
annas more or less than in ano- 
ther, according to the soil, that 
it requires some time to prepare. 

2r 


Per Bccgah. 

Rupees. 


u - 1 1 - ,1 / Py wat»*r course 

Barren or garden land, ^ 

5 

3 

0 0 

0 0 


Gohailee or wheat land 

2 

0 0 to 1 

10 0 

Mall or common land, 

1 

8 0 to 1 

•» 0 

K hurra or inferior soil, 

0 

12 0 to 0 

4 0 

Per Acre. 




„ j 1 j / By water course. . 

Barree or garden land, ^ 

8 

4 

0 0 

13 0 


Gohailee or wheat land, 

3 

3 0 to 2 

9 6 

Mall or Common land 

2 

6 6 to 1 

9 6 

Khurra or inferioi soil, 

1 

3 3 to 0 

6 6 
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P"» « 5. In Baraungaum the whole culturable area of the 

village is cultivated. 


Para. 8. 


Average realized. 

Mcerzapoor, 229 . . 

llurapoor, 112 .. 

Zallunipoor, 37 .. 

Kukria, 376-11 

Nuthenpoor, 8>1 .. 


Present Assessment. 

258 

208 

68 

377 

97 


In the village of Meerzapoor the present assessment 
exceeds the average amount an- 
nually. The same occurs in 4 
other villages, as per margin. 
The apparent discrepancy arises 
from the fact, that in the first 5 of 
the 10 years average, there was much land uncultivated which has been 
since taken up, and has only lately been, or is now coming under assess- 
ment, the custom being to give new land on a “Pugrus” or rent-free tenure 
for 3 years, and levy one-half in the 4th, and the full amount in the 
5 years. In Hecrapoor especially is a very large quantity of land, which 
even yet has not come fully under assessment. 


7. 1 beg to forward copies of the two following settlement papers ; 
* 1 Village statement of the Kusrawudpergunnah, including Mundlaisir. 
2 Jummabundee of do, do. 


Mundlaisir, Oie ‘21s/ 
of June 1851. 


I have the honor to be, &c., 

II. L. EVANS, 

Political Assistant in Nimar. 


From 


To 


No. ‘2858 of 1851. 

J. Thornton, Esquire, 

Secretary to the Govt. N. JV. P. 

R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 


Sir, 


Revenue Department, 


Hi win, the \2th Jug u.st 1852. 


I am desired to acknowlege the receipt of your letter No. 1081, 
dated July 10th, forwarding Lieutenant Evans’ report on 
tho settlement of pergunnah Kusrawud in Nimar. 


* These are omitted as the detail contained in them was considered unnecessary in this publication. 



PMQVVKAH KU1»»AWt;D. 


125 


2. The present settlement eomprises 26 out of the 30 villages con- 


Average 1SR6 to 1890 Sumbut Rs. 20,943 

„ 1891 to 1895 „ .. 23,973 

1896 to 1902 „ .. 17,527 

„ 1903 to 1907 „ .. 21,733 

Proposed jumma 16,033 


stituting the pergunnah, and to these is add- 
ed Mundlaisir, which is part of pergunnah 
Muheysur, the proposed jumina stands con- 
trasted (see general statement in acres) with 


the former, as per margin. This settlement is confirmed for the 20 years, 


extending from 1908 to 1927, or from 1831-52 A. D. to 1870-71. 


3. The decrease of jumma, though considerable, is of no consequence. 
This was perhaps unavoidable on the commencement of a new system of 
which the people were ignorant, and to which they are averse. If the 
end desired by the measure be accomplished, and if a valuable heritable 
and transferable property be created in the land, so as to attach the peo- 
ple to their possessions, this object will have been cheaply attained. IIow 
far this may be the case, will depend on tlie assessment compared with 
the real productiveness of the land, and not compared with the amount 
at which it formerly stood. 


4. Tlip circumstance you mention in paras. 8 to 14 of your letter are 
(juite enough to account for a low rate of assessment. When the popu- 
lation is scanty, waste land abundant, and the soil rich and requiring little 
labor to render it productive, it is evident that only a very light rent can 
be realized, even though the seasons continue propitious, and the climate 
healthy. The 26 villages of Kusrawud, which are the subject of the 
present Report, ate said to contain 5,873 inliahitants to an area of 52 
square British statute miles, or 113 souls to a square mile. The parti- 
culars both of population and area appear to have been so very carefully 
ascertained, that there can be no error in this statement. The only district 
of the N. W. P. which has as small a population, is llissar or Hurree- 
anah, where there are said to be only 68'2 persons to the square mile, 
though there is much reason to suppose’it underrated. Many villages in 
the Hissar district are watered from the Western Jumna Canal, but on 
the whole the circumstances of the district may be held in many respects 
— — to resemble Nimar. Theassessnaentof His- 


Average rate of asaessnietit per acre. 



Total 

Area. 

Mulgoo^ 

zaree. 

Cultiva- 

ted. 

Hissar, .. 

0 3 5 

0 3 11 

0 7 4 

KusrAwu<l< 

0 7 3 

0 14 11 

1 1 8 


sar and Kusrawud stand contrasted as per 
jnargin. There is no reason to suppose 
the assessment of Kusrawud too light in 
the present state of the country, but it is 
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not easy to understand how it could have borne a higher assessment in 
former years, when the population was less numerous than at present, 
and the state of the country generally more backward. 

•5. As to the assessment Itself, it may be remarked, that it has been 
made more a matter of arithmetical calculation than it is in these pro- 
vinces, or than it ever ought to be in the nature of the case. The deter- 
mination of a fair rent can never be reduced to a rule of three sum. 
There are a thousand circumstances affecting the amount of rent which 
elude reduction to a figured statement. The jumma should be the result 
ot a fair bargain between the proprietors on the one hand, knowing the 
true value of his property and anxious to retain it, and the Government 
on tlic other hand desirous to take only so much of the rents, as will 
leave the proprietor a sufficient income. This was difficult or perhaps 
impossible in a country where one party to the bargain could not com- 
prehend the existence of property in the sense in which it is understood 
by the Government and would make no bid for it. Probably Lieutenant 
Evans followed the best course that was open to him, and adhered to his 
numerical data. The chief risk in such cases lies in villages wjicre there 
is much uncidtivated land, like Mirzapoor and the four others mentioned 
in para. 6 of Lieutenant Evans’ letter of .June 21st. In the case of Mir- 
zapoor for instance lis. 33-12-0 is assessed on 114 beegahs ,aud 17| biswas 
of culturable land. This seems moderate, but it does not appear how 
it is calculated with reference to the varying rates on new lauds. Evi- 
dently mismanagement on the part of the malgoozars, or misfortunes 
of season, may disappoint the calculation, and cause the land to remain 
uncultivated. There is no apparent reason why the existing leases in 
the three villages of Kusrawud, Rushudpoor and Burgaon, should not 
be at once extended at their present rates, for the same period and on the 
same terms as the rest of the villages, if the malgoozars are willing to 
enter into engagements. There does not appear to be any reason for 
supposing the present jummas to be so low that any great increase would 
be expected, when the present leases terminate ; and there is no reason 
to lower the jumma, if the present demand is easily paid. 

•6. The map of the pergunnah is useful, but not so much so as 
might be. A pergunnah map should always show village boundaries 
(vide p. 42 of Directions for Settlement Officers.) The pergunnah maps ipi 
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Mr. Montgomery’s Statistical Reptort of Cawnpoor arc good specimens of 
what is required. These may always be compiled with sufficient accu- 
racy from the common Shujrahs. Lieutenant Keatinge’s attention should 
be particularly directed to this. The Lieutenant Governor has now 
before him some very excellent maps of Tatookahs in the Bombay Pre- 
sidency, prepared by the revenue surveyors there, which show how 
much can be done without trigonometrical and scientific measure- 
ment. 


7. The present report refers to 27, villages. Of these, 11 have been 
settled w'ith the Joonardars, 12 with the Patels, two with the pergunnah 
zemindars, one (Talumpoor) was taken by the Putwaree, and it is not 
clear what has been the arrangement for Mundlaisir. 


8. It is evident that the success of these arrangements will depend 
not only on the moderation of the assessment, but also on a complete 
understanding of the rights conveyed by the act of settlement, and the 
responsibilities attaching to it. Lieutenant Evans’ report is defective in 
not explaining the means that have been taken to prevent misapprehen- 
sion in this respect. 


9. The general nature of the record to be formed under this head, 
called the administration paper, has been explained in para. 107 of the 
Directions for Settlement Officers, but whereas in Nimar property in 
laml has been created rather than defined, it would be necessary to 
specify at length in that document some particulars which elsewhere 
would be so well kiiown as scarcely to need mention. It must be clearly 
stated in what the property consists, and the proprietors must be assured 
that they have liberty to dispose of their property, according to their 
free choice. The hypothecation of that property to Government for the 
revenue assessed upon it, must also be clearly stated and explained. 


In the settlement made with the Joonardars^ the law' must be 

stated, according to which the pro- 
fits are to be divided between them, 
and their affairs managed ; the man- 
agement including the cultivation of the waste land, and the apportion- 
ing amongst them of the Government demand. 


10 . 


• In the abstract statenient of Mouzah Biilgaon, an 
A ssameewar settlement of the village is said to have 
been made. Is this a settlement with Joonardars ? 
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11. In the settlements made with the Patels, Mundlooees, and Put- 
warees, they must be especially given to understand that they will reap 
the entire benefit of all new lands brought into cultivation, and perhaps 
alJio of the increased rent leviable from lands raised from a lower to a 
higher rate. It is supposed that the persons called zemindars with 
whom two villages have been settled, are the persons who are elsewhere 
called Mundlooees. 

12. You are recjiiested to desire Lieutenant Evans to furnish trans- 
lations of the administration papyers in one or two of each of the above 
kinds of villages. You are also requested to invite him to explain his 
sentiments, as to the precise nature of the property vested in the pro- 
prietors by the settlement, and the condition to which they would be 
reduced by the loss of the proprietary right, either in consequence of 
their own voluntary act or by forfeiture or sale for default. 

13. But it is not only essential for the security of the settlement, 
that correct ideas on the subjects shouUl be entertained, both by the 
local officers and by the people themselves. Every effort must also be 
made to watch the working of the system, and to see that its operation 
is rightly carried on, as Lieutenant Evans has very justly observed in 
para. 20th of his letter of May 31st last. Judicious advances of Tuccavee 
may at first be necessary. In the event of unfavorable seasons, forbear- 
ance may be shown in the realization of the Crovernment demand. Too 
great strictness should not be shown in holding the malgoozars to the 
precise terms of their engagements, or in exacting the utmost penalty 
for any petty infraction of their contract. No sale of a muhal should be 
made without the previous sanction of the Government. 

14. But above all, it will be necessary that the Superintendent advise 
and direct the malgoozars in the management of their own concerns. 
Where the settlement has been made with the Joonardars, any misunder- 
standings or disputes which may arise amongst them, should be immedi- 
ately and completely settled. It will be almost impossible at first, so to 
frame the administration paper, as to provide for all possible contingen- 
cies. As the advantages of their position become better understood, 
questions will arise regarding their rights, which if not immediately 
settled will destroy the peace of the community. The point in dispute 
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may be apparently trifling, but we are poor judges of its real importance. 
If the privilege, whatever it may be, is claimed by more than one party, 
the right to its enjoyment must be promptly determined. It would be 
most interesting and useful if Lieutenant Evans would keep a separate 
memorandum-book of all questions of this kind, which he may be called 
up on to decide, and of the decision thereon passed. 

15. The arrangement for Chowkeydars appejirs to be liberal. With 
an. efficient village Police so organized, there ought to be great security 
of person and property. 

16. The Mundlooee and Canoongoe are understood to fill offices 
in the pergunnah equivalent to those of Chowdree and Canoongoe in 
these provinces. The former office you are aware has been wholly dis- 
continued, and the emoluments of the latter considerably curtailed. 
There is no wish to reduce the apparently liberal arrangement made by 
Lieutenant Evans for the l-emuneration of these officers in Kusrawud, 
but there is no ground for increasing their allowances, as he suggests 
in para. 24 of his letter. If their emoluments suffer in some degree from 
the diminution of the Government revenue, they must be taught to 
look for compensation in the increased value given to their own proper- 
ty, and the prospect that is open to them of still larger emoluments, if 
they avail themselves with industry and intelligence of the advantages 
conferred on them bj their position. The duties attaching to their 
offices must be clearly and minutely defined, and the rigid performance 
of their duties exacted. If the people are incompetent themselves to 
perform the duties' devolving upon them, their place must be filled 
by more efficient men. Lieutenant Evans is very properly sensible of 
the great importance of teaching the Putwarees the duties they will 
have to perform. 

17. It appears from some passages in Lieutenant Evans’ letters that 
the settlement of other parts of the district is progressing, and that he is 
now employed on pergunnahs Kanapoor and Burreeah. * It is not known 

in what state of cultivation these pergunnahs are at pre- 
*t« ufMay'n”' evident however that if settlements on tlie 
proposed plan are inconsiderately formed in pergunnahs 

Avhere there is much culturable waste land, some difficulty may be ex- 

s 
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pericnced in maintaining the cultivation in villages that are now pros- 
perous. A large demand for cultivators will probably arise, and those 
who have much culturable waste in their villages will offer land on terms 
which may induce cultivators to leave the old lands on which they are now 
located. The proper remedy to this, is either to refrain from selling such 
pergunnahs for the present, or in making the settlement of inhabited 
villages to give only a certain portion of the culturable waste, retaining the 
remainder in the hands of Government till a more suitable opportunity 
presents itself for reclaiming the land from waste. Lieutenant Evans 
should be recpicsted to keep this principle in view in his future operations. 

18. The Lieutenant Governor notices with satisfaction the testi- 
mony borne by Lieutenant Evans to the services of Mr. Conlan in this 
settlement. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

J. THORNTON, 

Secretary to Govt. N. W. P. 

Simla, 

\2tk Avgmt 1851. 


No. 294. of 1851. 


From 


(f 

To 


JjIEUt. II. L. Evans, 

Political Assistant in Nmar. 

11. N. C, Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore, 


Mundlfiisir, 2ilh Septemher 1851 . 

Sir, 

1 had the honor on the 28th ultimo to receive your letter No. 
1270 of 23rd idem, enclosing copy of one to your address No. 2858, of 12th 
idem from the Secretary to Government N. W. P., being with reference 
to my report on the settlement of the Kusrawud pergunnah, and should 
have answpred it earlier, had I not been absent from Mundlaisir on duty 
jn the districts. 
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2. The settlement having been confirmed, leases have been made 
out, and will be distributed after the Dusserah. 

3. The instructions regarding the description of pergunnah maps 
required, shall be strictly attended to. His Honor the Lieutenant Gover- 
nor and yourself are aware that the native measurement, now being car- 
ried on, is" not a scientific one, nor even with the cross staff’. It is simply 
a chaiifmeasurement, but made very much more carefully than was ever 
before done, and thoroughly tested. Those to be sent of pergunnahs 
Kanapoor and Burreah shall be like the specimen in the Cawnpoor Sta- 
tistical report. 

4. I trust to be excused for adverting to one or two portions of Mr. 
Secretary Thornton’s letter. In his 4th para, it is stated that “ it is not 
“ easy to understand how land could have borne a higher assessment in for- 
“ mer years than now, as the population then was less nui^rous than at 
“ present, and the state of the country generally more backward.” I would 
submit that the reason may be, is indeed, assigned by the people to the fact 
that 20 and 30 years ago Holkar’s and the Uhar districts surrounding 
were not as well managed as at present, and many rich cultivators of theirs 
held lands in our districts for the sole ])urpose of being able to claim pro- 
tection as British subjects. They both paid higher tlicmselves, and the 
competition thus induced, raised the value of the land to others. Those 
causes no longer, or in much less force, now exist. 

5. The chief, indeed only, reason of making the assessment arithmeti- 
cally is, that by no other means could we get the people to sec the advan- 
tage of accepting the terms offered to them. The rates on cultuiable 
waste land were calculated both by a comparison of the soil with that of 
neighboring cultivated land, and after estimating the means possessed by 
the engaging parties to bring it under cultivation. In Mirzapoor bee- 
gahs 114-17’- are assessed at Rs. 33-12-6; were they now under cultiva- 
tion they would be worth 8 to 10 annas per beegah (relatively with other 
land) being totally jungle. Now they have been assessed at half from the 
commencement of the lease. But this assessment would not have been 
accepted had not the engaging party been a man of some substance (the 
Canoongoe) and able to spend money in clearing and bringing the land 
under the plough, and the land itself been situated near the Nerbudda 
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(within 4 miles) at Mooltan, 14 miles from the Nerbudda inhabited by a 
miscellaneous set, chiefly deserters from the surrounding districts of IIol- 
kar living from hand to mouth ; it was with difficulty that they agreed to 
pay I annas per beegah on the culturable waste, the 
^ull rate (the land is inferior) being 4 annas or per- 
haps less. Here the settlement has been made “ Assa- 
mcewar” or with the mass of cultivators, and so little do they appreciate 
it, that there would be little hesitation among them in throwing it lip 
to-morrow. They would accept tlie settlement much more willingly 
were the waste land struck out, and retained, the greater part of it at all 
events, in the hands of fiovernment. Perhaps there may be five men of 
sul)stance in the village out of forty-two cultivators ; all this seems difficult 
to be understood, but take the following. Deserted villages in some of 
llolkar’s pcrguiinahs have been given out on leases for 20 years at a gra- 
dually increasing rate from 1 to 40 Rs. per annum, coming to the full 
rental in 7 y^rs, these villages being situated not very far from settled 
districts and containing from 6 to 800 beegahs of culturable land, of which 
one-third is first-rate virgin Khurreef soil. Some are given for 4 and 5 years 
pugnis or rent-free, and then at almost nominal rents. Bheckumgaum is 
an instance in j)oint. 

(). The three villages, Kusrawud, Rushudpoor and Rurgaum, are 
farmed by Dewacc Sing and Maha Sing, Patels of Kusrawud. The assess- 
ment is not high, but neither is it capable of being increased to any 
extent. Are not the cultivators to have the option of engaging for the 
\illage themselves, as the inhabitants of all other villages have had, /. c. 
as soon as the lease expired ! or is the present holder to be continued in 
his lease without reference to the cultivators ? The question is of no 
immediate importance as the farm has nine years yet to run. 

7. The village of Mmidlaisir has been settled with the ^'Joonardars,” 
and translation is enclosed of its administration paper, and of those of 
three other villages, Mirzapoor, Mooltan and Balsamund, as required by 
Mr. Thornton’s letter. 

8. The rights and responsibilities attached to the act of settlement 
have been carefully, viva voce, and repeatedly explained to the people. 
I am convinced that they are perfectly well understood (as far as I under- 
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stand them myself.) I send herewith translation of administration papers 
of each of the different kinds of villages settled. Should these be consi- 
<lered deficient in any point, the deficiency shall be amended. Accompany- 
ing also is a statement, as desired by para. 12 of Mr. Thornton’s letter, of 
what my own views are of the nature of the property conferred by the 
settlement, and the results that would be entailed by its loss. 

9. I would beg you to assure Kis Honor that the instructions in 
paras. 13 and li of Mr. Tliornton’s letter, will be borne in mind to the 
fullest extent, and no labor spared to work out the system properly. The 
memor.mdum-book of cases desired shall be kept, and all (luestions noted 
therein, and the book be submitted (if wished) for inspection. It may 
be that the administration papers will be considered as wanting in detail 
on certain points ; should this be .so, 1 trust that in justice to ourselves, 
it will be remembered that without i)ractical ex|)erienec of the working 
of the system, it is dillicult to know what points it is necessary to enlarge 
upon, and that many which may be considered of great moment are con- 
ventional, and so thoroughly understood by all here, l)oth ourselves and 
the people, that to dilate on them seems superfluous. 

JO. The Mundloee and Canoongoe (pergunnah ofliciy.s) have had 
their duties defined clearly, and the performance of them has been exact- 
ed strictly for some years past, especially since Captain rrench com- 
menced the Khalsa system. They either themselves, or their Gomashta, 
write in the Cutcherry (pergunnah,) and aid in settling new lands and 
villages, in procuring tuccavee, ike. 'I'hey have no sinecures. 

11. With reference to para. 19 of !\Ir. Thornton’s, and to para, b of 
your letter, I have the honor to state, that under all the circumstances, 
and availing myself of the latitude pointed out by Ilis Plonor, keeping 
steadily in view the necessity of not underbidding our.selves by offering 
culturable waste land at too low a rate, I would beg for permission to 
complete the settlement of Kanapoor and Burreah, and trust to be able 
to do so satisfactorily. In fact I had intended applying for permission to 
make the settlemetit in these pergunnahs independent of the waste lands 
or nearly so as possible. 

12. Mr. Conlan requests me to express how much he is gratified at 
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having; obtained the commendation of His Honor the Lieutenant Gover- 
nor. 


Mmullaisiry 

the 24/7/ September 1851. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 

H. L. EVANS, 

Political Assistant in Nimar. 


1 85 1 . — Translatioiu 

Administration paper or Wajib-ool-urz of the inhabitants (cultivators) 
of the villages of Mundlaisir, to wit, Roopa Patel, Bhookum Patel, and 
Beergee Bhugvvan, &c. assigned below. The Government for the encour- 
agement of the Ryuts having made a settlement Assameewar, or on 
each man’s holding for 20 years, the Jummabundee has been fixed after 


the late measurement as follows. 

Beegas. Bis. 

The whole area is, 3001 11 

Deduct Lpkhiraj, in Kheirat and Gardens — 

Beeg. Bis. 

Vain lyutram Shastry, .... 18 2 

Balajcc, 28 15 

Girdhur Bhut, 4 0 

Hurry Kurrun do, * 4 4 

Rookhroo Barbood, 0 10 

Beerjec Bhugwan, 1 0 

Poorjun Koonbec, 0 10 

Hurgovind Bhut, 2 0 

Bhokum Patel, 0 5 

Mangoe Tope (new), .... 27 12 

My cal Chowdry, 514 

KeerutSing, 4 13 

Eedgah, 2 14 

Bheela Poojaree, 11 6 


Carried over,. .... Ill 6 3001 If 
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Brought forward, .... Ill 6 3001 11 

Government Mangoe Tope, 3 4 
Motee Ram Kasseira, .... 2 1 116 11 


Jageers for Service. 

Patels, 2.5 0 

Kaloo Thakoor Canoongoe, 15 0 40 0 


V nculturahle. 

Village, 113 3 

Camp as per detail, 133 9 • 

Fort jail, 2 15 * 

Tank, 154 0 

Nullahs,ravines,jungleas'| ^ ^ 

per detail, / — 

Remains culturable, 1,353 13 

By last assessment Sumbut 1906, it was l,300-9,f ; of this 76 } beegas were 
lost in measurement, and 128 beegas 19 biswas gained, leaving the total 
now 1353-13. 


Detail. 

Irrigatedby watercourse and wells, 89 2 at 6 Rs. perbeega, Rs. 534 10 

Do. by watercourse alone, . . 10 18 at 5 „ do, 54 8 

Do. by wells alone 58 7 at 3 „ do, 175 I 

Do. by do of inferior quality,. . 13 15 at various rates, 26 10 

“Gohalee”orwheatland unwatered, 112 10!it2Rs. per beega, 225 0 

“Mair or khurreef land, . .’ 716 0 at various rates, ... . 1020 10 

“Khurra” or inferior, 262 3 at do do, 147 8 

Unsown, 90 18 at do do, 63 1 

Total, 1353 13 2247 0 

In Sumbut 1906, the assessment was Rs. 2354-2 ; there has been lost 
Rs. 226 and gained Rs. 118-14 ; leaving as above Rs. 2,247. Deducting 
one-third relinquished by Government as encouragment, viz. 749, 
there remains Rs. 1,498, including Rs. 200 on account of the watercourse. 
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Add to this Rs. 4 on account of mangoe trees and Rs. 15 one per cent. 
Road Fund, the amount to be paid is Rs. 1,517. 

This amount year by year, from the commencement of S. 1908 corres- 
ponding to A. D. 1151-52 to the end of S. 1927 corresponding to A. D. 
1870-71, in all 20 years, and thenceforward until another settlement, 
without claim to remission from calamity of season or deterioration of 
land dhurte ya ahashy) we will pay into the Government Treasury 
by instalments as follows: 


In November, Rs. 303 

„ December,..^ „ 303 

„ January,.^...* „ 303 

„ February, „ 304 

„ March, 304 


If any cultivator dies or deserts, or through obstinacy refuses to pay 
his fixed amount, we will through the Sudder Malgoozar represent the 
case to the authorities, have his property sequestered, and his share paid. 
If his share is not realised from his property, we will give his land to 
another cultivator, on condition of his paying up the arrears. If this 
plan also fail, we will all together pay it by a ‘‘bachh” or distribution on 
us all, in short in no way shall the Government suffer from arrears. If 
we do not pay our kists’' at the fixed time, it will be optional with Govern- 
ment to take the village from our management, and make it over to a 
farmer, and we shall then pay as under the Khalsa system, before the 
introduction of this new settlement. The tank we rent from Govern- 
ment at an average rate of 200 Rs. ])er annum, taking our chaqce of 
water; repairs required to it are to be executed by Government. There 
are in the village lands 26 wells going. If any one builds a new or clears 
out SHI old one at his own expence, he is not liable to pay water rent as 
long as the settlement lasts. The liquor, opium and other contracts are 
not included in this. We will not apply to Government for tuccavee 
(seed or food) ; we will manage the village through our Sutfder Malgoozar. 
The cattle of the village arc to graze in common on the unculturable 
waste, it is not to be broken up or divided. We have appointed Bhoo- 
kun and Roopa Patels our Sudder Malgoozars, and will pay them 12| 
per cent, as their ^'Mehntana,” from which they are to pay the village 
expenses (gaum khurruch, dusserah, hoolee, &c.) and one per cent. Road ^ 
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Fund. This 12^ per cent, is to be calculated on the net revenue, and 
to be paid out of the one-third relinquished to us by Government. If 
the said PatcLs commit any fault or give dissatisfaction, we will ask 
Government to permit us to change them on proving their offence. 


Detail of Mehutana and Gaum Khurch. 

p 

Gaum Khurch, Rs. 15 0 0 

Mehntana to Sudder Malgoozars, inclusive of thel g ^ 

original fee of 1 Re. on each plough, / 

,One per cent. Road Fund, „ 15 0 0 


In all, Rs. 187 8 0 


Besides this, whatever we have from of old paid the Putwaree, Bheel, 
Bulair, &c. we will pay as follows : 

Putwaree, per plough 1 Re. and 8 chokees* of Jowar. 

Pursai, do 2 do. 

Carpenter, do 18 do. 

Black.smith, do 12 do. 

Koomar to be paid according to the articles taken. 

Chumar, 8 do. 

Boatmen, 2 do. 

Bheel (Tracker,) 2 do. 

Bulair (watchmen,) 10 do. 

Pothdar (assayer,) 2 do. 

Besides these the Patel and Putwaree have other fees as follows : 


From the renter of the Abkari, p. a. Rs. 

From do. of the opium and ganja, „ 

In compensation of syer abolished, „ 

On houses sold, from the purchaser, „ 

From the KOomars, each house, 500 tiles. 


Patel. 

6 0 0 
10 0 
37 4 6 
10 0 


Putwaree. 
Rs. 4 0 0 
„ 10 0 
„ 30 0 0 
„ 10 0 
. . . . 500 tiles. 


Chumars 1 pair shoes. 1 i)air shoes. 


The Chowdry of the bazaar, and others had fees paid from the syer 


• The chokee is 3 seers or G lbs. 
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formerly, they are now paid from the Government Treasury (compensa- 
tion.) 

Kazi, Rs. 5 6 0 The Chowdry of bazar, 56 12 6 

Hurry Narain Bhut, .... „ 6 0 0 Weighmen; (2) 72 0 0 

Poorun Doss Byragee, . . „ 12 0 0 Bhut, 3 00 

Bheel,a Pundia, „ 3 0 0 Bulair, 5 80 

Ram Sing Turwee receives 10 Rs. per mensem from the Govern- 
ment and is answerable for all robberies of cattle and grain. 

All, as above written, detail of management of fees and huqs that are 
now in force we have written this 20th day of March 1851. If the cattle 
of another village die within the bounds of this, tlic Bulair of that village 
will take the skin, paying nought for it. The Patels have a right to the 
skin of any of their own buHaloes or bullocks that may die ; the Bulair takes 
the cows’ skins. Every man has a right to his own manure, the Patel 
and Putwarce have no claim to it. Any cultivators cultivating land in 
another village may take manure into that village’s boundaries. 

Signed by all (41) Assamees, including Patels and the Putwaree. 

True Translation. 

n. L. EVANS, 

Political Assistant in Nimar^ 


1851. — Translation, 

Wajibool urz of the village of Mirzapoor, Pergunnah Kusrawud 
(British). 

Likhtung Kurrar,” written agreement entered into by Luchmun 
Canoongoe of Kusrawud, and Nathooram Putwarce of Mirzapoor, with 
the British Government, to the effect that the settlement of the above 
village has been made with them on the following jummabundee. 
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Beeg. Bis. 

Xotal ArCtt, 2225 8 

Deduct — 

Beeg. Bis. 

Village area, 5 15 

Barren parts in fields, 17 16 

Ravines, &c. of river, . . . . 34'5 12 

Jungle uncultnrable, . . . . 1206 18 

Zerayut or Bent:;fre 0 Lcmds. 

Nana Patel, 33 18 

Nathoram Putwarce, 25 0 

Trackers and watchmen, (Nihals) 31 14 


Sham Gir Gossain, 2 3 1668 16 

Remainder culturable, 556 12 

Detail — 

Mai or Khurreef land at Beeg. Bis. Rs. A. P. 


various rates from 1 to l^f 

Rs. per beegah, 225 4 = 268 14 0 

Khurra or inferior land 
at rates varying from 4 to 

12 as. per beegah, .. .. 231 8 = 119 10 0 

Uncultivated culturable, 100 0 = 22 8 0 


556 12 = 411 0 0 

No mangoes or melon beds. 

The total assessment being Rs. 411 gross revenue, of this -J-rd as 
Mehntana being deducted (Rs. 137) — there remain Rupees 274. 


Detail — 

Government demand, Rs. 258 

Zemindarry due of Mundloee and Canoongoc, 16 

274 

Addr^ 

One per cent. Road Fund, 3 

, 277 

T 2 


Total demand, 
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As above Rs. 277 year by year, from the commencement of Sumbut 
190S, corresponding to A. D. 1851-52, to end of S. 1927, corresponding 
to A. D. 1870-71, full 20 years, without claim to remission from failure 
of season or deterioration of ground {c^id dhurti ya akash) we will pay into 
the Government Treasury^ — 

Detail of Instalments. 

November, Rs. 56 February, Rs. 55 

December, „ 56 March, „ 55 

January, „ 55 

If there be any failure in payment as above agreed upon, either from 
inability or other causes, it is optional with Government to take the vil- 
lage from us, and give it to any one else. There are not at present any 
wells going in this village. If any man at his own expense dig and build 
a well, and irrigate therefrom, we cannot as long as the lease lasts, exact 
water rates from him. If we at our own expense dig and build wells 
and irrigate, we arc entitled to levy at the established rate of Rs. 3 per 
beegah dropping the mal rate. The Kullalee and opium contracts are 
not included in this lease. We will make no application for Tuccavee, 
seed or food, but will issue it when necessary ourselves. There is no 
land uncultivated besides what is included culturable in this lease. All 
the village cattle are to graze in the unculturable in common. We will 
pay the Chunda Pothdareeand Gaum Khurch (Ilooleeand Dusserah) as 


established and as customary from of old. 

Detail, 

Kokeesur Bhut, of Mundlaisir, Chunda, Rs. I 0 0 

Ram Mundur, do. do „ 0 8 0 

Murkuti Sungum Temple, do „ 0 8 0 

Gungle Swur Mahadeo, do „ 0 8 0 

Rugoonath Bhut, of Kusrawud, do „ 0 8 0 


Rs. 3 0 0 

Pothdaree and Gaum Khurch. 


Ink worship to Putwaree, I 4 0 

Hoolee and Dusserah, 3 3 0 

Paper, . . . 2 8 0 6 15 0 


9 15 0 
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The villag'e huqdar’s fees are as follows : 

Patel . — On each buifaloe or bullock sold, 1 anha. 

On grain brought and carried away per inani of 12 inaunds, 
1 anna. 

Puticaree . — From each cultivator on bis gross jumina at the rate of 3 
per cent. 

(Fixed by themselves instead of one rupee per plough as cus- 
tomary.) 

Chittiawun. — On each buffaloe or bullock sold, J {imia. 

Pursai. — On each plough 4 chokees* grain (Jowari.) 

Carpenter. — Do 18 do do. 

Blacksmith. — To be paid for such work as he does. 

Watchman (Bulair).— On 100 Rs. rental 3 mauns of grain. 
Coornar. — As blacksmith. 

Boatmen. — Per plough 4 chokees of grain in stalk. 

Chumar. — As blacksmith. 

Nihal (tracker). — Per plough 4 chokees. 

Pothdar. — Do 2 do. 

As above written all is to be performed : dated 11th March A. D. 1851. 
Witnesses. Signatures of leaseholders. 


True Translation, 

II. L. EVANS, 

Political Assistaut in Nimar. 


Translation. 

Wajibool urz, or Administration paper of the village of Mooltan, 
pergunnah Kusrawud. 

Written agreement by Oonkar and Ram Sing, Patels, Mukoond 
Aheer, Maun Singh Rajpoot, Runchor and others, cultivators of Mool- 
tan, to the effect that the Government, having settled the jummabundee. 


* The rhokee ta 3 accrs pucka. 
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has made a twenty years Assameewar settlement of the village as 
follows : 

Beeg. Bis. 

Whole area, 3974 11 

Deduct — . 


Beeg. Bis. 


Jungle unculturable, 


1195 2 


Barren parts in fields, . . . . 


35 7 


Village area, 


34 3 


Zerayut lands. 

Muudloees of Pergunnah, 


44 14 


Patel, 

(1) 

60 0 


Do 

(1) 

25 4 


Do 

(1) 

25 0 


Pursai, 

(2) 

18 1 


do 

(2) 

o 

o 


Nihal (Tracker,) 


43 18 


Mangoc Tope, 


4 14 


Faqueer, 

(2) 

23 18 285 

9 1562 1 

Detail — 

Remains, 

IteefT, Bis. 

. . 2412 10 

Rs. A. P. 

Watered from wells, 

. 22 17 

of 3 Rs. per ) 

64 1* 0 

beegah, except one small field 

j 

Mai or Khurreef land, . . . 

. 957 16 

of various rates 

612 9 0 

Khurra or inferior land, . . . 
Uncultivated, culturable, ' 
of very inferior qualities, J 

. 465 9 
[- 925 10 

.... do 

112 10 0 

35 12 0 

825 0 0 

Mangoes and Mowa trees, . 

6 0 


.. 6 0 0 


Total jumma, 

.831 0 0 


Deducting l-3rd or Rs. 277, there remain Rs. 554 (2) old grants, (1) 
very inferior land. 
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Detail. 

Government demand. 
Zemindar’s Pergunnah, 


Rs. A. P. 
523 0 0 
31 0 0 


Add 1 per cent. Road Fund, 


5.54 0 0 
5 8 0 


Total, 559 8 0 

As above Rs. 559 8 0, at the appointed times from the commence- 
ment of Sumbut 1908, A. D. 1851-52, to the end of Sumbut 1927, A. 1). 
1870-71, full 20 years, and thenceforward until another settlement, year 
by year, we will pay into the Government Treasury without having 
claim to remission from failure of season or deterioration of soil {(tjul 
dhurti ya akasli) by instalments as below : 


November 
December, 
January, . 
February, 
March,. . . 


Rs. 112 
... 112 
... 112 • 
. .. 112 
. .. 111-8 


In all Rupees, 559-8 

If any cultivator die or desert, or through obstinacy not pay his quota, 
we will through our Sudder Malgoozar, bring the case before the au- 
thorities, and his property having been attached cause his arrears to be 
})aid yp. If his property sulfice not, we will make over his field to ano- 
ther on condition of his paying the arrears. If this also should fail, we 
will all conjointly pay it by a “hachh” on our several holdings. In 
short in no way shall the Government suffer. If we fail in paying our 
revenue according to agreement, the Government is at liberty to resume 
and farm the village out, or make such arrangements as it pleases ; and 
in that case we shall pay the Kucha Jiimma as hitherto. For the man- 
agement of the village we have appointed for our Sudder Malgoozars 
Oonkat and Ram Sing Patels, Mokoond Aheer, Maun Sing Rajpoot, 
and Runchor Sonar, and will pay them as Mehntana 0 per cent, on the 
reduced revenue of Rs. .554 (the 1 per cent. Road 
* uoncdrurvl™*” Fund exclusive), besides the Gaum Khurch and Road 
Fund* inclusive, as follows : 
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Detail qf Gaum Khurch 


Rs. A. 1>. 

Rs. A. 

P. 


Rs, A. P. 

Chunda, . . 3 8 0 




Pothdaree, 

10 0 

Ruggonath Bhut, 

. 1 

0 

0 

Hoolee Dussera, . . 

13 0 

Murkute Sungujn, . . . 

. 0 

8 

0 

Ink worship Put-) 

1 /to 

Ram Mundur, 

, 0 

8 

0 

waree, J 


Mokesim Bhut, 

. 1 

0 

0 

Paper, 

2 8 0 

Gungle Saur, 

, 0 

8 

0 



In all, Rupees, 

3 

8 

0 

In all. Rupees, 

5 15 0 


There are now in this village four wells going. If any man dig and 
build up a well at his own expense, or clear out an old one, he will not 
be called on as long as this settlement lasts to pay extra. All the unculti- 
vated unculturable land, is to be held in common as grazing land for all 
the cattle of the village. We will ask for no Tuccavec (seed or food.) 
The Kullalee and opium contracts are not included in this. 

I'he village huqdars fees are — 

Patel . — From cultivators, nothing. 

From Chumars, 1 pair of shoes per annum. 

On buffaloes or bullocks sold, 1 anna per head. 

Khoont on grain brought and exported, and on transit 4^ 
pies per bullock. 

On each cart of grain, 9 pies. 

On Teak wood sold, 9 annas per 100 beams. 

The Patel takes the skins of any of his bullocks or buffaloes that die. 

Pulwar ee . — Per plough 1 maund (40 seers) grain (Jowari). 

Khoont per bullock load of grain exported or in transit. If pie. 

Per cart (grain) as above, 3 pies. 

On teak beams, 3 annas per 100. 

From Chumars, 1 pair shoes per annum. 

Carpenter. — Per plough 1 maund Jowar. 

Blacksmiths. — Do 14 chokees. 

Coomar. — As employed. 


Bulair (watchman).- 

-Per pl( 

)ugh 

12 chokees. 

Pursai. — 

. do 

2 

do. 

Nehal (Tracker). — 

do 

6 

do. 

Pothdar. — 

. . do 

4 

do. 
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Any cattle of another village dying, the Bulair of that village takes 
the skin and pays the Mooltan Bulair 4 annas boundary dues. 

The Kullal is to furnish one bottle ofliquor atthe Dusserah to water 
the boundaries. 

Signed by all cultivators (42) of Mooltan, dated 20th March 

True Translation, 

H. L. EVANS, 

Political Assistant Nhnar. 


Tramkifton. 

Wajibool urz, of the village of Balsamund, pergunnah Knsrawud. 

Written agreement entered into by Bourah Patel and Dhangce Patel 
of Balsamund with the British Government, to the effect that the settle- 
ment of the village has been made with us on .Jummabundeeas follows: 

Jieeg. Bis. 

Total area, .‘1122 17 


JJediict — 


Bis 

Village area, 

.. . . 105 

11 

Jungle uncultivated, 

. . . . 426 

7 

Barren parts in fields, 

. . . . 46 

19 


Zerayuts or rent-free lands— 



Beef;, 

Bis 

Patel, 

.. ..29 

2 

Putwaree, 

. . . . 43 

15 

Nehal (Tracker,) 

.. ..35 

19 

Ram Doss Byragee, . . 

.. .. 1 

7 

Balagee Bhut, . . 

.. .. 3 

11 


- 113 14 692 11 


Remain culturable. 


2430 6 
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Detail — 



Beeg. 

Bis. 

Rs. 

A. 

p. 

Land under watercourse, ordinary rate, 

240 

17 

= 546 

15 

0 

Land under well irrigation, full rates 






except in a few fields, 

129 

8 

361 

2 

0 

Gohalle^ or land producing corn with- 






out irrigation, at various rates from 






1 to 2 Rs a beegah, 

153 

0 

= 241 

8 

0 

Mall or Khurrccflaudat various rates, 

1493 

3 

= 1608 

3 

0 

Khurra or inferior land, 

253 

7 

= 79 

.3 

0 

Uncultivated culturable at 4 annas 4 
11 1 

160 

11 

= 40 

1 

0 


per beegah, 


2130 C ==2877 0 0 


IJy last year’s assessment beegahs 2,346.^ at Its. 3,335 by measure 
meat. Beegahs 141-18J at Rs 518-2-0 have been struck off, being Rs. 
391-0-9 on account of the watercourse, and Rs. 120-11-0 on account of 


over .assessment. 

Remains, beegahs 2201 11} Rs. 2,810 13 G 

Add inrrediSc- - 

Ry measurenient do. . . (>5 3 } 20 1 G 

of eultivatioio . . 100 11 ,, 40 1 0 

Ueniains, beegalis . . 2430 (> Rs. 2,877 0 0 

Add mangee trees, .5 0 0 

Melon ])eds, , I (M> 

’Lotal, Rs. 2,883 0 0 

"riielinrd of this, Rs. 901 , being deducted, there remains 1,922 0 ii 

lieing Cfovcrnmem demand, Rs 1,813 

Zemindar, Mundloee and Canoongoe, ,, 109 1,922 0 i) 

Add 1 per Cent. Road Fund, 19 4 0 

Rs 1,941 4 0 


As above detailed Rs. 1,941-4-0 from the commencement of Sumbut 
1908, corresponding to A. D. 1851-52, to end of Sumbut 1927 A.D, 1870-71 



PERGUNNAH KUSRAWUD. 


147 


V 

full 20 years, and thenceforward until another settlement without claim to 
remission from failure of seasons or deterioration of soil, we will pay 
into the Government Treasury by instalments as follows ; 

November, Rs. 388 

December, „ 388 

January, „ ^88 

February, „ 388-4 

March „ 389 


Total Rupees, 1,941-4 

in this settlement as compared with that of the preceding year R;,. 
:jf)l-8-9, on account of water from the watercourse have been struck oil' 
til e village rental, because it has not for the last two years furnisluvl 
water sufficient for irrigation. Whenever it does run, we will pay vMia 
it tlicrate of 2 per beegah for all land watered by it. We shall have no 
claim to any share of this extra revenue. 

The Chunda Pothdaree and all other Gaum Khurch we will pay 
.iccording to old custom. 


Drfail-- 


[Vluskiiti Siingun, 

.Chunda,. . . 

... Rs. 1 

0 

0 




lluggoonath llluit, 

. . .do, 

1 

0 

0 




Ram Mundiil Muncllaisir, . , 

. . . do, 

1 

0 

0 




Guiigle Sour, 

. . .do, 

1 

0 

0 




Mokeesur lihut 

. . . do, 

1 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

Pothdaree, 





2 

0 

0 

Hooly, Dusserah and paper, . 






5 

11 

0 






12 

11 

0 


If we fail in paying the instalments agj’ccd upon, it will be optional 
with the Government to take the village from us, and make other ar- 
rangements. In this village there arc now 30 wells going, if any cniti- 
vatorat his own expense makes a well, we have no claim on him for extra 
revenue and the Government has no claim on us for more revenue. 
If we make one at our expense we will levy 3 rupees per beegah accord- 
ing to custom, deducting the mall rates formerly paid, but Government 
has no claim upon us. The Kullalec and opium are distinct from this 

u 2 
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lease. We will request no tuccavee, seed or food from the Govern- 
ment, but ourselves make arrangements for the cultivators to whom 
it may be requisite. 

The village huqdar’s fees are — 

PateL — From cultivators ; nothing. 

Fr(ftn the liquor contractor, Rs. 3 per annum. 

Coomar, 1,000 tiles do. 

Chumar, 2 pairs shoes do. 

On salt sold in Ralsamund bazar, on each bullock load, \ of a 
chokeeor ] seer. 

Pnticurcc , — Per plough 12 chokees* (Jowar ;) 4 do. grain in husk. 

On liquor contract 1 rupee per annum. 

On grain bought in the village and carried away, ^ anna per rnani 
of 12 maims. 

VftrsaL — Per plough 4 chokees Jowar, on marriages, 8:c. according 
to will and ability. 


Carpenter.-* 

-Por plouffh 

14 

chokees. 

Rhu^ksmith. 

— . . do. 

12 

do. 

Rarbev.—Per head . . 

5 

do. 

Watchman.' 

—Per plough 

12 

do. 

J'racker. — 

.... do. 


do. 

Chumar. — 

. . . . do. 

1 

do. 

Pothdaiv* 

.... do. 

1 

do 


Any land not culturable or belongs in particular to no one, all the cattle 
of the village arc to use it for grazing in common. 

Any cattle of another village dying in our bounds, its hide belongs to 
the watchman of that village, but he will pay our watchman 4 annas 
boundary due. 

f 

As above we have written. 12th March 1851. 

True translation, 

H. L. EVANS, 

Political Assistant Nimar, 


* Tlie ihokw ifl 3 soerti pucka. 
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Memorandum by Lieutenant Evans on the nature of the property created 

by the Settlement. 

1. The nature of the property vested in the cultivators by this 

settlement, is as I understand it, as follows : 1st. When 

Nature of property , x , 

acquired at the settle- the Settlement has been made wun the Joonardai's, or 
as it is called here “ Assameewar, ” as in Mundlaisir for 
instance, every holder of land who has signed the “ wajib ool urz ” is for 
the period of the settlement, de facto the absolute proprietor of that land, 
which he can sublet, mortgage, or otherwise dispose of, for that period, 
provided always that he pays his cpiota of Government rent at the stated 
periods, and of the Mehntana, &c. which the body have agreed to pay 
their Sudder Malgoozar, and that all who have contracted jointly with 
him do the same : whilst he enjoys this proprietary right, he pays only his 
share of the reduced revenue demanded by Government. For instance, 
a‘ village assessed under the Khalsa system at lls. I, GOO, pays now we will 
suppose 1,200 ; a cultivator paying formerly Rs. .'»() on his holding, or 1-.‘12 
of the whole amount, would under the settlement pay 1-32 of the reduced 
or Rupees 37-8, the balance being all profit to him, from which he pays 
his (piota of the Mehntana. In the same projiortiou he has a claim to 
such uncultivated culturablc lands as there in.ay be. 

2. Should there be any cultivators who have not agreed to the setth;- 
ment, they pay the proprietors (/'. e. those who have signed the wajib-ool 
urz) the full amount assessed on their holdings, as under the Khalsa sys- 
tem the proprietors pay to Government the sum calculated by the 
settlement, retaining the rest as their own profit, which they share pro- 
portionally according to their stakes in the village. 

3. Whilst enjoying the proprietary right, they collect the revenue 

themselves, and after their own fashion ; and in fact manage their village 
entirely themselves. Government having nothing to say to it fiscally. 
When they lose the proprietary right, either by their own voluntary act, 
or by forfeiture, or sale for default, they revert to their old position under 
the Khalsa settlement, paying the full, instead of reduced quota of Govern- 
ment rent ; to quote the illustration above used, 50 Rs. instead of 37-8. , 

They are then also liable to have any new land they may have broken 
up and brought under the plough, assessed and charged to them. All 
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these points are fully understood by the people, but on one point I con- 
fess my ignorance. On the termination of the 20 years settlement, what 
permanent proprietary right have the Joonardars acquired, supposing 
they have held their own throughout ? 

4. Where the settlement has been made with the Panels or Putwa- 
roes (village Wuttundars as in lialsamund), there the mass of cultivators, 
are in precisely the same situation as under the Khalsa system, except 
that they pay the full amount to the Patels instead of to the Governmoiit, 
and the Patel paying Government lls. 1200 instead of 1500 (as quoted 
above) retains the difference as his profit. To him also belongs iv a t(; 
land, which he rents out or cultivates himself, paying to Government jn> 
more than the sum fixed in his lease. Of course a certain sum has !;ec n c’ - 
sessedon it, and is included in the amount for which the village is renter. 

« 

5. He can demand no more from any cultivator than the sum iixtAi 
by Government, nor can he oust him Irom his fields on any pretence, 
without instituting a suit against him, so that in this case also the mlti- 
vator has a certain proprietary right to his holding, as indeed he always 
has had in Nimar, both under the old lease, and present Khalsa s\fcTt ?c 

0. He collects the rent himself and pays it to Government and is 
f)Ound to aid the people, where necessary, with seed and food, either 
giving it himself or assisting them to get it. Any profits that would ac- 
crue to Government, under the Khalsa system, from wells being dug, 
w'eirs formed, &c. do during the duration of his lease jh - 

of course suppohing • 

i.un to have borne the cruc to hiiu, as proprictor, * l)ut to no greater extent thiui 
construct- Govcmmcnt is now entitled. 

7. Should he lose this proprietary right either by relinquishing 
voluntarily, or by forfeiture, or sale for default, he reverts to his late posi- 
tion, cultivating as ;i mere Joonardar, though of course his old establish- 
ed hu(j[s (not including the 5 per cent, lately granted) are not affected one 
way or the other. 

8. Should he work out the full period of the settlement, he is entitled, 
should he decline to renew, or Government makes other arrangement^, to 
5 per cent. Malikana in perpetuity. 
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9. The same in all respects holds good where the village has been 
taken by the pergunnah zemindars, the roundloee or canoongoe (though 
MS to the Malikana I am doubtful). 

H. L. EVANS. 

* Political Assistant Nhnat. 


No. 3849 of 1851 


i' loii: 


'fo 


.L Xhorntom, Esquire, 

Secretary to Govt, of the N. ff. P. 


iv. IIa.mil’jon, Esquire. 

Resident at Indore. 

Simlahf the .’ll ihfohct JS5I. 


1 am direcled to acknowledge receipt of your Jetter Mo, 1421^;, 
dated 2JMli ultimo, with enclosures, relatijm to the settle- 

j .’w r .ic Dcpiiriir.cii:. ^ 

inent of pergunnah Kusrawud in the province of Nimar, 
and in reply to communicate the following observations of Ilis Honor 
tiM‘ Lieutenant Govenun on the sul)jcct. 

,1 The explanaUoii given by Lieutenant Evans, para. 4, of the reason 
wny the <*ountry could formerly liear a higher assessment than at present. 
In prohjibly the tru(‘ one. If indeed the character of the native Govern 
menu around the territory of Nimar has been so much improved, that thc^ 
British province has lost its distinctive character for superior safety 
liic and property, there cannot be a higher sourc e of gratification : we 
may hence he stimulated to proceed more rapidly, and earnestly, in tlie 
work of improvement, when we find the Native states around ns to he 
such apt scholars in the art of Government. The object proposed by 
the British Government in assuming charge of Nimar will thus be most 
nobly fulfilled. 
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3. The Lieutenant Governor sees no reason to doubt that the 
assessment of the waste land has been fairly and equitably made by 
Lieutenant Evans. He would only observe, that the circumstances 
mentioned in pai:agraph 5 , show that after all, the arithmetical deduc- 
tion of the jumma from the assets is more apparent than real. Too high 
an estimate of the assets would unduly heighten, and toolow an estimate 
unnecessarily depress, the jumma. The appearance of calculation in the 
last process must not lead one to forget that the goodness of the settle- 
ment really depends on the sound discretion displayed in the first process. 

4. In the three villages of Kusrawud, Rushudpoor, and Bungaum, 
the cultivators have no natural right to a settlement. If the villages 
are flourishing under the management of the Patels, and a portion of 
their lease has yet to run, there is the strongest reason, why they should 
be rewarded by the extension of the lease. It is requested that this 
may be done if they assent to the terms ; and that the papers may be 
made up, as in other villages settled with Patels. 

5. Lieutenant Evans’ own views regarding the nature of the pro- 
perty created by the settlement, as contained in the memo, inclosed in 
his letter, are generally correct. The rule regarding Malikanah is the 
same in all villages. On the expiration of the present settlement the 
proj)rietors will be entitled to Malikanah if the settlement is not again 
made with them. Where the proprietors consist of a numerous body of 
cultivators, the Malikanah is most easily, and best given in the form of 
a reduced rent-rate. 

6. In truth however the value of the property after the expiration 
of the lease depends on the known character of the Government for 
justice and moderation ; no proprietors need fear that they will be illi- 
berally treated, if they show themselves to be good managers and honest 
men. 


7. The annexed note on the administration papers shews wherein 
those papers arc considered by the Lieutenant Governor defective. The 
note is simply for Lieutenant Evans’ consideration. It is not expected 
or desired, that he should enter into further explanation or discussion on 
the points, which are there noted. 
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8. The completion of the settlement of K&napoor and Surreah as 
proposed by Lieutenant Evans is authorized, the Lieutenant Governor 
has every reason to place full confidence in the intelligence and discre~ 
tion which that officer brings to the work. 

' I have the honor to be, 

Simlahjlte J. THORNTON, 

31 «/ October 1851 . Secretary to Govt, of tlie N. W. P. 


Note on the Administration Papers of Mundlaisir, Mooltan, Mirmpoor 

and Balsamund. 

Mundlaisir. 

The proprietors seem to be in number 41 , all cultivators. It is sup- 
posed there are no other cultivators than those proprietors. The Govern- 
ment have relinquished to these proprietors 749 Rs. out of the estimated 
rental ; of this sum Rs. 187-8 is appropriated to Mehntana and Gaum 
Khurch, but it is nowhere said what is to become of the balance or 
Rs. 561 - 8 . Lieutenant Evans evidently understands that this is to go 
to reduce their payments for their several holdings ; but this should be 
stated and the mode explained in which the reduction is to be made ; we 
want what is often called the Khewut or Phatbundee. A specimen of this 
given in para. 183-187 of the English Settlement Misl, except that in 
a simple tenure of this kind the former would be much simpler. It need 
only contain columns 6 (which would be headed," name of proprietors” 
and not" of puttee,”) 8 , 9 , 10 and 11. Then it would have been seen at a 
glance what land each man holds and how much he is to pay. 

2. The stipulation that the unculturablc waste is not to be broken 
up or divided, is superfluous, if the description of the land is correct, and 
most mischievous, if it is not correct. I suspect it is incorrect and that 
much of the land now called unculturablc waste, ought to be, and indeed 
will be, cultivated. This is one great source to which the community 
must look for increased profits. Is it wise nominally at least to bar 
them out perpetually from the benefit ? This clause shews the mutual 


X 
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jealousy of the people more than anything else. The poor men who 
have small resources fear that the wealthier or more enterprising will 
get the start of them in the occupation of the waste, and hence the at- 
tempt to prevent its being broken up at all. The attempt is vain, and 
here is the germ o^ future quarrel. Are there no sewaie items except the 
skins of dead buffaloes ? see page 191 of English settlement misl. 

3. The mode of succession to the office of Sudder Malgoozar is not 
stated. On the demise of one of the present men, who will succeed ? 
Is the office hereditary or elective ? divisible or indivisible ? 

4. The Patels have their jagheer, their mehntana, and their fees, 
which are no small sum; are they aware that all this, as their personal 
property is primarily liable for the whole revenue of the village, and that 
ill case of default, they are liable to be deprived of the whole ? such is the 
legal liability of the Sudder Malgoozar. It might not be necessary or 
wise to enforce the penalty. But the liability to its enforcement maybe 
used as a strong stimulus to the lumberdars to exert themselves. 

Mooltan. 

5. A specification of the holdings and liabilities of the 42 proprietors 
is much wanted here also. There are here 925 beegahs 18 biswahs, of 
uncultivated culturable land of inferior quality which is assessed at 
:35 Rs. 12 annas, and 1195 beegahs 2 biswahs of jungle unculturable 
which is unassessed. The only stipulation regarding this land is that 
all the uncultivated unculturable land is to be held in common as graz- 
ing land for all the cattle of the village. If this means that none of the 
uncultivated land is ever to be brought under cultivation, the stipula- 
tion needs reconsideration. Waste land may probably hereafter attain 
a value, which is not now contemplated. 

Mirzapoou. 

The settlement of this village is made with the Canoongoe of another 
village and the Putwaree of this; what are their shares ? are they equal ? 
Is there any right of pre-emption ? How are the collections to be made 
from the Assamees ? By whom ? how? and when is the Collector to ac- 
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count to the proprietors ? The Canoongoe is probably the wealthier 
and more powerful man, the Putwaree is the man of more local influence, 
they do not meet on an equality, and unless these grounds of difference 
are guarded, quarrels may arise ; who is to provide for the cultivation 
of the 100 beegahs uncultivated land on which 22-8 has been assessed, 
may they not divide the mouzah ? There is no explanation of the 
rights of the cultivators, have all e(iual rights ? They cannot be ousted 
as long as they pay, cati they mortgage or sell their holdings at their 
pleasure? can their rates be raised under any circumstances besides that 
stated of irrigation from wells dug by the zemindars ? I suppose there 
is a jumabundee ? pp. 237 and 239 of English settlement misl. 

Balsamuno. 

The remarks on the former village are applicable to this, which has 
.been settled with the Patels of the village. 


No. 230 of 1852. 


From 


Lieut. R. H. Keatinge, 

Political Assistant in Nimar. 


To 


R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 


Mundlaisir, I6th August 1852 . 


Sir, 

In conformity with instructions transmitted in paragraph 4th 
of a letter from Government No. 3849, dated October 31 st, 1851, 
I have the honor to submit for sanction, the settlement of three villages 
of pergunnah Kusrawud which were not included in the settlement of 
the pergunnah for Sumbut 1908. 

x2 
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2. These villages have been settled with the Patels whose leases 
had not expired, on a renewed lease of 19 years, so that the whole per- 
gunnah may again come under settlement operations at the same period. 

3. I feel it to be quite needless that any lengthened remarks should 
accompany these papers, as the settlement has been carried out by the 
Deputy Collector under instructions conveyed to him by my predecessor, 
strictly on the same footing as the rest of the pergunnah. 

4. These three villages are as highly cultivated a.s any in Nimar, and 
contain no culturable waste. 

5. Subsequent to the confirmation of the settlement of pergunnah 
Kusrawud by His ffonor the Lieutenant Governor, the definite settle- 
ment of the boundary of Mooltan with His Highness Holkar, caused a 
slight variation in the revenue of that village ahd the settlement of. 
these three villages causing a further alteration in the Government 
demand, I have the honor to forward a revised annual jumma state- 
ment of the whole pergunnah for the sanction of Government. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

R. H. KEATINGE, 

Political Assistant in Nimar. 

Nitnar Political Agency, Mvndlaisir, 
the \Gth August 1852. 
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No. 3045 of 1852. 


From 


To 


W. MuiRj Esquire, 

Secretary to Govt, of the N. W. P. 


R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 
Resident at Indore. 


yigtci, the ini >Si pi ember 1852 

Sir, 

1 am directed to.acknovvlcdgc the receipt of your letter No. 1441, 

of the 19th ultimo with its enclosures, and in reply to 
Revenue DepartiuLiit. Hon’blc tlic Lieuteiiaut Govemor has 

been pleased to sanction the settlement of Kusba Kusrawud, and Mouzahs 

Russudj)Oor and Burgaum, in pergunnah 
Kusba Ku.rawud, .. 'Vm)2 Jm"’ i 90 » Kusrawuil, ill tlic district of Nimar, at the 

Mouzah smnbut"^ juiumas and for the period noted in the 

margin. 

2, His Honor has also been pleased to approve of the revised jum- 
ma statement of pergunnah Kusrawud submitted with your letter. 

I have the honor to be, &c, 

W. MUIR, 

Secretary to Govt, of the N. W. 1\ 


Agra, the 

3rd September 1852. 
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No. 2. 


SETTLEMENT REPORT OF PERGUNNAHS RURREAH AND KANAPOOR, 

BRITISH NIMAR. 


No. 199 of 1852. 


From 


Lieut. R. H. Keatinge, 

Political A.'ifiistant in Nimar. 


To 


R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 

.Ifunr/lai.itr, the \2thofJuue 1852. 


Sill, 

I have the honor to submit, for the sanction of Government, the 
new Settlements of the British pergunnahs of Burreah and Kanapoor. 

2. ('aptaiii Evans in his letter No. 2f, dated 21st January l8o2, re- 
ported that before leaving the district he had directed me to proceed 
with the settlement of these pergunnahs which he had already begun. 

J. It is not my intention to enter into any details of the measures 
adopted in concluding these arrangements with the landholders. As the 
settlement has been with one important exception (that of retaining the 
waste land as Government property) carried out strictly on the model ol 
the settlement of pergunnah Kusrawiul * already approved of by Govern- 
ment. 


See Political .Agent’s letters, No. 167, dated 31t.t May 18.51 ; No. 178, dated Otli .June 1851 
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deterred the British authorities in Nimar from making a much desired 
road from Mundlaisir via Kanapoor and Burreah to Dhungaum, on the 
Boorhanpoor line. We should have to construct the road from our Road 
Fund, and His Highness Holkar would take the toll. These pergunnahs 
contain in themselves no large market ; their produce i% principally sold 
at Sunaud, a large market in His Highness Holkar’s country. The 
weekly fair at Kusba Burreah is however steadily improving. There are 
no made roads in cither of these pergunnahs, except the piece of the 
main line that passes for about a mile through Dhungaum. 

9. The Lachara tank, the best work of irrigation in Nimar, is situ- 
ated about two miles from Burreah : it was put in order under the super- 
intendence of Captain French in A. D. 1846, at a cost of 5000 rupees, 
and has proved of inestimable value to the country for miles round. In 
the driest season, it contains a large body of water, and besides irriga- 
ting the lands of Kusba Burreah, it keeps the nullah full for several miles. 
His Highness Holkar possesses the land on the left bank of the stream, 
or our profit from this work would have been far greater. You will per- 
ceive that in the new settlement proposed for Kusba Burreah, 1 have in- 
cluded 100 rupees to be expended annually in the repairs of the 
water courses from this tank. I do not in the least expect that that 
.urn will entirely suffice; but any expenditure in excess must be borne 
by the villagers, and some calverts that are required to pass the village 
roads over the water course must be constructed from the Road Fund. 


10. These pergunnahs contain ; — 


Burreah. 


Acres, . . 

29,599 

Villages, 

26 

Houses, 

‘962 

Men, . . 

1,406 

Women, 

1,536 

Children, 

1,759 


Kanapoor. 

,‘52,049 

25 

650 

978 

1,094 

686 


11 In preparing the numerous papers required by Government to 
be got up for a settlement of this nature, 1 have received the most cor- 
dial aid from the Deputy Collector, Baboo Soob Rao. 



PERQUMNARS BURREAH AND KANAPOOR. 


168 


12. In conclusion, I trust that this settlement, to which I have devot- 
ed all possible time and attention, will be approved of by Government, 
and that permission will be granted to extend a similar arrangement to 
Scindiah’s petgunnahs in Nimar. 

• 

I have the honor to be, 8cc. 

R. H, KEATINGE, 

Political Assistant in Nimar. 


Nhnar Political Agency, 
the \2th June 1852. 


PERGUNNAH BURREAH. 


This pergunnah consists of 26 villages of which 16 have been 
settled with the cultivators, 9 with Ijardars, the cultiva- 
having refused the responsibility, and 1 is Enam to 
the Muiidlooee. 


2. Of the 16 villages settled with the cultivators, 7 villages have 
• elected their Kamdar Patels to be Malgoozars, and 9 
Villages settled with havc clioseu Other parties, either relations of the Patel, 

oultivaiors. * • i i 

or some respectable cultivator ; m the latter cases the 
old hereditary Patels retain their old huqs,but lose their newly acquired 
Mehntana of 5 per cent. 


8. In the 9 villages where the cultivators have refused the bene- 

Viiiagc, -etticdwith Ats of thc Settlement, they are to continue to pay as 
Ijardars. of late years, and the Ijardar receives the remission. 

The Mundlooee Futteh Sing has taken the Ijara of 5 villages, but the 
Government demand on all 5 will only amount to Rs. 169 in Sumbut 
1909. These are all small hill villages in which the people stated that 
they could not get on without a leader, and such is the poverty and 
recklessness of the inhabitants, that the Mundlooee was the only person 
willing to undertake the management. Two villages under similar circum- 
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stances have been taken by the Canoongoe, and two by the village Patels. 
The Ijara villages are Nos. 16, J8, 10, 20, 21, 22, 28, 24, and 25. 

4. Thirteen villages in the hills, Nos. 13 to 26, have been settled on 
the tenure called A out-Bundee or plough rates, by which 
Plough ratM. formerly held their lands, and which is a singu- 

larly popular arrangement in the hills. A plough is assessed at 8 rupees, 
and the maximum quantity of ground to be cultivated under one plough 
is 32 beegahs, making an average of four annas a beegah. 


5. The lands of this pergunnah have all been measured, but the na- 
Arou ofthepcrgun- turc of much of the ground is so difficult that the result 
must be considered rather as an approximation than 
an exact measurement which could be depended on at the end of 20 
years. * 


6. The pergunnah contains 47,358 beegas 17 bi8was=29,599 acres. 
From which rtmst be deducted — 


Sites of villages, 250 

Tanks, 327 

577 

Also Maafee land,T o Sir Mundul, 4^ 

Mundlooee, 48 

Canoongoe 167 

Patels, 572 

Putwarees, , 404 

Pursai, 1 

Chokeedars, 453 

Bulairs, 2 

A charitable grant to Mulla, 43 

1,735 

Leaving a balance of land under cultivation, . . 9,144 

Culturable jungle, 3,908 

Unculturable land consisting of hills, nullahs, 
and ravines, 14,235 


The two Ihtter items remaining Government property. 
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7. The pergunnah contains, tanks, 4; pucca wells, 10; cutcha do. 
Irrigation. 27, in working order ; and the amount irrigated is 269 acres. 


8. The following are the pergunnah establishments as they at. pre- 
sent exist, and as I propose they should be continued ; this 

G«ttbli.hmenl. . ... , , 

estimate is independent of the men of the police corps. Horse 
and Foot, whom the Political Assistant may station in the pergunnah, 
their number being regulated according to the state of the country and 
the requirements of other parts of the agency : there are at present in the 
pergunnah 2 horsemen and 13 peadas of the police corps. 



Proposed establi.shment. 


Designation. 

Kamaisdar, 
Karcoon, . • 
Karcoon, .. 
DufTadar, .. 
Peadas, 

Kutcherry servants, 
Dufliir Khurrucli, 

Total, 



Per annum, .. ,• 1,644 


9. The final settlement for which Government sanction is required 
Government demand qj, account of lands at prcscnt Under cultivation is — 

of new iettlement. 


For Sumbut 1909, Rs. 5,089 

Increasing by Sumbut 1928, 5,542 

And establishment per annum, 1,644 


R. H. KEATINGE, 

Political Assistant Ninutr. 

Mundlaisir, 
the nth June 1852. 
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PERGUNNAH KANAPOOR. 


10. This pergunnah consists of 25 villages and 1 village of the Myr- 
dana pergunnah (viz. Nozawa,) which being in jageer to the Pooreen- 
viiuge. with whom is attached to it, but is not affected by the settle- 

bcttitd. ment. Fifteen villages have been settled with the cultiva- 

tors, and six having refused the responsibility are settled with Ijardars, 
and one is Enam to the Mundlooee. 


11. Of the 15 villages settled with the cultivators, six have elected 
their Kamdar Patels to be Malgoozars, and 9 have chosen othei; parties. 
Villages settled with cithcr rclations of the Patel or respectable cultivators, 
cultivators. latter case the old hereditary Patels retain their 

old huqs but lose their newly granted 5 per cent. 


Villages settled with 
Ijardars. 


12. In the six Ijarah villages the arrangements are 
the same as in pergunnah Burreah. 


13. Nos. 18 to 21 are plough rates, villages settled as in similar cases 
in pergunnah Burreah. 

14. Nos. 22, 23 and 24 are uninhabited : a cquple of fields were culti- 
vated in Joulwanah, from another village, but were thrown up this 
year. 


15. The lands of this village have been measured under the same 
circumstances as pergunnah Burreah. , 


. The pergunnah contains 51,278 beegas 2 biswas= 32,049 acres. 
From which must be deducted — 

Sites of village.s, Acres 214 

Tanks, „ 124 


Mnqfee land. 

To Mundlooee, 

Canoongoe, 

Patels, 


9 > 

99 


99 


56 

19 

540 
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Charitable Grants. 


Putwarees, Acres 

Pursai, „ 

Chowkeedars, „ 

To Anund Rao Shastree, „ 

Sumboo Said, „ 


252 

6 

328 

14 


1 


1216 

Leaving a balance of 

Land under cultivation, „ 7,131 

Culturable jungle, „ 6,595 


Unculturable, consisting of hills, nullahs, ravines, „ 16,767 


16. The pergunnah contains, tanks, 9; weirs, 1; pucca wells, 10; 
ation. cutcha wells, 33 ; under irrigation, 169 acres. 


17. The following will show the present and proposed establishment, 
besides the Nimar police corps. 


Present establishment, 

• 

Proposed establishment. 

No. 

Designation. • 

Pay per 

No. 

Designation. 

Pay per 



mensem. 


• 

mensem. 

.1 

Karaaisdar, share of Burreah, 

■■ 

■ 

Karcoon, 

20 

1 

Karcoon, 


B 

Karcoon, 

12 

1 

Karcoon, . . 


B 

Duflfadar, 

8 • 

1 

Duifadar, 


B 

Peadas, 

27 

10 

Pcadas^ • • 


B 

Kutcherry servants, • • 

4 


Kutcherry servants, • • 

0 


Duflur khurruch, 



Duflur khurruch, 

7 





Total, 

119 


1 otal, • • • • 

70 


Per annum, • • 

1,428 


Per annum, . • 

912 
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18. No Kamaisdar is proposed, as under sanction of Government ; 

the Burreah Kamaisdar has superintended both pergun- 
.scveral years on a salary of rupees 60 a month, 
and the arrangement is made perfectly satisfactory. 

19. The final amount of Government demands for which sanction is 
requested is. 


Sumbut, 1909 Rs. 4811 

Do. 1928, 4947 

Establishment per annum, 912 


Subject to further increase as new lands come under cultivation. 


Mundlaisir, 
the \2th June 1852. 


R. H. KEATINGE, 

Political Assistant Nimar. 
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No. 2799 of 1852. 


From 


W. Muir, Esquire, 

Secretary to the GavL N. W. P. 


To 


R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

• Resident at Indore, 


the 10//i July 1852. 


Sir, 

I am desired to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 
the 16th ultimo, forwarding Lieutenant Keatinge’s settle- 

Rcvtime Dept. S i i -r?- ^ 

^ nieiit report of pergunnahs Burreah and Kanapoor m 

British Nimar. 


Pergunnuh 


liurreah, . 
Kanapoor, 


These two small pergunnahs are thinly peopled and poorly cul- 

tivated. They are situated in the 
midst of a country, where there is abun- 
dance of good unoccupied land, and 
where there are few cultivators. It is 
impossible that villages so situated 
should bear any but the lightest assess- 
ment. The jumma at which they 
have been settled has therefore been 
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wisely fixed at a low standard. 

S. The jumma is evidently very light, whether compared with the 

actual rates upon the 
land, or the collec- 
tions of past years. 
There is no reason 
however to consider 
it lighter than it ought 
to be. If at this as- 
sessment the land 
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becomes a valuable 
and transferable pro- 
perty in the hands of 
the proprietors, the 
object of the Govern- 
ment will have been 
attained. The settle- 
ment of the two per- 
gynnahs is confirmed, 
from 1909 to 1928 
S. at the juminas 
noted in the margin. 


4. The revised 
establishments, as 
noted in tlie margin, 
are also sanctioned. 


‘ 5. The maps 
furnished with the 
proceedings are of thcfdcscription intended, and appear to be sufficiently 
accurate to answer every practical purpose. 

(). The remarks contained in Lieutenant Keatinge’s 4th, 5thaiid0th 
paras., and the arrangements he has made regarding the culturable waste 
land, give rise to the apprehension that however carefully and zealously 
thill oflicer has performed the duty assigned to him, he has yet failed to 
perceive the real nature of the operation on which he has been engaged, 
or to enter into its spirit. 

7. The settlement now made, differs widely from the system com- 
menced by Captain French in 1840, and ought to constitute a new era 
in the fiscal adminisl. ation of the pergunnalis. 

8. Under Captain French’s system, each man was at most only the 
proprietor of the land he occupied at a fi.xcd rate, or amount of assess- 
ment. Under the present system those who arc recognized as proprie- 
tors have, as an heritable and transferable property, all that they can 
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make out of the land included within the boundaries of the village. Be- 
fore, no man could extend his cultivation without the sanction of the 
Government, and the agreement to pay an additional demand : now every 
man who is proprietor may extend his cultivation as he likes, without 
any question or increased demand, till the whole of the culturable area 
within his village is rendered productive. lie may moreover make what 
he can of the natural products of the whole area. 

9. Tl\is state of things is quite inconsistent with the reservation for 
Government of all flie unassessed waste in each village. No such reserva- 
tion should be made. The Malgoozars or proprietors whoever they may 
be, whether the whole community or one individual in each village, should 
be assured that for the sum agreed upon the whole area is theirs to do 
what they like with, till the end of Sumbut 1928, so long as they pay the 
stipulated jumnia. It is difficult to understand how the reservation by 
Government of the waste land can be supposed in any degree to diminish 
the joint responsibility.” If there arc two or more joint proprietors, 
that responsibility remains precisely the same, whether there is no cultur- 
ablc and waste laud in the village, or whether there is much. In the for- 
mer case the proprietors cannot lighten their assessment, and therefore 
lessen the weight of the joint responsibility by extending their cultiva- 
tion ; in the latter case, they can. In the former case they are shut out 
from a great benefit ; in the latter they receive a large boon. 

10. The Lieutenant Governor would wish this to be explained to the 
])eople, and the clause in the administration paper (Ikrarnamah) to a 
contrary tenor to be altered, so as to assure them, that no enhancement 
of their juinma will take place during the term of settlement, however 
much they may extend their cultivation within the bounds of the village. 
At the same time every inducement should be held out to the proprietors 
to extend the cultivation as much as they can within the limits of their 
village, and thus increase their income, and lessen the weight of the 
Government demand. 

11. There can be no doubt that as the population of the country 
increases, the land will become more and more valuable ; and that what 
is now considered “ an anchor round their necks, ” will be regarded as 
the reasonable acknowledgment for a valuable property, and will be rea- 

z 2 
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(lily paid, lest failure in the payment should involve forfeiture of the pro- 
perty. 

12. If the settlement fail, it will probably be from one of three causes ; 
the disagreements of the co-parcenors, the unthriftiness of the proprietors, 
or the severity of the seasons. 

13. Where there are many co-parcenors, united together by joint 
responsibility, there are many causes of disagreement. Where all are 
equally enterprising and diligent, their interests will clash, and each will 
strive himself to occupy, or to prevent others from oecupying, desirable 
waste land. Where sotne are diligent, and others idle or extravagant, the 
former will be prone to oppress and irritate the latter, or to complain that 
the default of the tatter throws upon them a heavier burthen than they 
can bear. These causes of dispute require the constant watchfulness of 
the Collector, whose oliject it should be, to lead them to settle such points 
amongst themselves. In well ordered communities they do so spont- 
aneously ; but in new communities, unaccustomed to the obligation 
entailed upon them by their constitution, it may require the superior 
intelligence and forethought of the Collector to instruct and guide 
them. 

14. It may be, that the proprietors are careless or extravagant, and 
suffer the mehal to deteriorate till it is thrown on the hands of the Govern- 
ment in a ruined and worthless condition. In all states of society there 
arc likely to be improvident men who let their property run to waste. 
In an advanced state of society, they injure no one but themselves. The 
property is valuable, many are ready to take it off their hands and to re- 
store it to prosperity. But in a low stage of cultivation, like that in 
Nimar, land which has once fallen waste, is reclaimed with difficulty, and 
it is hard to restore the waste and deserted village. The collector may 
do much to prevent ruin of this sort by remonstrance, and timely sugges- 
tion, and by also promptly dispossessing the mismanaging proprietor on 
the first opportunity occasioned by his default. But it may be hoped, 
that the inducements to improvement, and the large prize afforded to 
successful industry, may be the surest means of averting such misfortunes. 
There are but few, who with the means of competency within their reach, 
will heedlessly and recklessly effect their own ruin. 
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15. Calamities of season are unavoidable. Drought, or floods, or 
pestilence, or blight, may desolate any part of the country, and of course 
render it impossible that the whole or perhaps any revenue should be 
paid. Such disasters must be met as the exigency demands. They call 
forth all the prudence and vigilance and activity of a Collector. They 
must be met according" to their degree by temporary suspension or entire 
remission of the demand, or by reduction of the settlement. 

16. Lieutenant Keatinge asks for permission to proceed to the settle- 
ment of some of Sciiidia’s pergunnahs. His remarks on the present occa- 
sion show that neither he nor the people fully understand the nature of 
the operations proposed. It would be far better that he applied himself 
for a time carefully to watch, and judiciously to superintend, what passes 
in the settled pergunnahs of Kusrawud, Burreah and Kanapoor now un- 
der his charge. When he finds that these are prospering, and that the peo- 
ple understand and appreciate the advantages conferred upon them, it will 
then be time to push forward operations into other parts of the country, 
with confidence. It would be better that he pause for a little till he is 
more satisfied himself of the effects of tlie system, than he seems yet to be. 

17. In para. 8, Lieutenant Keatinge remarks on the intermi.xture of 
these two pergunnahs with Ilolkar’s territory, and well illustrates his 
position by a separate map. So far as the revenue management of the 
country goes, this need not be attended with disadvantage. The reten- 
tion of cultivators on the land depends on their liberal and judicious treat- 
ment. In this our officers ought not to be inferior to the managers of 
Holkar’s lands ; and if they arc, they deserve to Igse their cultivators. 
Till the country is much more highly peopled than it now is, the com- 
petition for agricultural labor will be great ; and the cultivators will he 
able to command their own terms. The way to attach them to the soil, 
is to give them a valuable property, which they will not lightly renounce. 
It is for this very reason desirable to assess their land lightly, and to 
afford them the prospect of largely increased gains, consequent on their 
exertions, without any increased demand. 

18. The effects on the police and on commerce are more serious, and 
deserve your consideration. Your influence with the durbar will en- 
able you satisfactorily to adjust difficulties of this kind. Thd regulation 
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of the customs duties is of the greatest importance. It is evident that 
we cannot be at the cost of constructing a road merely to swell the cus- 
toms revenue of Holkar. Either the durbar should be moved to renounce 
(he duties altogether, as we have done, in consideration of the great 
advantages that will be derived from the increased traffic, or else the 
duties along the whole line of road should be consolidated, levied at one 
place, and appropriated in whole or in part to the repairs of the road, as 
has already been well arranged by you on the Bombay road to Manpoor. 
It is probable that an enlightened ruler like the present head of the Hol- 
i;ar family, could easily be made to understand, and readily to adopt one 
of these courses, but if it should be otherwise, the relative position of the 
two Governments, and the evident benefit to the whole community ot 
some such arrangement, would warrant you in strongly urging upon 
liim its adoption. It is believed that the British Government have 
already spent much labor, and some money on the improvement of the 
road through Dhumgaon, on the Burwai and Boorhanpoor line, if not 
on the IMundlaisir line. By both lines Holkar’s villages will profit, and 
no further expenditure should be made on cither till some satisfactory 
arrangement on this subject has been concluded Avith the Durbar. The 
liicuteuant Governor begs that you will favor him with your sentiments 
on this subject and separate its consideration from that of the other 
to))ics discussed in this letter. , 

19. Lieutenant Keatingc engaged sometime ago to furnish the Go- 
‘vernment with a map of the district of Nimar. It would be gratifying 

to receive some such document. The survey he has made of Kusrawud, 
Burreah, and Kanapoor would form a good nucleus round which the rest 
of the district could be placed Avith considerable accuracy. 

20. The Lieutenant Governor desires me further to add, that in 
his strictures upon Lieutenant Keatinge’s proceedings, he is far 
from intending to convey any censure on that officer. All that has been 
done, appears to have been Avell done, and to entitle those who did it to 
very high commendation. It is not to be expected that a person in the 
position of the Superintendent of Nimar would be able at once to enter 
into the full spirit of a system so ncAV to him, as that which it is sought 
noAV to introduce into the country. The observations contained in this 
letter are intended to invite reflection on the subject, and to draw forth 
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discussion. If Lieutenant Keatinge thinks the people are still reluctant 
to receive from the Government the gift of the culturablc land, which he 
is authorized to bestow upon them, or if he thinks that he perceives 
weighty objections to the measure, he is at liberty to postpone compli- 
ance with the instructions, and to state his views for the further ^ onsi- 
deration of the Government. It is in vain to look for success to the 
scheme unless the local authorities can be induced to enter into its spirit, 
and fully explain it to the people. An ignorant and timid people will 
of course be suspicious of any change in a system wliich so nearly 
affects them as the management of the land revenue; nor will they 
gain confidence till they perceive that their European superiors have 
their interests really at heart, and fully understand what they are doing. 

21. The original enclosures of your letter are returned, copies of 
such as are required being kept for record. 

I have, &c. 

W. MIjIU, 

Agra, the lO/Z? Jul)i 1S52. Secretary to Gorf N. W P. 


From 


To 


Xo. i)26 of 1852. 

11. N. C. Hamilton, Esqi irI:. 

Resident at Tndorr. 

Lieut. R. H. Keatinge, 

Palitical Assistant ni IS near. 


Sir, 

I have the honor to forward for your information, attention mid 
guidance, the accompanying copy of a letter ^ Trom the 
io*h July ^ 18^2 Secretary to Government North Western Provim es, ron* 
vcying the Hon’blc the Lieutenant Governor s remarks 
on the settlement report of pergunnahs Burreah and Kanapoorin Hritish 
Nimar submitted by you. 

2. It is very desirable that you should take measures to give elfect 
to the correct views of the Lieutenant Governor in respect to the cultur- 
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able but waste lands. Our object is to lead the people to improve their 
villages and themselves, it is obvious that we can gain nothing compara- 
tively by holding such waste lands, for we cannot occupy them by tenants 
of our own ; indeed were this practicable, we should soon find ourselves 
in antagonism and rivalry with those whom we professed a desire to bene- 
fit. If we make a settlement of a village it should be without any reser- 
vation of a nature possible to endanger or cramp parties coming under 
engagements. These were my views as known to Captain Evans ; they 
appeared possible to involve the surrender of too much, but it is clear 
that any present sacrifice by the Government will add to the security and 
value of the property engaged for, and that we shall ultimately reap the 
benefit in common with the people. 

6. Large grass lands retained for pasture, may bear a light assess- 
ment at settlement ; but if the increasing demands for produce lead to 
breaking up of such pastures and their cultivation, the village proprietor 
should reap the advantage and profit by his enterprise. 

4. 1 do not consider it expedient to extend the settlement to Scin- 
dia’s district ; and I am glad to find Ilis Honor, without any remark from 
me, concurred in my views. It will be time enough to extend the system 
to Scindia s, wlien it has been worked, and is become familiar to the peo- 
ple in the British districts. 

5. 1 believe you have been enabled to make a satisfactory arrange- 
ment in respect to the Holkar’s syer collections alluded to in para. 8 of 
your report. I shall be glad to receive information on’ this point, that 
tlie matter may be definitively settled. 

(). Your attention is directed to the wishes of the Lieutenant Gover- 
nor regarding a map of the district as expressed in para. 19, and to the 
remarks in the succeeding paragraphs of the Secretary’s letter hereto 
annexed. 

7. The papers as requested by you are herewith returned. 

I have, &c. 

Indore Residency^ R, N. C. HAMILTON, 

the 21^^ July 1852* Resident. 
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From 


To 


No. 220 of 1852. 

Lieut. R. H. Keatinge, 

Political Assistant in Nimar. 

R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 


Mundlaisir, 20th July 1852. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to acknowledge your letter No. 926, dated 21st 
July 1852, giving cover to a letter from Government No. 2799, conveying 
the Hon’ble the Lieutenant Governor’s sanction to the settlement of 
pergunnahs Burreah and Kanapoor ; and his remarks on the papers sub- 
mitted. 

2. His Honor disapproves of the opinion expressed in paras. 4, 5 
and (5 of my letter, to the effect that the present settlement was intend- 
ed as a continuation of the settlement made by Captain French in 1846; 
and on again reading my letter I find that those paragraphs do not con- 
vey the meaning I had intended. 

I perceive that they read, as if the whole spirit of the settlement 
had been based on the operations of 1846 ; whereas I had intended them 
merely to refer to the assessment of the land, not to the proprietary 
right, or internal economy of village management. 

4. The assessment of fields made in 1846 and subseefuent years, has 
been made the basis for the Government demand of the settlement now 
under discussion ; but beyond that point, the instructions of Govern- 
ment, conveyed in the voluminous correspondence on revenue matters 
this oflSce contains, have been the only rules consulted. 

5. Para. 20 of the Secretary’s letter invites discussion on the sub- 
ject of the culturable waste land, and grants me permission to postpone 
its gift to the people, which I was enjoined to bestow in para. 10. 

AA 
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6. In a former letter His Honor stated, that the people of Nimar 
must be considered in a state of pupilage ; and such is particularly the 
rase in Kaiiapoor and Burreah. The task of governing their own lands, 

'collecting their own revenue, and granting ad- 
vances for seed, food and bullocks to the poorer 
members of the community, arc new duties 
which they have this year entered on for the 
first time : what an addition to their task then 
it will be to have the management of culturablc 
jungle to the extent shown in margin added to 
their other responsibilities. 


Biiricuh, . 
Kanapf)or, 
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7. In Burreah for instance five villages, viz., Baugda Khoord, Bui- 
khar, Ambu, Nalwiit and Peeplai, having altogether refused the respon- 
sibilities of management, were settled as reported with the Mundlooee; 
these villages contain in the aggregate a cultivated area of 1,680 acres. 


8. Culturablc jungle 1,716 acres as reported, but probably much 
more. To arrange for the cultivation and improvement of this tract of 
land, is I can confidently state, far beyond the powers of the Mundlooee, 
wjth whose circumstances I am intimately acquainted. He is anxious 
as a zemindar to gain all possible influence in his pergunnah, and would 
I am sure at once accept the gift; but I fear that the result would be 
either his ruin, or that the land, which under Government management 
will slowly but surely come under cultivation, would remain untilled, 
and the gift once made, could not be recalled. The same remarks apply 
to two villages taken by the Canoongoe, three by Kama Patel and 
Thakoor Lall Putwaree, and two by Kunia Putwarce. 

f). Government seems to be of opinion that the present inhabitants 
of the village will be able to extend their cultivation, so as greatly to 
increase the area under the plough. Experience however shows that the 
increase in cultivated area principally occurs ffom new settlers in the 
district. The khamaisdars and zemindars have always been glad to be 
able to make a favorable report of the area under cultivation, and conse- 
(piently have never stinted individuals in the amount of land they wished 
to possess ; the result has been, that in the villages near the hills, which 
would be the most affected by the grant of the culturablc waste, each 
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individual a considerable amount of land of that nature within his 
holding, and I believe that the present inhabitants will find ample 
occupation for several years in bringing their own lots into good order, 
and in taking up the land of tho§e who die and desert. 

■ 10. I will now discuss the question as regards the competition that 
is likely to occur between proprietors of villages having a large 
amount of waste land at their disposal, and their neighbours who have 
smaller and more highly cultivated lands in their immediate vicinity. Is 
it not certain that the former will, to the best of their power, induce, if 
not the. proprietors themselves, at least their agricultural servants, to 
leave their servitude and accept land on Maafce or “Pugrus” tenure in 
tlie neighbouring village? 

11. For years past it has been customary, that whenever an Assamee 
threw up his fields in our portion of Nimar, without arranging for their 
oceai)ation, he was refused land in any other part of the district : and 
whenever emigrants from Holkar’s districts in our immediate neighbour- 
liood requested land, but were proved to have absconded from that 
territory under disgraceful breach of contract, the same course was pur- 
sued; these measures have had a most happy effect in checking the wan- 
dering ])ropensities of the people ; and I look I confess with distrust on 
the result of putting these needy M.algoozars in competition with one 
another, and with the neighbouring stages, as it is sc.arcely to be expect- 
ed, that they will be scrupulous in their manner of obtaining lal)ourfor 
their tvaste land ; and as 1 have before stated, those proprietors who are 
now settled have sufficient work before them on their own holdings, and 
in taking up lands thrown out of cultivation. 

12. It is of course intended tliat each Assamee who takes land in a 
village, should join the community on the same footing as his neighbours. 
His ground having been assessed, and given over to him, he pays Ids 
jumma to the Sudder Malgoozar, and takes his share in the responsibility 
of village management with the rest of the community. Even since my 
report was made, a considerable number of people have settled in Kusba 
Burreah ;,they are now proprietors of their own lands, on the same terms 
as those with whom the original settlement was made, and the Sudder 
Malgoozar receives from them 7 -^ rupees per cent, on the assessment of 
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the properties which have been granted to them ; this arrangement of 
course in no way hinders original proprietors from obtaining additional 
grounds in their owa village, and the fact that they will have to pay for 
them from the beginning at a proper assessment, will, I beKeve, be the 
best preventive of one evil the Lieutenant Governor mentions as likely 
to occur, viz. a struggle for the first possession ofwaste land. , . 

13. In conclusion I would beg to recommend, that the culturable 
jungle be retained as Government property. Firstly, because the people 
have already undertaken as much as they are capable of performing, and 
secondly, because the struggle for agricultural labour, which will occur un- 
checked, as it is sure to be by the moderation of a Government competi- 
tion, will iinsettle the people, and give rise to much litigation between 
themselves, and with their immediate neighbours in Holkar’s territory. 


14. Having thus expressed my opinion on this question without the 
least reserve, 1 have but to add in conclusion, that should Government 
not approve of the view I have taken of the matter, they may count on 
my most earnest exertions for the success of the scheme on the plan pro- 
posed in the letter under acknowle<lgement. 

I have, tic. 

R. H. KEATINGE, 

Political Assistant in Nimar. 


Mundlaistr, 
the 2dth July 1852. 


From 


To 


No. 4109 of 1852. 

W. Muir, Esquire, 

Secretary to Govt, of the N. IF. P. 

11. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 


.iffrity the 11 /A October 1852. 

Sir, 

I am desired to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
Revenue Department. August 9th, forwardiiig Lieutenant Keatinge’s further 
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observations on the settlement of pergunnahs Burreeah and Kanapoor, 
contained in his letter of July 29. 

2. Lieutenant Keatinge still apprehends injurious results from the gift 
to the people of the culturable jungle, within the boundaries of their several 
villages^ ,and takes advantage of th^ opening afforded to him in the orders 
of July 10th last, to express his sentiments at some length on the subject. 

3. Lieutenant Keatinge apprehends that the proprietors will be 
overburthened by the additional labor imposed upon them by “the man- 

- agement of culturable jungle to the extent shown in 

.ij t the margin, added to their other responsibilities.” 

I s I g No such apprehension need however be entertained. 
| » ie The management entails no additional responsibilU 
5 o '~ ty upon them. The advantage is theirs if by good 

i),i44 management they can cultivate : but if their man- 

— ^ — agement is not so good as to effect this, they are in 

1 0 , ■■>03 16,2 75 regarding it, as they would be if it 

had not been made over to them. The gift once made certainly cannot 
be recalled during the currency of the settlement, if the zemindar pays 
his revenue. It is possiiile that the collector might be able to bring 
tracts under cultivation, which the proprietors cannot do, but this is a 
contingent advantage which the Government renounces, in order to 
stiruulate the proprietors to exertion. 

4. The effect of the proposed measure will certainly be to create 
competition for cultivators. The Assamees will always be disposed to 
move from a cultivated to an uncultivated tract, whenever the lower 
rent of the latter over-balances the increased labor and expenditure of 
capital necessary for its reclamation. There is good reason to believe 
that the advantage to an industrious cultivator of maintaining his hold 
on the field he has long cultivated is much greater than is at first suppos- 
ed. He will most probably stay as long as he is well treated, and the 
good treatment of the cultivators is the main object of all revenue man- 
agement. Such is found to be the case in many of the settled provinces, 
such as Goruckpoor, Rohilcund, Saharunpoor, Hurrianah, where abund- 
ance of good waste land is to be had for almost nothing. There is no 
apparent reason, why it should not be the case in Nimar, 


Btirreoh, .... 
Knnnpunr, . . 

Total, . . 



182 


SETTLEMENT EEPOET. 


6. It is quite a mistake to suppose that every “Assamee who takes 
land in a village, should join the community on the same footing as 
his neighbour,” and if the Superintendent has enforced such a state of 
things in Kusba Burreah, he has acted contrary to the whole spirit of the 
settlement. The person or persons, who engaged for the villages, have 
been constituted proprietors, and if a^ter settlement any new cultivators 
wish to obtain land, it rests entirely with the proprietors to determine 
the conditions on which they shall have land assigned them. If the pro- 
])rietor is willing to place the new comers in as favorable a position as 
himself, in order to secure their more vigorous exertions, and greater 
contentment with their position, he is at liberty to do so ; but if he 
finds that he can secure their good services, and yet keep them in any 
degree dependant on himself, he will probably find it advantageous to 
do so. In general persons introduced into a village by the proprietor, 
do not become themselves proprietors but arc cultivators at fixed rates 
or at will. 

(J. The apparent practice of the Superintendent regarding emigrants 
from foreign districts, is not conformable to the general principles on 
which the British Government acts. Cultivators should not be tempted 
to emigrate by any specially favorable offers ; but when they do migrate, 
tlicy should never, because of their migrations, be denied land in the 
same terms on which others can receive it, nor should they be prevented 
from accepting offers of land made to tbem by proprietors ; this is a prin- 
ciple to be observed and enforced in all communications on such subjects 
with foreign states. 

"i. You will ob.scrvc from the above remarks, that the Lieutenant 
Governor is not disposed to suspend, nor to draw back from the orders 
he has already passed regarding the full recognition of the proprietary 
right of those with whom the settlement has been made, within the whole 
area of the village. It may be, or it may not be, that the Superinten- 
dent’s own management of the village waste lands would be more success- 
ful than that of the proprietors, in bringing tbe lands into cultivation. 
That is not the ciucstion. The Superintendent has ample field for his 
own exertions in other parts of the district. In the settled pergunnahs 
every effort must be made practically to show thd proprietors, that the 
Government has invested them with an absolute and a valuable right, in 
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order to induce them more vigorously to labor, and more confidently to 
invest capital on the land made over to them upon easy terms. Several 
passages in Lieutenant Keatinge’s letter show, that, with every desire 
fairly and folly to give effect to the order of the Government, he is still 
unable fully to comprehend the nature of the measure or to coneur in 
its design. It is hoped that these remarks may assist him in his effort, 
and that he will not hesitate any longer cordially to execute the instruc- 
tions which have been furnished to him. 


Agra, 

the Wih October 1852. 


I have, &c. 

W. MUIR, 

Secretary to Govt, N. W. P. 



184 


No. 3. 


SETTLEMENT KEPORT OP PERGUNNAH KUUNDWAII. 


No. 81 of 1854. 


From 

Lieut. R. H. Keatinge, 

Political Assistant in Nimar. 

To 

Sir R. Hamilton, Bart, 

Agent Governor General in Central India, Indore. 

Mtindlaistr, 2^th April 1854. 

Sir, 

In a letter from Government, No. 1634, dated 5th May 1853 
conveyed with yours No. 481, dated 9th May, permission was granted to 
me to proceed with the settlement uniformly and uninterruptedly. I ent 
camped at Chegaon on the 4th November and at once entered on the 
settlement of pergunnah Khiindvvah, and have now the honor totransmi- 
for sanction the first part of my proceedings. 

2. Pergunnah Khundwah is the largest and best district of the Nimar 
agency; It was ceded by Scindiah in consequence of the misrule of the 
native Local Government, and was taken charge of by Colonel Delamain 
on the 28th December 182:5, and from the letters written at that time, it 
is very evident that the British officers in Khundwah as elsewhere in 
Nimar calculated on an increased revenue to an extent which never took 
place, and this miscalculation on their part caused the whole of this district 
to be over-assessed. Until the year 1845 no provisiomof any sort was made 
for executing or keeping in repair any works of irrigation or intercom- 
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munication, and the country was further shut up till nine years ago by 
an extremely jifeavy transit duty. The consequence of these unfortunate 
circumstances, is, that I have no immediate increase of land revenue to 
propose. 

3. Khundwah is the residence of a Deputy Collector who is in charge 
of the pergunnahs of Khundwah, Asseer, Peeplode, and Bhanghur. 
The treasure of these pergunnahs is kept at Khundwah under a 
guard of the Gwalior Contingent, and an Hospital and Dispensary has 
lately been established, it is in fact the sudder station of the southern 
portion of Nimar. 

4. The pergunnah is divided into five zillahs consisting in all of 
two hundred and forty-five villages. 


Khundwah, 

42 

villages. 

Pundaniah, 

45 

do. 

Roostumpoor, 

43 

do. 

Mokalgaon, 

58 

do. 

Jawer, 

57 

do. 


The Kamanisdar resides at Khundwah, and has a Mahalkurry at 
each zillah : these officers correspond to Tehseeldar and Naib Tehseeldar. 

5. Until the year 1846 the whole district was leased out to farmers ; 
at that period a number of leases fell in, and an invitation was given to 
all who wished to relinquish their farms. The result was, that most of the 
villages fell under Kham management and have continued so ever since. 

« 

6. In ■ zillah Pundaniah however a great many villages were conti- 
nued in farm, the engagements ending this year ; and, as from this circum- 
stance, less of the details of this zillah were known to the Government 
officers than any other portion of the Agency, I took advantage of the 
commencement of the season to begin operations in it, and have now 
the honor to submit the result for sanction. 

7. Should the settlement be approved, I will send in the papers of 
the other four villages in succession, thosp of Roostumpoor and Khund- 
wah are in a forward state. 

BB 
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8. My proceedings have been guided by the ample instructions 
conveyed to this office with reference to the settlements of pergunnah 
Khusrawud, Kanapoorand Burreea. My last settlement was approved of 
by Government with the exception of the arrangements for waste lands. 
In the settlement I now submit, the orders of Government, as conveyed 
in Mr. Secretary Mnir’s letter No. 2799, dated 10th July 1852, and No. 
4'109, dated 1 1th October to your address, have been fully carried out, and 
the waste lands handed over without reserve to the village communities 
for the period of the settlement. 

9. The question ol the Government establishments in pergunnah 
Khundwah, I reserve for the end of the settlement. They now are eco- 
nomical, and will not admit of much retrenchment. 

10. I have so far conducted my operations through the permanent 
establishments of the Agency, by putting on carcoons of the lowest grade, 
receiving Rs. 10 a month, to conduct the measuring operations and com- 
pile papers. But the direction of their labours has lain with the Deputy 
Collector and pergunnah establishment. I have the honor to request 
sanction for their pay from the 4th November to the present time; and 
until the settlement operations are concluded, eleven carcoons at 10 Rs. 
each, Rs. 110 per mensem, from the 4th of November 1853. 

1 1. Should the general plan of my operations and the amount of the 
assessment, be considered satisfactory by Government, I hope to trans- 
mit all the papers for pergunnah Khundwah early next season. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

R. H. KEATINGE, 

Political Assistant in Nimar. 

Political Agency, Mmdlaisir, 
the 2Gth April 1854. 
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ZILLAH PUNDANIAH 

is divided as follows : — 


Tuppah Kharwah, 

.. .. 11 

villages. 

do. Ghattee, 

.. .. 19 

do. 

do. Dewal, 

.. .. 3 

do. 

Separate villages, . . 

.. .. 9 

do. 

Tanka or quit rent. 

.. .. 2 

do. 

Enam, 

.. .. 1 

do. 


Total, . . . . 45 


2. Tuppah Kharwah was formerly a talookdaree estate under its 
Thakoor, but feuds amongst the members of the family and misgovern- 
meiit, have (piite broken it up. The present Thakoor is poor, of good 
character, and intelligent. He is proposed as manager of five villages, 
the others being in possession of his relatives. He claims, and no doubt 
with justice, proprietary right in all, but knows that the branch of the 
family who have from time to time got their villages separated, would 
never work under him, and ho is quite satisfied with the arrangement 
in contemplation. 

3. Tuppah (iliatteo has been managed and kept together by its 
Thakoors as long as the tradition of the people reaches, Jind the estate 
seems to have been recognized under titles from the Mahomedan kings, 
but the Sunnuds were destroyed, (some small fragments alone escaping) 
when the Sar descended from Asseerghur and burned Ghattee in A. D. 
1804: papers dated from A. D. 1744 to 1800 from Scindiah’s Govern- 
ment, have been filed with the proceedings. 

4. The district has been farmed out for very short intervals by the 
local Governments but the farmers seem never to have been able to 
contend with the Thakoor successfully, and since the time of our taking 
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possession, the family has held possession with but one year s interrup- 
tion. The present Thakoor, Hummur Singh, is one of the most active 
and intelligent zemindars in Nimar; he possesses the greatest influence 
over the people, a very large proportion of whom are Bheels, some of 
whom have reached a degree of civilization and industry unequalled by 
men of their tribe in any other part of the district. The Thakoor holds 
the village of Bare Khera in enam for life. It was granted by Govern- 
ment in A. D. 1811, for services rendered on the occasion of a large 
band of dacoits plundering the village of Devval. 

5. Tuppah Dewal consists of three villages which have been settled 
with the Thakoor Ilutteh Sing, who has managed them since before we 
took possession of the country. lie is not as intelligent a man as the 
other two Thakoors I have mentioned. 

G. The nine separate villages in this zillali have been settled with 
Patels and other parties, who from their long connection, where no 
stronger claim existed, seemed the persons with most claim to be con- 
stituted heads of the communities. 

7. Zillah Pimdaniah contains all sorts of soil. It extends on the 
south into the Satpoora hills north-west of Asseerghur, where it is 
scarcely capable of cultivation, and to the north it spreads into an undula- 
ting plain of which the upper parts are formed of decomposed rock 
or morum, and the low er of black cotton soil, though the latter is seldom 
very deep. 

8. One of the most difficult enquiries connected with the settlement, 
has been the determination of the amount of enam land, to be allowed 
under the old farming system. An agreement was made, that when 
new land came into cultivation, twenty per cent, of the revenue derived 
from it, was to go to the farmer, and the remainder to Government. 
But this was altogether avoided by the Thakoors’ allowing their innume- 
rable relations to cultivate for nothing, saying it is my enam or ziraut 
which I have given to him.” The old book of Zirauts, which was com- 
piled when we first took charge of the district in 1823, was taken as the 
standard, but it was necessary to make allowances in the case of the 
many villages which were deserted and covered with jungle at the time 



PERGUNNAH KHUNDWAH. 


189 


the ziraut book was compiled, and in which consequently the zirauts 
were not enquired into. The result of my investigation has been 


Zirauts in old book, Acres 3,371 

Do. unclaimed now 7,301 

Do. allowed in settlement, 4,859 


R. II. KEATINGE, 

Political Assistant in Nimar. 


Extract paras. 1, 2 and \i of a letter from Secretary to Government 
N. W. P. dated tlie ll//i July 1854, No. 3184. 

Para. 1. I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 7.53, dated the ‘22nd May, with enclosed report and statements sub- 
mitted by Lieutenant Keatinge regarding the settlement of zillah Pimda- 
niah, pergunnah Khundwah, in the district of Nimar, and by direction of 
the Ilon’ble the Lieutenant Governor to communicate thefollowing orders. 


2. Ilis Honor has been pleased to confirm the proceedings now 
. ,, ^ reported, of which the abstract is given in 

No. ot Villages 41 , Tot.'il 14,103 urea; ^ ^ ^ 

jummu Crom 1911 to 1930 sunihut, 0,580 tlic iiiargiii ; tlic jumiiia of Rs. 9,580 being 
Kvrlusive of one maafee chtute assesseJ settled for twenty years, from 1911 Sumbut. 

at 150 Us. 


4. The Lieutenant Governor observes that it is not quite clear upon 
, , , what footing the ziraut lands alluded to 

• I'hcir total is stateil at 4S50 acres which ^ " 

IS above the lakhiraj entry in the gcncial in tllC COllcluding paragraph of tllG ap- 
staternent, viz, 4.')l(i acres. t i i i i xn i 

peiidix have been placed. If these have 
been released as rent-free,* the general grounds on which they have 
been declared exempt from revenue should be stated, or if not, it should 
be explained in what the peculiarity of the tenure consists. 


Extract paras. \ to \Q <f a letter Jroni the Political Assistant in 
Nimar, dated the 20/// September 1854, No. 141. 

Para. 1. In continuation of my letter No. 81 of 1854, I have the 
honor to transmit the settlement papers of zillah Roostinnpoor, pergun- 
nah Khundwah. 
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2. You will perceive that this zillah consists of detached villages 
and is not divided as zillah Pundaniah (that last reported on) into se- 
parate tuppahs or estates. 

3. The general history of these villages contains no subject of in- 
terest to dwell upon. They were unexceptionably leased out to the 
highest bidder until A. D. 1845-46, when the greater part of them 
came under Khalsa management and have continued so ever since. 

4. You will perceive that generally the assessment has been fixed 
on the same scale as that adopted in the settlements already sanctioned 
by Government. 

5. In Mr. Secretary Muir’s letter to your address No. 3184, dated 
11th July 1854, para. 4, information is requested as to the nature of the 

ziraut” lands. 

6. The term ziraut in Nimar is applied only to enam or rent- 
free lands. Those that pay any small or fixed rent being called tanka. 
In the districts under British management as well as in all the native 
states, it is customary for some one of the pergunnah zemindars to have 
a ziraut or rent-free field in most of the villages of their Bheet, or divi- 
sion, and these zirauts have been handed down in hereditary succession 
with the zemindaree huqs from beyond the peiiod to which any re- 
cords in our possession extend. But zirauts as charitable allowance, or 
for the maintenance of temples, are exceptions to this rule, and arc only 
allowed when supported by Sumuids and when they can be iiontinued 
in conformity with the detailed rules for guidance furnished in your 
letter No. 210, dated 15th February 1853. 

7. In the matter of zirauts I have carefully abstained from giving 
any sort of sunnuds or promise for the future, but have merely entered 
the name of the field as a certain person’s ziraut in the village papers. 

• 

8. Tlie amount of ziraut laud in acres seems very large ; but it 
yields the holders incredibly small incomes : maliy, from the difficulty of 
procuring cultivators, letting out their lands at such rates as one anna a 
beegah. 
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9. In zillah Roostumpoor there were — 

Zirauts entered in the old book, Acres 1,796 


Do. new claimed, *. 2,957 

Do. of which were allowed, 2,208 


Out of which 735 are grants of land by order of Government to patels, 
putwarees and chowkedars for village service granted since the ziraut 
book was compiled. 

10. Zillah Roostumpoor contains forty-three villages of which 
thirty-three are inhabited and ten arc cultivated from other villages. 


Extract paras. \ to \ of a letter from the Secretary to the Government 
N. }V. P., (kited the \^th December 1854, No. 2558A. 

Para. I. I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
dated 23rd October last, No. 1048, with enclosed report and statements 
submitted by Lieutenant Keatingc regarding the settlement of zillah 
Roostumpoor, perguunah Khundwah, in the district of Nimar. 

2. In reply I am desired to state that His Honor has been pleased 

„ to confirm the proceedings now reported. 

No. of villapcs 44; Total are* .'U.OSe ; . . .. ^ . 

jommafrom 191 1 to 1930 Sumbut. II, 33.^ of wliich tlic abstract IS givcn 111 tfic margin ; 

thejummaof Rs. 11,385 being settled for 
twenty years from 1911 Sumbut. 

3. With reference to your 3rd para. I am desired to state, that the 
Lieutenant Governor would desire to have farther information as to the 
nature of the proprietary tenures to which the right of holding ziraut 
lands is considered by ancient custom to attach, and whether, in villages 
where the puttecdarec tenure prevails, or upon occasions pf succession 
by inheritance, the ziraut fields are held liable to division, and in accor- 
dance to what rule. 

4. You are requested in submitting the reply, to report your own 
opinion on the mode of dealing with these lands. 
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Froin 


To 


No. 34 of 1855. 

Lieut. R. IL Keatinge, 

Political Assistant in Nmar. 


Sir Robert Hamilton, Bart. 

Agent Governor General for Central India, Indore. 


( amp Pccplode, the \6/h March 1855 . 

Sir, 

I have this day received your letter transmitting Mr. Secre- 
tary Carmichael’s communication No. 578, dated 17th February, reques- 
ting an early reply to the requisition of the Government of the N. W. P. 
for information regarding the nature of the proprietary tenure of “ziraut” 
lands in Nimar. 


2. I had intended making this reply in submitting the final settle- 
ment papers of pergunnahs Khundwah, which I hope to do at the end 
of this month. 

3. The Nirnarees class under the head of “ziraut,” all rent-free lands, 
but the “zirauts” may be divided into the following heads : 

A. Lands granted as charitable and religious hereditary pensions. 

B. Lands held by zemindars from beyond the time that the tradi- 
tions of the country extend to. 

C. Land granted since our taking possession of the country in pay- 
ment of certain fixed duties to be performed. 

4. The class A. from its nature only descends from father to son 
and the lands are entered in the books in the name of the family only. 
Much abuse had crept in with reference to the charitable allowance 
lands and money payments, but under the instructions contained in your 
letter No. 11.3, dated 22nd January 1853, these pensions have been 
thoroughly revised. 



PERGCNNAH KHPNDWAH. 


193 


5. The customs with reference to class B have been (without any 
orders from Government) in a transition state since we took charge of 
the country. In the olden days the zemindars looked upon themselves 
as at liberty to do almost what they liked, not only with their “ziraut” 
lands but with all the lands on which they received zemindarce huq, as 
long as they paid the Government share; and in consequence of this 
changes such as the following took place. 

Rajghnr tuppah, which was part of Nulawcl (Holkar’s), was given 
for the maintenance of the family of a concubine of one of the zemindars, 
and now forms part of Asseer (British Scindiah’s), so Bawee pergunnah 
(Indore) is said to have been transferred as a marriage portion from 
Burwae (British Scindiah) ; though of course at the time when these trans- 
fers took place, it is to be supposed that all were under the same supreme 
Government. Since the comjuest of the Deccan, all such wholesale trans- 
fers have ceased, but still fields have been given by the zemindars from 
their “zirants” as marriage portions, as rewards for special service, and 
more frequently still, as life pensions to widows of the family, and in 
some instances they have (though seldom) alienated their “zirauts” alto- 
gether. But their so doing has always been a cause of dispute and re- 
monstrance in the family. 

As the lands became more subdvided, and from the settled state of 
the country more valuable, irregular transfers of “ziraut” property have 
become rare, and are at once appealed against by the parties who think 
themselves aggrieved. It is becoming the custom to look upon all such 
holdings more in the light of payment for duty performed, and less as 
private property, than used to be the case. In the “ziraut” book com- 
piled on our taking charge of the country, the different fields were enter- 
ed with the names of the parties bona fide holding them at the time, and 
they have continued in the same families since then, being divided like 
other property amongst the sons. But where a “ziraut” holder died with- 
out heirs, his land has been given up to the head of the family, and where 
he was not nearly related, it has been resumed by Government. 

The duties of zemindars in Nimar are, I believe, the same as those 
in other parts of India. The head of the family should attend con- 
stantly, either personally or by his Mookhtear, in the Cutcherry, and keep 

cc 
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a copy of all revenue cases and payments that take place, and thus act 
as a check on the proceedings of the Government servants, and as referee 
irj cases of dispute between them and the ryots of the pergunnah. The 
zemindar is always available for punchayct duty and to accompany the 
Government officials through the pergunnah, and it is his special duty to 
be intimately acquainted with all questions of tradition and old custom. 

A very large quantity of land called “Mocud” is held by Patels on a 
fixed rent, generally slightly under the average pergunnah rate, but 
which in former days must have been a very small tax indeed compared 
with the high rates then prevailing. 

This land is supposed all to have been originally rent-free, but to 
have had this tax imposed on it during the disturbances that preceded 
the conquest of the Deccan. The “Mocud” lands have become much 
subdivided, and their partition still continues according to the Hindoo 
law of equal division amongst all the sons of a family. The ^^Mocuds” 
are included amongst the ^^zirauts.” 

6. The class C has been granted to patels, putwarecs, and chowkedars, 
(by order of Government) in consequence of the village huqs not being 
enough to support them. They are considered payment for village 
duties performed, are hereditary, but not capable of subdivision, or par- 
tition, and in case of change in the person holding office they are trans- 
ferred to the new incumbent. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 


II. II. KEATINGE, 

Political Assistant in Nimar. 


Nimar Political Agency, 

Camp Peeplode, the Ifi/A March 1655. 



PERGUNNAH KIIUNDWAH. 


195 


No. 53 of 1855. 


From 


To 


Lieut. R. H. Keatinoe, 

Political Assistant in Nitnar, 


Sir Robert Hamilton, Bart. 

Agent to tlie Governor General for Central India, Indore. 


Mundlaisir, the 23rd yfpril 1855. 

Sir, 

On the 26th April ISSd, I had the honor to address you in 
letter No. 81, submitting the settlement papers of one zillah of Khundwah, 
and giving some details of the pergunnah, and I now write in contin- 
uation of that letter. 

2. Of the five zillahs into which Khundwah is divided, the settle- 
ment of two has been sanctioned, and I now transmit the papers of the 
other three. 

3. Though not perhaps necessary, I think it will add com- 
pleteness to this document to annev a copy of Colonel Delamain’s 
report* on assuming charge of pergunnah Khundwah from Scindiah’s 
Government on the 28th of December 1823, as it contains much interes- 
ting informalion. 

4. The general manner in which Khundwah is sub-divided, has 
been stated in my letter No. 81 of 1854. 

5. The Booscuttah family, who hold the title of Sir, — MundulSir, — 
Kanoongoe, arc Dcccance Brahmins, and received their zemindaree from 
the Paishwah, 


* Omitted from this collection ng the former history and the sUle of the 
the “ Historical Retrospect/’ Part 1. 


entire province of Nimar, are given 

cc 2 


In 



196 


SETTLEMENT REPORT. 


• The Booscuttah receives 4 rupees per cent, on land revenue, and has 
one village enam ; he also receives percentage on sewai jumma, value 
about 1 70 rupees per annum, besides five-hundred and nine acres of 
^liraut land. 

6. Two persons holding the title of Gumbeer Rao, who originally 
received their zemindarce from the Mahommedan emperors, receive be- 
tween them one per cent, on land revenue, and one on Abkaree, and hold 
eighteen acres of ziraut land. 

7. There are four separate families of Mundlooes who receive be- 
tween them Rs. 4 per cent, on land revenue, and about Rs. 4,J per cent, 
on sewai, and have 1760 acres of ziraut land. The four divisions are 
as old as the traditions of the country, three of the families are Nagur 
Brahmins, one is Dakur Bnnya. They claim to have received their 
zemindaree from the Mussulman kings. 

8. The same is stated by the pergunnah Canoongoes who receive 
two rupees per cent, on land revenue, two rupees two annas on sewai, and 
hold 1,111 acres of ziraut land. They are divided into three families or 
“Shuts,” and arc by caste Cayets, they originally came to Khundwah 
from Maheswur. 

9. The manner of dividing the huqs is complicated, but the result 
when all the zemindaree is clubbed, is that 11 Rupees per 136 rupees, 
is the amount of zemindaree, or about eight per cent. 

10. I now wish to draw your attention to the pergunnah establish- 
ment, and to ask your sanction to place it on the following permanent 
scale : 

Present KstabliHlimcnt. Proposed Establishment. 

Khundwah, Khundwah, 


1 

Kamaisdar, * • 

. . Rs. 

100 0 0 

1 

Kamaisdar, . . 

.. .. Rs. 100 0 0 

1 

Head Karcoon, . . 

• • »» 

25 0 0 

1 

Head Karcoon, .. 

.. .. „ 25 0 0 

1 

Karcoon, 

• • »i 

20 0 0 

1 

Karcoon, 

20 0 0 

1 

Do, 

• • »» 

15 0 0 

1 

Do, 

10 0 0 

1 

Do 

• • If 

10 0 0 




1 

Duifadar, 

• • »» 

10 0 0 

1 

Duifadar, . . 

8 0 0 


Carried forward . . 

.. Rs. 

180 0 0 


^ . . . . . . . 

. . . . Ri. 163 0 0 
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Present Establishment. Proposed Establishment. 

Khundwah, KhundwaL 



Brought forward, . . 

Rs. 

180 

0 

0 



Rs. 

163 

0 

0 

9 

Burkundazes, at 5 Rs. each, 

n 

45 

0 

0 

3 

Burkundazes at 5 Rs. each, 

it 

15 

0 

0 

4 

Do Do, 4 Rs. 

)) 

16 

0 

0 

6 

Do Do, 4 Rs. 

ti 

24 

0 

0 

1 

Furash, 

)» 

2 

0 

0 

1 

Furash, 

tt 

2 

0 

0 

1 

Mushalchee, 


3 

0 

0 

1 

Mushalchee, 

a 

3 

0 

0 

1 

Mehtur 

It 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Mehtur, • • 

it 

1 

0 

0 


Oil, 

tt 

2 

8 

0 


Oil, 

a 

2 

0 

0 


Pap#.r, 

it 

12 

0 

0 


Paper, .. •. •• *. .. 

it 

12 

0 

0 
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8 

0 




222 

0 

0 


Roostumpoor. 






Roostumpoor, 





1 

Mahul kurjee, 

Rs. 

30 

0 

0 

1 

Mahul kuree, 

. Rs. 

30 

0 

0 

1 

Karcoon, 


15 

0 

0 

1 

Karcoon, . . „ 

)) 

15 

0 

0 

2 

Burkundazes, at 5 Rs. 

»i 

10 

0 

0 

2 

Burkundazes, at 5 Rs. 

tt 

10 

0 

0 

3 

Do, . . at 4 

ti 

12 

0 

0 

4 

Do, . . at 4 „ 

it 

16 

0 

0 


Oil and paper, 

it 

2 

0 

0 


Oil and paper, . . • • 

tt 

3 

0 

0 




69 

0 

0 




74 0 

0 


" Jamr* 






Jawer, 





1 

Mahul kuree, 

Rs. 

30 

0 

0 

1 

Mahul kuree, . . . . . 

Rs. 

30 

0 

0 

1 

Karcoon, 

it 

15 

0 

0 

1 

Carcoon, . . „ 

♦» 

15 

0 

0 

3 

Burkundazes, at 5 Rs. . . 

it 

15 

0 

0 

2 

Burkundazes, at 5 Rs. 

it 

10 

0 

0 

4 

Do, • • at 4 ,, • • • • 

it 

10 

0 

0 

4 

Do, .. at 4 „ 

it 

16 

0 

0 


Oil and paper, 

it 

2 

0 

0 


Oil and paper, 

tt 

3 

0 

0 




78 

0 

0 








Pundaniah. 






Pundaniah* 





1 

Mahul kuree, 

Rs. 

30 

0 

0 

1 

Mahul kuree, 

Rs. 

30 

0 

0 

1 

Karcoon, • . 

f) 

15 

0 

0 

1 

Karcoon, . • 

tt 

15 

0 

0 

2 Burk undazes, at 5 Rs. 

ti 

10 

0 

0 

2 

Burkundazes, at 5 Rs. 

it 

10 

0 

0 

3 

Do, • • at 4 • a . • 

it 

12 

b 

0 

4 

Do, .• at 4 „ 

it 

16 

0 

0 


Oil and paper, 

a 

2 

0 

0 


Oil and paper, 

a 

3 

0 

0 




09 

0 

0 




74 0 

0 


Mokufgaon, 






Mokulgaon* 





1 

Mahul kuree, 

Rs. 

30 

0 

0 

1 

Mahul kuree, 

Rs. 

30 

0 

0 

1 

Karcoon, . • ,, • • • • 

a 

15 

0 

0 

1 

Karcoon, „ .. •• 

a 

15 

0 

0 

3 

Burkundazes, at 5 Rs. 

it 

15 

0 

0 

2 

Burkundazes, at 5 Rs. 

tt 

10 

0 

0 

1 

Do, . • at 4 „ 

it 

4 

0 

0 

4 

Do, . • at 4 ,, . ■ 

it 

16 

0 

0 


Oil and paper, 

ti 

2 

0 

0 

Oil and paper, 

a 

3 

0 

0 




60 

0 

0 




74 

0 

0 


Total, .. 

• • 

543 

8 

0 


Total, 

, , 

518 

0 

0 
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Besides which there are stationed throughout Khundwah, one jemadar, 
eleven sowars, and fifty-four burkundazes of the police corps, but they are 
unconnected with its establishment, being relieved from time to time 
from Mundlaisir ; there is also at Khundwah itself a treasury guard of 
one native officer and thirty-five rank and file of the Gwalior Contingent 
infantry. The present pergunnah establishment, you will perceive, costs 
Rs. Slo-S-O per mensem, that which I propose will cost Rs. 518, or 
Rs. 6,216 per annum. I believe it is the smallest with which police effi- 
ciency could be maintained, not to speak of other duties. But I Inust 
request some months time to arrange for the reduction, or great hardship 
might occur to some of the burkundaz, whose pay would be reduced 
w ithout any fault on their part having been committed. 

11. The General Statement shows at a glance the proportion the 
present jumma bears to the collections of the last 25 years. But it is 
neces,5ary to state that during a great portion of that time, the majority 
of the leaseholders did not make a fair profit of one rupee from the 
villages they managed. 

The allowance for the collection of revenue amounted on the average 
to but Rs. 5,000 for the whole pergunnah, of which a very small part was 
ready money, land being allowed ijistead. In the present settlement 
Rs. ISj.'IlO-T-O in ready money, is the total mehntanah or allowance for 
management and collection. 

12. Sanction for 539 rupees on account of establishment for the 
settlement, from 7th November 1853 up to 31st March 185 t, has been 
already received, and I would now request sanction for the settlement 
expenditure from that period to the 31st March 1855, amounting to Rs. 
894-15-3 as per separate account. But as all the papers are not complet- 
ed, two Karcoous on an aggregate pay of Rs. 25 are still employed, and 
will require a couple of months more to finish their work. 

1.3. Having the entire Government of Nimar to superintend, I could 
of course give the settlement but general supervision, so that I entrusted 
the work particularly to Mohommed Lall Khan, the Deputy Collector. 

Certain parts of the arrangements, however, I investigated myself in 
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all their details, viz. the allotment or rejection of ziraut lands. The se- 
lection of patels to manage villages, and the question of huqs for village 
service, as 1 considered these as most important matters. 


14. In the general statement of zillah Pundhana submitted last 
year, a mistake of lls. 4-8 was allowed to creep in, adding, though the 
jummabundeo and other detail papers are correct. I have now amended 
the general statement to agree with the jummabundee, but I find it 
necessary to mention this circumstance as you will perceive this slight 
difference between the amount now entered, and that for which sanction 
was given ; the former is Rs. 9,573,j, the latter was Rs. 9,580, Rs. 9,573| 
being the correct sum. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 

R. H. KEATINGE, 

Political Assistant in Nimar. 


Nimar Agency, 
Mundlaisir, 2Zrd April 1855. 


From 


To 


No. 1427A. 

William Muir, Esquire, 

Secretary to Govt, of the N. W. P. 


Sir R. N. C. Hamilton, Bart. 

A. gent Governor General, Central India. 


Head Quarters, the 7th July 1853. 

Sir, 

1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
21st May last. No. 760, with reports and statements submitted by Lieu- 
tenant Keatinge regarding tlie settlement of three remaining zillahs of 
pergunnah Khundwah, in the district of Nimar. 
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2. Ill reply I am desired to state that llis Honor has been pleased 

to confirm the proceedings now 

Total [Junm^ <v,„„ rcportcd, of which tlic abstract 
villages aut^ |ii)nu)i93os. jg givcii ill tlic marglii, the 


4i> :n.77H j 10,928 jumiTia of Ils. 5 1 ,458 iiiclud- 

Mokulgaon, 02 riT.TOl 11,850 " ... 

Jawei 5!) 37,905 l 8,422 ing tlic divisioiis of Roostum- 

Pundaniali, 41 11,10:1 I 0,5711^ " i i i i 

Uuostunipoor 4 1 31,022 | 11,385 poor and Rundaniah, the set- 


_______ tlement of which was confirm- 

ed in orders of 11th July and 
19th December last, being sanctioned for 20 years from 1911 to 1930 
inclusive. The alteration of the jnmma of zillah Pundaniah from Ru- 
pees 9,580 as before sanctioned, to 9,573j as shown in para. 15 of the 
Superintendent’s present letter, is confirmed. 

3. The Lieutenant Governor observes that in the general remarks on 
zillah Mokulgaon, it is stated tliat there remains one village, Chegaum, 
on the zemindar’s list, which has however been alienated and become a 
British village”; and that the question of its possession is pending before 
the Home Government. His Honor desires me to enquire from what 
Government the correspondence regarding the grant, and the resump- 
tion of this village, was submitted to the Home authorities, and on what 
footing the Superintendent treats the establishment, pending the deter- 
mination of the question. 

4. In the memorandum for the several zillahs, a very considerable 
amount of the ziraut land has been noted as “ service.” After deducting 
from the several sums the number of acres allotted for the police, there 

^ ^ ^ - remains a large balance as en- 
Foiicc. Ditreieiue. tcred ill the last column of the 

marginal statement. The Lieu- 

lofi AOj tenant Governor will be glad 
— ’ to be informed of the nature of 

the service for which this land is .assigned. 

.'i. With reference to the police statements generally, the Lieutenant 
Governor remarks that the allowance assigned for the support of the 
chowkedars and bullahurs, appears in some cases to be very inadequate. 
The peculiar circumstances of the country, and the customs of the 
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people, may of course affect these arrangements in a manner of which the 
Lieutenant Governor has no immediate means of judging. But His 
Honor relies with confidence upon the Superintendent, that his measures 
for the support of the village police are framed upon efficient principles 
and are well adapted to local wants. The Lieutenant Governor will be 
happy to receive any remarks which the Superintendent may desire to 
offer on the sufficiency of the present police allowance, with your opinion 
on the subject. 

6. In zillah Mokulgaon three villages, and in zillah Jawer, nine, have 
been entered in the statement as deserted,*' and unassessed. The 
Lieutenant Governor requests to be informed of the position and circum- 
stances of these estates, and whether means might not be devised for con- 
cluding a settlement at such light rates as might encourage the resort 
of cultivators to them. 

7. In zillah Khnndwah two estates are entered tanka.” The circum- 
stances and nature of this tenure should be stated. 

8. In zillah Mokulgaon two villages, of which the farmers have not 
consented to submit to revision of settlement, have been entered in the 
statements ; the present arangements extend in Robonall to Sumbut 1914 
and in Altur to 1917. These sliould either have been excluded from the 
Settlement statements, or an assessment prospectively fixed for them, to 
take effect after the expiration of the farming leases. 

« 

9. It is observed that in the other villages on lease now brought 
under settlement by request of the leaseholders,” the assessment has, in 
some cases, been considerably enhanced. Care should be taken to ascertain 
that the arrangement has been entered into voluntarily by the leaseholders. 
It might have been advisable to allow the jumma of the leases to continue 
unchanged till the close of the farms, when the new assessment might have 
been imposed. But if the consent of the leaseholders has been entirely 
spontaneous, it may not be advisable to make any change in the arrange- 
ments concluded by the Superintendent ; a report is requested on this point. 

10. The huqs deducted from the Government revenue appear to 
be as follows. 


DD 



Percentage 
on the revenue. 


Booscuttah family, 4 

Gumbheer Rao, 1 

Mundlooes, 4 

Canoongocs, 2 


11 percent.,bcsides 

rent-free lands, and a percentage in the Sevvai and Abkaree collections. 
The Lieutenant Governor desires that the Superintendent may be re- 
quested to submit a report upon the validity of the claims to these allow- 
ances, which do not appear ever to have received the sanction of the 
Government. It should also be stated whether any and what services 
are rendered in consideration of the huqs. 

12. ITis Honor observes that, in his letter of the 2()tli April 1854 
the Superintendent has given an assurance that the settlements have 
been carefully framed in conformity with the principles communicated 
from time to time for his guidance by the late Lieutenant Governor ; and 
that the waste lands have been unreservedly settled with the several vil- 
lages to which they belong. The Lieutenant Governor looks with much 
interest to the result of this experiment, as it may be shown in the im- 
j)roveinent of the country and in the increase of cultivation. The Su- 
perintendent will, in his annual reports, make special reference to this 
subject, and to the general success of the zemindaree system as applied 
to his district. 

• 

13. His Honor has been pleased to sanction from the 1st November 
next, the entertainment of the pergunnah establishment proposed by 
Lieutenant Keatiuge in his 10th para., amounting to Rupees 518 per 
mensem. 


14. Sanction is also given to the expenditure of Rupees 894-15-3, on 
account of extra settlement establishment employed from 31st March 
1854 to 31st March 1855. 


I have the honor to be, &c, 

W. MUIR, 

Secretary to Govt, of the N. W. P. 


Head Quarters, 
the '1th of* July 1855. 
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Statement of the parties by whom the %iraut lands in Pergunnah 
, Khundwah are held. 


* 

Holders* Names. 

Held by the head of the family. 

Held by the relatives of the 
family. 

Total. 

Of which is only for the life of 
the present incumbent. 

Sirmundul Booscuttah, 

Acres. 

509 

Acres. 

Acres. 

509 

Acres. 

Gumbeer Rao (Deis Mook,) 1 

18 


18 

•• 

Mundlooes, 

1,608 

152 

1,760 


Canoongoes, 

980 

131 

: 1,111 

• • 

Village patels, 

446 

1,717 

446 

24 

Thakoors, 

2,481 


4,258 

71 

Putwarees, 

3,624 


3,624 

39 

Pursais, 

786 


786 

102 

Chowkedans, 

1,696 


1,696 

34 

For Garden, 

34 


34 


For Charity, 

1,354 


1,354 

371 

Total, 

13,536 

2,060 

15,596 

641 


R. II. KEATINGE, 

Poll. Assistant i» Nimar, 


Nimar Agency, 

Mundlaisir, the 20th April 1855. 
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No. 304 of 1853. 


From 


R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 


To 

W. Muir,. Esquire, 

Sccrctarij to Govt, of the N. IV. P. 


Jndor^ Jteauicnry, \2th March 1853 . 

Sir, 

I have the honor to forward a report and statement from the 
Political Assistant in Niinarfor submission to the Ilon’ble the Lieu- 
tenant Governor N. W. P., and with reference to the approaching sur- 
vey, would recommend the extension for 3 or .5 years of all leases which 
may expire in Surnbut 1918, by which time the survey operations may 
probably be completed. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

R. N. C. HAMILTON, 


Indore Residency, 
mh March 1853. 


Residetd. 
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No. 35 of 1853. 


From 


Lieut. R. H. Keatinge, 

Political Assistant in Nimar. 


To 


R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 


Mundlamr^ the 3rrf March 1853. 


Sir, 


I have the honor to submit a table showing the number of vil- 
lages, &c. in the pergunnahs of the Nimar Agency that have not under- 
gone settlement operations, and would beg your attention to column 5, 
showing the number of villages that will fall out of lease at the end of 
Sumbut 1910, A. D. 1853-54. 

2. The lapse of these leases will in most cases not affect the general 
arrangements of the pergunnah. But in pergunnahs Khundwah, Dhur- 
gaum and Assair, the number is comparatively large, and the zemindars 
and village holders have already made several enquiries as to what ar- 
rangement Government intend to make. 

3. I was about to address you on this subject, when I received youi* 

letter No. 188 of February 10th 1853, enclosing a copy of the Resolution 
of Government with regard to the survey of the Saugor and Nei’budda 
territories, and my district. • 

4. I take it for granted that Government will prefer putting off any 
settlement operations till the survey has been completed, and I should 
consequently suggest that the leases be allowed to continue till that ob- 
ject has been attained. As far as my knowledge extends, I am inclined 
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to believe that in general the profit to the holders on these estates is by 
no means large, but that at the same time they would gladly continue 
their holding for a few years more, even though the time should be un- 
certain ; but if they were permitted to continue their leases until “ ftirther 
orders,” and were liable to be deprived of them at a few months’ notice, 
it is not to be expected that they would either expend capital, or endea- 
vor to procure new cultivators ; so that I would suggest that Government 
should name a certain date with reference to the survey operations, and 
give me permission to extend the present leases to that period. 

5. Should any holder of a village lease insist on giving up his con- 
tract at the end of Sumbut 1910, (and probably some three or four may) 
the village could always be added to the Khalsa list. 

1 have the honor to be, &c. 

R. H. KEATINGE, 

Political Assistant in Nimar. 

Nimar Agency, 
the Srd March 1 853. 
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'i.>quin^ 


r-lC<0'l'>0'Ot~OClO>0 


. H. KEATINGE, 

PolL Assistant in Nimar, 
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From 


To 


No. 1056 of 1853. 

W. Muir, Esquire, 

Secretary to Goi't. of the N. W. P. 

R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 


A^ra, the Uth March 1853 . 

Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 304, 
dated the 12th instant, with its enclosures, recommending the extension 
of the lease of certain villages which have undergone settlement, for two 
or three years. 

2. The Lieutenant Governor has no objection whatever to the con- 
tinuance of the leases as you propose, so far as the limitation thereby 
imposed on the Government demand is concerned. But he is very 
reluctant that the proprietary right should remain in abeyance, longer 
than is required by the currency of the present lease. If on the princi- 
ples which it is hoped are now understood and recognized in Nimar, the 
present leaseholders can be recognized as proprietors, and not as mere 
farmers, the leases may at once be extended. But if the present lease- 
holders arc mere speculators, with no permanent right or interest in the 
land, the Lieutenant Governor considers that the extension of their leases 
would be attended with no benefit. In order to induce the leaseholders 
to invest their capital in the improvement of the land, it is necessary that 
they feel assured of the possession of a permanent and definite interest 
in it. Without this assurance, the limitation of the Government demand 
for another year or two, will be comparatively valueless, and can only 
be advocated on the ground of utter inability to determine the (luestion 
of right. 

3. The Lieutenant Governor is willing to hope, that the principles 
on which proprietary right is to be recognized, or conferred in Nimar, 
are now so well understood, that no great diflSculty will be experienced 

EE 
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in determining this question in the 102 villages which will fall out of 
lease in Suinbut 1910 (1853-54). If this can be done, no hesitation will 
be felt in extending the Iccases for any fixed number of years, otherwise 
they may be renewed from year to year, till a proprietary settlement can 
be made. 


4. I am further desired to observe that if a proprietary settlement 
on the assets is otherwise desirable and practicable, it should on no ac- 
count be delayed for the professional survey. The Khusreh survey is the 
true basis of settlement, and may be conducted at any time by the local 
officer ; the sooner the better. 


5, With these observations, the Lieutenant Governor leaves it to 
Lieutenant Kcatingc to make such proposal, as under all the circum- 
stances of the case he considers best. 


Agra, 

the 24M March 1853. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 

W. MUIR, 

Secretary to Govt, of the N, W. P, 


From 


To 


No. 65 of 1853. 

Lieut. R. H. Keatinge, 

Political Assistant in Nimar, 

R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore, 


Mundlaisir, Idlh April 1853. 

Sir, 

I have had the honor to receive your letter transmitting 
Mr. Secretary Muir’s letter. No. 1056 of 24th March 1853, concerning 
the 102 villages of the Nimar Agency that fall out of lease at the end of 
Sumbut 1910 (1853-64.) 
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2. The Hon’ble the Lieutenant Governor has expressed his desire 
that if the question of proprietary right in these villages can now be 
decided, the settlement should proceed at once, without reference to the 
professional survey of the country that is expected to take place in a 
few years. 

3. In reply I would beg to submit a sketch of the revenue history 
of pergunnah Dhurgaum, which may be fairly taken as a type of the 
others, and which will, 1 trust, induce Government to grant me permis- 
sion to proceed with the settlement of the district regularly by pergun- 
nahs, and not merely in the case ol these 102 villages. 

4. Pergunnah Dhurgaum has, for a long scries of years under native 
rule, been let to mere farmers, of whom some took single villages, others 
small clusters ; and in one instance an individual rented the wliole per- 
gunnah for a year. In Surnbut 1890, A. D. 1839-40, the 32 villages of 
which the pergunnah is composed were given in lease for 1.5 years, and 
consequently should fall in at the end of Siimbut 1910. But in A. D. 
1840, the P olitical Assistant with a view to a re adjustment of the revenue, 
(which was excessive and in consequence of which many cultivators 
were leaving the district,) issued a circular of which a partial translation 
is annexed, in consequence of which 13 village leases were given up, and 
that number arc now on Khani management. From this you will perceive 
that the difference of system in the pergunnah only dates from 1840. As 
all, up to that time, held their villages on the same tenure, but as no 
proprietary right was sought by the people, or conferred by the local 
Government, at that period, those who found their villages pay well, 
retained them, and those who lost by them, gave them up. The 13 villages 
having been placed on Kham management, the Wuttundcr Patels were 
next sought to conduct the Patailec of the community, and enjoy the 
Government allowance of Ils. 5 per cent. In seven instances these 
were the same persons who had just relinquished the lease : in the six 
remaining villages the Patels were found cultivating as mere Assa- 
mees, but were traced hy their parentage or by their holding Maafee 
lands. 


5. It is obvious that it will be as easy to ascertain the persons who 
have most claim topropiietary right in these 13 Kham villages, as in the 

EE 2 



212 


MISCELLANEOUS SETTLEMENT PAPERS. 


19 Still in lease ; and as I feel convinced that the pergunnah will profit, 
the expenditure of time and money in the settlement will be less, and the 
reduction of the increased establishment of 1846 more complete, by subjec- 
ting the whole pergunnah to settlement operations, I would earnestly 
request permission to do so. 

6. Though in the settlement of Kanapoor Burreah I was so unfortu- 
nate as to misunderstand the wishes of Government with regard to the 
waste land, yet I feel confident that I have a clear general view of 
what is wished to be introduced ; and seeing the benefits of the new settle- 
ment in Mundlaisir, where several idle cultivators who held ground 
near the town have now sold it to Bunnias who are building pucca wells 
and laying out gardens, I am anxious to see the movement as generally 
extended as possible. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

R. H. KEATINGE, 

Nimar Agency, Mundlaisir, Political Assistant in Nimar. 

the IQth April 1853. 


Translation. 

Extract of a Circular Order, No. 224, o/ 31«< January 1846, from 
Captain P. T. French, Political Assistant in Nimar, to the Komasdars 
of pergunnahs in Nimar. 

Orders have already been issued that Assamees who do not wish to 
cultivate their fields, or who wish to proceed to other localities, are 
not to be interfered with. But this order has not been fully carried out 
in all places, so it is again ordered, that if any person wishes to go to 
any place, or give up his ground, he is not trr be oppressed, but let go 
where he likes, and in consequence of this order if any village farmers 
wish to relinquish their leases, you must receive and transmit their 
petitions here, on receipt of which, orders will.be passed to that effect. 
Several farmers*have already petitioned to relinquish their villages, and 
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have had permission granted them, and the same course will be pursued 
in future cases. 

(Sd.) P. T. FRENCH. 

Political A ssistant in Nhnar. 

True Translation. 

R. H. KEATINGE, 

Political Assistant in Nitnar. 


From 


'I'o 


No. 1634 of 1853. 

W. Muir, Esquire, 

Secretary to Govt, of the N, W. P. 

R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 

. iura , the ilk May 185.1. 


Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
RivLtiiie Dept. 22nd ultimo, with its enclosure from the Political 

Assistant in Nimar, soliciting sanction to complete the settlement of the 
province. 

2. The Lieutenant Governor authorizes the prosecution of the settle- 
ment uniformly and uninterruptedly, provided that strict faith be kept with 
the farmers whose leases have yet to run : such persons cannot of course 
be disturbed till the expiration of their leases unless they of their own 
accord resign their farming tenures. 

3. The Lieutenant Governor notices with satisfaction the favorable 
testimony which Lieutenant Keatinge bears to the effect of the survey, 
wherever it has been as yet introduced. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

W. MUIR, 

Secretary to Govt, the N, W. P. 


Agra, 

the 5th May 1853. 



PAllT IV. 


ANNUAL REPORTS ON THE REVENUE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE PROVINCE OF NIMAR. 

No. 1. 

REPORT FOR 1810-47. 


From 


To 


No. 1201 of 181.7. 

R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Itcisident at Indore. 


J. Thornton, Esquire, 

SecTctarij to the Govt., N. JV. P. 

Hcvenue Department, 


Indore Riwidtriej/, the ^Jth August 1847 . 

Sir, 

I have the honor to transmit for submission to the Honorable 
the Lieutenant Governor, North Western Provinces, the accompanying 
report from the Political Assistant in Nimar, of his proceedings during 
the year 1840-4-7, and on the present fiscal condition of the province. 

2. As full details under separate heads are given in the tables which 
accompany the report, and as Captain French has remarked upon all the 
principal points, little remains for me to notice. 

3, Although there was partial loss from frost, which, where it fell, 
was very destructive, especially in the Asscer pergunnah, still the season 
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on the whole was above an average one. Owing to the scarcity in Kan- 
deish in the Deccan, and the short supply during the three preceding 
years, the stores and granaries had been exhausted, prices therefore rang- 
ed high and maintained a figure which the cultivators in Niinar, as I had 
observed in Mahva, turned to their advantage 'in a peculiar and clever 
manner. 


i. As is common throughout India, the crop is raised on advances 
from the village banker or bunniah, who takes the produce at a rate very 
profitabletohimself, though barely remunerating to the producer. Such 
has been the demand for grain in this (piarter, that the producers in Malwa, 
and also in Nimar, have sold their reserved grain at the rate of the day, 
and having come upon the village banker to supply the seed for the sow- 
ings, have stood out successfully, that the old (and heretofore) course of 
repaying in kind, and not in cash, shall be followed. 

5, In Malwa and in great parts of Nimar wheat is notan irrigated 
crop, its produce depending on the abundance of the rains. The drought 
which has prevailed has turned attention in Nimar to raising wheat on 
irrigated lands, there not being opium to recpiire all the energies of the 
cultivators ; the increase in tanks, reservoirs, wells, and the means of 
irrigation, has consequently in Nimar become a most important object, 
and to that great attention has been paid by Captain French with every 
prospect of advantageous results; time however is rcipiired to devclope 
the success of what we have been doing in this way, and also in open- 
ing ro.ads to increase the revenues .of this tract of country which once 
must have been well populated and well cultivated, judging from the 
remains and sites of old towns and the ruins of emhankmeuts and 
reservoirs. 


6. The income from land revenue of the last three years is given in 


• Total revenue. 

1844-45. 

1845-46. 

1816-47. 

British Nimar, 

4G,741 14 0 
1,30,557 3 3 

40.819 14 0 

4.5,080 7 0 

Scindiah*8 „ 

1,31,407 15 0 

1,24,614 13 0 

Total Balance, 

British Nimar, 

19.800 13 f 

- raj 

none 

Scindiah’s 

54.262 11 ( 

- raj 

1,538 1.5 3 


the margin.* A glance ivill 
shoAV the better system 
already introduced by re- 
ferring to the unrealized 
balance at the close of 
each ydar during a simi- 
lar period. 


a Not capable of accurate retuio. 
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7. There is no outstanding balance in the British districts, whilst 
the amount under that head in Scindiah’s, is only Rs. 1,538-15-3, the writing 
off this sum must be sanctioned. 

8, The cultivated area in British Khalsa districts during the Sum- 
but year 1902(1845-46) was returned as beegahs 46,628-6-6, the measure- 
ment and inquiries this year caused a reduction of 5,198 beegahs, leaving 
a total of 41,171 as the quantity of land which was cultivated during both 
years. 


9. To meet this decrease, however, we have to set off 4,222 beegahs 
of new cultivation, but it must be remembered that whilst there is an 
apparent decrease of 976 beegahs, we have now the certain fact that 
45,393 beegahs have actually been cultivated, and yielded a revenue of 
Rs. 44,021-11-3, which has been paid up in full, instead of the fictitious re- 
turns of former years. 

10. In Scindiah’s Khalsa districts, the cultivated area was as follows : 

Total in 1902 (1845-46) 1,23,801 

Thrown out in 1903 (1840-47), 15,519 

1,08,285 

New lands, 6,125 

1,14,410 

yielding a revenue of Rs. 73,382-6-9, on which only Rs. 
1,538-15-3 are irrecoverable, a small amount consider- 
ing the severity of the frost. 


Klunidwah, 373 4 0 

Ilurt'yt’i . . 9 3 

Attodc, ,.17 13 0 
MoondiT, . . 80 3 0 

Assecr, .. 970 0 0 

lllmiiighur, 10 12 0 

Total. . . 1538 1.') 3 


11. The rent roll of districts in I jara was in 1902 1,78,307 13 0 


Whilst in 1903 the receipt was 1,75,181 15 1 

Showing a deposit of 3,125 13 11 


12. The accounts of each village are now clear ; there is no outstand- 
ing debt, no arrears to be paid off out of coming collections : that which 
next year may be over and above the Government demand, will belong 
to the cultivator and at his disposal, not required by the amil or teh- 
seeldar to pay off a balance. We have then a healthy state of accounts. 
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and having attained this, we have laid the foundation for future prosperi- 
ty, which under proper encouragement from Superintendents, with not 
adverse seasons, will gradually it is to be hoped re-populatc some of the 
809 deserted sites, and restore the province to a semblance of its former 
flourishing condition. 

13. It will be seen that the rate on land irrigated from wells has been 
fixed at 3 lls. per beegah. I was induced to approve of this rfite from 
the enquiries I had made in my late tour, and from the information laid 
before me by Captain French. It is the rate fixed by our revenue officers 
in the adjoining province in Candeish. I felt it was necessary to deter- 
mine a rate so as to encourage all parties to increase the means of irri- 
gation, and being satisfied that the measure was judicious I approved of 
it. I trust His Honor will concur in my views. 

14. Captain French’s proposition, in para. 22, to lease the villages 
in perguunahs Sylanee, Poonassa, Attodc, Moondee, Bhamghur and 
Peeplode to the patels, for a term of 20 years, at slightly increasing rates, 
has my support, and I hope will be approved by His Honor. 

15. Captain French’s remarks on the importance of the office of 
patel, the advantage of retaining it in its unimpaired and entire state, 
are worthy of serious consideration. Of its importance in the estimation 
of the natives, there can be no (picstion. Both Holkar and Scindiah clung 
to their patelships, and the Rajah of Dhar is now urging his claims to be 
admitted in perpetuity rather than be restricted to a thirty years’ grant, 
which has been tendered to him of the patailee of Kotah his native vil- 
lage. Since however this subject will be separately brought under con- 
sideration at a future period, 1 do not think it necessary to enlarge on it 
here, but I must say that I should be sorry to see the influence and res- 
ponsibility of the Patel broken up and destroyed by any sub-division of 
shares in the definition of created rights. 


16. I had an opportunity in March last to see many of the works 
executed by Captain French, and to be able to collect much valuable in- 
formation during my tour with that officer, and I can safely say that both 
judgment and economy have been greatly exhibited by Captan French, 
and that there is every prospect of his expectations being lealized. 

• FF 
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17. It is my hope yet to make our administration of Nimar a pat- 
tern to surrounding states ; to bring its condition to that pitch which 
will permit me to draw the attention of the several native courts and 
chiefs with whom I am in constant communication, to it, with some feel- 
ing of gratification at the example held out. Through the indefatigable 
exertions of Captain French much has been done, and the basis laid for 
much more, which a steady perseverance in a systematic and well diges- 
ted scheme of operation will doubtless greatly accomplish. My best atten- 
tion shall continue to be devoted to the consideration of alt plans con- 
nected with the improvement and advance of this province. I only 
trust that the exertions of Captain French as far as they have gone, 
will be deemed such as to obtain for him the approbation of Govern- 
meiit 


18. The roads which have been opened out have already been most 
beneficial, others have been designed with a view to facilitate traffic 
both internal and external. The removal of transit duties has put an end 
to vexatious interference with travellers ; but 1 doubt whether this might 
not have been attained by a well digested scheme of tolls and duties at 
frontier or fixed posts, the receipts from which woidd have formed a 
fund for the repair of roads, construction of bridges, and other works 
connected with the case and comforts of travellers and merchants. 

19. With reference to Captain French’s remarks as to the cost of 
prisoners, I must observe that it has been the practice to send prisoners 
sentenced by the Resident for dacoitecs, plundering, thuggee, &c. to the 
jail at Mundlaisir, previous to their removal to Agra where they have to 
undergo their sentences, there being no suitable jail at Indore : but I 
will arrange so that this practice be discontinued, as I cannot recom- 
mend or support any such scheme for the employment of prisoners at 
Mundlaisir as that proposed in para. 49. 

20. The question of the Nimar Horse is now before the Governor 
General of India; it is a body ofa])urely political character, but its. remo- 
delling has been proposed, and should the arrangements suggested be 
sanctioned by the Government of India, the charge on this account will 
not appear in the shape it has hitherto, as solely against the revenues 
of the Nimar district. 
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21. In concluding this report on the province, I may mention that 
Lieutenant Lvans, Deputy Bhccl Agent, is now occupied on making a 
survey and passage of the Nerbudda, no European having ever attemp- 
ted it during the rains when the river is full. I have no hopes of the 
river being navigable or capable of being so made even at an enormous 
expense on account of locks and dams, its greatest registered rise height 
at Mundlaisir is 72 feet, but it is possible that coal which has been 
found *bout 40 miles from its banks in the Satpoora range may be float- 
ed down on rafts, and by being transhipped at the falls, conveyed to 
Baroche so as to be available for the Bombay steamers. 


Experiment on Coal sent by II. N. C. Hamilton, Esq., to 
Hombay, made in the dock-yard engine on the 2Sth May 1847. 



(Jovt. 

Neibudda 


Coal. 

Coal. 


minutes. 

minulcs. 

Tune in getting up steam, 

00 

50 


lbs. 

lbs. 

Coal consumed, 

50 

77 


32 gallons. 

37 gallona. 

Time in evaporating 

[30 minutes. 

30 minutcb. 


1 lbs. 

lbs. 

Coal eontumed, 

' 32 

34 


(Sd) H, OLIVER, 

Superintendent /. N, 


22. I have noted in the 
margin a report on the trial, 
at the dock yard, of two cart 
loads I sent to Bombay in 
April last, the result is very 
encouraging and it is worth 
the experiment now intrusted 
to Lieutenant Evans, for 
Bombay at present is wholly 
dependant on England for 
its coal. 


23. Captain French adverts to the possible introduction of railroads. 
I can only repeat an often recorded opinion that the introduction of this 
rapid means of inter-communication is daily becoming more politically 
and commercially imperative, and must sooner or later be carried into 
effect. Every month’s delay I look upon as a vast sacrifice of capital, 
and a hindrance to the prosperity and to the development of this 
country. 


24. The Bombay line will pass by Asseerghur, to the Nerbudda, and 
within a short distance of the coal forests. 


Indore Residency, 1 
the 9th August 1847./ 


I have the honor to be, &c., 

R. N. C. HAMILTON, 

Resident, 


ep2 
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From 


To 


No. 88 of 1847. 

Capt. P. T. French, 

Political Assistant in Nimar. 

R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 


Camp Poonassa, \9th April 1847 . 


Sir, 

When lately at Attocle Kusba, I investigated a charge against 
the Mahalkurree and Karkoon of that pergunnah, of depriving a patel 
of his berth and placing another man in his situation. The charge was 
proved and the criminals sentenced to imprisonment. 

2. I also made thejnmmabundee of the district. The villages are all 
Khalsa, but a plough rate of 5 Rs. the plough, generally prevails in lieu 
of a Bigotec one. The ploughs are this year on half, and will next year be 
on full jumma, but as the people are generally Bheels, Cxoands, Bhelalas 
or Purdcssees, that usually flee when their land is coming on full jumma, 
after pondering over the matter, I gave out some (five I think) leases of 
villages securing the full jumma in the coming year, with a slight in- 
crease in future ones, for 20 years, to their respective patels at their re- 
quest. 


3. This measure I should have sought your authority for, had there 
been time to procure it, so as to enable me to issue the kowls while at 
Attode. It is however a small matter, for the whole pergunnah yields 
under .500 Rs. a year. In fact as to poverty and to peculiarity of inhabi- 
tants, pergunnahs Sylanee. Moondee, Poonassa and Attode are pretty 
much on a par. In these four pergunnahs I beg for your sanction to 
granting leases of villages to their patel for 20 years on a fixed sum for 
each year as done at Attode, leaving to the leaseholder the full advan- 
tages of his exertions beyond the sum fixed. Former leases only gave 
him a percentage on the increased cultivation his exertions begat. 
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4. It seems to me that we must trust to getting these four Oojar 
pergunnahs somewhat “ Abad,” to stirring men of the cultivating classes, 
more than to the exertions of Brahmin Mahalkurrees or Karkoons. I 
therefore propose for your consideration, paying the Mahalkurrees’ salary 
(30 Rs.) to two or more stirring patcls who will bring recruits for the 
plough from Malwa and other parts where they can be spared. 

If this be attended with good results the appointment of Mahal- 
kurree may after a year or so be abolished, and the salary be saved, I beg 
favorably to recommend the idea. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

P. T. FRENCH, 

Niimr Agency, Camp PoonasMt, Political Assistant in Nitnar. 

theldth April 1847. 


Prom 


To 


No. 89 of 1847. 

Capt. P. 1'. French, 

Political Assistant in Nimar. 


R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 


Sir, 


t'uwp Mouudec, the 21s^ Aprtl IHIT. 


The revenue this year in British Nimar from well watered land 
where the rate is above 3 Rs. per beegah, 

* That IS, R.s. 027 is the sum paid above ^ 

uhat would beon the present lands, werethey IS 627 lls. * <111(1 tllis is inaillly ill thC IVllSni- 
asM-ssed at d Rupees the beegah , , /. i , 

Wild pergimnah. 1 hat of the same des- 
cription in Scindiah’s Nimar, ^I am as yet unable to state, but of course 
it is much more. 


2. I shall in June or July be enabled to lay before you full informa- 
tion on this subject, but in the meantime I beg to propose that the high- 
est rate of “ Motustul” or land watered from a well, be 3 Rs. the beegah, 
such is the highest rate in Khandeish, where I recollect it was 5 Rs. some 
ten years back. 
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The reduction proposed is of course to have effect in the coming and 
not this Sumbut year. 

3. The public works in the past and present years have given the 
country, or will do so at least, a good number of reservoirs, allording 
strong hope to the cultivator of some return, be he at the expense of sink- 
ing or repairing a well. A crop from irrigated land amounts to nearly a 
certainty, while khurreef crops are nearly the reverse. This year on the 
close of the rains all that can be, will be, done to make-thc village bunds 
up to the wet nullahs in their vicinity, so as to afford an additional supply 
of water. 

4. By now intimating that the rates on well-watered laud will be re- 
duced to 3 Rs. the beegah, many will reserve their land for rubbee, re- 
pairing wells, &c. See. instead of trusting to the uncertain khurreef; and 
thus I anticipate the reduction in the rate being nearly met in Sumbut 4, 
and more so in coming years by khurreef lands being converted into rub- 
bee. Much might be said in favor of the project, but with which you are 
already acquainted. Land directly watered from a tank by a canal has 
no reference to the above of course. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

P. T. FRENCH, 

Political Assistant in Nimar, 

Nimar Agency, Camp Moondee, 
the 2lst of April 1847. 


No. 60 of 1847. 


From 


To 


Capt. P. T. French, 

Political Assistant in Nimar. 

R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 


Mundlaisir, lOfA July 1847. 


Sir, 


I now propose proceeding with my jummabundee and gene- 
ral report on Nimar, for the year 1816-47, Sumbut 1903, and beg to take 
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this early opportunity of expressing regret that I should have been un- 
derstood by His Honor the Lieutenant Governor to have in my former 
report made any strictures on my predecessors. It was my intention to 
have shewn that your predecessors, and not mine, were mainly the cause 
of this province being in the state I described it. 

2. With regard to the revenue of the year under review, the accom- 
panying return. No. 22, will be found, 1 hope, on a little study, to convey 
a clear view of it in all its bearings. The season on the whole was good ; 
but in the Asseer pergunnah much injury was done to the rubbee by 
cold, and the cultivator was rewarded by high prices, while the reduc- 
tions made in the land tax of Khalsa villages, and there being no outstand- 
ing balance of former years to make up, he in a great measure recovered 
the prosperity lost in the two previous very bad seasons. That great 
work, the Simrole ghaut, proved of essential use in inviting the traders of 
Malwa to resort in unusual numbers to Niinar for the purchase of grain. 
While the tanks and suraees made and repaired in the previous year, and 
those in hand in this, with other measures of amelioration, gave the ryot 
and people in general, confidence now, and hope in the future. 

3. Without further preface, I now beg your attention to return No. 
22. In the Sumbut year 1902 when all the villages were in lease the 
pucca juminabundce was 

British, Rs. 40,899 14 0 

Scindiah, „ 1,31,407 l.'j 0 

Total, .. Rs. 1,78,307 13 0 

That of this year is 00,673 British, . . Rs. 4.'5,080 7 0 

Scindiah, 1,24,614 13 6 

Total,.. Rs. 1,09,701 4 0 

All of which has been paid, minus (and for 
which I beg authority for writing off" column 27,) 1,.538 15 3 

Land revenue of Sumbut 1903 paid, .. Rs. 1,68,162 5 3 

Column ej gives the average cash payments 
of the past seven years at Rs 1,24,750-13-6, so that 
the actual increase in cash after deducting the 
outstanding, is Rupees, 43,411 7 9 
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in the present, on the average of the past seven years paid to Govern- 
ment. But to this should be added payments from the collections not 
made in those years, as follows ; 

Columns 50 and 51. To Mundlooes of Kanapoor 

and Burreeah, their huqs restored Rs. 694 1 7 

da‘tefflth"Apru and the five per cent, on Sirkar’s 

huqs to patels in Khalsa villages, 
column 52, 6,325 8 3 

Total increase of receipts on past year, Rs. 50,431 1 7 

4. The Ijara junimabundee of Sumbut 1902, 

was given above, Rs. 1,78,307 13 0 

That of Sumbut 1903, minus tlie outstand- 
ing, at . . . . Rs. 1 ,68, 1 62 5 3 

Paid Mundlooes, . . . . 694 1 7 

Patels of Khalsa villages, 6,325 8 3 1,75,181 15 1 

Difference between Sumbut 1902 and 3, . . Rs. 3,125 13 11 

5. The above will be thouglit, I hope, very favorable, giving as it does 
an increase of actiud receipts on the past seven years of Rs. 43,4 1 1 or of 
Rs. 51,431 counting huqs restored. But it will bethought yet more 
favorable, when it is borne in mind that it leaves no debt hanging over the 
industry of the ryot in the coming season. That as far as the 315 Khalsa 
villages (column 3) are concerned, it refers only to land actually under 
cultivation (all other land having been struck off', ) and considering that the 
assessment has been made by apnnehayutofthe neighbouring patels and 
ryots in the presence of each cultivator whose field is borne on the return. 

6. It will also be seen that in addition to the rent of land, Tuccavee 
to the amount of Rs. 23,890-6-3 (columns 1, 2, 8 to 31) has been repaid, 
so that there is neither an outstanding balance, nor interest on advances 
to draw on the produce of the plough this year. Many however did borrow 
of Sahookars, paying with interest grain for grain, and this as the prices 
were at the receiving and repaying time, proved cheaper than loans of 
tuccavee, as the money borrowed fetched but few measures of grain, 
while when the prices fell, many had to be disposed of to realise the 
tuccavee. 
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7. I beg your attention to the contents of the columns under the 
headings “Khalsa villages” ; from them the cause of increase and decrease 
in every way will be seen. They represent matters as they are, contain- 
ing the land only under the plough: column 5 shews that IGjOtO beegahs 
in Abad villages have been struck off. Hitherto they, though waste or 
“purrit” paid rent in good seasons, thereby making a fearful inroad on the 
produce of land actually in cultivation (for all the villages were in Ijara), 
and in bad or indifferent ones, the whole rent of “ purrit” was re- 
mitted. Thus the jummabundee was fictitious. Column 9 gives a loss of 
Rs. 2,035 by rubbee being converted into khurreef, but in the year the 
increase in this particular will more than counterbalance this loss, I be- 
lieve. 

8. I shall not further refer to this portion of the return, as an 
half-hour’s study will suffice, and not, I hope, be denied it. To fully 
dilate on the subject, 'would fill this report with figures. 

9. The outstanding tuccavee is all recoverable. The main portion 
of it was given out in March and April, these advances were made from 
the amount and do not appear in the accounts sent to the Audit office. 
I therefore beg authority for entering the sum now remaining outstand- 
ing in my annual accounts, viz, Rs. 7,960-12, column 32. This sum shall 
be collected before the land rent. 

10. Column 31 shows that nearly 2000 Rs. have been advanced for 
new, that is tiled houses, and column 80 that there are nearly 8000 tiled 
houses in the province. The return to be prepared in the coming year 
will, I hope, contain a great accession to this number, for vast losses are 
sustained through fire, and nothing tends more to retain a cultivator in 
his village than a snug tiled house. 

11. This return contains some interesting information : (Column 69,) 
that there are still in the province 842 villages totally deserted; 
(column 75,) that we lost by cholera in the year 1903 upwards of 1000 
of our very thin population, and, (column 78,) that nearly 20,000 man- 
go and mowah trees were destroyed by the drought of the two previ- 
ous years. 

GO 
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12. Columns 76 and 77 shew that 7 men and 754 head of cattle were 
in the same period killed by tigers, and, notwithstanding the handsome 
reward for the destruction of those beasts, that but Rs. 2,225 were gran- 
ted, column 81. 

18. The reward for killing a full grown tiger is 60 Rs., a large sum 
truly, yet be the 754 head of cattle taken, one with another, at a valua- 
tion of 20 Rs. each, the loss sustained by the owners is 15,080 Rs. and 
the estimate per head is no exaggeration. 

14. It will be seen by columns 79 and 80, that we have 2,290 wells at 
work, and 2,568 unemployed ; but I am strong of hope, that there will be 
a great increase to the former number, and to irrigation by canals or 
pats in the next return, for the tank made in the past year will come 
into operation, because we have now in most villages, patels whose in- 
come and respectability mainly depend on zeal in* their office, especially 
in bunding up the rivulets that run in the vicinity, by the hands of the 

whole village, but mainly because of a late reduction, ♦ • 
N(**^cr 9 raatcd 'sTd making 8 Rs. the maximum rate per beegah on land wa- 
tered from wells. 

15. From a note to Appendix B. it will be seen that the rent on well- 
watered land, rated above 8 Rs. the beegah, is Rs. 8,230-15-6, a sum that 
I count on being more than met by increased irrigation, be the season 
tolerable. A good year would put the matter beyond doubt ; but with our 
many tanks and the number of little streams 1 count on being bunded 
through the instrumentality of the patels, even a tolerable one will meet 
the wants of well-irrigation in a great degree. 

16. In Khandeish, where the Khalsa system only is known, 8 Rupees 
is now the highest rate on well-watered land. It and all rates were 
much higher a few years back than they now are^ but at last the worse 
than folly of a fictitious jummabundee with its concomitants and outstand- 
ing balance and remissions in bad seasons, a good one leaving little to 
the ryot, were duly appreciated, and the sum of 3 Rs. fixed as the maxi- 
mum on well-watered land. 

17. Appendix B. of this return No. 22, 1 now solicit your attention 
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to. Columns 4 to 19 in the body of the return give the cause of increase 
and decrease in revenue, and here will be seen at one view, the Bigotee 
rates of the past year, Sumbut 1903, under each head. 

18. The canal or pat irrigation this season we hope to extend. The 
highest rate levied is 6 Rupees, but a litile lower down the column, you 
observe that well-watered laud paid as iiighasS Rs. the beegah, and that 
down to the 4 Rs. the extent of irrigation is small indeed. 

19. The reduction to 3 Rs. as a maximum rate per beegah before 
noticed, must inevitably, in coming years, lead to all the now unworked 
wells being repaired. It was not altogether a paucity of population that 
prevented those wells being worked. The operating cause was the land 
rent and the absence of reservoirs to feed the wells. The former is now 
removed, and towards the removal of the latter very much has been done. 

20. The high rates that head the khurreef land return arc on fields 
that yield rice and wheat * without being artificially watered: these high 
rates may with advantage be lowered at the next settlement. 

21. Then follows land that will, if the cultivators all remain, come 
in full jumma this year; and then plough rates. These latter are mainly 
in Sylanee, Poonassa, Attode, Moondee, Rhamghur and Pecplode per- 
gunnahs ; all fine districts ; but very scantily populated and chiefly by 
Bhilalas, Bheels, Purdesees, and Goonds, all fickle and unsteady races, as 
well as very indifferent cultivators ; but it is hoped that the roads being 
made through, and the suracs and avcIIs in their localities, will do much 
to attach them to the soil. When it can be, they shall also on security get 
advances for tiled houses, with the same intent. 

22. In the pergunnahs just flamed, I beg for authority to giving 
villages in lease to their respective patels, on a slightly increasing rent 
for 20 years, as suggested in my letter No. 88, dated 19th April last. It 
will be long before these pergunnahs are flourishing, unless indeed the 
projected railroad is made, it would run through or near all. 

23. The Moondhundee rates next follow in this Appendix. They 


* Wheat is a Rubbcc crop. 
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are fields on fixed rates, granted by former Governments as a favor, at 
what was then considered low rates, but which are now the reverse. On 
our assuming the government of the country considerable reductions 
were made in the Moond rent, yet they are still high in some places. 

24'. Pugrus lands conclude this Appendix. Pugrus or Istawa 
means land taken up rent-free for three or four years, then coming on 
half, and the next year on full jumma. The system is very objection- 
able, from its tending to perpetuate the roving habits ofthe tribes named 
a little back, but it is the system of the neighbouring states, and it may 
not be altogether departed from. I have been endeavouring to intro- 
duce rent-free one year, and a next to nominal rent the second, increas- 
ing imperceptibly almost to the full jumma. But this, like all else, must 
take years to be of much avail. I have now done with return No. 22. 

25. The land assessment this year, it will be recollected, is the 
first made on the Khalsa system ; many instances of interruption tended 
to create some haste and confusion, but any errors there may be will on 
the coming settlement be removed, and in the interim the ryot has the 
benefit of them. Many of our amils, and karkoons were new to the work, 
and all had in addition tanks, suracs, roads, &c. &c. to look to. We are 
now I hope better able, in every sense, to make an equitable settlement. 

20. The fields were, each in presence of the cultivator, measured 
by a karkoon and assessed by a punchayet of the neighbouring patels, 
&c. See. They fought and talked of course much in the usual noisy but 
harmless manner, and in the great majority of cases, settled the rate per 
beegah amicably. Any non-contents laid their cases before the amil, and 
if he could not settle the differences they were referred to me, when the 
whole village came to me at the Roogwat or final settlement time. 
This began in November. I had a roll in English of the ryots, the vari- 
ous sorts of land, with extent and rates, each held in cultivation. This 
was gone over man by man in presence of his patel and putwarec, as 
well as the punch that fixed his rent. All complaints were then heard, 
and if of over-assessment, the punch was referred to, and a fresh investi- 
gation was ordered, when it appeared on reference to the patel and 
fellow villagers of the complainant, that it was called for. If of over- 
measurement, the laud was re-measured, and every encouragement was 
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given the ryots to look well to their own interests. Many of them in 
person by paces tested the karkoon’s measurement ; but the great 
majority forgot how many beegahs they held in rent. Some too, from a 
strange perverseness would say “Ask the putwaree,” although they well 
knew the number of their beegahs and biswas. While the Roogwat 
was being made, each man told how much he had received in tuccavee ; 
the amount and the portion of his rent paid: they produced their 
little powtees or receipts, and were, over and over, told to ascertain that 
the full sum was entered. 

27. This being over, an hour’s conversation with the community 
generally followed, as to the capabilities, &c. &c. of the village ; what could 
be done for its improvement in regard to future assessments, tanks, 
wells, &c. &c. An entry was made in the jummabundee book, of the 
number of wells working and the reverse in the lands of the village, the 
amount of waste land, &c. &c. while care was taken by attention to 
the patel, to restore him to the place and consideration lost through 
an Ijara system, with the very mqny points which such an interview 
naturally suggests. 

28. This process having been gone through with each village, a day 
was fixed on for all the patels and putwarecs, with such of their respective 
villagers as they chose to bring, assembling in my tent, in presence of the 
amil and zemindars (mundlooes and canoongoe) of the pergunnah. This 
day was devoted to conversation. All that Government had done in the 
past year in the remission of outstanding balances ; the construction of 
tanks, weirs, roads, wells and suraes ; the abolition of transit duties 
and many vexatious taxes, &c. &c. were duly and often brought before 
the assembly. The patels were told that if the lands they held free 
when we came, were attached, they now enjoyed five per cent, on the 
sirkar’s huqs, with waste land to the value of 25 Rs. and that very 
much would be expected of them as police officers in apprehending 
thieves, as revenue officers in increasing cultivation, and generally, as the 
head men of their localities, in keeping people in good humour, bringing 
to the notice of the amil, the zemindars, or myself, aught that would 
tend to the benefit of the subject. To prevent being not understood by 
all, some intelligent patel was made to repeat what I said. The good 
deeds of Goverument having been thus made the most of, the assembly 
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was invited to offer any suggestions it liked. That done and talked over 
my schemes for the future were expounded and advice sought. The 
day concluded by paun, sooparee — and all went home, 

29. These prosy descriptive paras, may for on(^ be pardoned. 
They tell how we proceeded, and my view of the best mode of action in 
the case. The conferences with the patels were very amusing and ins- 
tructive as to the native character, their hopes and wishes as cultivators. 
Such interviews when there is good-will on both sides are not soon for- 
gotten. I had to detail a long string of benevolent deeds by my Govern- 
ment for the benefit of my hearers, feeling certain of carrying out any 
feasible suggestion they might make. The favorable impression is, I 
hope, mutual. 

30. I made the jummabundee of pergunnahs Kusrawud, Kanapoor, 
Burreeah, Durgaum, Burwye, Sylanec, Poonassa, Attode and Moondee. 
The native Deputy Collector who resides at Khundwah, of the remainder, 
but of those two 1 had the patels, &c. &c, in, and had interviews as above 
described. 

31. The importance of the patel as a police and revenue officer, as 
well as headman in the village community, in this and the southern parts 
of India, is not, I humbly submit, sufficiently appreciated by Ilis Honor 
the Lieutenant Governor N. W. P., judging at least by Mr. Secretary 
Thornton's communication of the 8th ultimo. No. 2416, para. 18. 
That letter I shall reply to, some months hence, when stating the result 
of my endeavours to introduce the System it adverts to. In the mean- 
time I am of opinion that, constituted as the village communities are 
here and all to the southward, I see not how under any circumstances 
this important officer can be dispensed with. He is the hereditary re- 
venue and police officer, the general referee, and in fact the ^^ma-bap” 
of the village. No officer is more respected by a native Government 
than the Pateljee, and the office is even now in name held by Holkar, 
Scindiah and other Princes of Deccan origin. 

32. It has been mentioned that through some strange misapprehen- 
sion all the lands held rent-free by the patels or claimed by them were 
on our advent resumed, or rather confiscated, on the perhaps true impres- 
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sion that they held more than was their due. Rules and principles strange 
and unsuited to the genius of the people were introduced, and the here- 
ditary patel, instead of acting as chief of his village on behalf of ruler 
End ruled, was put aside, deprived of authority and income, to be replaced 
by a lease-holder without the prestige of birth and its countless accom- 
paniments, in most countries among the ignorant, while his profits were 
not regulated by any regard for the place or people. 

33. In the Deccan and Khandeish the patels’ huqs are far greater 
than . the percentage sanctioned here, because there they have Chiller 
kurch. Gaum kurch, &c. and besides a percentage which in Khandeish is 

5 per cent, on villages yielding Rs. 500 revenue. 

2|.. do. .. do. from 500 to 1000 „ 

2 . . do. . . do. 1000 to 2000 „ 

1 . do. . . do. 2000 to 3000 „ 

1 . . do. . . do. 3000 to 4000 „ 

and on all above, 4^ per cent. 

34. It is re((uisite that some provision be made for the putwarees. 
Here they have merely a plough rate, but returns of income are being 
prepared and will ere long be laid before you. In the meantime I may 
record that in the neighbouring provinces of Khandeish, putwarees are 
allowed as follows : 

5 per cent on villages producing Rs. 1000 revenue. 

*4 . . do. . . do. from 1000 to 2000 „ 

3 . . do. . . do. 2000 to 3000 „ 

2 . . do. . . do. 3000 to 4000 „ 

and one per cent, on all above. The putwaree like the patel in many 
places suffered by the Ijara system. He was put aside by the lease- 
holder and Government confiscated all the land be held, rightly or other- 
wise. 

35. I now solicit your attention to return No. 23 of statistical tables. 
It shews that in the past official year, Sumbut 1903, fifty-eight weirs and 
tanks have been made or repaired at an outlay by the British Govern- 
ment of Rs. 11,318, and by the Durbars of Indore and Gwalior, of Rs. 
11,585 and 9,000 respectively, which added to 47 similar works by the 
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three Governments in the previous seasons, gives a total of 105 tanks and 
weirs costing Rs. 69,958-5 in two years. 

36. The great majority of these works, as the cost of making or re- 
pairing denotes, is small, yet the least sized of them is of the utmost im- 
portance to its locality, absorbing in the four months of the rainy season 
a large body of water and thereby through percolation feeding the wells 
in the vicinity. On the other hand, some, though now repaired for a few 
hundred rupees, must originally have cost thousands. The great Bur- 
reeah tank or lake (No. 4 in last year’s return) which was repaired for 
5,000 Rs. must in the original construction have cost five times the en- 
tire sum spent by the three Governments in the past two years on all 
their tanks and weirs. When engaged in the rejihir of that work last year, 
we had in the month of May to dig for drinking water in its bed, but 
six weeks after, the water in it though not within three feet of the top 
of the escapement, extended over a circumference of 3 miles, being very 
deep too, and being enough, if not replenished, for two years. 

37. The tanks made last year have as yet made little direct return. 
We did not allow any of them to fill. The usual closing showers of the 
monsoons we had not, and the soil was parched by the two previous in- 
different seasons; none of them burst and all have been repaired. Those 
made this year arc of course, as yet nearly dry, but one has burst, Kiralla, 
No. 35 of this return. It was a bund I had great suspicion of. 

38. Many of the small tanks were repair^ through the patels of 
their villages, Government paying, and the work was cheaper than if a 
karkoon had been on the spot to defray the daily outlay. All the bunds arc 
cutcha, of earth well rammed by elephants and the work-people passing 
over them. The mounds were raised by baskets or kowree-work, and 
before breaking up my camp on returning to this on the 22nd May last 
I saw the progress made in each. I am strong of hope that all will stand 
this monsoon, though there are two or three I am suspicious of. 

• 

39- The sum of nearly 70,000 rupees expended On tanks (including 
the outlay by Holkar) in two years though large is all so spent. It will be 
•well to again state that in the past 26 years of our rule of British or 
Scindiah Nimar, (I may here also remind you that in the years previous to 
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Sumbut 1903, A. D. 1846-47 the remissions in the former were Rupee 
84,639, and in the latter 2,24,816 on account of drought, that is, there wa 
but one year in which no emissions were granted; there was no reproduc 
tive outlay, and here I give the consequences ; but a few more years liki 
the two past, of investment by Government of capital in and weirs 
will enable the province of Nimar to raise its head and double it 
revenue. 


41. The next point to be noticed in this No. 23 return, is the erec 
tion of 38 ne*v suiaes on the chief road, and in the principal villages bi 
the three Governments and private individuals, costing Rs. 11,733-13-10 
which, with those of last season, gives a total of 59 new suraes at an out 
lay of Ks. 17,867-1-5; erected between April 1845 and the present time 

42. The return No. 19, of suraes built in 1845-46, gave but thre< 
erected by private individuals, but here you will see a vast improvement 
for in many instances the village community, at their sole cost, raisec 
up a surae. In other cases it added to the sum granted by Government 
and six have been made by as many public-spirited characters. 

43. In the hope of further encouraging this spirit as well as to make 
all in the districts well versed on that score, a translation into Uindce 
pasted on cloth, will be hung up in each pergunnah cutcherry, of this 
return, and also of the jummabundee. Last year this was done of the 
public work return only. 

44. The last point to be noticed in this statement is the subscrip- 
tion raised for making a cart road from Burwye (near and north of the 
river,) to Oonkar Mandhatha, a place resorted to by Hindoos from all 
parts of India, and where a great fair is held in November annually, 
besides three minor ones. Our aspirations were first very small, indeed, 
not extending beyond cutting a clear road through the jungle, and re- 
moving the stones from it. But great success has attended the undertak- 
ing and the result, will be very great eventual benefit to Nimar, for our 
funds enabled us not only to carry out the views of the subscribers, but 
to make the various roads, clearances, wells, &c. &c. given in the table 
of outlay, and they are all in a commercial point of view of moment to 
the province, b4ing on the high road from Khandeish, through Asseerghur 

HH 
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to Malwa via Burwye, so that the devotee and trader alike benefit by the 
gifts of the devout llindoo subscribers. 

45. I have now done with these returns, and may take this oppor- 
tunity of saying, with reference to Colonel Sutherland’s notes of a tour 
through Nimar in 1836-37, that were that officer (under whom I had the 
honor to serve in Rajpootana) to now revisit this province, he would see 
a great change for the better, though to my conception he reviewed its 
condition then in too favorable a light. He would see a people in a great 
measure taxed by themselves, a good cart-road made up the then nearly 
impassable Simrole Ghat. He would ride over the then very bad little 
“Kuttee Pass” near Asseerghur, without being aware of the difficulties 
it once presented. He w'ould see that the worst piece of road from Bombay 
to Agra probably, thcTt from Boorhanpoor to Asseerghur. was being made 
a good commercial way ; that there are no difficulties for the trader or 
traveller on the whole line from the last named city to Malwa, and that 
in almost every village on it, will be found a good surae with a plentiful 
supply of water at hand. He would find too that now each year revenue 
stands on its own merits, and that the farmer’s industry was not blighted by 
a recollection of an outstanding balance against him ; that the rates have 
been reduced and no kist demanded until the produce of the farm was 
ready for the market, 'riie 105 tanks and weirs then unmade or in disre- 
pair arc now ready to perform their allotted task ; tliat 59 new suraes 
have come into existence since then ; that some new bazars have been 
established, all transit duties abolished, and that by reducing the rate 
on well-watered land, that best of all irrigation is being much encouraged. 
He would see along the main roads new tiled stables for police horsemen ; 
the establishments of districts increased to the point of efficiency nearly, 
in number and s.dary; and in the office of eacli amil he would find nearly 
all the above detailed in a map in the language of the country, hanging 
beside Tassin’s map of India in Hindee. He would learn that the Euro- 
pean establishm jiit has been increased to the strength of former years, 
and that no longer was the sole officer in a province of 4000 square miles, 
obliged to leave his <luties in the district and repair to head quarters 
to despatch monthly accounts ; and he would learn- with pleasure how 
much of this was due to you. 

46. This summary of all that has been done I should apologise for. 
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but I am sure yourself and the Lieutenant Governor will derive pleasure 
from perusing the detail. 

47. With a good season, as might be expected, there has been a de- 
crease of crime, though, as noted in my last report, I have never known a 
place in which there is so little as Nimar. The people are very simple 
and easily managed, but devoid of enterprise, slow at adopting improve- 
ments but little addicted to robbery. 

48. The prisoners here and in the districts (in No. 170) are chiefly 
from Malwa, there being but 28 of the whole Nimarees. The jail is a 
general government one, and to it criminals are sent from Mhow, Indore, 
Bhopawur and Mehidporc on account of crime committed in Malwa. The 
cost of the keep of all such foreigners now falls on the British Govern- 
ment, a fact worth mentioning, should any finance committee ever sit and 
count up the cost of N imar to Government. 

49. Prisoners sentenced to hard labor cost here at least more than 
the work repays; the bill for Burkundazes alone being generally 125 lls. 
per month. I therefore beg to propose the erection of a large shed and 
enclosure outside but adjoining the jail, and therein working the prisoners 
at any trade they know or we can teach them. The cost of the building 
will be about 3000 Rs. and an allowance of 30 Rs. per month will be 
required for instructors in handicraft. This arrangement will in less 
than two years repay the cost of the building, even should the prisoners’ 
work make no return, for the Burkundaze charge may then be discon- 
tinued. 

50. But the non-employment of prisoners on the road will also facili- 
tate the reduction of the police horse of Nimar, of wnom some 12 or 14 are 
now daily with the convicts when so employed, provided the detachment of 
the 5th Irregular Cavalry serving here, is increased to its former strength, 
for it would not do to have the place denuded of horse in toto. 

51. The detachment of 5th Irregular Cavalry may perhaps be increas- 
ed to its original strength, one resallah, and in that case a reduction of 30 
of the mounted constabulary force of the province may be made, which, 
as each horseman receives 20 Rs. salary, would be attended with an an- 

iiii 2 
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nual saving of 7,200 Rs. The 80 horses that I say might be reduced, 
includes Kesra Naicks 3, and Gosayn Naicks, one horse. They reside in 
Holkar’s country and if not transferred to His Highness, might perhaps be 
sent to the customs receipts on the Scindwah and Ukbarpoor road near 
which they are serving. This would make the reduction in numbers of 
those now available, 26 horse. 

52. Should these men be discharged, I hope some consideration 
will be extended and a gratuity granted them. 

33. As much of the outlay and increase of establishments noted in - 
former paras, originated with me, I feel bound in duty to state where 
reductions may reasonably be made. Already the detachment of Regular 
Infantry here has been reduced from two companies to a Soobadar’s 
party, that at Khundwah from a Subadar’s to a Havildar’s, and that at 
Buhadurpore from a Lieutenant’s to a Havildar’s. 

m. In conclusion I beg to state that we have now pluviameters to 
gauge the fall of rain at each amil’s thanah, and to express a hope that your 
endeavours in behalf of the repair of the long-neglected, but very impor- 
tant Pass of Adjunta, may be attended with success, and to solicit Rs. 500 
for the purchase of books for our schools. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

P. T. FRENCH, Capt. 

Nimar Agency, Political Assistant in Nimar. 

Mimdlaisir, the 10/A July ISIT. 

(True Copy) 

W. F. EDEN, 

First Assistafit to Resident. 
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"Kusrawud, .. 

31,508 

2 

0 

22,673 

14 

25,759 

14 

0 



2,129 

1 

1,464 7 0 

Mundlaisir, .. 

2,032 

14 

0 

1,336 

11 

2,032 

14 

0 


.. 

71 

19 

60 2 0 

Kanapoor, . . 

7,705 

11 

0 

8,316 

9 

7,705 

11 

0 

.. 


1,248 

0 

835 13 6 

^ Burrcca 

8,160 

15 

6 

9,207 

15 

8,166 

15 

6 



1,347 

9 

1,023 3 0 

17 Villages, . . 
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12 

0 

2,474 

10 
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4 

0 

.. 

•• 

19 

10 

25 0 0 

Nagaun, 

574 

8 

0 

600 

13 

574 

8 

0 

•• 


36 

8 

22 11 0 

^Chegaun, 

1,346 

4 

0 

760 

n 

1,346 

4 

0 

i 

•• 

12 

0 

12 0 0 

Total, 

53,849 

2 

6 

46,369 

13^ 

46,628 

6 

6 

1 

■ 

4,864 

16 

3,443 4 6 

fKhundwah, .. 

80,222 

3 

0 

86,161 

12J 

54,547 

14 

0 

36 

9 

6,967 

10 

5,572 15 3 

Biirwai, 

15,146 

5 

3 

9,971 

0 

12,749 

9 

6 


756 

2,515 

19 

1,953 8 9 

Dhurgani, 

14,702 

3 

0 

3,756 

16j 

4,438 

3 

9 

•• 


112 

8 

104 14 3 

Syllanee, .. •• 

3,669 

10 

0 

1,293 

2 

1,045 

11 

0 

•• 


290 

0 

137 11 0 

Poonassa, . • 

743 

3 

0 

. . 





• • 


•• 


•• 

^ Attode, 

430 

0 

0 

. . 


^30 

0 

0 

•• 

•• 

•• 


115 0 0 

Moondee, 

3,705 

12 

0 






• • 

•• 

•• 


• • 

Asseer, 

32,329 

7 

0 

7,631 

0 

4,500 

8 

0 

. • 


400 

15 

337 6 6 

Peeplode 

9,073 

3 

0 

9,787 

2Sk 

4,849 

11 

0 

. • 

279 

451 

10 

400 11 0 

Bhanighur, .. 

6,337 

0 

0 

5,204 

01 

2,159 

12 

0 

•• 


447 

12J 

1,292 4 0 

Total, 

1,66,358 

14 

3 

1,23,804 

191 

84,721 

5 

3 

36 

1044 

11,184 14) 

8,814 6 9 

Grand Total, 

2,20,208 

0 

9 

1,70,174 

131 

1,31,349 

11 

9 

36 

1044 

16,049 10) 

12,257 11 8 






No. 22, 

and Scindiah's for S. 1903, A. D. 1846-47. 


239 


VILLAGES 

Revenue and cause of, in Beegas and cash in S. 1903 on that of previous year. 











ti 



ks 

ka 





J ' 

1 

— 

Swamped in Tanks. 


Revenue of. 


j 

By measurement. 


1 

j Revenue of. 



J 

1 

o 

c 

0 

“i 

-J 

01 
-13 

>, 

CQ 



iA 

o 

8 

ja 

3 

e 

o 

k. 

b 

Crops. 


13 

(S 

o 

It 

o» 

c 

fiQ* 

Revenue of. 

Total Beegas thrown up 

Revenue of 



6 





7 



8 



9 


10 


11 


Bg. Bis. 

RS. 

A. 

p. 

Beeg. 

Bis. 

RS. 

A. 

1*. 

KS. 

A. 

p. 

HS. 

A. 

p. 

RS. A. 

R8. 

Bc'Cg. Bib. 

RS. 

A. p. 

5 13 

13 

0 

0 

133 

2 

113 

0 0 

1,041 

11 

0 

31 

15 

0 

. . 

. . 

2,268 4 

2,064 

10 0 

19 19 

24 

0 

0 

14 

8 

20 

6 

0 

5 

2 

0 

. 

. 


3 14 

4 

no 0 

113 

10 0 

IS 11 

9 

14 

9 

74 

5 

72 

9 

0 

528 

15 

3 

99 

5 

6 

‘ 

. . 

1,337 16 

1,546 

10 0 





57 

5 

50 

1 

9 

056 

7 

3 

12 

0 

0 


.. 

1,404 14 

1,741 

12 0 

•• 






•• 



38 

9 0 

. 



. . 

. . 

19 10 

63 

9 0 

•• 


•• 


3 

9 

3 

1 

0 

50 

14 

0 

. 




.. 

39 17 

76 10 0 

•• 


• 


6 

0 

() 

4 

0 

21 

8 

0 

20 

10 

0 



18 0 

03 

6 0 

41 3 

40 

14 

9 

288 

9 

265 

14 

9 

2,316 

2 

6 

163 

14 

6 

3 14 

4 

5,198 2 

0,270 

3 0 

9 0 

9 

0 

0 

1,751 

0 

1,398 

2 

9 

3,‘'52 

14 

3 

1,402 

7 

0 



8,702 10 

12,174 

7 3 

36 18 

60 

10 

0 

165 

17 

204 

A 

3 

1,047 

8 

9 

413 

15 

3 



2,718 14 

4,437 

15 0 





38 

13 

48 

5 

0 

121 

7 6 

19 

3 

7 



151 1 

293 

14 4 





11 

0 

8 

8 

0 

35 

8 

0 

4 

13 

0 



301 0 

186 

8 0 





•• 





20 

0 

0 






•• 

135 

0 0 





2,286 

15 




142 

11 

3 

18 

0 

0 



2,687 10 

498 

1 9 





. . 





336 

6 

0 

8 

0 

0 



451 10 

1,024 

1 0 





•• 





221 

9 

9 

5 

3 

0 



447 12i 

419 

0 9 

45 18 

69 



4,253 

5 

1,661 

4 

0 

5,708 

1 

6 

1,871 

9 

I 

•• 

•• 

15,510 17J 

19,109 

0 1 

87 1 

116 

8 9 

4,541 

14 

1,927 

2 

9 

8,054 

4 

0 

2,035 

8 

4 

3 14 

4 

20,717 lOj 

25^439 

3 1 







Mefmt 



Namei of Pergunnahs. 

Land of Sombnt 1902 in cnltiTatioii 
in S. 1903. 

'i 

0) 

1 

H) 

'V ' , • 

► 

1 

m 


1 

? 

1 

a 

% ' 

1 

12 

13 

14 

British Nimar. 

A 

'^Kusrawud, .. 
Mundlaisir, • . • » 

Kanapoori . • 
Burreea, 

17 Villages, .. 
Nagaun, 

^Chegaun, • • 

Beeg. Bia. 

20,405 9 

1,226 U 

6,978 13 
7,803 1 

2,455 0 

560 16 

1,742 1} 

Rl. A. P. 

23,095 4 0 

1,919 4 0 

6,159 1 0 

6,425 3 6 

978 11 0 

497 14 0 

1,282 14 0 

No. 

• • 

• • 

as. A* 

• • 

• • 

• • 

Beeg. Bis. 

291 3 

42 12 

1,843 14 

738 15 

• 9 

163 5 

164 12} 

ai. 1 . r. 

'81 3 0} 
67 16 0 

817 13 0 

224 12 0 

79 1 0 

71 4 0 

Total, 

_ if ___ 

41,171 11} 

40,358 3 6 

\ • 

■ 

8,244 1} 

1,332 0 9 


^Khundwah, .. 

77,399 2i 

42,373 6 9 

. . 

4 • 

2,351 9} * 

242 13 0 


Burwai, 

7,252 12 

8,311 10 6 

23 15 

5 3 

637 12| 

465 3 3 

«• 

Dhurgam, • • • • 


4,144 5 5 

* • , 


225 16 

54 3 6 

c3 

S 

Syllanee, . . 

992 2 

859 3 0 

. . 


58 0 

'28 0 0 

iz 

Poonassa, 

• - 



• • 

*. 

*• 


I Attode, . . . • . • 

. . 


. . 

• • 

» a 


a 

Moondee, 

. . 

.. 


• • 

• a ^ 

• 

ci 

Asseer, 

4,943 10 

4,002 6 3 

•• u 

• 0 

276 13 

30 4 0 


Pceplode, 

9,335 12| 

3,825 10 0 


• • 

a a 

• 


Bliamghur, . . • • 

4,756 7| 

1,740 11 3 



~ 204 19i 

85 13 0 


Total, 

1,08,285 2} 

65,552 5 2 

23 15 

5 3 

3,756 0| 

866 4 9 


Grand Total, . . « * 

1,49,456 13| 

1,05,910 8 8 

23 IS 

5 3 

6,999 2} ' 

,a,iw 5« 



























(eotUinued.) 
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VILLAGES. 

Revenue and cause of in beegahs and cash In Sunibut 1903 on that of previous year. 


*3 

g 

0 

s 

41 

6 

Revenue of. 

Khurreef to Rnbbee. 

By Punchayet. 

Lapsed to Government. 

I 

1 

s 

o 

% 

ca 

Pugrus to jumma land. 

Land on batta. 

Tank land. 

Revenue o£ 

. 15 

10 

17 

18 

19 

Beeg, 

Bis. 

R8. A. 

P. 

Uccg. 

Bis. 

RS. A. 

p. 

Bg. Bis. 

1 liS. A. 

RS. 

A. P. 

RS. 

Beeg. Bis. 

RS. A. 

455 

10 

140 6 

0 

46 

10 

355 14 

0 


. . 

.. 


• > 

.. 

• • 

66 

2 

22 12 

0 

435 

10 

0 0 

11 

•• 

t • 

.. 


.. 

.. 

# • 

158 

14 

140 8 

9 

85 

3 

293 14 

9 



27 

9 0 

, , 

17 14 

27 10 

178 

15 

87 6 

0 

89 

7 

367 14 

3 



15 

6 0 


28 3 

63 7 

•• 


•• 


• • 


32 0 

0 

• * 

.. 

16 

15 9' 

. . 

• • 

. . 

33 

8 

30 6 

0 

. . 


15 10 

0 

• • 


, , 


, , 

, , 

• • 

40 

0 

36 8 

0 

10 

0 

•• 


• ♦ 


•• 

1 

•• 

• » 

• • 

932 

9 

457 4 

9 

606 

14 

1,006 0 

0 

•• 

•• 

59 

9 3 

- 

45 17 

81 1 

1,575 

0 

1,510 12 

3 

283 

12 

2,208 15 

3 


• , 

032 

11 0 

• • 


• • 

112 

2 

no 10 

0 

77 

7 

109 7 

6 

8 10 

10 10 

54 

4 0 



• • 

285 

H 

204 9 7 

no 

4 

22 10 

9 

.. 

. . 

. . 





•• 


•• 


•• 


89 9 

1 

0 

•• 

• • 

10 

3 0 




• • 


, , 


1 


, , 




219 

' 0 0 

1 



. . 





1 

• • 


* * 

• • 

17 

0 0 

1 

1 * ’ 



6 

0 

5 0 


7 

8 

194 0 

0 

59 15 


77 

11 9 

1 



. . 


. . 




483 9 

9 


• • 

75 

14 0 



• f 

•• 


• • 


•• 

i 

1 

157 4 

9 

.. . 

• • 

24 

13 0 



• • 

2,278 

6i 

1,830 15 


484 

11 

3,325 15 


68 6 


1,141 

8 9 

105 

•• 

• m 

8,210 15J 

2,288 24 

7 

1,151 

9 

4,391 15 

0 

68 5 

80 10 

1,201 

2 0 

105 

45 17 

81 1 


II 
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Return No. 22j 


Names of Pergunnahs. 

Total increase of beegahs. 

Revenue of. 

Total No. of beegabs under cultiva* 
tion. I 

1 

I 

Total revenue of Sumbut 1903 from 
land in Kbalsa villages. 

1 

No. of Kbalsa villages. 

a eve 
las 

c 

z 

B 

:9 

nue of vil- 
es in IJara. 

% 

% 

1 

eC 

20 

21 


22 

23 

.24 

— 


Bceg. Bis. 

RM. 

A. 

p. 

Bceg. 

3iu. 

Beeg. 

Bis. 

No. 

No. 

RS. A. 


I^Kusrawud, 

74C 13 

624 

1 

6 

21,152 

2 

23,719 

5 

6 

27 




Mundlaisir, .. 

108 14 

517 

0 

0 

1,335 

5 

2,436 

4 

0 

1 


« • 

1 

Kanapoor, . . 

2,020 2 

1,392 

10 

6 

8,998 

15 

7,551 

11 

6 

21 




Burrcca, 

945 13 

837 

15 

0 

8,748 

14 

7,263 

2 

6 

16 

• 0 

• • 

pd 

01 

•X3 

17 Villages,.. 

.. 

48 

15 

9 

2,455 

0 

1,027 

10 

9 

2 

• • 

• • 

CQ 

Nagaun, .. 

196 13 

25 

1 

0 

757 

9 

622 

15 

0 

1 

t • 



^Cliegaun 

204 12 J 

117 

12 

0 

1,946 

14 

1,400 

10 

0 

1 



Total, 

4,222 11 

3,663 

7 

9 

45,393 

19 

44,021 

11 

3 

69 

•• 

•• 


[^Khundwah, . . . . 

4,226 19| 

4,938 

11 

6 

81,626 

H 

47,312 

2 

3 

153 

4 

1,438 2 


Burwai, 

781 19| 

937 

10 

0 

8,034 

111 

9,249 

4 

6 

43 

•• 



Dhurgam, . . ... 

511 Oj 

397 

11 

10 

4,116 

15| 

4,542 

1 

3 

9 

•• 

•• 

<3 

S 

Syllanee, 

58 0 

127 

12 

0 

1,050 

2 

986 

15 

0 

3 

1 

125 

2 

Poonassa, 

• t 

• • 



• • 


• • 



•• 

• • 

•• 

11 

Attodc, . • • • • . 

. . 

249 

0 

0 

• • 


544 

0 

0 

16 

•• 

•• 

_a 

Moondee, 


17 

0 


•• 


17 

0 

0 

1 

•• 


Cl 

CO 

Asseer, 

342 0 

384 

13 

9 

5,285 

18 

4,387 

4 

0 

12 

•• 

•• 


Peeplode, . . 

.. 

559 

7 

9 

9,335 12J 

4,385 

1 

9 

21 

•• 

• t 


i^Bhamghur, . . 

204 19| 

217 

14 

9 

4,961 

n 

1,958 

10 

0 

8 

•• 

•• 


Total, 

6,125 7 

7,830 

1 

7 

1,14,410 

H 

73,382 

6 9 

246 

5 

1,563 2 


Grand Total, 

10,347 HJ 


9 

4 

1,59,804 

8J 

1,17,404 

2 0 

315 

6 

1,563 2 





243 


Revenue of Villages In 
IJara. 

t 

•o 

§ 

O 

a> 

9 

a 

5! 

V 

of 

25 

No. 

ns. 

A. 

3 

5,747 

• t 

4 

• • 

• • 

• • 

1,488 

• • 

• # 

0 

14 

7,235 

4 

81 

24,235 

11 

27 

2,520 

8 

23 

10,350 

9 

19 

2,497 

0 

15 

805 

3 

21 

3,788 

4 

49 

28,220 

0 

12 

4,202 

12 

22 

4,245 

12 

269 

80,866 

1 

283 

88,101 

5 


Total kuchajumma- 
bundee of S. 1903. 

•d 

§ 

Tuccavee advanced and recovered. 



S’ 

ig 





s 

0 





a 





® U 















9 A 





§ S 



13 

iSI* 


O ^ 

p oa 

1 

•d 



t 

bo 

«a 

I- 



•o 


giJ 

s 



_o 

o "d 


i 

u 


S| 

1 


i 

g 

IS 

t) 

1 

1 

ud 


•a ► 

t. 

o 

Cu 


u 

o 

U4 

a 

u 

o 

b 

0 8 

b 

% 

73 

CQ 

c 

D 

26 

27 

28 


29 

30 

31 

32 

ns. 

A. r. 

ns. A. p. 

ns. 

A. P. 

ns. 

ns. 

RS. A. 

RS. 

Rl. 

29,466 

9 6 

• • 

2,293 

1 9 

889 

• • 

50 

124 

t • 

2,436 

6 0 

• • 

125 

0 6 

84 

, , 

» • 


f • 

7.551 

11 6 


1,760 

0 0 

909 

. , 

• • 

523 

• • 

7,263 

2 6 


1,808 

0 0 

87 

• » 

• • 

250 

a • 

2 515 

10 9 


168 

0 0 

• • 


• • 

• • 


622 

15 0 

« • 

50 

0 0 

213 

. . 

• • 

213 

• • 

1,400 

10 0 

« • 

•• 


•• 

- 

• • 

•• 

• t 

51,256 

15 3 


6,204 

2 3 


•• 

50 

1,110 

• • 

72,985 

15 3 

373 4 0 

6,228 

4 0 

1,129 

• « 

575 

3.537 

4 

11,769 

12 6 

80 9 3 

929 

8 0 

40 

1,474 

800 

1,968 

>. 

14,892 

10 3 

. . 

467 

8 0 

• . 

. . 

1 326 8 

332 

8 

3,609 

5 0 

.. 

124 

0 0 

86 

• * 

18 

76 

• • 

805 

3 0 

.. 

. . 


.. 

• • 

• • 

.. 

• 

544 

0 0 

17 13 0 

147 

0 0 

12 


• • 

11 


3,805 

4 0 

80 3 0 

17 

0 0 

.. 

.. 

• • 

• . 

• 

32,607 

4 0 

976 6 0 

1,585 

8 0 

564 

. . 

180 

732 

9 9 

8,587 13 9 

.. 

396 

8 0 

. . 

• • 

. . 


• • 

6,204 

6 0 

10 12 0 

154 

8 0 

•• 

200 

- 

200 

• • 

1,55,811 

9 9 

1,538 15 3 

10,049 12 0 

1,831 

1,674 

1,899 8 

6,856 

12 

2,07,068 

9 0 

1,538 15 3 

16,253 14 3 

4,013 

1,674 

1,949 8 

7,060 

12 


II 2 
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Return No. 22 , 


Names of Pergunuahs. 

f 

\ 

Transit duties. 

i 

i 

Kullalee. 

a 

a 

‘5, 

o 

a 

1 

CO 

36 

i 

Bait. 1 

1 

Fines. 

4 

% 

0& 

Mangoes. 

33 

34 

... 

35 

37 

38 

89 


40 



ns. 

P. A. 

us. 

A. 

r. 

RS. 

A. 

p. 

No. 

ns. A. 

ns. 

A. 

ns. 

A. 

ns. A. r. 


''Kiisrawud, . . 

23 

2 9 

1,374 

0 

0 

183 

8 

0 

•• 

38 0 

•• 


1 

0 

13 0 0 


Muncllaisir, •• 

3 

5 6 

1,359 

0 

0 

220 

0 

0 

•• 

4 0 

214 

6 

•• 


8 0 0 

<5 

S 

Kanapoor, .. •• 

. 

. 

190 

12 

0 

9 

12 

0 


18 0 

•• 


*• 


34 0 6 

ia 1 

Burrcea, 

0 

11 0 

528 

10 

0 

30 

8 

6 

•• 

15 0 

•» 


* 

0 

4 0 0 

•g 

17 Villages, , • 

10 

6 3 

227 

15 

0 

6 

3 

0 


•• 

•• 


•• 


20 4 0 


Nagaun, 

. 

. 

2G 

0 

0 

• 



•• 

1 0 

•• 


•• 


•• 


^Chcgaun, 

• 

• 

73 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

•• 

• • 

•• 


• • 


•• 

Total, . . 

37 

9 6 

3,779 

5 

0 

457 

15 

6 

•• 

76 0 

214 

6 

2 

0 

79 12 0 


rKhimdwah, . • 

7 

8 9 

3,629 

12 

0 

4C5 

12 

0 

, , 

. , 

15 

0 

» • 


.• 


Burwai, 

11 

10 6 

1,000 

0 

0 

197 

5 

4 

60 

13 0 

25 

0 

5 

14 

38 12 0 


Dhurgam, . . 

1 

2 3 

381 

4 

0 

53 

12 

0 


32 0 

1 

15 

3 

0 

49 0 0 

c3 

a 

Syllanee, 

0 

10 0 

462 

2 

0 

48 

4 

6 

•• 

20 0 

• • 


•• 


• • 

IZi 

Poonassa, 

. 

. 

46 

12 

6 

9 

11 

3 

•• 

9 0 

• • 


•• 


• • 

r 

Attodc, 

. 

. 

102 

10 

0 

17 

1 

0 

.. 

2 0 



• 9 


- 

1 

Moondee, • • 

. 

. 

328 

0 

0 

65 

15 

9 

* • 

6 0 



•• 


19 0 0 


Asseer 

40 

8 0 

3,682 

3 

0 ! 

104 

8 

0 


89 8 





46 6 9 


Peeplode, . . 

3 

0 0 

1,258 

8 

0 

21 

8 

0 


•• 



44 

1 

23 9 0 


^Bhtinighur, .. 

1 

3 3 

742 

4 

0 

59 

3 

9 

•• 

•• 



•• 


27 5 0 


Total, 

65 


11,633 

7 6 

1,043 

1 

7 


171 8 

41 

15 

52 

15 

204 0 9 


Grand Total, . . 


4 3 

15,412 

12 6 

IQI 

1 

1 

I 

247 8 


7 

54 

15 

283 12 9 


(emtimed.) 


345 


o; 

*c3 

(U 

13 

>x 

o 

42 

i 

3 

CU 

.u 

a 

44 

RS. 

no 

JS 

u 

a 

A 

•a 

a 

3 

x> 

VI 

45 

i 

Ou 

Cu 

c« 

na 

3 

o 

c 

*5 

5 

47 

48 

RS. 

Chittaurun. 

d 

3 

oJ 

Sj 

.£ 

wj 

50 

9i 

1 

"rt 

Vi 

X3 

CQ 

51 

t 

O 

H 

41 

43 

46 

RS. A. 

9 12 

49 

52 

RS. A. P. 

34 2 0 

14 3 3 

RS. A. P. 

22 8 9 

284 14 5 

9 0 0 

52 15 9 

1 0 0 

• « 

RS. 

500 

ns. 

800 

R8* A. P. 

• • 

• • 

RS. A. r. 

us. A. 

us. A. 

, , 

• • 

•• 

RS. A. r. 

3,099 5 6 

2,093 11 11 

262 0 0 

• 

647 0 0 

274 8 3 

28 0 0 

81 0 0 

48 5 3 

370 6 5 

500 

110 

800 

9 12 

•• 

- 

- 

•• 


6,485 9 8 

i 

835 13 9 


• • 


• • 

310 13 1 


475 2 6 



6,239 14 1 

t • 

• • 

•• 



. . 

. . 

.. 

. . 

.. 


1,351 9 10 

• • 

30 0 0 

. . 



. . 

• • 

.. 

. . 

. . 


552 1 3 


14 9 0 

• • 



. . 

1 3 0 



. . 


563 10 6 

1 

0 4 0 

• • 


• • 

• • 

0 2 2 

• • 


. . 


75 1 0 


• • 

.. 


• • 

• . 

4 3 5 

. . 

1 10 0 

. . 


127 8 5 


81 5 0 

.. 



• . 

13 1 6 

. . 

54 7 3 

. . 


567 13 6 

17 0 0 

570 0 9 

53 



1 0 

7 9 9 

B 

12 12 9 

.. 


5,320 9 0 

.. 

27 0 0 




.. 

171 3 9 

1 

154 5 6 

. . 


1,716 13 3 

4 8 0 

72 1 0 





23 7 0 

• • 

49 15 6 


•• 

1,030 3 6 

21 8 0 

1,631 1 6 

603 

• • 

•• 

1 0 

531 n 9 


774 6 6 


13 10 

17,554 4 4 

69 13 3 

2,001 7 U 

1,103 

no 

800 

10 12 

531 11 9 

705 

774 6 6 

0 4^ 

13 10 

24,039 14 0 
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Return No. 22 , 


Numes of Pergunnahs. 


/'Kusrawud, 

Mundlaisir, 

Kanapoor, 

Burreca, 


17 Villages, 

Nagaun, 

Chegaun, 


Total land revenue Ijara or Kbalsa, 
Sumbut 1903. 

Total seivai jumma, Sumbut 1903. 

53 

54 

Ra. A. P. 

K8. A. r. 

29,466 9 0 

3,099 5 6 

2,436 4 0 

2,093 11 11 

7,551 11 6 

262 0 0 

7,263 2 6 

647 0 0 

2,515 10 9 

274 8 3 

622 15 0 

28 0 0 

1,400 10 0 

81 1 0 
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Sumbut 1903. 


i 

■3 

1 

a 

a 

"2 

M 

u 

a 

S 

i 

S’ 

0 

0 

c 

e« 

0 

M 

a 

X 

Huq Pateil. 

oJ 

S 

R 

a 

er 

a 

X 

Huq Surmundul. 

Huq Sirkaree Canoongoe, 

59 



60 

61 


1 62 

63 

64 

65 

RS. 

A. 

p. 

R8. 

A. 

p; 

R8. A. 

P. 

1 RS. 

A. 

p. 

RS. 

A. 

p. 

RS. 

A. 

p. 

RS. A. 

p. 

313 

10 

0 

1,503 

14 

6 

279 15 

6 

I 1,155 

9 

1 

.. 



• f 





• • 



• « 





1 123 

6 

3 

4 

6 

3 

• • 





• • 



351 

6 

5 

192 4 

1 

328 

4 

0 

• • 






a • 


•* 



342 

11 

2 

217 8 

1 

316 

4 

9 

• . 






• t 


137 

12 

0 

89 

5 

0 

•. 


91 

2 

3 

126 

13 

9 

. . 



■ • 


• • 



17 

14 

9 

7 13 

3 

27 

6 

0 

• • 



11 

0 

0 

• • 


•• 



37 

0 

0 

37 0 

0 

71 

12 

0 

•• 



52 

0 

0 

• • 


451 

6 0 

2,342 

3 

10 

734 8 

11 

2,013 

12 

9 

963 

0 

0 

63 

0 

0 

• • 

1,477 


2,864 

5 

6 

1,716 2 

6 

2,075 

5 

9 

2,446 

13 

3 

2,446 

15 

3 

328 15 

6 


3 

9| 

2,669 

2 

4 

. . 



7 

3 

• • 



. . 



. , 


1,458 

3 



7 

3 



193 

14 

9 

• . 



. . 



, , 


189 

12 

E 

587 

8 

9 

.. 


38 

5 

B 

116 

3 

3 

116 

3 

3 

12 13 

9 


8 

0 

152 

3 

6 

.. 


• • 



31 

4 

6 

31 

4 

6 

2 2 

3 

.. 



62 

8 

m 

. . 


21 

12 

B 

40 

4 

6 

40 

4 

6 

2 7 

0 

238 

4 


78 

i 

11 

135 1 

8 


12 

B 

133 

5 

10 

133 

15 

10 

18 4 

5 

1,729 


P 

1,358^ 

a 

□ 

• • 



15 

9 




.. 



.. 


210 


P 


12 

9 

.. 


156 

11 

I 

396 

9 

9 

396 

9 

9 

38 4 

6 

277 


1 


4 

1 

•• 


728 

8 

I 

230 

3 

9 

230 

3 

9 

20 12 

6 

5,388 

5 

9 

11,010 

9 

0 

1,851 4 

2 

4,311 

11 

6 

1,862 

4 

6 

3,394 

14 

10 

423 11 

11 

6,389 

11 

9 

13,352 

12 

10 

2,585 13 

1 

6,325 

8 

3 

1,993 

8 

6 

3,457 

14 

■ 

423 11 

11 
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Return No. 22 , 



^Khundwah, 
I Burwai, 
Dhurgam, 

S Syllanee, 

^ Poonassa, 
^ I Attode, .. 
.9 Moondee, 
^ Asseer, .. 
Peeplode, 
(^Bhamghur, 


12,703 7 3 500 8 0 13,203 15 

3,014 no 328 6 4 3,343 1 

3,013 9 3 87 3 9 3.100 13 

902 3 0 127 15 9 1,030 2 


324 0 0 
109 0 0 

895 3 0 

82 8 0,034 3 0 

1,900 1 9 

1,040 0 0 


20 10 3 
28 12 0 


344 10 
137 12 


106 14 0 1,002 1 

609 12 3 7,243 15 

282 6 9! 2,242 8 

180 7 9! 1,820 13 


3 65,931 14 1 

4 9,778 5 0 

0 12,343 14 6 

9 3,142 12 9 

3 535 9 9 

0 533 12 5 

9 3,370 15 9 

3 80,692 13 9 

6 8,062 2 6 

9 5,413 11 9 


200 13 11 82 8 31,196 12 3 2,363 1 7 33,559 13 10 1,89,806 0 3 


Grtind Total,. 


200 13 11 82 8 37,367 4 ej 2,668 15 7 40,036 4 l) 1,91,072 2 11 





3iB 


Particulars Of Usl column. 


«> 

9 

. 1 
& 

No. of Village! 

1. 

Villages. 

Houses. 

From Sewai. 


t 

B 

2 

fa 


a 

« 

■ |l • 

CL*" 

n 

g.s 

< 

f 

i 

M 

U3 

i 

JS 

< 

1 

fa 

n 

M 

o 

O 

i 

H 

i 

•s 

i 

72 


73 


74 

75 

76 

77 

78 

79 

80 

81 

2,942 8 

0^ 

26,123 

0 0 

20,011 7 0 

30 

2 

26 

6 

* • • 

1,675 

422 

281 15 

5 

2,320 

4 0 

1,574 10 3 

1 

.. 

1 



678 

36 

236 5 

0 

6,581 

1 0 

4,720 0 2 

24 

1 

19 

3 

3 


291 

585 5 

6 

6,333 

9 0 

5,622 3 3 

25 

I 

12 

7 

7 

418 

395 

240 9 

9 

2,012 

12 0 

1,205 13 6 

36 


11 

2 

23 

16 

298 

25 0 

0 

546 

13 0 

284 7 7 

1 

.. 

1 


• . 

40 

13 

68 0 

0 

1,169 

0 0 

509 0 10 

1 


1 

•• 

•• 

125 

50 

6,179 11 

8 

45,086 

7 0 

33,937 10 7 

118 

4 

71 

18 

33 

3,119 

[_ 

1,505 

1,649 6 

1 

60,282 

8 0 

45,276 1 11 

275 

3 

184 

61 

33 


mm 

1,023 3 

6 

8,755 

1 6 

7,527 13 0 

197 

18 

70 

14 

131 


mm 

464 13 

6 

11,879 

1 0 

8,628 7 5 

32 

” 2 

21 

13 

, , 


■H 

485 10 

9 

2,707 

2 0 

2,137 4 0 

88 

9 

33 

3 

61 

285 

598 

54 G 

9 

481 

3 0 

224 5 9 

77 

7 

16 

• , 

68 

4 

276 

58 12 

5 

435 

0 0 

188 8 3 

24 

2 

15 

1 

10 

5 

256 

460 14 

9 

2,910 

1 0 j 

1,833 1 4 

47 

3 

21 

4 

25 


501 

4,719 13 

9 

25,973 

1 0 

16,064 6 9 

157 

2 

53 

10 

96 


1,924 

1,434 6 

6 

6,627 

12 0 

5,577 15 1 

359 

17 

141 

1 

334 


717 

849 11 

2 

4,564 

0 0 

3,355 3 5 

77 

8 

27 

7 

51 

358 

664 

15,191 2 

9 

1,24,614 

13 6 

90,813 2 11 

1,333 

71 

481 

114 

800 

7,892 

10,373 

23,870 14 

5 


4 6 

1,21,750 13 6 

1,451 

75 

552 

m 

842 

11,011 

11,878 


KK 
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Return No, 22 , 


Names of Pergunnahs. 

Populutiun. 

i 

* 1 Death by cholera in Surobut 1903. 

Killed by Tigers. 

o 

Z 

'9 

a 

cd 

f 

bo 

s . 

s| 

S 2 

c 

s 

Women. 

C hildren. 

1 

1 

jt 

73 

S 

■fi 

< 

82 

83 

81 

3,123 

1,053 

1,205 

1,273 

527 

89 

828 

86 

87 

88 

British Nimar. 

^ 

^Kusravvucl, .. 
Mumllaisir, .. 

K ana poor, . . 
Burreca, 

27 Villages,. . 
Nagaim, 

^Chegaun, 

3,281 

1,001 

BIG 

1,111 

307 

73 

285 

3,268 

926 

850 

1,241 

427 

88 

319 

62 

42 

25 

27 


30 

6 

38 

65 

17 

2 

74 

3 

63 

327 

652 

125 

Total, 

G,0G4 

7,119 

7,598 

156 


148 

1,242 


^Kliundwah, . . 

13,075 

14,480 

16,058 

576 

3 

97 

8,616 


Burwai, 

2,750 

2,646 

2,853 

17 

1 

172 

61 


Dlmrgani, 

1,32G 

1,404 

1,742 

23 

•• 

48 

•• 

ea 

£ 

Syllancc, 

1,358 

1,392 

1,687 

5 

1 

72 

10 


Poonassa, 

414 

449 

558 

'20 


20 

20 


Attodo, 

386 

415 

495 

58 

.. 

72 

40 

a 

MoondtH‘, 

892 

989 

1,166 

55 

.. 

10 

26 

6 









(/3 

Assecr, 

3,884 

' 4,347 

4,452 

62 


32 

7,677 


Peeplode, 

2,040 

2,207 

2,384 

89 


68 

1,480 


^Bhanigluir, . . 

1,494 

1,651 

1,885 

19 

2 

15 

11 


Total, 

27,610 

29,980 

33,280 

621 

7 

606 

17,941 












Grand Total, 

34,580 

37,099 

40,878 

1,077 

7 

754 

19,185 



f continued. ) 
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tf rain at Mundlaisir in 184C Sumbut 1902. 


July. 

August. 

Septeniber. 

Date. 

Inches. 

Date. 

Indies. 

Date. 

Inches. 

1 

0*92 

1 

0-19 

2 

0*44 

2 

1*32 

3 

0*01 

5 


4 


5 


6 


6 

0*31 

C 

0*36 

7 


12 

0-53 

11 

0-90 

8 

O-IG 

13 


12 

0*48 

9 


14 

‘ 0*18 

13 




16 

2*45 

18 


13 

0*42 

17 




14 

1*31 

19 




15 

1*00 

27 

6-20 



10 

0*47 

28 

0-27 



17 

1*40 

29 

3*61 



18 



2*45 



. . 

* • 

31 

0-60 



•• 

•• 

•• 

16-20 

•• 

2*50 

•• 

7'86 

Grand Total, 

33*35 


kk2 
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APPENDIX B, 




British. 



Scindiah, 


flute per 









Bceguh. 

Bceg.ilis. 

1 Biswas. 

Beegahs. 

Biswahs* 

6 

153 

10 

921 

3 





4 

90 

10 

301 

13 






21 

2 

03 

5 





Total, 3 

2 05 

2 

1,346 

5 



8 



, . 


17 

n 

139 

0 

1 

. • 


• , 


12 

12 

80 

6 

0 

. . 


. . 


39 

9 

230 

8 


. . 




29 

10 

102 

2 

r> 

27 

8 

135 

0 

350 

11 

1,751 

14 

'Ll 

.53 

14 

212 

4 

50 

0 

225 

6 

4 

399 

14 

1,004 

5 

1,400 

0 

5,603 

14*6 

31 

131 

0 

400 

15 

215 

0 

755 

15 

3 

035 

0 

1,913 

0 

888 

8,\ 

8,093 

14 

Ql 

- J 

30 

15 

77 

1 

100 


398 

14 

2 

17 

14 

35 

7 

157 

11.', 

315 

12 


. . 


. . 


53 

12~ 

85 

3 

1 

8 

0 

8 

0 

11 

I'l 

11 

1 




•• 


7 

0 

10 

0 

Total, 13 

1,303 

17 

4,482 

0 

3,392 

ir.-; 

l''2,447 

13-6 

5 





28 

15 

143 

12 

4,1 

.. 




2 

0 

9 

0 

4' 

. . 


, . 


408 

33 

1,032 

13-6 


5 

5 

18 

8 

18 

8 

38 

19 

3 

39 

9 

118 . 

5-0 

322 

19 

900 

4 

i>l 

83 

17 

205 

14 

10/ 

01 

412 

4 

2“ 

705 

5 

1,1 10 

5 

1,944 

2 I 

3,877 

2*6 

H 

7,305 

11 

12,274 

8’3 

3,417 

2i 

5,131 

15*0 


3,059 

18 

3,812 

9 

3,728 


4,058 

3*3 

1-2 

2,710 

4 

3, OHO 

8 

251 

w 

2H1 

11-3 

1 

5,004 

9 

50 

10 

910 

19i 

9,101 

5-0 

14 

3,222 

9 

2,808 

0*0 

844 

17 

748 

14 

12 

4,311 

0 

3,211 

15 

7,480 

15] 

5,553 

2-3 

10 

3,225 

10 

2.010 

13 

4,441 

3 

2,780 

4*6 

8 

4,4 19 

7 

2,21 1 

12 

10,293 

4-4 

8,108 

2-9 

6 

2 242 

19 

828 

53 

8,0(i9 

4 

2,880 

10-6 

4 

4^827 

.5 

1,201 

2 

30.088 

9J 

7,112 

8 

2 

409 

5 

51 

0*6 

14,028 


1,H57 

14-9 

Total, 18 

42,287 

19 

37,803 

11 

101,858 

21 

5,44 02 

0*3 


Land now on hall juumia and which will come on full jumma in S. 1904. 
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Rato per 
hoi'gah. 

1 M 

British. 

Scindiah. 


Uccgiihs. 

j Biswas. 

Becg.-ihs. 

1 Biswas. 

I 

1*8 




0 10 

91 

2 

10 

70 

8 

43 0 

3 13 

9 

1 

8 


. 

. , 

25 1 0 

12 

12 

(i 

13 

0 

5 10 

10 12i 

3 

8 

5 

73 

7 

23 13-6 




4 


, 

. , 

182 12J 

44 

6-6 

3 


, 


27 13 

5 

2 

n 

10 

0 

1 9 

88 t7.i 

10 

6-9 

u 

90 

10 

8 7*9 

110 10 

11 

0-9 

1 

40 

0 

2 8 

132 n; 

9 

3 

Total, 10 

299 

5 

8C 0'3 

59(i 1 7 

114 

14 




Plough rates c 

HI full jumma. 



10 

. . 


. • 

* 2 Ij- Ploughs 

240 

9 

8 

. . 


. • 

51 '( „ 

408 

4 

7 

, , 


. . 

27 

189 

0 

0 

. , 


. . 

16 

03 

0 

5 

•• 


•• 

70 

380 

0 

Total, .5 


- 

194 J 

1310 

13 




Plough rates c 

m half jnnniia. 



41 

. • 


• • 

4 Ploughs 

17 

0 

;3i- 

, , 


. . 

4 

14 

8 

2J 




97 

242 

0 

1 




2 

2 

0 

Tot.il. 4 

•• 


107 

275 

8 




Moonbundee or fixed rates on lields. 




320 


2M 

5120 0] 

3720 

G 


Land 

s on a Buttai Settlement for the Sunibut 

i003. 105 

0 


Lund in 

Pu<rius or rent-free now and the yt'ur they will pay revenue. 


S. 1904 

30 

7 

.. 

9.-1 0 7;] 



. 5 

172 

5 

. . 

1,020 2:] 



“ 6 

407 

4 

« . 

1,407 7 



“ 7 

30 

0 

•• 

52 9 



Total, 

711 

10 

•• 

3430 0^ 

* 

Grand Total, 

45,393 


41,021 11-3 

1,14,410 9i 

73,382 

0-9 


(Sd.) P. T. FRENCH, (True Copy,) R. H. KRATINGE, 

Poll, AsHustanl Nimar. Assistant Nimar. 

Not*. Bevcnuo in excess of 3 Rs. the beegah on well watered land. British, 612-3, Foindiah's, 2618-12-6; Total, 3230-16-6. 
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REPORT FOR 1846-47 ON THE 


From 


To 


No. 4010 of 1847. 

* 

J. Thornton, Esquire, 

Secretary to Govt, of the N. IF. P. 

R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 


Head Quarters, the lAth of October 1847 . 


Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1201, 
dated the 9th August last with its enclosures, being a report from the 
Political Assistant in Nimar, of his proceedings during the year 1846-47 
on the present fiscal condition of the province. 

2. The Lieutenant Governor considers this report, and the results 
which it describes, to lie highly creditable to the industry and zeal of 
Captain French. The irrecoverable balanee of 1538-15-3 is remitted, 
and may be written off' the accounts. 

3. But whilst the Lieutenant Governor is most anxious to do credit 
to Captain French’s zeal and ability in prosecuting tbe scheme he has 
adopted, there does not appear to be any reason for altering the opinion 
expressed in my letter of June 8th last. The former system of indis- 
criminate farming was very tiiulty. The present Khalsah system is well 
administered and is a valuable advance to something better. But still 
it is in itself radically defective, with less energy and patient industry than 
Captain French’s, it would certainly fail. It involves a great degree of 
labor, and the employment of a vast number of officials who can only be 
kept in control by unremitting vigilance. No reason has been shown why 
the maintenauqe of this system is necessary, and the Lieutenant Gover- 
nor trusts that before long the village system will be introduced in its 
place. 


4. Captain French (para. 4) is alive to the great advantage derived 
from fixing a maximum rate of 3 Rs. per beegah on land watered from wells. 
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and it is evident that the benefit to be derived from fixing the amount of 
the demand on entire tillages will be the same in nature, but infinitely 
greater in degree. 

5. It may be apprehended that if this system is maintained longer 
than is absolutely necessary, many interests will be created on the part 
of officials and of huqdars which will be productive of future inconveni- 
ence. These men will be opposed to the introduction of any change, 
however beneficial in itself, which may be at variance with their own in- 
terests. 

6. Captain French proposes (para. 22), that, in the thinly-peopled 
pergunnahs of Sylanee, Foonassa, Attode, Moondhee, Bhamgurh and 
Peeplode, the villages be leased to their respective patels for 20 years, 
and you (para. 14) support the recommendation. To this the Lieutenant 
Governor has no objection, if he oidy receives a satisfactory explanation 
of the extent and nature of the leases which it is proposed to grant. It 
will be necessary to show that the boundaries of the land included in 
each lease are ktiown and recorded, and that the precise rights and liabili- 
ties both of the leaseholders and the other cultivators, arc defined. If 
the proprietary right is already vested in the ])atels or can be conferred 
on them without prejudicing the just claims of others, the arrangement 
entirely coincides with the views detailed in my letter cited above. 

7. The process of land asscssmout described in paras. 26 to 30 is inter- 
esting, and was no doul)t well performed by Captain French. But the 
system which entails the necessity for annually going through the same 
process, appears to the Lieutenant Governor open to very strong objec- 
tion. However prosperous the country may be, however industrious the 
people, and however desirable it may be from special causes that the 
local Government officer should abstain from minute interference, there 
is no power or opportunity afforded the people for governing themselves. 
Each year the Government officer must come amongst them, and with 
more or less care, judgment and liberality, determine the amount of their 
payment to the Government. 

8. In paras. 31 to 33 Captain French has noticed his proceedings re- 
garding the patels. In theory there are strong objections to the here- 
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ditary nature of the office. Wherever, as in the Deccan, its hereditary char* 
acter rests upon long usage, and established customs, respect must be 
shewn to this feature of the office. But the same can scarcely be the 
case in Nimar, where, if the office ever existed, it has been for 30 years 
in abeyance. Capt. French is striving^ to create it. and to invest it with 
the privileges it elsewhere possesses, because it is convenient in the 
working of the Khalsah system. For this very reason the Lieutenant 
Governor views the measure with apprehension, and deprecates the use 
of such a word as huq which implies an ^herent right in the recipient 
It undoubtedly is wise to give to the person of most influence in the vil- 
lage a percentage on the collections, so long as it is held Khalsah, and to 
this there is no objection, provided he is not invested with right which 
shall stand in the way of other preferable arrangements which may be 
hereafter made. The annexed passage * in Captain French’s letter of April 

19th, is deserving of remark. 

• When lauly »t Altode ku«b« I invMtigated a charge again*! Tx u nilPStionpd whfi. 

the Mahalkurce and Karkoon of that pergunnah, of depriving a queSllOneU WnC- 


patelofhia berlh, plat ing another man in hi» situation. The charge tllCr tho diSDlftCCTtlCnt of £l 
was proved and the criminals sentenced to iinprisunment. ^ 

patel by a Government offi- 
cer is a crime which can he justly punished by imprisonment. 


9. The putwarees (para. 34) as the village accountants, whose func- 
tions are essential to the very existence of the community, should certain- 
ly be adequately remunerated. The proposed remuneration does npt 
appear to be too high. 

10. The public works executed by Captain French (para. 85 to 44) 
whether for irrigation or for improving the means of communication, 
are deserving of the highest commendation and cannot fail material- 
ly to improve the condition of the people, and to accelerate the 
reclamation of the country from its present waste and impoverished 
condition. 


1 1. The Lieutenant Governor is not aware what is the nature of the 
objection you entertain (para. 19), to the arrangements for prison labour, 
which are proposed by Captain French in para. 49 of his letter. Those 
who have most studied the subject are now agreed that Inrdoor labor is 
in itself better for the prisoners than out-door labor on the road, at the 
same time that it costs less to the state. 
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12 . With reference to para. 48 of Captain French’s letter. I am 

directed to forward to you a copy of a dispatch,* from the 
1847 ? Na 1178 .”*^ Secretary to the Government of India Financial Depart- 
ment, on the subject of the expense incurred by the British 
Government in taking charge of prisoners from foreign states. You are 
requested to make arrangements in future that, the expense of such pri- 
soners shall be charged to the state to which they severally belong. 

13. Lieutenant Evans’ survey, and examination of the Nerbudda 
• will no doubt be highly interesting and important. The Lieutenant Go- 
vernor will be glad to learn that it has been productive of good results, 
in facilitating the transmission of coal to Bombay. The importance of 
supplying that port with coal from the continent of India, cannot be 
over-rated. 

14. The original inclosure of your letter is returned, copy being 
kept for record. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

J. THORNTON, 

Head Qmrters, Secretary to Govt, of the N, W. P. 

the l^th October, 1847. 


LL 
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No. 2. 


REPORT FOR 1847-48. 


No. 888 of 1848. 


From 


R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 


To 


C. Allen, Esquire, 

Off'g. Secretary to Govt, of the N. W. P. 


Indore Residency, 21 st August 1848 . 


Sir. 


1 have the honor to forward for the consideration of the Lieu- 
tenant Governor N. W. P. the accompanying report on Nimar for the 
past year, received from Lieutenant Evans, the Political Assistant. 

2. The total demand on account of the seven British districts, was 
Rs. 59,110-11-10, from which deductions on account of miscellaneous 
charge, (as per page 17 of tabular statements), amounting to Rs. 6,569-3, 
being made, leaves Rs. 52,541-8-1 0 as the demand from Nimar : of this sum 
Rs. 45,579-4 is on account of land revenue demand, and Rs. 6,961-14-10 on 
account of “ sewai.” A balance of the former remained at the close of 
the year, amounting to Rs. 89-3, of this Rs. 41-4 is returned as recover- 
able, leaving the sum of Rs. 47-15, for remission of which authority is 
requested. 
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3. 1 beg to draw attention to the abstract' comparative statement* 

submitted, to show the results of the year’s proceedings, and to refer to" 
Lieutenant Evans’ report, in which some interesting details are supplied. 

4. It would in future statements and reports greatly simplify mat- 
ters were British and Scindiah’s affairs separately reported. In respect to 
the latter, the Agent for Scindiah’s affairs and the Durbar require to be 
informed, and, though the administration is uniform, still to transcribe 
the whole seems unnecessary : yet, if the reports are not separate and dis- 
tinct, there is a chance of confusion and error. 

« 

5. It seems to me that the sooner we can give up the Khalsa system 
and create an interest in others to improve the villages, the greater sta- 
bility in improvement would be insured ; at present we are fortunate in 
having Lieutenant Evans as the successor to Captain French, yet we 
should not be so dependent on the individual exertions of the head offi- 
cer of the district. 

6. Under this view I cannot but think leases on easy terms for a 

number of years varying from 5 to 20 may be granted to parties who 
may desire to engage, without conferring any new right to parties so 
engaging beyond those conveyed in the lease, and which will extend only 
for its duration. • 

7. The parties to be admitted to engage in the event of competition, 
should be those who may establish the greatest claim from inheritance, 
possession or residence. Before however any claim to engage be invited, 
the jumma should be fixed, so that nothing like bidding be allowed, and 
parties informed that those whose claims may be rejected will be permit- 
ted to institute a suit which can be adjudicated and decided on its 
merits. 


8. I do not anticipate that there will be many claims advanced under 
this provision, though I deem it advisable to draw attention to the subject. 

9. Lieutenant Evans’ proposal in para. 10 refers to lands in Scin- 
diah’s districts, and will be attended to. 
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10. The provision for putwarees by assignments in land, alluded 
to in para. 18, will, I hope, be approved. 

11. The explanations furnished by Lieutenant Evans in para. 19 
and the succeeding ones, will, I trust, exonerate him from any wilful mis- 
construction of His Honor’s views. 

12. The Lieutenant Governor’s decision in respect to the Sunnuds is 
required. 

1^. The Nimar Horse has, under the sanction of the Government 
of India, been re-modelled and placed on an efficient footing. I have re- 
quested Lieutenant Evans to examine the footmen with a view to their be- 
ing organised and formed into a regular police. 

14. I request the sanction of the Lieutenant Governor to a charge 
of Rs. 214, the amount expended on wells in Kanapoor (British), that the 
item may be struck out of the inefficient balance. 

15. The works for irrigation completed and made during the past 
season, afford a promise of good results. 

16. 'f o re-establish transit duties is out of the question, though I 
think a well-digested scheme of turnpike tolls worthy of consideration. 

17. Lieutenant Evans advocates the institution of the Pandur dues 
(para. 29), as a local municipal tax for local municipal purposes, the tax 
might become a sanitary measure of great importance, and, as such, 
worthy of attention. 

18. Much has been done in Nimar for the convenience of travellers 
or persons visiting villages, by repairing and constructing dhurmsalas 
and other suitable buildings as described in paras. 31 and 40. Sanction 
is required for the charge of Rs. 485 on account of the Asseer dhurm- 
sala, and 100 for the Satkote, total Rs. 585, which I hope will be accorded. 

19. I beg to recommend a compliance with Lieutenant Evans’ pro- 
position in para. 32, — the payment of Rs. 219 to Zalim Sing of Sylanee, 
as compensation for transit duties abolished. 
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20. The Lieutenant Governor had an opportunity of examining the 
Jail at Mundlaisir; since then a system of labor has been introduced, the 
prisoners classified, and much improvement carried out. 

21. To carry out the plan, new workshops, alterations and additions 
were necessary to render the jail suitable for the purpose ; the cost on 
this account will be Rs. 3000, and I propose that one-half be paid by 
Scindiah’s Government and the other by us ; and I hope His Honor will 
sanction the arrangement. 

22. I beg His Honor will be pleased to determine the rate of reward 
for killing tigers and leopards to be paid henceforward. 

23. The surveying operations under Lieutenant Keatinge are pro- 
gressing favorably. 

24. The zeal and energy which Lieutenant Evans has displayed in 
the administration of the district, will, I hope, obtain for him the appro- 
bation of the Lieutenant Governor, and that the report now submitted 
will be received as creditable to his assiduity and industry. 

1 have the honor to be, &c. 

R. N. C. HAMILTON, 

Indore Residency, Resident, 

the 21«< August 1848. 
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No. 237 of 1848. 

(Copy.) 

Lieut. H. L. Evans, 

Political Assistant in Nimar. 

R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 


Mundlaisir, \5th July 1848. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to submit the jummabundee and General Re- 
port on Nimar for the Sumbut year 1904, A. D. 1847-48. 

2. As far as regards the revenue, I think I may eall the faets exhi- 
bited by the accompanying return satisfactory. The season was good : 
the heavy rain early in November, when some 7 inches, and in Asseer 10, 
fell, did no doubt much harm to the khureef, to the joowar and cotton 
crops in Asseer especially ; but this in most places was compensated for 

by the fine rubbee crops afterwards raised. A small ba- 
scindia, 2063 0 9 l^^ce of Rs. 2,152-3-9 remains unpaid ; of this Rs. 307-8 
, will in all likelihood be realized before the Dusserah : 
some has been paid already, and regarding the remainder, 
Rs. 1,844-11-9, I beg authority to strike it off as irrecoverable. 

3. From the reduction of rates on well-watered lands, to a maximum 
of Rs. 3 per beegah, there has been a loss of Rs. 606-1-6 in the British, 
and Rs. 2,199-6-6 in the British Scindiah, districts. This has been more 
than met in the former by the increased quantity of land brought under 
irrigation, but not so in the latter, where the rates were formerly very 
high. 

The pucka jummabundee then of the past year is, 

British, .. Rs. 45,579 4 0 

Scindiah, . . „ 1,23,693 13 6 including recoverable balance. 


Total, .. Rs. 1,69,273 1 6 
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Brought forward, Rs. 1,69,273 1 6 

Deduct not paid, for which British . . Rs. 45,331 5 0 

remission required, 1,844 11 9 Scindiah „ 1,21,897 0 9 

Realized jumma, 1,67,428 5 9 Total, Rs. 1,67,428 5 9 

being Rs. 733-15-6 less than that realized last year, and for which the 
reduced assessment on land watered by wells would alone account. I 
count confidently on a considerable increase in irrigated lands this year, 
be the season favorable. 


Residcnl'i letter of 
11th Nov. 1347. 


4. I anticipate in time much good from the measure sanctioned by 
you of granting leases for 30 years to cultivators, dig- 
ging wells and building them up pucka on the rate of 
assessment already prevailing. This rule is in force in 
Khandeish, into which province it has been recently introduced; and the 
policy of encouraging superior cultivation as well as of making the crops 
less dependent on the monsoon than they now are, is too obvious to need 
my expatiating on it. These wells nourished by tanks, serve in a drought 
to render some part of the revenue at all events more certain. 


5. Captain French has fixed pathusthul* rates at a maximum of 6 Rs. 

per beegah. This I think should be reduced to 5 Rs., as, 
water*c2u«erfrlu''a whcn irrigation becomes much extended, the difficulty 
nuuV‘V»‘” procuring manure is much increased, and taking the 

«“««•) raotusthulf rate as our guide the latter should scarcely be 

from wells"-' mol”""* assessed at only half the former. 


6. In Asseer (Scindiah) next year, there will be considerable decrease 
caused by Ijara villages becoming Khalsa. In all of these the assess- 
ment is very high, and this has caused these villages to gradually dete- 
riorate. In some, there was 100, some, 200, and in one (Biroda) 300, Rs. 

worth of land Purrit.* Of the Bakif, in the Asseer per- 
of‘cuu‘v«iJn"'wirn guiinah, out of Rs. 1195-6-6 Rs. 960-6-6 are on account 
a few years. Purrjt. In the Khundwah Scindiah I calculate on an 

t Amount of Go- increase, as its assessment is very light. Burwai (Scindiah) 
unpaid. exhibifs a small increase, so does Dhurgaum (ocmdiah), 

whilst the British districts show an improvement of Rs. 412-9, likely to 
be still more this year. 
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7. The whole of the tuccavee advanced during 1846-47 and the 
payment of which was due this year, has been recovered. I cannot men- 
tion an instance of default. In consequence of many villages having this 
year become Khalsa, and an influx of cultivators from the neighbouring 
districts, the amount of tuccavee issued has considerably exceeded that of 
the past year, the total remaining outstanding on the 30th April being 

Rs. 25,423-10-6; * of this Rs. 19,122,f is repayable during 
* 'fil’iolii the present year. The whole has been advanced and is 

t scindiah, 1 5,76(1-14 oil the sccurity of the patels and zemindars. I have had 
Briusi,, 3,.ia5 5 l,onor of statiiig to you my objections to the system of 

tuccavee carried to such an extent, several times, but under the present 
management. Government being the landlords, the making advances is 
unavoidable. The whole or nearly all is perfectly safe, as far as man can 
provide, but what effect a bad season might have it is hard to say. 

8. One thing has troubled me much. It is the proneness of the cul- 
tivators to wander, and desert their villages, for any or no reason. For- 
nrerly any man so leaving, was sent back by the Government of that 
State into which he might have fled. This rendered him the slave of the 
soil, and the custom was abolished by Captain French, as not consonant 
to our principles; and now in the thinly-peopled districts, cultivators roam 
about to the native States, in the hope of bettering themselves, by getting 
pugrns or rent-free tenures, large advances, &c. Of course any man aban- 
doning his field without cause in one of our pergunnahs, would not be 
allowed to settle in another. 

9. In the list of rates of assessment will be observed some 125 bee- 
gahs of land watered by wells, rated at above 3 Rs. per beegah. These 
are vineyards, gardens, paun gardens, &c. the rates on which I did not 
consider to come within the spirit of the rule of reduction. They are 
mostly near the city of Roorhanpore and the amount is paid with ease. 

10. In the Khundwah and Asseer pergunnahs, many of the patels 
hold Moondee lands, or lands on a fixed assessment that has been un- 
altered since they were first granted. They were originally, I fancy, given 
at rates much lower than those prevailing generally, but with time the 
latter have decreased, and the Moond lands are, some of them, now most 
disproportionally rated. I would beg permission to assess them the same 
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as all other land. This was referred to by Captain French in the 23rd 
para, of his report of last year. These grants are of very old standing, 

some 200 years and more. The number of beegahs held on this tenure 
is 7,875. 


11. Although the short time I have had the management of the dis- 
trict, scarcely perhaps qualifies me to give an opinion worth much, I re- 
spond to the wish expressed in your letter to my address of 27th October 
last, that I should give the result of my observation on the working of 
the Khalsa or Kham system of management. It ^eems to me then, that 
while it has its advantages in bringing the cultivator into direct com- 
munication with Government, instead of every thing being filtered through 
a middle man, and in calling on him for payment of only so much land as 
he actually cultivates, it is open to some equally grave objections. These 
I need not trouble you with a detail of, as you have yourself recorded them 
in your letter No. 442, dated 20th March 1846 ; suffice it to say that a per- 
manent settlement, either mowzahwar, by a community, as recommended 
by His Honor the Lieutenant Governor, if it be found possible to intro- 
duce it, or Ijara to individual, would, I think, be beneficial, and the list 
you wish inside out is being gradually prepared. Nearly all the British 
villages are now Khalsa ; the three that remain in lease, the holders are 
not willing to give up. 

12. I would not, to other 'objections, add the extra labor entailed in 
making the jummabundee and collecting the revenue. As to one who 
takes an interest in his districts, it is of no moment. The same system 
precisely as related by Captain French in his report last year, was pur- 
sued by me. 

13. The Mouzahwara system, as laid down in Mr. Secretary Thorn- 
ton’s letter of 8th June 1847, would be all that could be desired, but the 
population here is so scanty, and land so abandoned, while few of the 
villages possess old inhabitants (even such as may have passed two gene- 
rations in one spot, not hesitating to shift their quarters on the least occa- 
sion,) that I doubt the possibility of introducing it. Captain French had 
translations made, and himself, as well as through Mr. Deputy Collector 
Conlan, endeavoured to persuade the people to try it as an experiment. 
The answer invariably was that they would cultivate their own lands, 

MM 
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and be severally responsible for them ; but as to a joint and several respon- 
sibility, it was out of the question ; each declining to answer for the 
other. 


14. One great advantage looked to, I fancy, in this system, is the se- 
curing a certain fixed revenue unaffected by the ordinary vioisitudes 
of the seasons. Now most of the communities down here would have 
no objection to the plan in good years, but if called upon to pay up in 
b,ad years, I fear the result would be in no wise different from what it 
would be under the present, still no effort shall be spared to get it adopt- 
ed even, as I said before, as an experiment only. 

^ 15. The old Ijara system offered the leaseholder ^ery little induce- 

ment to improving his village by expending on it either labor or money. 
If by getting new settlers, advancing'thein grain, money to huiW houses 
and buy bullocks, he succeeded in increasing the cultivation and raising 
the Lowneeby 100 Rs., he received Rs. 10 merely as his share; a fraction 
of the whole so trifling as to effectually destroy all energy and enterprise. 
It would, 1 submit, seem to be only fair that when a man by expenditure 
both of money and labor has raised the rent, he should for the period of 
the lease receive the full benefit thereof. Many leaseholders have been 
ruined. They have had to pay every fraction on account of Assamees 
dying, deserting, or neglecting to cultivate, and received only a tenth part 
of the addition they had toiled to make to the village revenue. They 
have suffered all the loss and reaped only a decimal of the profit. 

16. In the 6th jyara. of Mr. Thornton’s letter of 15th October, His 
Honor the Lieutenant Governor calls for information as to the extent 
and nature of the leases proposed to be granted in the thinly peopled 
Scindiah’s pergunnahs of Sylanec, Poonassa, Attode, Moondee, Bhamgurh 
and Peeplode. This is best shown by a translation of Sunud * granted 
by Captain French as reported in his letter. No. 88 of 
19th April 1847, and sanctioned by yours No. 568 of 24th 
idem, subject to His Honor’s approval. The boundaries of most of these 
villages are known and acknowledged. In someiew, in Poonassa and 
Peeplode, they are doubtful. The precise rights and liabilities of both 
leaseholders and cultivators are in all cases clearly understood. The 
Patel is the person who has re-settled the village in most cases, and brought 
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the Assamees. Pie is the old Wutundar and only one, and as far as I can 
understand, has the proprietary right. 

• 

17. Many Gond families have this year come into the Pceplode Per- 
gunuah from the Nizam’s districts on the southern side of the Tapty.. 
There were previously some 21 villages of the tribe in this Pergunnah. 
They are an interesting class, capable of being made much more of, I 
think, than the Bhecls. I requested permission in letter No. 197, dated. 
lOtli ultimo, to give thcmTuccavee to the amount of Rs. 1000; and con- 
sidering the answer. No. 735, dated 21st idem, as sanction, have issued, 
after most careful enquiry, Rs. 500 amongst some 50 or 60 families. 1 
trust that, with care, some good may be done to this poor people. 

18. The Lieutenant Governor, in the 9th para, of Mr. Thornton’s 
letter of 14th October last, sanctioned a provision for Putwarees propos- 
ed by Captain French. This most useful class of men were to receive 
a money payment, but the land revenue being already much burthened, 
I requested your leave in November last to attempt to remunerate them 
by assignments of waste land, and you consenting (No. 69 of 15th Jan- 
uary,) I have been carrying out the- scheme, with what success will appear 
next year. 

19. I now approach a subject on which I fear that 1 shall have incurr- 
ed the displeasure ofllis Honor the Lieutenant Governor. I will not re- 
capitulate the arguments adduced by Captain French in favor of Patels, 
as he has laid them down far better than I could ; you also look favorably 
on the plan of restoring the class to the position it held formerly, and of 
making the Patel’s berth a responsible one Captain French was in hopes 
that eventually sanction would be obtained for what he proposed, viz. 
25 Rs. of Bunjur land given in enam, and 5 per cent, on the realized 
Government collections. Under this idea he prepared sunnuds, and for- 
warded one to you for approval in letter No. 204, dated 2nd September 
1846 ; your answer No. 1327, dated 7th idem, was that you could at pre- 
sent give no definite reply, and there the matter seems to have rested for 
the present. 

20. Mr. Thomason, in the letter of June 8th 1847, had expressed his 
opinion, regarding the policy of granting the Patels what has been above 

MM 2 
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mentioned, as a due in perpetuity, but Captain French meanwhile, trust* 
ing that sanction would be granted, and knowing you favorable to the 
plan, had the sunuuds prepared. These I found on my taking charge, 
and at the jummabundee proceeded to give them out, issuing them to 137 
out of 623 claimants, of course after strict enquiry into 
each case separately. A translation of one is appended. 

21. It is true that the Lieutenant Governor, in Mr. Thornton’s letter 
of 14th October last, decidedly objected to any arrangement tending to 
confirm in perpetuity huqs only recently created ; and that 1 should have 
disregarded this direct prohibition must appear to every one most strange 
and unaccountable. But it did not occur to me for a long time, that 1 
was doing not only what was not sanctioned, but what was in fact strict- 
ly prohibited. Immediately I became sensible of this, I discontinued 
giving out the sunnuds. 

22. I am aware that this explanation must unavoidably appear lame 
and insuilicient ; but 1 trust for His Honor’s indulgence. I imagined my- 
self carrying out a plan of my predecessors commenced by him ; and it 
being one, in which, I acknowledge I shared his sentiments fully, I was 
less cautious than I ought to have been in examining the grounds I had 
to go upon. It is thus that I have most unintentionally committed both 
myself and partly the Government under whom I serve. The sunnuds 
are not specifically stated to be in perpetuity, but I fancy the holders 
consider them as such. It is expressly understood that incapacity or 
untrustworthiness form grounds for their resumption, and that they are 
for duty to be rendered. In urging all this, 1 beg I may not be under- 
stood as defending the inadvertence 1 have been guilty of. It is for His 
Honor to determine what course is now to be adopted, and whatever it 
may be, will be to the best of my ability curried out. 

23. A plan for reducing the Nimar police horse, some time before 
Government, was sanctioned last April, and brought into effect. From the 
1st of last month (June 1848) 27 men have been struck off; of these' all 
but two were bargeers, and consequently suffered little, as they all re- 
ceived according to your Sanction, a gratuity of 3 months’ pay. Of the 2 
Silladars one was unfit from leprosy, and the other receiving 60 Rs. (3 
months’ pay) as gratuity, and the offer of service as peadab, is not much 
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iDjiired. None of the discharged, accepted the offer of waste land, made 
at your suggestion. The effect of this reduction will be to save Rs. 
8,776-8 per annum. 

24. Bucktawur Sing, Ressaldar, who has chiefly suffered in this re- 
duction, has, as you are aware, deserved no commiseration by his obsti- 
nately-persevered-in bad conduct. 

25. A list of the works executed during the past year, is in the Re- 

turn which accompanies this Report. The works on the 
Marked A. Simrole Ghaut, for which we had funds in hand, are not 

yet completed. Lieutenant Keatinge, by whom the major part of the Ghaut 
was originally planned, has been engaged in finishing the lower part, 
where was a very steep ditch. The importance of opening thoroughly the 
important line between Boorhanpore and Indore, cannot be too highly 
estimated. At the other end the hilly and rocky country, stretching some 
10 or 1 1 miles both sides of Asseergurh, has been traversed by an ex- 
cellent fair-weather road, at a cost to Scindiah of Rs. 3,719. In construc- 
ting this. Lieutenant Kennedy of the Bombay Engineers, has rendered 
great and important assistance. 

26. Both these, the Simrole Ghaut and Asseer Pass, will, of course, 
require careful attention to keep them in repair. ‘ But when promptly 
attended to, the repairs cost but little, and the 1 per cent. Road Fund will, 
I hope, enable it to be done without troubling Government. 

27. The nullahs in many parts offer, until December, serious obstruc- 
tion from their muddy nature. We are endeavouring to remedy this, by 
causeways formed by continually casting in stones of large size, until by 
reaching the bottom, they become firm ; morum over the top completes 
the way. The water percolates slowly through them, but they still form 
very tolerable dams, and a coating of morum applied to the inside, would 
render them water-tight. The water of the nullah when full, flows over 
them without doing much damage. Several of these have been comple- 
ted on the Indore and Boorhanpoor line. 

28. I regret the abolition of the transit dues. If applied to the con- 
struction of roads, the mode of collection having been modified, one of the 
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most crying wants of the country, viz, good roads, would be easily sup- 
plied. Captain French admitted latterly that the native states, with 
whose territories our own are so much intermixed, not having followed 
our example, the abolition of the transit dues had not had the beneficial 
effects he anticipated ; unfortunately to re-impose them would be a diffi- 
cult and invidious measure. 


29, The Pandur dues* also abolished at Captain French’s recommen- 
dation, might, I think, be advantageously restored ; and ♦ 
tolfon'holresltp." witli thc frcc coiiscnt of the people, provided they were 
Sic. munidpai dues in regarded as municipal dues, and the expenditure of them 
in that manner authorized. At present the utmost diffi- 
culty is experienced in keeping the towns clean. It must be remembered 
that these dues did not i)ress on the poorer classes, but on the bunneas 
and traders who, paying no transit dues, are better able than formerly to 
pay these. The average for 5 years, of pandur dues, is Rs. 4,292. 


30. The mention of the Transit and Pandur dues led me away from 
the subject of works executed in thc province during the last year. My 
endeavours have been applied chiefly to securing what were already made, 
and making use of them, A water-course for irrigation has been carried 
out for a distance of 3 miles from the Katkote Satkote 
rerguimah Kwrawud. Watering 210 bcegahs. We have been weiring the 

nullah that issues from the Shahabad tank, and which already weired at one 
spot, aided to fill a small tank, near the town of Kusrawud. From this 
small tank, supplied from the greater, we are carrying out a water-course, 
calculated to water 120 beegahs. 


The Burreah tank (Lachora) we are doing in the same manner, and 
although it is a much larger work, I hope next year to 
BurreiK sbow a good result. 


Burwti. 


The same with Jeitwai. 


Two weirs in Khundwah I have raised by 2 and 2j feet, finding 
the elevation already attained did not give sufficient 
xhundwah. Command. 


The new weirs in the Choolee nullah have not been made as 1 in- 
utiDdtoiiii. tended, circumstances having prevented it. 
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The Goul tank (new), now about half finished, promises well. All 
the other weirs and tanks are in good order. 1 have per- 

Borpod Burreah. * *.1 i v • 

sonally visited every one several times over. 

31. The plan of building dhurmsalas in every respectable village on 
a high road, where the inhabitants are willing to pay half, or a proportion, 
of the expense, is one which I trust may be favorably looked upon. The 
dhurmsala is a place not only where travellers and strangers may find 
shelter, but where the villagers may meet on great occasions, hold their 
caste assemblies, and at junnnabundee time it is the kutcherry. In some 
few places I have ventured, at the earnest request of the inhabitants, they 
volunteering to pay half or otherwise assist, to direct the works to be 
commenced, and hope they may be sanctioned, as well as where the work 
has not yet actually been commenced, but the construction of which I 
have promised to apply for. Those commenced before my taking charge, 
I have of course carried on and completed. 

32. In framing his estimate of compensation to zemindars, &c. for 
their shares of the abolished transit dues. Captain French inadvertently 
omitted the river dues which form, it is true, but a small item, but are 
as much entitled to receive consideration as the others. Zalim Sing, 
the head of the Seylanee Buckutgurh family, has on an average of 5 
years, realized per annum Rs. 219, and I beg leave to include this in the 
amount of compensation from the 1st May ISiT. 

3.3. In the jail the plan of indoor-work, introduced by Captain French, 
has been carried out steadily. The object sought for has been to keep 
the prisoners employed on some work, which, whilst useful and suflBcient- 
ly remunerative to clear all expenses, might yet not be of a description to 
entail a competition with the honest labourer. Carpets and rugs, the for- 
mer not as yet very good, coarse cloth for clothing the prisoners, and do- 
sootee, are manufactured. The latter is an article not I believe made any- 
where else in Malwa, and meets .with a ready sale. Your letter of 15th 
January last authorized an expenditure of Rs. 3,000 for building work- 
shopa: these are now approaching completion, and at the end of the 
present year a statement will be prepared exhibiting the results. 

34. In the current year the rule laid down by you regarding Scin- 
4iah’8 prisoners, will come into operation. The effect will be that 9-10th8 of 
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the prisoners will be classed as Scindiah’s. All from Indore, Metiidpore, or 
Bhopawar, unless otherwise specified, will come under this head. 

35. I would beg leave to retain, at the annual time of dispatching 
to Agra criminals under sentence of imprisonment for long periods, such 
as have endeavoured to learn the work (in-door) on which they are em- 
ployed, and shown willingness and docility ; supposing of course that no 
very urgent reason exists for sending them out of the country. This will 
act as an inducement to good behaviour and diligence, and I think it 
will be conceded that they are as usefully employed here, as they would 
be elsewhere. 

36. Regarding the Government schools I have little to say. The 
instruction afibrded by them is almost entirely elementary. They are 
tolerably well attended. I reported shortly upon them in my letter No. 
88 of 24th March last; but connected with them is a subject to which as 
an auxiliary, too much importance cannot I think be assigned ; I allude 
to the establishment of native libraries in all the chief towns in Nimar. 
For this the Nimarees are indebted to Captain French, whose exertions 
to effect it, were unwearied. It must be borne in mind that Nimar is 
a poor country, and this remembered, the sum subscribed purely by the 
natives, Rs. 1396-14, will appear a large amount. The selection of the 
books was mainly made by the subscribers. They are to be kept at the 
several cutcherries, free access under certain rules being had to them. I 
did trust that Government would have rendered some aid, either by don- 
ations of money or books, from your kindly taking up the cause, and 
applying in our behalf to the Bombay Government; and although we have 
been unsuccessful in that quarter, 1 do not despair, with your assistance, 
of His Honor the Lieutenant Governor, in learning that the people 
themselves show such willingness, lending us a helping hand. 

37. The introduction of a lithographic Press lately set up, will en- 
able us to multiply the number of school books, of which at present there 

is a sad, want. But as regards these latter. Captain Cun- 

Vid« r.onwal Report . ^ ® 

y„ Public inrtruction lungham s remarks on the want of a set of vernacular 
' school books, on a comprehensive and uniform design, 

are most applicable. Without good books the teachhr’s labohrs, sup- 
posing him even thoroughly competent, are insufficient. It is imposs- 
ible he can teach without a system. 
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38. It is requisite in this report to notice the result of the high rates 
of rewards for killing tigers, which His Honor the Lieutenant Governor 
was, on Captain French’s urgent recommendation, pleased to sanction. 
Last year’s return exhibited a total of 7 men and 754 head of cattle des- 
troyed by these ferocious beasts, whilst Rs. 2,225 had been issued as 
rewards for 66 tigers. This year’s return exhibits the favorable result 
of the war waged with them. No human lives have been lost in the 12 
months, and but 392 head of cattle, or little more than half the number 
of last year. The amount issued in rewards is Rs. 1425, in both British 
and Scindiah’s Nimar. These facts speak for themselves and need no 
comment from me. 

39. Lieutenant Keatinge is continuing his map of Nimar. It is 
necessarily a work of time ; and for three months of the working season, 
his karkoon, the only one competent to render him any efficient • assis- 
tance, was detached with Mr. Johnstone on the coal expedition. This 
has naturally retarded progress, but the work is going on as fast as it can. 

40. Re-adverting to the subject of para. 30 I have the honor to so- 
^ ^ ^ ^ licit sanction to ^he items noted, as requiring such, in the 

return of works executed. The Asseer dhurmsala was or- 
dered by Captain French 18 months since. It was much wanted, travellers 
and merchants having been accustomed to put up in a part of the town un- 
protected, and dangerous from its proximity to the ravines. The cost is 
Rs. 485. The Satkote Katcote (pergunnah Kusrawud) dhurmsala is 
merely just commenced ; it is estimated to cost Rs. 170, of which the in- 
habitants have subscribed Rs. 70. The remainder are aljin Scindiah’s dis- 
tricts, and full details are given in the return. For charging the amount, 
Rs. 585 British, and Rs. 2,570-12 Scindiah, in my next account, sanction 
is requested. 

41. In conclusion, I beg to tender you Yny thanks for the way in 
which you have, since my taking charge of this district, assisted and en- 
abled me to carry on the duties in a manner satisfactory to myself ; and for 
the consideration with whioh you have received such proposals and sug- 
gestions as I have from time to time t)ffered. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

■H. _L. EVANS, _ 

Political Assistant in Nimar. 

NN 
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B. 

Return of fVorks executed in Nimar during the year Sumbut 1 901 for ivhich sanction is required. 


Pergunnah. 

Villages. 

e 

a 

o 

a 

< 

Date of au- 
thority. 

British. 

Dhurmsalas. 

100 

Sanction re- 
u nested. 

Kusrawud. Satkot katknt. 




Asseer. iTown of As- 

485 

do 

do 


scer, . . • . 

. 685 



Scindiah. 

Dhurmsalas, 




Sey lance. 

Bhampoora, 


do 

do 


Bhorawur, 

1 395 




Billora, 

. . 

. . 


” 1 

i» [ 

Gou), .. 

70 

do 

do 

Asseer. [ 

Billoda, 

41 

do 

do 

do. 

Bou, . . 

150 

do 

do 

Khundwa. 

Bhowana, . . 

180 

do 

do 


Bhojak eerie, 

150 

J do 

do 

do. 

Chehgaum, .* 

125 

> 


Burwai. 

Korawud, 

75 

do 

do 

Asseer. 

Town of As- 





seer, . . 

75 

1 


do. 

Billoda (new,) 

100 

Ido 

do 

do. ^ 

Sewul, (do) . 

75' 

f 


do. 

Buhadurpore, 

160 

J 


Khundwa. 

Dewul,. i .. 

150 

. 


II 

Khundwah, .. 

70 >do 

do 

M 

Churwell, 

1 50 

J 



Karkoons Thana, 




Asseer. 

Billoda, 

120 

Ido 

do 


Borie, . . 

75 

j 


Khundwa. 

Buldee river, 

143 

do 

do 


Chowkey, 




Piplode. 

Kusba Tank, 

200 

do 

do 

Athode. 

Kusba, Tham 

1 66| 

ido 

do' 


& Dhurumsala 

1 

J 



Total . • Rs. 

. 2,5703 




Mundlaisir, 
]6(A July 1848. 


Explanation. 


Building. Tlie inhabitants have agreed to pay 
the balance which is calculated at 70 Rupees. 

Finished in the town. The want of it has long 
been felt. 


Finished. These are villages at so many ghats 
in the Nerbudda uhcre traffic exists. 

In nil the inhabitants have subscribed. 

Building. The inhabitants have subscribed an 
equal sum. It is on the main road to Hurda. 

Finished. A village in a pass leading from Nimar 
to Khandeish. It is inhabited, and the road is fre- 
quented by Bunjaras. The pass was notorious a 
few years since for the many robberies taking place 
in it. 'fhe inhabitants have subscribed Hs. 40. 

Not commenced. A once largo village at the 
entrance of the pass above alluded to, recently re- 
settled. Here the inhabitants, all new comers, have 
subscribed nothing. 

Finished. The people subscribed Rs. 159. It is 
pucka. It is at the place where the annual Khund- 
wah Mela is held. 

The first is finished, the second building on the 
high road from Indore to Boorhaiipore and Adjun- 
ta. They arc substantially built. The people sub- 
scribed by labour and carriage. 

Building on the above road. The people bring 
the stones, earth, timber and lime, and give their 
labour gratis. 

All finished last year, the buildings already exist- 
ing were totally unserviceable. They have been sub- 
stantially rebuilt. Billoda and Sewul are in the wil- 
dest parts where good shelter is necessary to health. 

The first just commenced. The others finished. 
Dewul is in a very wild part. 


Finished last year. A karkoon was placed at 
each to draw the Bhecls to cultivation, and check 
plundering. • 

Finished last year. On the road from Khund- 
wah to Hurda, a spot where many rooberies have 
taken place; since its completion now TO months, 
not a case has occurred. A Bheel (wurtundar) and 
two sepoys (one pcrguniiah) are posted there. 
Amount sanctioned Rs. 350, 200 expended over 
and above. It was finished in May of last year. 

I Amount sanctioned Rs. 400, Rs. 60-12 has been 
expended in excess. It was finished" in Hone last 
year. 


H. L. EVANS, 

Political Assistant in Nimar, 
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From 


To 


No. 6085 of 1848. 


C. Allen, Esquire, 

Offg, Secy, to Govt, of the N. W, P. Agra. 


R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

a 

Resident at Indore. 


Agra, lh$ 16M October 1848. 


Sir, 


Revenue Department. 


I am desired to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 888, 
dated August 21st 1848, regarding the revenue admin* 
istration of Nimar, for Sumbut 1904, A. D. 1847-48. 


2. There does not appear to be any advantage in separating the re- 
ports for British and Foreign Nimar. Both are equally under the manage- 
ment of British officers, and the local Government is equally r^ponsible 
for the good administration of both. The accounts of both are further 
adjusted in the Agra accountant's office on the same principles. 

3. The results of the administration of the year under review scarce- 
ly vary in any resp'ect, from 
those of the precedfhg year. 
In the Khalsah lands the 
quantity of land under culti- 
vation and the revenue de- 
mandable therefrom have re- 
ipained nearly the same. It 
may, however, be remarked 
that the outstanding amount 
of Tuccavee has risen from 
7,967 at the end of 1903 to 

25,424 at the end of 1904; during the latter year, 30,805 having been 
advanced, and only 13,318 recovered. Considering that the season was 
on the whole d good one, the result cannot be said to be demonstrative 

NN 2 


Land revenue, 

Sewai Juinmn, 

Sumbut 190,3. 
A. D. 1846-47, 

Sumbut 1904, 
A. D. 1847-48. 

1,69,701 

21,371 

1,91,072 

1,89,533 

1,69,273 

22,316 

1,91,589 

1,89,436 

Collcctiuna, 

LANDS UNDER KHALSAH MANAGEMENT, 

Jummabundee of Sumbut 1903, 

Beegahs, 

Rupees. 

2,19,136 
23,473 
23.8 10« 
2,19,473 1 

1,48,816 

17,263 

15,178 

1,46,731 

Increase in 1904, 

Jumraabundoe of Sumbut ^04, 
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of the advantages of the Khalsah system. But it may be very true that 
the foundation of future prosperity has been laid and the further progress 
of the experiment will be watched with interest. The Lieutenant Go- 
vernor is fully assured that Lieutenant Evans will omit no effort to ob- 
tain success. 4 

• Britt.h,.. ..47 15 0 4 The irrecoverable balances, as per margin, are re- 

Scindiuh'a, 1,796 12 9 Ir O 

mitted. 

Toul, 1,844 11 9 

6. In para. 8 of his report, Lieutenant Evans laments the proneness 
of the cultivators to wander. This is the natural result of scanty popu- 
lation, abundance of good land, and the absence of all proprietary right 
in the soil. The two former causes will gradually correct themselves. 
Too great eagerness to extend cultivation by the offer of terms unduly 
favorable, will tend to draw cultivators from the lands now occupied, and 
will retard the progress of improvement. The last of the three causes, 
is immediately within the control of the Government. The grant of 
small tenures, as heritable transferable property, for a term of years 
and for a fixed sum, as proposed in para. 8 of Mr. Thornton’s letter of 
June 8th,- 1847, will create a permanent interest in the soil, and securely 
attach a cultivator to his land. 

6. Let it be supposed that a cultivator occupies 20 beegahs, for 
which he is to pay this year 26 rupees, as follows : 

2 Beegahs at 4 8 Rs. 


2 

do 

at 

3 

6 „ 

8 

do 

at 

1 

.. .. .. 8 ,, 

8 

do 

at 

1 

9 

4 „ 


20 Beegahs. ■ 26 Rs. 

It is evident that this man knowing that the improvement of the 16 bee- 
gahs, which are assessed at a. low rate, will lead to a higher assessment, 
may hesitate to improve them, and may even contemplate a mjovfe else- 
where, to land, which he can get at lower rates. If, ho^evet, tl)e whole 
20 beegahs be given him on a fixed lease for 20 or 30 yeaTS; for 26 Rs. 
more or less, according as the land is capable dt otherwise of improve- 
ment ; if, moreof er, 5 beegahs of adjoining waste be given him without 
any additional demand, as a stimulus to exertion ; and, if the whole be 
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constituted r heritable and transferable property, he will now have the 
greatest possible inducement permanently to fix himself on the land, and 
improve it to the utmost. 

7. Tl^s is the foundation of the change, which it seems most desir- 
able to introduce into Nimar; and no reason for objecting to its intro- 
duction has yet been advanced. It involves the introduction of a system 
of survey and registration for the properties thus farmed, both of which 
can be completed without any difficulty. 

8. If the 7,875 beegahs of moond lands, which are mentioned in para.i 
10 of Lieutenant Evans’ report, as having been held “ on a fixed 

ment by certain patels in the Khundwah and Asseer perguunahs, for at 
term of 200 years, be of this nature, the assessment on them should on ? 
no account be raised, however much it fall below the pergunnah rates, i 
If, however, the assessment be not permanent, but only leviable from 
lands under cultivation, the holders may perhaps fairly be called upon 
either to retain the whole for the fixed sum, or to pay for what they cul-? 
tivate, at the usual rates; under any circumstances, land which they leave? 
uncultivated, should afterwards be subjected to the usual rates. t 

9. Whether it may be possible to go beyond the step mentioned 
above, and introduce the Mouzahwar system, as set forth in the 9th and 
following paragraphs of Mr. Thornton’s letter, may admit of doubt. 
Lieutenant Evans’ evidence (para. 13) as to the repugnance of the peo- 
ple to any joint responsibility, is conclusive against that mode of uniting 
several small holdings. 

10. The old Ijarah system of farming leases, without proprietary 
right, has been tried and failed, and holds out so little prospect of per- 
manent in^provement, that its general re-introduction cannot be ebn- 
template^ 

; « 

, 11. . The sunnuds given by Captain French to the Gond settlers in 
ScindiaVs ^per^inriahs.of Seylanee, &c. (para. 16) confer in fact a pro- 
prietary right, or a zetnHfdaree right, as it would be called here, only 
that thi§ is. not spebified. • There is no apparent reasop, why the village 
thus aissigned to the patel, should not be at once declared his heritable 
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and transferable property, liable to descend according to the usual law 
of succession to lands. At the expiration of the lease, the settlement 
would be open to renewal on equitable terms, or the proprietor entitled 
to Malikana if he did not agree to the terms. But there should be no 
doubts about the boundaries of any of the villages. Nor is it enough 
that the precise rights and liabilities of both leaseholders and cultivators, 
should be “ clearly understood.” They should be known, specified and 
recorded. 

12. The assignment of waste lands (para. 18) as a remuneration to 
Putwaroos, is approved. 

13. With reference to paras. 20 to 22, of Lieutenant Evans’ report, it 
certainly was not the intention of the Lieutenant Governor to create any 
new huqs, as of right to patels. Captain French’s proceeding in this mat- 
ter shows most clearly that it was to be a new grant from the Govern- 
ment, and not the judicial award of a right in abeyance. This when 
unsanctioned or prohibited by the Government, was clearly beyond 
his competency; as these grants are not in perpetuity, they may be 
considered personal to the present holders, and open to revision on 
succession. No more of the sunnuds should be issued, and the qualifi- 
ed sanction that has been given, should be explained to all who are 
concerned. 

14. It must be clearly understood, that there is no objection to the 
amount of remuneration, so long as the patel is employed as an officer of 
the Government, under the Khalsah system. The sole objection is to the 
creation of a right in perpetuity, to the maintenance of which the Go- 
vernment will be pledged under any system that may prevail. 

15. Nor is there any objection to the grant of this, or even a larger 
I profit if the patel were made a proprietor, as is proposed .in pergunnah 
I Seylanee, &e. ; such an arrangement would not be inconsistent' with the 
* existence of subordinate proprietary right of the nature contemplated in 

para. 6. There is no apparent reason why ^uch a schelne shpuld not be 
carried into effect. Its operation would, at once* terminate all difficulties 
arising from the unauthorized pledge convej^ed in Captain Fresneh’s sun- 
nuds. 
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16. The works of irrigation completed during the last year, as shown 
in Lieutenant Evans’ statement A. are’ very creditable to the energy of 
the local officers, and may be expected to prove highly beneficial. 

17. The revival of custdm and pandree duties cannot now be en- 
tertained. 

18. The establishment of places of refreshment for travellers in all 
villages along the road, is very desirable ; but it may be observed that 
none but Hindoos are usually admitted into what are designated Dhurm- 
salahs. If that be the case in those erected in Nimar, the Lieutenant 
Governor feels some hesitation in Contributing to them from the public 
funds. If, however, satisfactory assurance is given, that they will be 
open to all travellers, the proposals contained in your 18th para, will be 
sanctioned. 

19. The sum of 219 Rs. per annum is allowed to Zalim Singh of 
Seylanee, as compensation for transit duties abolished, on the same un- 
derstanding as in the cases previously sanctioned. 

20. An expenditure of 1,500 Rs. on account of the British Govern- 
ment, for building workshops in the jail, is sanctioned, a similar amount 
being contributed by Scindiah’s Government for the same purpose. 

21. With reference to paras. 36 and 37 of Lieutenant Evans’ report, 
any proposal regarding education had better be separately made. Re- 
garding the village libraries, information should be furnished, as to the 
books of which they consist, and the degree in which they are used. If 
assistance is desired, it should be fully stated how it can best be render- 
ed, whether in books or money. It is certainly unexpected to find in- 
stitutions of the sort appreciated in villages. 

22. The grant of the rewards for the destruction of tigers is continu- 
ed for another year.'- 

1 Have the honor to be, &c. 

Agra, * , C. ALLEN, 

the \Qlh October, 1848. ' ^S' Secretary to Govt, of the N, W. P. 
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No. 3. 

REPORT OP 1848-49. 


From 


To 


No. 935 of 1849. 


R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 

J. Thornton, Esquire, 

Secretary to Govt, qf the N. W. P. Agra. 


Indore Residency.^ the \2th August 1849 . 


Sir, 

1 have the honor to submit a report from Lieutenant Evans, Po- 
litical Assistant in Nimar, of his operations during the past year. 

2. The unusual lightness of the rains caused a great scarcity of wa- 
ter, which has led to some loss. 


3. The demand and collections were as follow : — 


Total demand. 
Total collected. 

Balance, . . 
Recoverable, . . 


British. 

. . 54,644 5 9 

. . 45,204 6 6 


9,439 6 6 
633 1& 6 


Scindiah't. 

1,43,171 10 4 
1,31,772 12 4 


11,898 14 0 

734 14 9 

* % 


Total deficit, . . 


8,805 12 0 


10,663 15 3 
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4. The deficit is considered irrecoverable and I must' request sane* 
tion to write* it off accordingly ; it would have been much larger but for 
the means of irrigation and influence on wells derived from the tanks and 
bunds. 


5. It is gratifying to perceive that the cultivators are beginning to 
rely somewhat more on themselves, and to assist each other with advan* 
ces rather than Ije wholly dependant on the Government officers ; the 
more this can be extended the greater will be the benefit not only to the 
people themselves, but to the Government. 

6. I trust that the means in progress to induce the wild Gond tribes, 
and the encouragement given to them by educating some of their chil- 
dren, will result in a larger proportion of these interesting people leaving 
their hills and becoming occupants in the plains ; caution and patience 
alone can overcome their suspicions and prejudices. A. beginning has been 
made which, it is to be hoped, wiil eventuate favorably. 

7. The orders of the Lieutenant Governor are requested on the pro- 
posal in para. 35 to re-assess some of the Moond lands, in which loss is 
sustained. 

8. The revision of the Police Horse has been carried out, and a saving 
effected amounting to Rupees 8,776-8 per annum. I request that on the 
revision of the police, Nujjeebs be sanctioned, as proposed in para. 38; no 
additional expense will be incurred, whilst greater efficiency will be secu- 
red; the present cost is 1,385 rupees, and that of the proposed 1,344 
rupees; the surplus 41 rupees to be devoted to pensions for life to twen- 
ty of the present old and worn-out men. 

9. The union of the superintendence of the two pergunnahs of 
Kanapoor and Burreah seems judicious ; as well as the abolition of the 
office of Malkurry. in Sewul Asseer (para. 36.) They are recommended 
for approval. 

10. In my letter No. 782, dated 2nd ultimo, I brought the subject of 
a. Dispensary to Hk Honor’s notice. Lieutenant Evans in para. 37 hie 
report refers to this matter, which will require the orders of Governmevt. 

00 
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11, Lieutenant Keatinge has continued to devote much attention to 
the construction of works for irrigation as well as carrying on the survey. 
My dispatch No. 934, dated lOth instant, placed before His Honor a de- 
tailed report on the roads in Nimar. 


12. I trust that sanction will be granted to the two items entered in 
para, 43, namely Rupees 142-3-3 and 284-12-6 : being the costine.\cess of 
subscription, for erecting native reading rooms and libraries in Burwaee 
and Bahadurpoor. 


13. It is satisfactory to know that 591 boys are receiving an useful 
education in this heretofore wild and neglected tract of country ; and 
that though slowly a steady advance has been made during the past year, 
reflecting credit on Lieutenant Evans who has had charge of the admin- 
istration, and who has devoted himself to his duties with untiring zeal and 
assiduity. 


14. As the report and statements are submitted in original, I must 
request their return when no longer required in your office. 


Indore Residency, 
the Xlth August 1849, 


I have, &c. 

R. N. C. HAMILTON, 

Resident. 


From 


To 


No. 203 of 1849. 

Lieutenant II. L. Evans, 

Political Assistant in Nimar. 

R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 


Hundlaiiir^ the 2%th July 1849. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to, herewith, transmit my annual report, jum- 
mabundee return, &c., of the district of Nimar, for the past year, Sumbut 
1905, A. D. 1848-49. 
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2. I must commence by observing that the year in question has been, 
what may be fairly termed, a bad one. The total amount of rains, from 
May to October inclusive, was 15 inches only to Mundlaisir. In the 
Khundwah and Asseer districts it was something more ; but the per- 
gunnah rain reports are too manifestly incorrect to be relied upon ; in- 
deed they scarcely gave more than an approximation. The rain gauges, 
however, have been compared with that of Mundlaisir and corrected. 

3. The rubbee crops were partially saved by the latter rain in No- 
vember, December and January ; otherwise from the wells being dry, 
there would have been but little irrigation. Indeed so heavy was the 
fall in January towards Asseergurh, that some injury accrued to the 
wheat from blight ; and the requested remissions in Khundwah, Peeplode 
and Asseergurh are partly on this account, the khurreef crops having in 
that part, as in the bordering province of Khandeish, come in pretty fairly, 
generally speaking ; whereas in Kusrawud, Dhungaum, Kanapoor, Bur- 
reah and Seylanee, it suffered severely ; especially in the two former per- 
gunnahs, where many fields of the latter sown grains never came into ear. 
Much land also, (6,280 beegahs) prepared for wheat, grain, &c. cold wea- 
ther crops, was never sown; the cultivators seeing their wells, even in 
November nearly dry, not choosing to risk the almost certain lo.ss of seeh 
and labor. 

4. Without further preface then the result is as follows ; 

Land revenue, assessment, Government demand — 


British, Rupees, 45,908 0 3 

Scindiah’s, » 1,24,195 15 0 


Total Rupees, 1,70,403 15 3 

As compared with Rupees, 1,69,273 1 6 of the 

previous year showing an increase in the whole of Rs. 
Britith, Ri. 9,439 6 6 1,130-13-9. Of tliis there has bcon realised Rupees 

scindwh «, ” 1^49,565-10-9, leaving a balance to the end of April of 

Toui, R., 20.838 * « Rupccs 20,838-4-6 ; which, with the exception of Rs. 

1,368-9-3 in the whole district, is unrealizable. The 

oo 2 
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abstract of Government demand, receipt, and balance, attached to the jum' 
mabundee report,* contains full details. 


5. I was in the districts the latter part of July and the whole of 
September, and can personally bear witness to the poor state of the rain 
crops. I also myself witnessed the great injury done to the cold weather 
crops. In the balance due in Kusrawud and Mundlaisir are included 
Rupees 1 ,090-6-8, on account of land irrigated from the Mundlaisir tank 


and Satkoot Katkoot weir. The former of these never, during the whole 
monsoon, had three feet water in it ; and the latter never 
LinXV io'«63 ij 3 filled sufficiently to permit of the water-course being 
Total, 19,439 111 available ; whereas in the previous year irrigation was 
carried on from both until March. I beg the sanction 
of Government for the remission of the unrealizable balances. * 


6. In addition to the Government revenue, the sum of Rs. 24, 1 56-10-6 
tuccavee has been repaid, leaving due Rupees 12,701-12-0. For a de- 
tailed account of tuccavee exhibiting amount advanced in this, the pre- 
vious and former years, amount recovered, and due, vide the statement 

in jummah return, f It will be observed that, in the past 
year. Rupees 10,158-4-0 only on all accounts were advanc- 
ed as tuccavee, compared with Rupees 30,805-6-0 in that preceding ; or 
about one-third. Of this Rupees 6,942 were for seed, food, and bullocks. 

7. I have been compelled, much against my will, but the case ad- 
mitted of no alternative, to again this year apply for permission to issue 
a certain amount of tuccavee for seed, food, and purchase of bullocks. 
Where the cultivators are very poor, or belong to the Bheel, Bheelala, 
or Gond tribes, soucars will not now lend them money. Under the 
Ijara or farming system, advances were often made on the farmer’s secu- 
rity, the lender being assured of the recovery of a portion at least of his 
debt, even in bad seasons, from the produce of the land ; the whole of 
which ought properly to be considered as available to satisfy the Govern- 
ment demand, theirs being the first right. When the cultivator was un- 
able to pay, both the advance, including heavy interest, and his proper- 


* Omitted^ not considered necessary, 

f Omitted: details not being legardcd as necessary to their publication. 
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tion of revenue, the latter account, generally speaking, suffered. Either 
the former paid the amount short, or else obtained a remission from Go- 
vernment, pleading bad crops. A year like the past would have been, 
under the old system, peculiarly favorable to such a proceeding. That 
the fall of rain was scanty was indisputable ; and by good management 
the farmer could always make it appear that the loss was greater than 
it really was ; the establishment maintained being utterly inadequate to 
exercise an efficient supervision, and check the claims preferred for re- 
missions. But many leaseholders were ruined by their assamees (culti- 
vators). They were forced to pay the banker the sum for which they had 
stood security, and which they could not recover from their people. Did 
they press them, the cultivators refused to plough. Population is thin, 
other cultivators could not be obtained, and the farmers were forced to 
yield to the conditions required. I can mention many instances of in- 
dividuals ruined in this way. 


8. I trust His Honor the Lieutenant Governor will believe that I 
have done my utmost to carry out his views and opinions regarding the 
system of making advances. The very amount issued last year, as com- 
pared with that in the preceding, will show that I have not been remiss 
on this point. 

9. I may observe that the Patels have themselves this year volun- 
tarily, many of them, given the poorer villagers, advances from the 5 per 
cent, allowed by Government. 


10. In the Asseer pergunnah I mentioned last year in my report, 
that I anticipated a considerable decrease. There was, however, only a 
deficiency of Rupees 174-2, in the Government demand, as compared 
with the jummabundee of 1847-48 ; losses having been met by correspond- 
ing increase in newly settled villages, and Government being credited 
with the difference, being between the patels’ percentage and the sum 
allowed to leaseholders for expense of management, in villages this year 
brought under Khalsa management. But the pergunnah depends entire- 
ly upon the city of Boorhanpore for its prosperity; and as the latter w 
rapidly and surely deteriorating, so will the pergunnah revenue fall, by 
rent coming down to the average of other land. The djsturbance be- 
tween the Hindoos and Moosulmans in October last ; in which such ala- 
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mentablc loss of life took place, followed up by the great fire in April, 
has caused very many people to leave the city ; and the lands surrounding 
it, formerly cultivated by people from within, have fallen out of cultiva- 
tion. Many of these lands were held, and only nominally cultivated, by 
people, who wished to be considered as British subjects, and thus claim 
our protection in times of diHiculty. This system, however, ceased some 
four years since, but the lands they held before, they continued to hold, 
until the late events above enumerated. 

11. Khundwah, Burwai and Peeplode present a slight increase, like- 
ly in the two former to advance yearly, by lands lately brought under 
cultivation coming, gradually, under full assessment. Poonassa also shows 
a small advance; and as cflbrts are now being made systematically to re- 
settle the pergunnah, (once, and not lO:) years since, a most flourishing 
district worth a lac of lliipees per annum gross rental,) I trust year, by 
year, to show an improved state of things. Attode also is progressing; 
but it is, as well as Seylanee Billora, a poor pergunnah, never capable of 
yielding much. In Moondee and Bhamgurh there is a slight decrease 
owing to IJara villages becoming Khalsa, in which land had fallen out of 
cultivation. Dhurgaum is only capable of advance from improved cultiva- 
tion, /. e, irrigated instead of rain crops, there being scarely a beegah of 
waste land in the pergunnah. 

12. The British districts present an increase of Rs. ,‘}28-l2-0 in the 
whole. In Kanapoor and Burreah there arc now only two villages un- 
settled ; and these I trust to see occupied this year. Those settled with- 
in the last three years require only a good season to set them up ; and this 
there seems every prospect of their now obtaining. 

13. In all the above remarks relative to the comparative amounts of 
the last and previous year’s jummabundee, I beg to be understood as re- 
ferring to the amount of Government demand as exhibited in the ab- 
stract of Government demand, receipts and balance, &c.’' The jumma- 
bundee return gives the gross demand including deductions, such as ze- 
mindars’ shares, ditto to patels, compensation for saycr dues, and many 
other items. 


14. I do not honestly think that, under the old Ijara system, the 
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amount of revenue this year realized would have been collected. With 
all its disadvantages, the Khalsa system, from its bringing the cultivators 
more immediately under the observation of the autborities, gives greater 
facilities for collecting the revenue, without the danger of, in bad years 
like the past, pressing them too hard. 'I'he assessment now prevailing, 
tested as it has been for three years, is, I can confidently affirm, exceed- 
ly fair and evenly distributed. 

1.5. The great object, therefore, contemplated in the recourse to 
Khalsa management, viz. a fair and even distribution of the burthen of 
taxation, has been obtained. Out of 058 villages inhabited in N iinar, 520 
are now under Khalsa management ; and every facility having been given 
to farmers to cancel the unexpired period of their leases, it is reasonable 
to conclude that where such permission has not been availed of, the bur- 
then does not press heavily on either farmers or cultivators. Were it 
felt oppressive by either they would soon make it known. 

10. That the assessment then, as far as any taxation can do, gives 
satisfaction, I can testify to, having for two years personally made the 
jummabundee of the British districts, and of Burwai, Bhurgaum and 
Seylanee, Attode, Moondee, and Poonassa (British Scindiah pergunniihs); 
and having reviewed it in Khundwah, Asseer, Peeplode and Bhamgurh, 
where it had been originally made by the deputy colleidor, Mahomed- 
Lall Khan. This last year it was very easy, there were but few complaints, 
and those proved mostly unfounded ; but all made were on the spot im- 
mediately by myself inquired into. The juininabundee was actually on 
the holdings, each man being requireil to pay the same as in the previous 
year; the beegahs and rates were referred to only when the amount total 
was disputed. 

1 7. The position of the cultivators having thus been secured, their 
complaints attended to, and, where just, satisfaction afforded, the field is 
clear for Government to introduce such system on its part as may be 
most consonant to its views and wishe.s, and at the same time not disagree- 
able to the people. It must be remembered that the inhabitants of Ni- 
mar arc a simple and ignorant and therefore suspicious race. The coun- 
try having been for years overrun both by plunderers and by the armies 
of contending powers, had become in many parts quite desolate, in others 
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tending to and not far from that state. The present cultivators, therefore, 
are many, or most of them, new comers; they have no local ties to bind 
them to the soil ; but came on peace being restored, to where a strong 
Government promised them safety, and where they obtained land on to- 
lerably fair terms; almost the only “ wutundars” were the patels, who, un- 
der all circumstances, clung to their villages; even if compelled to aban- 
don them, being ready on the first favorable opportunity to re-settle 
them. 


18. It is obvious that much mutual confidence cannot exist in a so- 
ciety so constituted ; in a country, where land, if not close at hand, is yet 
procurable at so few miles distance, as to render it not a very arduous 
undertaking for a dissatisfied man to leave his present location, and enter 
into more favorable engagements elsewhere. Should any location be so 
abandoned, it is no easy matter to fill up the place of the emigrant. 

19. Such, combined with poverty, were the causes that prevented the 
first arrangement desired by His Honor the lieutenant Governor, and 
explained in Mr. Secretary Thornton’s letter No. 2416, dated 8th June 
1847, from being carried into effect. The cultivators had not sufficient 
confidence, the one in the other, to become jointly and severally respon- 
sible; even though thereby gettiug rid of nearly one-third of the burthen of 
taxation. The main objects, I conclude, contemplated by the proposed 
arrangement were fixity and certainty of revenue, and reduction of the 
present establishment ; as well as the desire that the people should be 
as little as possible subject to the interference of Government officials. 
It would also have gone far to relieve the Government from the necessi- 
ty of making advances (tuccavee) on many accounts ; from being in fact 
the bankers of the poorer classes of cultivators ; a necessity from which, 
under purely Khalsa management, I see not how Government can entire- 
ly free itself. 

20. But as this plan proved impracticable from the causes mentioned 
above, the system of granting leases, of their hohlings to individual cul- 
tivators an favorable terms, was by Mr. Secretary Allen’s letter. No. 5085, 
of 16th October last, directed to be entered on. It was hoped that, by 
the grant of a lease for a long period of years, with the additiwi where 
practicable, of a piece of waste ground, vent free, attachment to the jail 
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might be created, and the cultivator find it his interest to improve his 
land. 

21. I accordingly commenced in Kusrawud, not perhaps the most fa- - 
vorable locale, but being British, hwas desirous to first settle it, and 
other British pergunnahs. Moreover it was close at hand. In nearly 
all the villages of this pergunnah there is no waste land, and it having 
been always well inhabited, the cultivated area is fully assessed ; moreover 
from the proximity of many of the villages to the river Nerbudda, the 
construction of wells for irrigation is impossible. The people then when 
leases were proposed to them replied promptly — Will you reduce our 
** rent ? if not what have we to gain by leases ; why should we hang ail 
** anchor round our necksr 

22. As for reducing the rent, that I did not consider myself autho- 
rized to engage for. The reduction would not have a whit relieved us 
of the necessity of making remissions in years of s»carcity, as we are, at pre- 
sent, obliged to do. The cultivators are not enough men of substance 
to make one year pay for the other, i. e, a good one for a bad one. The 
remainder of their answer was, I conceive, dictated by a suspicious ap- 
prehension that the leases were only a prelude to some further attack on 
their purses. I do not by any means despair of introducing leases even 
in Kusrawud; elsewhere it will, I think, be easier. Every where the way 
has been paved by the last year’s jummabundee having been upon hold- 
ings ; 1 only fear to do harm by hurrying. It is to those pergunnahs, how- 
ever, where there is much wast# land that I conceive His Honor the 
Lieutenant Governor meant chiefly to allude, where attachment to the 
soil has to be created. In the better peopled districts, of course, competi- 
tion supplies in a measure the place of attachment, and the cultivators are 
less prone to wander. 

2’k But now comes the village lease question ; where the cultivators 
or a majority of them, have accepted leases, and there is waste ground 
in the village from which the patel can raise a profit he will, in almost 
every case, eagerly take a lease, at the present amount which the village 
yields ; indeed in some places even at an enhanced amount. The reim- 
bursement for expenses of management, petty leases, &c. &c. was before 
10 per cent, on the gross rentaL The patel now receives 5 per cent, for 

pp 



290 


REPORT FOR 1848-49 ON THE 


doing very much the same duty, except that as leaseholder he provided 
tuccavee, either giving it himself, or disbursing it from bankers on his 
security. In case of his becoming again a leaseholder, he would, I sup- 
pose, receive as before. 

24. Where again there is no waste land from whence the patel can 
derive a profit, he will even then in many cases take the lease, for the sake 
of the respectability it confers on him. And a more powerful reason still, 
that at the expiry of the lease his proprietary right might be established, 
as stated with reference to the sunnuds granted in Seylanee, Bhamgiirh, 
M oondce, &c. alluded to in para. 1 1 of Mr. Allen’s letter before advert- 
ed to. 


25. It would, I fear, result in a loss to Government were 25 or 30 
per cent., as laid down in Mr. Thornton’s letter above alluded to, allowed 
the village leaseholder (patel) to make good years pay for bad. He would 
willingly accept the difference in good, but most unwillingly pay it in 
bad seasons ; indeed I fear that it would be impossible to realize balances 
in bad years, with any regard to future arrangements. 

26. Such a settlement then as will put the revenue on a perfectly 
fixed tenure for a number of years, would not seem likely to be effected 
by the plans above mentioned. And only a fixed revenue, irrespective 
of remissions on account of bad seasons, would enable the large Govern- 
ment establishments to be reduced, inasmuch as the chief necessity for 
maintaining such large establishments is to afford help in determining 
the actual loss to each village in cases of failure of the crops. These filil- 
ures are of not unfrequent occurrence ; and it is only men of respecta- 
bility, perfectly acquainted with the people, and the artifices brought into , 
play on these occasions, who are fit to be . entrusted with the necessary 
enquiries. 

27. But if after the individual cultivators have been settled with 
leases of their several holdings, for a fixed term of years as before detail- 
ed, the village be farmed to the patel (when willing) and a banker or 
bunneea associated with him ; or when the patel is unwilling, if the village 
be given to a respectable banker, the reduction of 25 or 30 per cent, may 
I think be safely made, and the remainder be considered as fixed revenue. 
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As a class, patels are too poor and improvident for such an arrangement 
to be safely made with them alone, but associated with a banker, there 
would be no risk. 


28. The patel’s “ malikana” might be included in the 25 or 30 per 
cent, deduction allowed, he, as now, rendering service for it. The tucca- 
vee difficulty would be entirely got rid of. The cultivator’s rights would 
be secured, and in no danger of infringement. It may be asked, how the 
question would be settled as to what remission the lessee should make 
to his cultivators in bad years. This difficulty I would meet by refus- 
ing to interfere between them, in which case I am confident that the 
lessee would come to some arrangement with his people, sooner than al- 
low them to desert the villages which they infallibly would do, if press- 
ed too hard. 


29. I must add that the people generally speaking do not relish the 
idea of any alteration in the present mode of management. They like 
the Khalsa system. Under it more consideration is shewn to them, they 
communicate direct with the officers of Government instead of through 
a third party, and have a claim, i. e. the poorer class, by far the largest 
section, to be assisted by the Government with advances free of interest, 
a great charm to a native, and indeed to any one. 

30. If, however. His Honor the Lieutenant Governor should think 
that the delays and difficulties as mentioned above, that present them- 
selves in carrying his wishes into effect arise from my inexperience and 
want of knowledge of the subject, I would suggest, and in so doing, trust 
to be held guiltless of presumption, that some one versed in the system be 
sent down here, to try it in Kusrawud or Dhurgaum, or Khundwah, well 
cultivated and inhabited districts, and I pledp mpelf to afford every 
assistance and aid in my power to effect what is desired. 


31. We have during this past year seen the benefits afforded by 
tanks for the first time fully. The two previous seasons had been good 
ones as regard the fall of rain ; water was plentiful in the jungles for 
the cattle, and the wells, generally speaking, retained water as long as 
was necessary for irrigation.. But after the scanty fall of last year 
happy were those whose village was situated near a tank. The cattle of 
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12 villages used to come to Jeit wai. Lachora supplied Burreah with water, 
as well for human beings, as for cattle, besides irrigating 164 beegahs. 
Dusbe was resorted to from Kanapoor and all the surrounding villages; 
even those tanks that soon dried up were under ground extending their 
influence, keeping wells full, and so benefiting the country. 

32. It will be observed that we have, this past year, lost as many 
cultivators as in the previous, but have not gained in the same propor- 
tion. Had it been desirable I could have obtained at once 150 or 160 
men from the Zynabad and Edulabad pergunnahs (Scindhia’s), but I have 
exercised great caution in admitting new men, and giving them advances. 
Hence the small number that appear in the return. 

33. In my last report I detailed fully the circumstances connected 
with the issuing sunnuds to the patels. I feel deeply the consideration 
with which His Honor the Lieutenant Governor viewed this proceeding 
unwarranted, indeed forbidden as it was. I explained as fully and openly, 
and before the same people in whose presence the sunnuds had been 
given, the mistake committed and the instructions issued in conse- 
quence by the Lieutenant Governor. No misunderstanding took place nor 
any misapprehension. All felt conscious that to their own exertions 
they must look for future consideration to be shown their children, 
and all felt assured that to the deserving such consideration would be 
shown. 


34. I visited the Gond districts in April last, and found very satis- 
factory progress made by the new settlers adverted to in my last report . 
(para. 17). A very considerable difficulty in the way of preserving, over 
these wild people, that superintendence without which no improvement is 
to be looked for is the unhealthiness of the climate. The only karkoon 
I had conversant with the Gond language, died last November. The 
Deputy Collector, Mahomed Lall Khan, however, has been successful in 
inducing the parents of 4 boys, aged from 10 to 13, to permit their 
children to be taken to Peeplode, for the purpose of being educated at 
the school, and rendered capable of keeping the village accounts. Should , 
the scheme answer it may be a means of doing further good ; should it " 
fail, no harm is done, but the attempt reflects the highest credit on the 
Deputy Collector. , 
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o« “ Moondee" lands adverted to in para. 8 of 
Mr. Allens letter No. 5085, dated 15th October last, is fixed and perma- 
nent, and the holders "pay whether they cultivate or not. It is for this 
reason that I requested permission to re-assess them, as the rate on many 
of them is now much in excess of that prevailing on adjoining lands. 

In consequenceof this high assessment some have 
fallen out of cultivation, and arrears remain due 
each year, even in the best seasons. I do not wish 
for permission to re-assess the whole of them (9895 
beegahs,) but only those in which loss is sustained, 
viz. beegahs 1865 and 9 biswas. 


A. D. r A^seer, 


A. D. f Astitfer, 


101 

13 

6 

69 

7 

6 

261 

5 

0 

235 

2 

0* 

148 

6 

0 

383 

8 

01 


Ka. 8,776-8 per annum. 


Ra. 533-1-11. 


36. During the past year, i. e. from the 1st June 1848, the reduction 
of the police horse has come into effect, involving a 
saving of Rs. 8,776-8-0 per annum to the British 
Government. Within the same period also in-door work has produced a 
clear profit of Rs. 533-1-11, besides enabling us to dis- 
pense with the services of some of the road burkundauze 
allowed for guarding prisoners when at their work. The full number 
is drawn for monthly, but the pay of nine has been carried to the credit of 
Government since 1st January last, previously to which that of some- 

times 4, sometimes 5, 6 and 7, had been credited. Find- 

from I gt May 1848 10 1st iiig also that tlic labor of management of the two 
British pergunnahs Kanapoor and Burreah was not 
more now than one individual might be reasonably expected to execute, 
and an opportunity presenting itself, I have placed the two pergunnahs 
under one man, the amount of Rs. 28 monthly being 
Ra. 330 per annum. Carried to the Credit of Government in my monthly 

accounts, from the 1st May last, I have also struck 
off the mahalkany of Sewal in the Asseer pergunnah (British Scindiah,) 
the appointment appearing after 3 years trial, perfectly unnecessary, no 
good results having accrued from his entertainment. By an arrangement 
effected with the post office for conveying the pergunnah dawk between 
this (sudder station) and the Khundwah and Asseer districts, I trust to 
be able to effect a saving in the establishment of pergunnah Peeadahs, 
a number of whom .were employed in carrying the dawk. 
iiwMaum. reduction under this head will not be less than 60 

Rs. per mensem. 
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37. In contrast with the above the only new item of extra expen- 

diture prospectively, is for the establishment of a dis- 
p« pcnsaty at Khundwah, regarding which 1 had the ho- 

nor on the 29th June last of addressing you, and for 
which I was sincerely glad to perceive you had addressed the secretary to 
Government Northwestern Provinces. That His Honor the Lieutenant 
Governor will receive the proposition, favorably, is my earnest hope, no 
extra expense on account of the pergunnah Poonassa, newly taken under 

Khalsa management, is requisite, with exception of 5 Rs. per mensem 
for stationery and oil. 

38. I have experienced much difficulty in attempting to get rid of 
the old and inefficient members of the police corps (foot), in fact that ob- 
ject has yet in a great measure to be attained. Your letter of 7th August 
last, directed that the old men should be struck off ; and in case of their 
having no sons or other relations to serve in their room, that the newly 
enlisted should receive 4 Rs. per mensem, the balance of 1 rupee being 
paid to the discharged ; and on their death the 4 Rupees men should suc- 
ceed to the vacancies. But to a man, old and infirm after 30 years’ ser- 
vice, 1 rupee a month is a very small pittance, and yet for less than 4 
Rs. satisfactory service cannot be expected from any man. I submitted 
to you ill April last in the course of conversation, a plan for forming the 

police corps into three companies armed 
with fusils as per margin ; my plan embrac- 
ing the creation of more commissioned 
and non-commissioned officers, the want 
of some supervision having long been felt. 
The amount saved. Rupees 41 per men- 
sem, I proposed requesting permission to 
apply in pensioning the old and worn-out 
men ; some 20 in number. But this last 
part of my plan offered objections, though 
should it be deemed capable of being 
carried out with modifications, 1 would 
submit details in full. 

39. But few works have been executed during 1848-49. Lieutenant 
Keatinge has nearly finished a water-course for conveying water from the 


Proposed establishment. 

Each company. Rs. 

1 Jemadar, .. 80 

1 Naib ditto 20 

3 DufTadars, at 9 27 

3 Lace ditto, at 7, 21 

70 Peeadahs at 5, 350 

78 men, ^48 

or 3 Companies. 

234 Rupees, 1,344 

Present establishment. 

Rs. 

2 Jemadars at 30 00 

1 Duffadar, 20 

5 ditto at 10, 50 

30 Peeadahs at 6, .. .. •• •• 130 

215 ditto at 5, 1>075 

253 Rupees 1,385 
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Lachora tank to irrigate lands for which irrigation had been hitherto con- 
sidered impracticable. This involved some difficult work, but the chief part 
has been got over. Several weirs, Kharwar, Taklee and that on the Sookhta 
river, have been altered and improved. Acting upon the permission given 
by para. 18 of Mr. Secretary Allen’s letter above quoted, Dhurmsalas have 


• Ahmeilpoor, pergunimh Kliundwah (British Sciiidiah). 
SooIgNum, .. ditto .. Dhurgaum (ditto ditto), 
Bygaum, .. ditto .. ditto (ditto ditto). 

Mohamkabad, ditto .. Kusrawiid (British). 


been built at several places* half 
the costs or thereabouts having 
been defrayed by the inhabitants. 
All four are on well frequented 
roads. 


40. Rupees 1,200 were sanctioned by your letter No. 506, dated 16th 
April 1847, for four mahalkurries’ thannahs at Jawar, Rustompoor, 
Pundhana, and Mokulgauin in the British Scindiah pergunnah ofKhund- 
wah. The amount sanctioned had been exceeded when I inspected them 
in November 1847, and I found it absolutely necessary, to secure their 
lasting for any length of time, to direct certain alterations and additions. 
These were not finished at the time of closing accounts last year, though 
they more properly belong to it. 

41. The Lachora tank and the weir expenses have been carried to 
account under their several heads. The amount sanctioned has not been 
exceeded, but the works are not completely finished, though I anticipate 
their being so within the mark. But for the Dhurmsalas, and the Than- 
nah expenses as given at length in the “ list ♦ of works executed,” I have 
the honor to request that sanction may be obtained. 

42. But the chief works, and towards the completion of which every 
exertion is now being used, is the road from Indore to Boorhanpore, 
passing for a distance of 108 miles through Nimar. The two most diffi- 
cult, i. e. the Simrole Ghaut and Asseer Pass, have been, the former near- 
ly, and the latter quite finished, though of course their annual mainten- 
ance in repair will cost money. The next most difficult part is between 
Deisgaum and Dhungaum 16 miles, at present under construction. The 
importance of this line is great, leading as it does from Malwa to Khand- 
eish and Berar ; and I trust that eventually it will become a road pass- 


• Omitted, not being considered necessary. 
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able at all seasons for travellers and merchants. The soil is favorable 
generally speaking ; there not being, I think, above 25 or 30 miles of 
black soil altogether, chiefly in the Khundwah pergunnah. Morum is 
also near and good. It is a line much frequented, more so now than 
formerly ; the bounty of Government has provided serais in our districts, 
and H. H. Holkar has followed the good example, and done his part; 
robberies are seldom heard of ; and should the railway come, as was at 
first, I believe, intended, to Nusseerabad in Khandeish, its importance 
will, it is evident, be immensely increased. It is very desirable to have 
a survey of the whole road made, from Indore to the Tapty, and Lieu- 
tenant Keatinge will commence it after the rains. 

43. By No. 245, dated 9th March last, to your address from the offg. 
Secretary to Government North Western Provinces, permission was ac- 
corded for assistance towards building reading rooms for the native li- 
braries in Nimar, and books were also promised. I have the pleasure of 
informing you that in Burwai and Buhadoorpore (British Scindiah,) the 
people have subscribed respectively Rupees 60 and 150, and neat read- 
ing rooms have been erected at a cost as per mar- 

L“hrdirpoVc,282 12 I amount in excess of that subscribed, 

I have the honor to request sanction. These native 
libraries are a source of much promise, and evince an appreciation on the 
part of the people of the means of education afforded them. The schools 
arc tolerably, indeed very well attended, considering the population, the 
average attendance being 691 boys. Money towards building reading 
rooms has been subscribed in several other places. 

44. I beg to bring prominently to notice the gratifying fact that 
in the past, as in the previous year, no human lives have been lost by 
tigers. Thus for two years has Nimar escaped this scourge. In 1846-47 
seven lives were lost, and this was about the average of previous years. 
Forty-three tigers have beenftilled in 1848-49, at a cost to Government of 
Rs. 1,116 only. In .July last the reward was reduced to Rupees 25 in 
Holkar’s districts, but I have great hopes that the durbar may be induced 
to reconsider their decision, adverting to the benefit^ derived from the des- 
truction of these animals, and to the chance that the inducement to des- 
troy them being so much lessened, they may shortly become as great a 
pest as heretofore, in the Maharajah’s districts. 
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45. The criminal returns of the district are favorable. Crime is 
not common, at least of the more serious description, and the same may 
be said of petty offences. There are now in confinement 54 individuals, 
inhabitants of or belonging to Nimar, vide page 27 of jummabundee 
return showing offences for which incarcerated, and periods of imprison- 
ment. 


46. Lieutenant Keatinge is making such progress with the map of 
Nimar as his limited establishment will permit, though such an under- 
taking of course will take long to finish. He is now, during Mr. Conlan’s 
absence, in charge of the jail ; the treasury I have taken myself. I am 
happy to be able to conclude by adding that the present season has com- 
menced most favorably, about 15 inches having fallen to the present date ; 
the tank and weirs have all stood the sudden and heavy fall excellently, 
and are already tolerably full; every thing in short promises well. I trust 
next year to show a better balance sheet than this, in which there have 
been several items, which may be fairly classed as “ extra,” such as Rs. 
3,000 for prison workshops, the same for the Edulabad and Bodur 
bungalows, and 600 rupees for boats at Bhamgurh and Moondee, besides 
large arrears of land revenue. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 

H. S. EVANS, 

Pclttical Assistant in Nimar. 

Nimar Political Agency, 

Mnndlaisir, the 28M July 1849. 


QQ 
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No. 3318 of 1849. 


From 


J. Thornton, Esquire, 

Secretary to the Govt, oj the N. W. P. 


To 


R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 


Head Quarter $t the 9/A October 1849, 


Sir, 


I am desired to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
the 12th August, reporting on the civil administration of 

Revenue department. 


2. The accounts for the year, contrasted with those of the preceding 

year, stand as per margin. The de- 



St. 1904 

St. 1905 


A. D. 1847-8. 

A. D. 1848-9. 

Land revenue, . . 

1,09,273 

1,70,404 

Sewai Jumma,.. .. 

22,310 

27,412 

Total demanded, .. 

1,91,589 

1,97,816 

Collections, .. .. 

1,89,430 

1,76,977 


mand exceeded that of the preceding 
year by more than 6,000, chiefly under 
the head of Sewai jumma, but the 
collections fell short by 12,459 Ru- 
pees. 


3. The quantity of Khalsa land under cultivation and the revenue 

demandable therefrom, show some in- 



Beegahs. 

Rupees. 

Jummabundee of 1904,* . . 

2,47,758 

1,04,778 

Decrease in 1905, 

8,346 

4,346 

Increase in ditto 

15,146 

4,847 

Jummabundee of 1905, . . 

2,54,556 

1,65,278 


crease of land thus managed, but a 
decreased demand therefrom. 


4. The outstanding amount of tuccavee has been reduced from 
Rs. 25,424 at the close of 1,904 to Rs. 12,702, which is very satisfactory, 
as is also the reduced amount of Rs. 10,158 granted within the year. 


• Itii not immediate!]/ apparent how this can be reconciled with the Jummabundee furnished with the last year's 
report, which gavebeegahs 2,19,473and Rs. 1,46.73], 
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5. The season is represented to have been unfavorable, and the re- 

. Briti.h, 8.805 12 0 irrccovcrable balance noted in the mar- 

scindiah’i, 10,663 16 3 giH IS recoiiiinended. This is sanctioned. 


19,469 11 3 


6. The circumstances stated in para. 34 of Lieutenant Evans’ report, 
regarding the improvement of the good settlers, is encouraging. It does 
not, however, appear why the establishment of a school in the midst of 
them, would not be a better means of educating the children, than the 
persuasion of a few of the number to repair to the school at Peeplode. 

7. The reduction of the assessment on the Moondee lands in Khund- 
wah and Asseer, wherever it is excessive, is sanctioned. 

8. The revision of the police Nujeeb establishment, as proposed in 
para. 38 of Lieutenant Evans’ report, is sanctioned ; but the saving which 
results cannot be given in pensions to the discharged men, as this is 
opposed to existing rules. 'Phe remodelled force must not be armed in 
any new way, which will involve additional expense on account of arms 
or accoutrements. 

9. The arrangement (para. 36) for uniting pergunnah Kanapoor and 
Burreah is judicious. The saving of one person on a salary of 28 Rupees 
per mensem which results hence, as well as that of 30 Rupees arising 
from the reduction of the mahalkurry of Sewul in As.seer, making in 
all Rs. 696 per annum, should be shown as reduction of establishments. 

10. The establishment of a dispensary at Khundwah has been sanc- 
tioned by the orders of the 22d ultimo. 

1 1. The Lieutenant Governor is glad to find that attention continues 
to be directed to the construction of works of irrigation and of roads. 
It is in seasons of difficulty, such as that which has lately passed, that 
the value of these works is most felt. The circumstances stated in para. 
31 of Lieutenant Evans’ report, regarding the benefit derived from the 
tanks at Jeitwai, Lachora and Duslee, are very gratifying. The supply 
of water for both men and cattle conduces essentially to the good of the 

Qq2 
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country in such cases, and is not to be the less valued, because the pre- 
cise return in augmented land revenue cannot be immediately stated in 
figures. 


12. Sanction is given to the expense incurred for the reading rooms 

at Burwai and fiahadoorpore, over and 
above that subscribed by the people. 

13. The average attendance at 
the schools of 591 boys, is as large as 
could well be expected, considering 
the scanty population and the ignorant and impoverished state of the people. 

14. The review of the year’s administration is highly creditable to 
Lieutenant Evans’ care, diligence and devotion to his public duties. 
Nothing however which is stated at all induces the Lieutenant Governor 
to alter his sentiments as to the objectionable nature of the system pur- 
sued. It may answer, as a temporary expedient, amongst a poor people 
in a wild part of the country, but for permanent adoption it is beset with 
many imperfections. The sooner it can be laid aside, the more likely is 
the country to become prosperous. 

15. The object of the system of revenue administration should be, 
not to levy from the actual cultivators the maximum, which the soil can 
produce in any year, without intrenching on the fair wages of the laborer, 
but to give landed property a high value, to promote the investment of 
capital in land, and to encourage agricultural industry by affording it 
an immediate and evident reward. 

16. This would be politic under any circumstances. In a highly 
cultivated and fully peopled country, it would be desirable so to fix the 
assessment, and to regulate the terms on which the land is held, as to 
bring about this result, even at some immediate sacrifice of the state 
income. But in a thinly peopled and ill cultivated district like Nimar, 
the advantage is immediate and palpable. More land is brought into 
cultivation, the population rapidly increases, and the foundation is quick- 
ly laid for a rapid increase of the wealth of the people and consequently 
of the income of the state. 



Burwai. 

Bahadoor- 

pore. 

Expense, . . 

142 3 3 

282 12 6 

Subscribed, 

60 0 0 

150 0 0 

To be paid by dovernment, . . 

82 3 3 

132 12 6 
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17. Lieutenant Evans seems to be so much engrossed with the 
grateful result of his own labors amongst the people, that he overlooks 
the far higher object, which he should place before himself : he should 
seek, by the introduction of improved principles of action, to make the 
people in some measure independent of the peculiar character of the 
superintending officer. He should aim to make them prosperous, not 
because of the bearing of his individual exertions upon the agricultural 
operations of the year under review, but because the measures he in- 
troduces, and the position in which he places the people is one calcula- 
ted under all ordinary circumstances to draw forth their exertions to the 
utmost, to bear hard upon the idle and improvident, and to stimulate 
the industrious and enterprising. 

18. Lieutenant Evans remarks in paras. 22 and 25, regarding the 
impossibility of realising the revenue with punctuality in unfavorable 
seasons, and in para. 26 on the fallacy of expecting any reduction of the 
Government establishments on the discontinuance of the Khalsah system, 
are mere assertions, which show how much he has prejudged the ques- 
tion in his own mind. Facts do not bear out his supposition. The sea- 
son was considerably below the average in the old settled districts of the 
North Western Provinces as well as in Nimar. In the latter district 
under the Khalsah system, when the Government makes disbursements 
for works of irrigation, advances capital largely to the cultivators, and 
has the services of a most active and intelligent officer with a strong 
establishment, there is yet an irrecoverable balance of about 10 per cent. 

on the total demand. In the former case with 
Toui demand,,. i.9T,8i6 jjg (jirgct assistancB from the Government to the 

Irrecoverable balance, 19,470 . i -i 

people, with no picked agency, and with but very 
little minute interference with the agricultural concerns of the people, 
the demand of Government is realized with surprising punctual- 
ity, the irrecoverable balance being scarcely 1 per cent, on the actual 
demand. 


19. It is true that it may be long before the district of Nimar is as 
rich and prosperous as the Doab ; but Nimar was once wealthy and high- 
ly cultivated, and the state of the Doab was not always as flourishing 
as it now is. There is no apparent reason, why the employment of ju- 
dicious measures may not raise the rich lands bordering on the Nerbudda 
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to the same state of fertility and productiveness as that which now cha- 
racterizes those on the banks of the Ganges and Jumna. 

20. An idea seems to have been entertained (para. 21) of abandon- 
ing the Khalsah and introducing the proposed system in Kusrawud ; 
but the attempt was discontinued, because the people did not at once 
understand the change, and because a loss of revenue was apprehended. 

The Khalsah system was maintained and the Govern- 
Irrlcovlrabirrlnce^^^ Called upoii to saiictioii the remission as irre- 

coverable of 19 per cent, of the demand. 

21. If it be correct, as appears to be implied, that Kusrawud is so fully 
cultivated that no probable improvement of cultivation will add to the 
maximum demand now fixed, then certainly that maximum will not be rea- 
lized under any system ; and it is far better that the reduction be made in 
the form of a more moderate demand for a term of years, than in occasional 
large remissions, in years of less than average productiveness. If, how- 
ever, it be granted that the reduction of demand necessarily resulting 
from the change of system were to lessen the average receipts of the 
Government for a long term of years, from this particular pergunnah, 
the benefit might be great in the increased wealth of the people, and in 
the more rapid improvement of the other less cultivated pergunnahs from 
the example of moderation thus held out to them. The objection raised 
by the people only shows that they are ignorant, and that sufficient effort 
was not made to explain the subject to them. 

22. In para. 27 the selection of the person with wffiom the engage- 
ment is to be made, is treated entirely as one of expediency and not of 
right or superior claim. If the patels are now a poor and improvident 
class, it may be expected they will, under a more hopeful state of things, 
grow richer and more thrifty; but the idea can never be countenanced of 
obviating the present defect, by the authoritative association with them 
of bankers. 

23. It has already been remarked in para. 2 that the chief item of 
increase in the demand for the year under review, had 

27 ' 4 i 2 Sewai jummah. In the fully assessed per- 

gunnah of Kusrawud the increase under this head had 


JH47-B .. 
J848-9 .. 
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been from 3,438 to 4,138. It it not easy to understand from the headings, 
what is the nature of the several items, that make up the total. Many 
of them appear to be very petty and fluctuating in their amount. They 
are therefore apt to be the cause of much vexation to the people, and 
extortion on the part of the officials. An essential feature of an impro- 
ved system would be to consolidate the Mai and Sewai, and leave to 
the people the petty profits they might make from their mangoe and 
mhowah trees or their custard apples. 

24. In para. 30 Lieutenant Evans suggests that “ if any change of 
system” is to be effected, some one versed in what “ is proposed be sent 
down to try it.” The desired change is no intricate measure, which can 
be effected by certain rules, and where the course followed in one part 
of the country can be necessarily adapted in another. The change is a 
simple one ; perfectly within the comprehension of an officer of Lieu- 
tenant Evans’ attainments. If ever successfully made, it must be by the 
influence and arguments of the officer in charge of the district, and by his 
judiciously availing himself of the opportunities presented to him. No 
subordinate could effect it contrary to the opinion or expectation of his 
superior, and it is not supposed that Lieutenant Evans desires by this 
expression to divest himself of the charge of a district, in the manage- 
ment of which he evidently feels a just pride and pleasure. 

25. The observations in para. 22 of the report afford better promise. 
“ He does not by any means despair of introducing leases, and only fears 
to do harm by hurrying.” This is wiser and more hopeful language. 
No undue hurry should on any account be shown. Full authority is given 
so to adjust the demand, even at some immediate loss, as to suit the ex- 
pected change of circumstances. Alarm must not be felt if some of the 
first efforts are unsuccessful. The change, however beneficial it may 
ultimately prove, cannot be effected but gradually, and judiciously ; nor 
can it be effected at all against the ignorance on the part of the people, 
and self interest on the part of the subordinate officials ; which it is likely 
to meet with, unless the officer in charge of the district bring a willing 
and determined spirit to the execution of the duty. 

• 

26. I am desired to observe that no information is possessed regard- 
ing the size of the beegah in Nimar. It is requested that this may be 
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in the next report, and that in the column (the last in paragraph 
12) showing the total jummabundee of the current year, the cultivated 
area may be given in English acres as well as in the local beegah. 

1 have the honor to be, &c. 

J. THORNTON, 

Secretary to Govt, the N. JV. P, 


Head Quarters, 
the 9th October 1849 . 
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No. 4. 


REPORT FOR 1819-50. 


From 


To 


No. 1032 of 1850. 

R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Itea'id<‘nt at Indore. 

J. Thornton, Esquire, 

Secretary to Govt, of the N. W. P. 


Indore Residency^ the 20th July 1850 . 


Sir, 

I havethe honor to submit the Annual Report * on Nimar received 
from Lieutenant Evans, the Political Assistant, with its 
:849-50. several enclosures. 

2. The statement shews an increase of Rs. 1181-5-3 in revenue de- 
mand, which may be ascribed to increased cultivation and improvement. 
The annual demand, on account of the British districts, was Rs. 46,351-8-3, 
of which only the sum of Rs. 760-7-3 remain unrealized. In British Scin- 
diah’s districts the demand was Rs. 1,25,233-12-3, of which Rs. 4,464-4-3 
formed the balance. 

The total demand was, Rs. 1,71,585 4 6 

And the total balance, 8,953 10 6 

So that the collections were, 1,62,631 10 0 

RR 
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3. Of the balance, 8,953 10 6 

There had been realized, 3,728 15 0 

Leaving a deficit of, 6,224 11 6 


of which the sum of 3,444-2 is considered irrecoverable and recommended 
for remission, as also the sum of Rs. 121-12-6 remaining 
pJ’p'olu/’Mfl t » unrealized, in Khundwah pergunnah, of the recoverable 
Kiurawuj , 07 8 u balaoces of last year. The total receipts of the year were 
^ ** Rs. 1,89,314, which is an excess of Rs. 12,336 over the 
revenue collections of the preceding year. 

4. In para. 7 Lieutenant Evans notices the assessment in Bahadoor- 
poor Tuppa as requiring revision, which measure may be authorized ; 
the current rates of assessment were fixed 12 years ago, and have not 
since been interfered with. 

5. The Lieutenant Governor will observe with satisfaction the 

decrease in tuccavee advances. The amount under this 
12 0 head at the close of the year was only Rs. 9,271-8-6, all 
1849-so.. 9,271 8 « jg considered safe, though some granted to the 

Goonds may be doubtful. 

6. Pergunnah Kusrawud has been made over to the Deputy Collec- 
tor Mr. T. Conlan, who has commenced preliminary operations. The 
boundaries have been adjusted, and, with one exception, all such dis- 
putes have been settled. Of those between the British and Holkar dis- 
tricts, one only was peculiar, owing to the acknowledged existence of the 
dispute for years before our coming into Nimar. The principle for the 
settlement of this has however been arranged between myself and the 
Durbar on the basis of possession, and the statu quo in 1818. I do not 
e.xpect that further discussion will be raised by the local officer. 

7. His Honor’s instructions are required on the point raised in para- 
graph 10. In the event of not one of the three modes of settlement 
being practicable, Mr. Conlan enquires whether a lease to a stranger 
farmer may be granted, or whether the village shall be continued under 
Khalsa management. Lieutenant Evans advocates the latter course, 
which perhaps had better be the one. pursued until after the completion 
of the settlement, when the future management of villages so circum- 
stanced can be determined on more certain data than now possessed. 
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8. The beegah in Nimar contains 27,225 square feet, or 3,025 square 
yards, the English statute acre is 4,840, a fact to be considered in estima- 
ting and comparing rents and produce. 

9. As the Deputy Collector’s work will greatly increase after the 
rains when the settlement commences, the application for a temporary 
increase to establishment, to ihe extent of 50 Rs. per mensem, does not 
appear improper, and may be sanctioned" during settlement operations." 

10. A very neat specimen of a village map is annexed, which is very 
creditable to Lieutenant Keatinge in charge of the survey. My views 
coincide with Lieutenant Evans, that all village maps should be so con- 
structed that, on being united, the whole should form a correct pergun- 
nah map. 

11. Where tracts of jungle or hill intervene between villages not 
belonging to either, if only one point be fixed, the extent of land so 
circumstanced, should any be found, can at once be determined. I hope 
the Lieutenant Governor will allow Lieutenant Keatingc’s working 
establishment in the field to be strengthened as may become necessary, 
if suitable and qualified persons can be procured. 

12. On a point noticed in para. 15, Lieutenant Evans awaits His 
Honor’s instruction. I do not think the stipulation can be yielded, and 
question whether the applicants will press it if they are informed that 
the disposal of land so left lapses to the party under agreement, or to 
the general community under their own arrangements. 

13. I see no objection to the adoption of any one of the three modes of 
settlement according to the wishes of each village community; an uniform 
mode throughout a pergunnah, however desirable, cannot be imperative. 

14. It is a gratifying fact to find deserted villages resettled ; and 
the report made on this head is most encouraging. A main object is to 
encourage and extend by all proper means the cultivated area. 

15. With this view I detached a party from the Malwa Bheel corps 
to Poonassa, so as to form a small post in this tract of country : a party 

RR 2 
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of prisoners were also lodged in the old Fort. On this nucleus a village 
has arisen, which I trust will lead to the restoration of this once flourish- 
ing pergunnah. 

♦ ^ 

16. The success in this instance is so encouraging, that I am pre- 
pared to renew the experiment. A healthy site, with good water, is 
however indispensably necessary in these wild tracts, where fevers of a 
most prostrating type prevail : protection at night and good food are the 
chief causes of healthiness of the detachment and of prisoners. 

17. His Honor will observe great attention has been paid, and is 
constantly devoted, to the opening out of roads and facilitating the means 
of intercommunication. From such measures the most beneficial results 
may safely be anticipated. These roads are all auxiliaries, and should some 
day a main line of rail-road cross the valley of Nimar, an outlet for its 
produce will be obtained, and its prosperity materially advanced. 

18. Lieutenant Evans in para. 27, notices that the dates on which the 
four revenue instalments fall due, are earlier than the period at which the 
cultivator can realise the produce of his labor in the market, and suggests 
therefore that they be hereafter, 15th December, 1st February, 15th 
March, and 15th May. An objection to the last date especially is, that 
its income will not appear in the year’s accounts made up to 30th April. 

19. The several items of Sewai jumma are noticed in para. 36. It 
remains for the Lieutenant Governor to direct the remission of any that 
may appear obnoxious. The income from mangoe and mowa trees, not 
private property, was Rs. 909-9-3 last year; custard apple trees, 18-6-6. 
These at settlement may go to the parties engaging. Phallege, the rent from 
melon lands in beds of rivers, varies ; it was 125-5; this is so fluctuating 
that it might be left to those who engage. Tarkushee, the duty on the 
gold wire monopoly in Asseer, amounted to lls. 372. This might be given 
up. Bat Chuppa, the fee on registering and stamping weights in Asseer, 
was only ils. 5-3 ; this may be relinquished. The Chittiawun may be 
converted into a toll ; it yielded lls. 1,560. 

20. The state of the frontier on the Taptee is adverted to in para. 
37, and has formed the subject of reference to, and correspondence with 
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the Resident at Ilydrabad and the Agent Governor General for Scin- 
dia’s affairs. I am in hopes some elBcient measure of frontier police will 
be organized. 

21. I need not bring to the notice of His Honor the zeal and ability 
which Lieutenant Evans devotes to the duties intrusted to him. It is for- 
tunate that we have an officer wlio’is so thoroughly acquainted with the 
people, their habits, and the country generally ; and one who so fearlessly, 
as regards his health, visits all parts of his charge. In this latter respect 
I have been compelled to urge greater caution, for I regret to say. Lieu- 
tenant Evans is, and has been suffering more or less from the effects of 
fever contracted in the performance of his duty to the State. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

R. N. C. HAMILTON, 

Resident. 

Indore Residency, "I 
the 2Qth July 1850. / 


From 


To 


No. 226 of 1850. 

Lieut. H. L. Evans, 

Political Assistant in Nimar. 

R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 


Camp Indore^ the 2Sd July 185 ^. 


Sir, 

I have the honor to transnlit my Annual Report on the district 
of Nimar. for the past year Sumbut 1906 or A. D. 1849-50. 



310 


llEPORT FOR 1849-50 ON THE 


2. The assessment, as compared with that of the previous year, shows 


Land Revenue: Govt, demand. 

1H48 •• •* 45j008 0 3 

I British Scindiah, 124,495 15 0 170,403 15 3 

1849 50'/'^*'*^**^’ ** ** ® ® 

Lf^f*‘»^hScindiah, 125,233 12 3 171,585 4 6 


an increase of Rs. 1,181-5-3, ari- 
sing mainly from new lands that 
have just come Under assessment. 
Of this were realized up to the 


^ 3 end of April Rs. 1,62,631-10, leav- 


Bce^as. 

Jiimmabundee of 1905, 3,04,845 .. 

Decrease, 5,148 .. 

Increase, 11,406 

Juininabundee, 3,11,103 .. 


lia. • 
2,06,171 
.. 3.916 
.. 5,088 
2,07,343 


ing a balance of Rs. 8,953-10-6. 
In the month of May and June 
Rs. 3,728-15-0 have been col- 


• Balance nmaming dut on Ut July, KM lectcd ; SO that the total amOUnt 

British, 760 7 3 

British Scindiah, 4,164 4 3 nowdue* is R S. 5,224-1 1-6. 


3. The season of 1849-50 as regards the fall of rain was very good, 
. - . but in that part of the Asseer per- 


^ 4 

Col lection Govt, dem and. 1848-49 184 9-50 guniiah bordering on thc Sath- 

Land Revenue 1,70,401 1,71,585 pOOrall llUlS, aildill tllC forCSt tract 

Siwaee Jumma, 27,412 26,683 * i i. 

Total demand 1,97,816 1,98,268 of Pceplode (the Goond wana dis- 

trict) the rains were so very heavy 


that the Khurreef crops were totally ruined. Having been at Boorhanpoor 
in September and November, and during October moved all over thefour 
pergunnahs of Khundwah, Bhamgurh, Peeplode, and Asseer, I was a 
witness to the damage in the two districts above mentioned, where the 
Jowari never attained the height of 1 foot. Hence the balance in these 
pergunnahs marked off irrecoverable.”**^ In Kusrawud 
kep^ode ^’579 1 9 Katkoot Satkoot weir did not furnish enough water 
for the number of fields laid out for water-course irriga- 
tion, and I am therefore obliged to recommend the remission set down.f 
All or most of the remainder I consider to be recover- 

f Kusrawud, 67 80 , tit i • 

able, at any rate I would not now recommend its remis- 
sion. 

4. Damage was no doubt done in April to the grain stored at the 
threshing floors, but not to any great extent ; not enough to give any 
claim to a remission. 


5. I have mentioned the Katkoot Satkoot weir and water-course. 
Seeing the advantages derived by us, Holkar’s people weired the nulla last 
season in two places above our village, and hence the scarcity of water. 
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6. The ^overaMcbakmeof 1848^9 has been all realised, »ith 
eaeeption of Rs 121-12-6 in the Khundmh pergunnah. and which was 

erroneously set down as recoverable. Its remission I beg to recommend. 


7. Bahadurpoor Tuppa of the Asseer pergunnah is that between 
the Sathpoora hills and the Taptee, and in it is situated the city of Boor- 
hanpoor. There is always a balance remaining due in this Tuppa (vide 

s. 1 * 03 ,.. 885 - 12.0 t**® assessment is heavy, ranging as high as 

s. 1004,’.. 751- 1-9 2, 2| and 21 Rs. per beegah on unirrigated land. The 

s! l906,..2’,354-'3.o Tcason of the land being able to bear this high assess- 
ment is, its proximity to the city of Boorhanpoor, which 
affords ready market for produce of all kinds. But' several villages are 
far too highly taxed, and a revision of the rates would seem to be abso- 
lutely necessary. The cultivators are bad, generally speaking ; fonder of 
living from hand to mouth, by cutting wood and grass, and letting out 
their bullocks and carts for hire, than of steady cultivation. For this 
the heavy assessment may be to blame. 


8. As regards Tuccavee, the statement* will, I trust, be deemed 
satisfactory. At the close of 1848-49 the amount remaining due was Rs. 
12,701-12-0 ; at the close of the past year it is 9,271-8-6. During 1849-50 
three deserted villages have been resettled in the British pergunnahs, and 
there now remain but fmir unsettled as per margin, the number of them 

K9„.,p„„r 2 having been 13 at the close of 1844-45. The Satlira Busti 

Rurreeah, .. ..2 pf Asseer is not included with the British pergunnahs, it 
being nearly all desolate, but three of its villages have been resettled. 
Tuccavee advances for new ploughs are of course always necessary, but 
we have been singularly fortunate in meeting with no losses hitherto, 
though, to some slight extent, such are to be usually looked for. In the 
British Scindiah districts 85 villages have been resettled since the close of 
1844-45 ; not a rupee of Tuccavee has been lost, and the only parties 
regarding whose ultimate repayment of the advances made I have the 
least doubt, are the Gonds of the Peeplode pergunnah ; even of them I 
have but little apprehension. 

9. As I mentioned was my intention in my letter to your address 

• ThU aUtement has been omitted, its details not being regarded as necessary for this publi(ali«in. 
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No. 303 of 22nd November last, the Kusrawfid *pergunnah was made 
over to Mr. Conlan for resettlement on the plan laid down by his Honor 
the Lieutenant Governor. The first thing to be done was to accurately 
define all boundaries, a task of some didiculty* as there were disputes 
to be settled, some of them of many years standing, (20, 25 and 30 years) 
between our villages and those of Holkar and Dhar. Five of these have 
been settled by Mr. Conlan, and are finally disposed of, and but one re- 
mains, which, however, is one with three divisions, and likely to give con- 
siderable trouble before it is settled. The land is all in course of 
rc-measuvem^nt, which it is expected will be finished in the ensuing cold 
weather, and the work of giving leases will then commence. Mr. Con- 
lan's letter to my address No. 72 of 22d May, gives an account of his pro- 
ceedings, and a copy accompanies. 

10. Mr.' Conlan wishes to know (vide para. 12 of his letter) wheAer 
in the event of the three modes of settlement laid done by his Honor the 
Lieutenant Governor, viz. the Assameewar (with leases), the Mouzawara 
tenure by a community, and the Mouzawara by an individual proprietor, 
failing, through the Joonardars refusing to enter into engagements, he is 
at liberty to accept the tender of a farmer, or is the village so refusing to 
be still held under Khalsa management. It is unlikely that the first, ‘^the 
Assameewar with leases,'' will be refused, involving as it docs a reduction 
of rents. With reference to it my fears have not been for the cultiva- 
tors but for the Government. In the event, however, of all three modes 
failing, continuance of the Khalsa system would seem most advisable; 
though feeling uncertain as to what might be His Honor’s opinion, I have 
deferred replying to Mr. Coulan's query until an answer can be received. 

11. By the 26th para, of Mr, Secy. Thornton's letter. No. 3318, dated 
9th October last, information is required as to the size of the beegah in 
Nimar. It is divided into 20 biswas, each biswabeingS cubits measured 
by 5 men indifferently chosen, with the breadth of a thumb between each 
cubit. It averages 165 feet, which gives an area of 27,225 square feet. 

12. Mr. Conlan wishes for an increased temporary establishment as 

1 Head Mohurrir 25 margin. The present temporary measuring estab- 
I Testing Kurkoou 13 lishment will be transferred to Kanapoor and Burreeah, 
Asst, ar oon, ^ whcii their work ill KusrEwud is fluislied ; Rud I would 

50 
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beg to recommend that Mr. Conlan’s request should be complied with 
that the record of what is now being done may be as full and complete 
as it is possible to make it. 1 should of course test the measurements 
myself in every .village. 

13. I beg to enclose a map of the village of Kheree, Pergunnah 
Kanapoor, done by Lieutenant Keatinge. The village boundaries, i. e. 
boundaries of village lands, are done by compass and chain, and the in- 
terior of cultivated areas would be filled up by the Putwarecs. It would 
be unnecessary to color it I presume. These village maps joined will 
make a pergunnah map on a large scale, and immediately after the 
termination of the montoon Lieutenant Keatinge will commence the 
Kusrawud pergunnah, should the specimen now forwarded be approved 
of. The villages in Kusrawud lie close together, and afford great facili- 
ties for such operations. This work will, of course, interfere with the 
progress of the maps of Nimar, as it would be impossible for the two 
works to go on together for want of hands. 

14. With reference to the above Lieut. Keatinge is at issue with 
me. He does not consider that these village boundary maps are particu- 
larly wished for by Government, and thinks his establishment insufficient 
for such a duty. The latter part of his argument, I am disposed to concur in 
to a certain extent ; but the settlement would not be as complete without 
the maps as is to be desired, and of course in estimating the amount of 
work done, the strength of establishment is always taken into considera- 
tion. Whilst employed on this, Lieutenant Keatinge would be relieved 
from other duties. 

15. The villjige of Kheree was selected for mapping for the follow- 
ing reasons. During the jummabundee of pergunnahs Kanapoor and 
Burrcah, which was this year made by Lieutenant Keatinge, the cultiva- 
tors gave an urzee requesting a lease of the village on the terms below- 
mentioned. 

Ut. Lease for 30 years at presest.rate less 26 per cent. 

2nd. No remission to be claimed on account of any cultivator throw- 
ing up his field on a deficiency of rain. 
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Zrd. No fields to be allowed to remain untflled. Government to 
interfere on representation being made of any cultivator being 
lazy, and permitting his lands to go to waste. Such lauds to be 
taken from the defaulter and made over to the community. 

Ath. Cultivators dying and leaving no heirs, Government to shew 
consideration. 

This last stipulation I objected to, as it was the object of the Govern- 
ment in granting village leases to substitute certainty for uncertainty, to 
make over the village to the cultivators “in toto the remission of so large 
a portion as 25 per cent, being intended to allosr for all contingencies, 
deaths, desertions, bad seasons, &c. But on this point they were for the 
time immovable, and I await instructions before giving them a definite 
answer, or arguing the point further with them. 

16. Some 7 or 8 villages in the Kanapoor and Burreah pergun- 
nahs are ready to accede to the same arrangement as that proposed by 
Kheree ; but its introduction in the remainder does not at present seem 
likely. Would there be any objection to there being in the same districts 
two or more modes of settlement ? I mean freferring to Mr. Thornton’s 
letter. No. 2416 of 18th June 1847, para. 25,) that should some villages 
be willing to accept the second whilst others agree to the first mode, 
would a compliance with their wishes be considered unadvisable ? 

17. As soon as Kusrawud is finished, Kanapoor and Burreah will be 
commenced upon, and one, if not both I hope will be completed this sea- 
son. For the recently settled villages the leases granted in the thinly 
peopled pergunrtahs of Bhamgurh, Seylanee, Moond ee, Peeplode, &c. by 
Captain French, and approved of byllis Honor the Lieutenant Governor 
(para. 6 of letter from Secretary to Govt. N. W. P. No. 4010, dated 14th 
October 1847,) would be most suitable, inasmuch as they are as yet scarce- 
ly ready for any arrangement involving self dependence. There is very 
much waste land also in them, and to get this taken up, and brought 
under cultivation, the exertions of the Government officers are requi- 
site. 

18. The slight decrease in the Burreah pergunnah (Rs. 148-8-6) 
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has been caused by land submerged in the Jeithwaie tank. This will 
be all and perhaps more than met next year by revenue on new land 
already taken up. I am anxions to retain as much water as possible in 
the tank, not so much for direct irrigation, as for the sake of having 
what may be called a treasury of water, both for cattle in bad years, and to 
influence the wells around, The tank has been doubled in size since 
this time last year. We were doubttul of the bund standing the pressure 
at first, and only. permitted the water to rise gradualfy as assurance was 
obtained of the pressure being too great. The loss in Moondee of Us. 
29-0-0 is from Ijara villages becoming- Khalsa. 


19. In all the other pergunnahs, except Peeplode which is station- 
ary, there is an increase more or less. 


20. The Poonassa pergunnah is the most easterly of Nimar, and is 
bordered by the Hoshungabad district, and the Nurbudda. It was for- 
merly a very rich pergunnah, producing (according to tradition, as all 
records have been lost) some 00 or 70,000 Rs. per annum, and this ac- 
count I can easily credit after seeing the number of wells about every 
village which evidence the extent to which the former inhabitants had 
carried rubbee cultivation, the most profitable, and farthest advanced 
stage of agriculture. For the last 30 years, however, it has remained 
almost entirely desolate, some few villages only having been occupied 
by Bheelalas, Bheels, Koorkoos and other wandering and unsettled races. 

21. With the measures adopted to resettle the pergunnahs you are 
well acquainted, and it is needless for me to recapitulate them at length, 
although a short resume of them may be desirable. Firstly, it has not 
been by any means a part of my scheme to bring cultivators away from 
settled into desolate and forest districts, to which they were unaccus- 
tomed, and with the peculiar kind of labor required in which, they were 
likely soon to be disgusted. It has rather been my aim to make some- 
thing out of the Koorkoos and Bheelalas, encouraging them to better 
and more extended cultivation, to clear out wells, and build better habita- 
tions than they at present occupy. 

22. To cultivators deserting their fields and seeking more favorable 
terms in Poonassa, of course no encouragement has been offered, such 

ss2 
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a proceeding would be entirely opposed to good policy. But some few 
have come from Holkar’s territory, and I have settled them in the hopes 
of their setting the example ; acting in fact as instructors to these wild 
races, whose general style of agriculture consists in simply scratching up 
the ground with a rude plough, often indeed only with a harrow, and 
casting in the seed for rain, crops ; of manure, irrigation, rotation of crops, 
&c. they are mostly utterly ignorant. 

23. Several wells have been cleared out for which you have sanc- 
tioned advances ; several Patels (Bheelalas) have taken advances for carts 
and tiled houses, and 114 new ploughs have been set going in the per- 

gunnah. As a temporary measure 1 have, with your sanc- 
M without advances. tioH, left the Scrislitadar of my office at Poonassa to carry 

on what has been commenced. He is a very active, energe- 
tic man, well accustomed to Bheels and other jungle tribes, having been 
employed long in the Ahmednuggur and Kunhur Bheel agencies, and 
was most anxious to take the work in hand : as his “ locum tenens” I have 
taken the Seylanee Komasdar, and the management of the new district 
is thus provided for without any increased establishment being render- 
ed necessary.' By the aid of the prisoners (there are now 35 at Poonassa) 
the jungle has been cleared partially about the town, and the road ren- 
dered passable, and less dangerous from wild animals. The men of the 
detachment of the Malwa Bheel corps too, mixing with the inhabitants, 
give them confidence, and indeed assist materially by their expenditure. 

24. Although a dense jungle it is not unhealthy ; this is attributed 
much to the soil and water being so impregnated with iron ; whether this 
be the case or not, certain it is that last year the sickness was not more 
than, scarcely as much indeed as, in other more open and populous dis- 
tricts. The Bheel corps and prisoners escaped entirely, the former as 
natives of the jungles, and the latter I suppose from having plenty of 
employment, as those engaged in sedentary occupations are always most 
liable to fever. What illness there was came on in December and was 
attributed to the extreme cold so unusual in Nimar. 

25. Much good may be anticipated from the road, the commence- 
ment of which you have sanctioned, the expenses being borne propor- 
tionably by Holkar and Scindiah. From Indore to Hurdah, &c. is a line 
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of road much traversed, but one which at present offers singularly few 
facilities. Very much grain, wheat, gram and rice, is brought up to Indore, 
and yet in the whole range of ghats eastward of Simrole, extending to a 
distance of some 80 miles, there is only one pass practicable for carts 
(laden), and that not a very good ooe, the Dhuntalow ghat. The bullock 
tracks are numerous but bad, water is scarce, the jungle thick ; and not 
a hut to be seen for more than 20 miles from the foot of the Peerawee 
ghat, and then only a few Koorkoos. The first- village deserving the 
name, is at the Kharee river, 34- miles. 

26. The road proposed vid the Peepuldah ghat will save 10 miles 
distance ; will lead through a better country, and oilers greater facilities 
for being rendered passable. The Peepuldah ghat is easy, from thence 
Katkoot (Holkar’s) is jungle, but a travelled road. Katkoot is inhabited, 
and has bunneahs’ shops. Thence Buckutgurh on the Nerbudda inha- 
bited by Bheels, a good ghat. Here one of the chiefs of the Scylanee 
Buckutgurh family in our service will reside. From thence crossing the 
Nerbudda to Poonassa, all three easy stages ; and water is plentiful, vil- 
lages will be met at not less than 3 coss. The jungle is being cut along 
the line, and 1 shall shortly examine the Peepuldah ghat, and make an 
estimate as you desire of the probable expense of rendering it easily 
passable for laden carts. From Poonassa onwards to Ilurdah is already 
a passable cart road, requiring but little beyond cutting the jungle, and 
sloping the approaches to nullahs. The chief expenses will be First, 
the Peepuldah ghat; Second, the crossing of the Kumnar river; Third, 
the ascent and descent of the Nerbudda banks. After more carefully 
examining the ghat I shall be prepared to estimate the probable expense 
of the whole. Doing the work gradually 1 do not anticipate that the 
cost will be very large. 

27. By the arrangement at present in force, the revenue is paid by 
four instalments or kists commencing with the month of November. 
The first is therefore paid before the 25th November, to enable it to 
appear in the accounts for that month. To enable him to pay at this 
early date the cultivator must either borrow on security of his standing 
crop, or sell the expected produce at a rate which depends on the amount 
of rain that has fallen, the appearance of the crops, &c. and other con- 
tingencies. It is impossible that he can pay his rent from the current 
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year’s produce, inasmuch as it has not as yet come to hand. Were the 
period for the first instalment deferred for one month, the cultivator would 
be able to pay from his receipts instead of being dependant on bankers. 

28. In short what I wish to recommend for favorable consideration. 

Rule ^\st. The revenue should be collected by fixed instalments, with- 
out reference to the proportion of early or late cro]:ft grown in any one year, 
and consequently no field inspection for the purpose of obtaining such in- 
formation should be made. In distiicts where early crops prevail, we re- 
commend the collectitms to be made in four equal instalments, falling due 
on 15th December, 1st February, 15th March artd 1st May ; and where the 
early and late crops are nearly equal, or the latter predonnnate, we also 
recommend four eqtinl instalments, but respectively lulling due a month 
later, viz. on 15th January, 1st March, 15th April and Ist June. 

sioner, dated 2(1 August 1847) as per margin. Their suggestion was approv- 
ed of by Mr. Clerk, then Governor of Bombay, vide extract marked No. V. 

29. The only inconvenience would be the last kist* not being reali- 

zed in time enough to be included in the Treasury ac- 
•Payabie on 1st May. April, and thcreforc not in the yearly account. 

However the last of each year would come into the accounts of the year 
following. No actual loss would be involved, indeed all that could be 
apprehended from the adoption of the measure would be that the poorer 
and least honest portion of the cultivators might forestal Government, 
and either sell or otherwise dispose of the produce of their fields before 
the time arrived for payment of their rents. But this can be guarded 
against; the more respectable cultivators would stand security that no such 
loss should accrue to Government from the boon desired being granted. 

30. In the 6th para, of Mr. Secretary Thornton’s letter of 9th October 
1849, No. 3318, it is remarked with reference to theGonds of Pecplodc, 
and some of them having been induced to send their children to Peeplode 
for instruction, that it does not appear why the establishment of a 
.school in the midst of them would not be a better means of educating the 
children. The reason why the plan suggested is not adopted is the deadly 
unhealthiness of the Gond country, which makes it almost certain death 
to any one not a Gond to reside in it from August to January inclu- 
sive. Two or three days’ residence even seems sufficient. The office of 
Karkoon for the Gond district is one^ I find it difficult to obtain any can- 
didate for, and, except in the hot months to live there altogether would be 
impracticable. 


and if approved of, adop- 
tion is the rule proposed 
by the superintendents 
of the Deccan revenue 
survey (vide their letter 
to Revenue Commis- 
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32. The arrangements for revision of the police corps have not yet 
been carried out, as I have been in the district during the whole season 
from September to May ; but they will now be commenced upon. 

33. The Khundwah dispensary is finished and ready for reception 
of patients: I am about to proceed to Khundwah with Dr. Stroverin a 
short time, and shall from thence do myself the honor to submit a sepa- 
rate report regarding it. The native doctor, whose entertainment I re- 
ported in my letter No. 281 of 27th October last, has been exerting him- 
self very creditably during the prevalence of cholera in that part of the 
country. 


34. The tanks and weirs are all in good order. Our road work has 
been confined mainly to the trunk line between Indore and Boorhanpoor. 
The Simrole ghat road is now finished, but of course its repairs will re- 
(juire some continual expenditure. This is provided for by the toll of 
two annas per bullock, (including all articles, grain excepted,) and with the 
surplus the road towards Burwaie has been commenced, the plan being to 
lay it down with kunkur, levelling inequalities, widening and straight- 
ening it, and causewaying (with large stones and kunkur) shallow but 
muddy nullahs. Bridges may come in time. The bad hilly part between 
Dhungaum and Deisgaum, 16 miles, has been under repair since 1st June 
1849. For six miles the old line was kept, but for the remainder, passing 
all through jungle, a new line was taken by Lieut. Keatinge to avoid a 
river which had to be crossed seven times ; this has saved nearly one mile 
and passes over a better country. To this Ilolkarand Scindiah have con- 
tributed. The Asseer road and pass have been kept in repair from the 
tolls, which however do no more than just cover the expenses. 

35. This road is daily more and more travelled, both on account of 
its freedom from duties and from there being less jungle to pass through. 
Many European travellers from the upper provinces also take this route, 
and via Adjunta and Aurungabad towards Bombay. I hope it may even- 
tually be a good kunkured road from Simrole or Indore to Boorhanpoor. 
The survey of it mentioned in my report of last year as about to be under- 
taken, has been commenced by Lieutenant Keatinge. 

36. In para. 23 of Mr. Thornton’s letter the nature of the items mak- 
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ing up the Sewaie jutnma is advcrfed to. I bad the honor in letter No. 121, 
of 10th November last in the Account Department, to offer an explana- 
tion regarding them, and perhaps it might not be out of place to recapi- 
tulate it here in part at least. Kullalee and opium explain themselves as 
do “ fines” and “ Gyallee” or unclaimed property. " Mangoe and Mhowa 
trees” are those for the most part situated not in fields, but in the jungle 
and about villages ; not private property. The same remark applies to 
“ custard apples”; the rule laid down regarding these will be attended to in 
carrying out the new arrangements." Phallege” is rent of melon beds in 
rivers, and is not included in the jummabundee because it varies every 
year. “ Peshkushee,” “ Tanka ” and “ Sebundy Khurch” are fixed charges 
payable by zemindars and jaghirdars. The amount for which the mo- 
nopoly of manufacturing gold wire is formed in Pergunnah Asseer only. 
"Bat-Chuppaie” is the fee levied on stamping bunneeas’ weights, in 
pergunnah Asseer only. “ Huck Gumbheer rao Kanoongo” is a portion 
of the zemindary share of this family, which was resumed by the na- 
tive Government before the country came into our hands. The whole 
share is deducted from the revenue, and this portion of it recredited to 
Government. " Chittawun” is what its name imports, a fee on receiving 
the " chit” or pass, after paying the transit dues. These dues have 
been abolished, but the fee remained. It is levied onlyin British Scindiah’s 
districts and the British villages of Asseer. Being a fixed fee of an anna 
on each cart, and ^ or a Janna on each bullock (loaded,) it is not liable to be 
perverted, and when the road has been made, and a toll is legally leviable 
for keeping it in repair, the chittawun can be easily converted into a toll 
for that purpose. Indeed such might be done now to furnish funds to 
make the road, the 1 per cent, fund not going very far. 

37. The \msettled state of that portion of the Nizam’s territory, 
which is divided from Nimar by the river Tapty, has been productive 
of no little injury to our people. There had not been a dacoity in Nimar 
since September 1845 when one took place in the Peeplode Pergunnah 
committed by the Khandeish Bheels of the Sathpooras, 23 of whom 
were apprehended and convicted; but in January last (29th,) the house of a 
wealthy Pat(jl of the Peeplode Pergunnah (Poonjraj, Patel of Kalpat,) 
was attacked by a large body of dacoits and plundered of property, ready 
money and bullion to the estimated amount of 14,000 Rs. On the I6th 
March also another dacoity took place at Paraitee, also in the Peeplode 
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Pergunnah, in which Rs. 374 worth was carried off. Both of these were 
by large bodies of men, armed, some with matchlocks. 

38. Regarding the first, the names of 6 of the reputed leaders have 
been made known to me, truly or falsely cannot be known, as they have 
not been seized. A party from the Thuggee and Dacoity office have 
been sent after them by you, but they were reported to be in great 
strength, so much so that the Amil of Akot (Berar) had strengthened 
himself with a party of 50 Arabs ; these same dacoits having perpetrated 
an extensive dacoity to the amount of a lack of Rs. at Harunj in Berar. 
The second I reported fully regarding, in letter No. 103 of 2d April last. 
The police Karkoon and his two peeadahs showed considerable courage 
in taking up and carrying on the trail, and shewing fight when they came 
up with the robbers after 16 miles tracking. Some small articles (brass 
pots) they recovered, and the traces were carried on into Scindiah’s Zyna- 
bad pergunnahs across the Taptee. The Zynabad people carried them 
on to the Jeithghur hills on the borders of Berar, from whence no doubt 
the band had come. According to the custom of the country, Scindiah’s 
people are responsible, having failed to make over the track or appre- 
hend the robbers. 

39. I am exceedingly anxious to trace out and apprehend these 
dacoits, as, if in these two cases they succeed in escaping detection, it may, 
I fear, lead to a repetition, and the facilities are very great for such oper- 
ations. Pursuit, after they have crossed the Taptee, is vain. The late 
disturbances at Mulkapoor (Nizam) between Hindoos and Mussulmans, 
have thrown a number of idle and needy men' on their own resources, 
some of whom are reported to have been engaged in . the first dacoity 
above alluded to. 

40. Lieutenant Keatinge’s map of Nimar now comprises all oiir dis- 
tricts except the eastern jungle pergunnahs, i. e. except Poonassa, Moon- 
dee, Peeplode, Bhamgurh and part of Asseer (vide his letter pata. 5,) but 
very much yet remains to be done ; and the progress during the ensuing 
season will, necessarily, be slow, if not entirely stopped, if the establish- 
ment is to be employed in the construction of the village maps alluded 
to in paras. 13, 14 and 15. 

TT 
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41. In conclusion I trust that both yourself and His Honor the 
Lieutenant Governor will give me credit for being anxious to do my best 
to introduce the revenue system desired, with as little delay as possible. 
Some difficulty and delay there naturally will be, but of course it is inse- 
parable from the introduction of anything entirely novel. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 

H. L. EVANS, 

Political Assistant in Nimar. 


Nimar Agency, Camp Indore, 
the 23rf Jidy 1850. 


From 


To 


No. 72 of 1850. 

J. CoNLAN, Esquire, 

Deputy Collector in Nimar. 

Captain II. L. Evans, 

Political Assistant in Nimar, 


Mundla'mf^ the 22ti May 1850 # 


Sir, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
155 of the 21st instant, calling for a succinct account of my progress in 
introducing the system (of revised settlement) desired by the Hon’ble the 
Lieutenant Governor N. W. P., into pergunnah Kusrawud, and beg to 
state as follows. 

2. On my return from leave of absence on the 30th November last, 
I was honored by receipt of your letter No. 302 of 22d idem, and in 
compliance with the 3d para, there of, received temporary charge of per- 
gunnah Kusrawud, for the purpose of introducing the settlement above 
referred to, &c. To enable me to make a commencement I requested, in 
my letter No. 130 of the 3d December 1849, to your address, to be fur- 
nished with all the Government correspondence bearing thereon, which 
I subsequently received. 
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3. On the 29th December 1849 I addressed a letter to Lieutenant 
Keatinge, Assistant Superintendent in Nimar, who had hitherto been in 
charge of the pergunnah, to furnish me with a list of the villages, their 
admeasurement (separately in statute acres, or beegahs)— irrigated, un- 
irrigated, cultivated and uncultivated, culturable and unculturable soil 
and any other information, he might have in his possession, so as to 
obtain sufficient data, to enable me to form the basis of a settlement. 

4. Lieutenant Keatinge, in his reply of the 3d January 1850, having 
stated that the survey he had been making of Nimar was “ merely with 
a view to determine the relative position of the villages and natural fea- 
tures of the country,” it remained for me to make a Khusreh survey for 
revenue purposes, about which I demi-officially wrote to you. 

5. Meanwhile I proceeded into the district with a view of making 
the Tehseel establishment, and cultivating community, acquainted with 
the wishes of the Ilon’ble the Lieutenant Governor, N. W. P., as set forth 
in Mr. Secretary Thornton’s letter No. 2416, of the 8th June 1847, and 
of explaining to the former the several appendices attached to “ Instruc- 
tions of Settlement Officers,” more especially Nos. 2, 3, 4 and 5, which it 
was absolutely necessary should be accurately complied before a settle- 
ment could be commenced. 

6. Having to the best of my ability also properly explained the above 
to a surveyor who was formerly in the Deccan revenue survey, you were 
pleased to obtain sanction from the Resident of Indore, and set him to 
work from the 1st February 1850, from which period tlie survey of the 
pergunnah has been uninterruptedly going on; the surveyor referring to 
me whenever any difficulty occurs, and*I, to 4he best of my judgment, 
directing him how to proceed. 

7. On the 15th February I received from you the papers of a boun- 
dary dispute between the village of Mirzapoor, pergunnah Kusrawiid, 
and one of Holkar’s villages named Kusrawud, with directions to adjust 
the same ; and finding on enquiry that besides this, there were several 
other boundary disputes in existence in this pergunnah, I applied to you 
to make over to me all the papers 'and documents connected therewith 
in view to their being settled prior to the villages being measured. 
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8. Being made aware in the month of March of the number of dis' 
putes existing in Kusrawud, I proceeded to the several boundaries, and 
by the end of April, held proceedings in eight cases, five of which were 
after some persuasion amicably adjusted by the parties themselves, and 
three I decided on merits, in conformity with section 10 of Instructions 
to Settlement Officers. But as the dispute to which my proceedings refer- 
red pertained to villages belonging to Holkar’s Government, His High- 
ness’ officers who were present objected to abide by my decision, and 
entered a protest to that effect that their master was not bound by our rules 
and regulations, and requesting that the three disputes (to the settlement 
of which they objected) might be settled by the usual process ofGunga 
Toolsee, or carrying an undressed hide over the boundary. 

9. The above protest I submitted to you with copies of my proceed- 
ings on the 6th May, and you referred the matter to the Resident of In- 
dore, who having ruled that the request of His Highness’ people is to be 
complied with, I am prepared to proceed whenever you may see fit to 
carry out those instructions. 

10. With regard to the spirit in which the people regard the new 
settlement, I may safely say, that they are generally well disposed to- 
wards it ; and that it will not be difficult to introduce it on the terms 
mentioned in para. 12 of Mr. Secretary Thornton’s letter above cited. 

11. Up to this date there have been five villages measured, and their 
field maps prepared and sent in ; and by the end of September next I 
trust the whole pergunnah will be ready for settlement. 

12. Should, however, in any case, the three modes of settlement laid 
down by His Honor, viz. the Assameewar, the Mouzahwar tenure by a 
community, and the Mouzahwar tenure by an individual proprietor, fail 
through the recusancy of the Joonardars to enter into engagements, I 
beg to know if I am to accept the tender of a farmer, or if the village 
so refusing is still to be held under Kham management. 

13. The pergunnah of Kusrawud is comprised of 30 villages yielding 
an aggregate jumma of Rs. 26,242-14-9; of these 30 villages, three are 
held on leases which will expire in about 9 years. 
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14. To enable me satisfactorily to reply to your query, regarding the 
probable effect of the new settlement on the revenue, it will be necessary 
to take a retrospective view of the demand and receipts of the revenue for 
the past five years, as well as charges of collection and other incidental 
expeuces. 

15. The nominal yearly revenue of Kusrawud for the past 5 years 
(in round numbers) averages Rs. 26,481 ; of this sum the average amount 
collected is Rs. 21,239, leaving a deficiency of Rs. 5,242 per annum, or 
Rs. 26,210 in 5 years. The charges of collection are included in the 
following items, viz. 

Salaries of Tehseel establishment, 12,466 or p. ann. 2,493 
Miscellaneous, 1,236 or do. 247 


Total, 13,702 

16. Prior to the official year 1846-47 the annual salaries of Tehseel 
establishment amounted to Rs. 1,728. In that year owing to the per- 
gunnah being held under Kham management, the expenditure rose to 
Rs. 2,700 or Rs. 972 in excess, which in five years would amount to Rs. 
4,860. The net revenue, after deducting the additional charges for estab- 
lishment incurred under Kham management (Rs. 972), will, therefore, 
average Rs. 20,267 per annum. 


17. Assuming the gross revenue at Rs. 26,481 on the introduction 
of the present revenue settlement, granting that there is no culturable 
wasteland in Kusrawud (which however is not the case,) and that every 
village in the pergunnah will be entitled to an uniform deduction o 3 
of the present fair average annual rental; or Rs. 8,827, as laid down in 
the I2th para, of Mr. Thornton’s letter, this would leave the net income 
realizable by Government Rs. 17,654 or Rs. 2,613 per annum less than 
what was collected under Kham management, it being of course under- 
stood, that the salaries of the extra establishment shall cease, with the 
exigency that caused its entertainment. 


18. For the present I have confined myself to answering the q e 

put to me in youfletter under acknowledgment, ®‘""“®"2ect 

revised settleLnt I shall be prepared to enter more fully on the subjec . 
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19. Ill conclusion, I beg to be allowed to entertain an extra estab- 
lishment at an expense of 50 Rs. per mensem, while engaged in introduc- 
ing the revised revenue settlement into the pergunnah of Kusrawud; as 
my regular establishment is unable to get through the work, having to 
perform the ordinary duties of the Deputy Collector and Magistrate’s 
office. The records also get mixed up and I am anxious to keep them 
distinct. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

T. CONLAN, 

Nimar Agency Office^ Deputy Collector in Nimar. 

the May 1850. 


From 


To 


Lieut. R. II. Keatinoe, 

Assistant Superintendent in Nimar. 


Captain H. L. Evans, 

Political Assistant in Nimar, 


Mundtaisir^ iUe 3d July 1850 . 


Sir, 

Having been honored by a perusal of a draught of your Annual 
Report for A. D. 1849-50, 1 feel anxious to make a few remarks with re- 
gard to para. 13. 

2. You propose my making boundary maps of our villages, and 
joining them into pergunnah maps on a large scale ; we have had con- 
stant conversations on this subject, and though I have never been able 
to see that the least advantage can arise from such outline maps, uncon- 
nected with a regular revenue survey, the expense of which Government 
have stated they are not willing to ipcur, still you will, I trust, do me the 
credit to believe that the following remarks arise from no unwillingness 
on my part to enter into this or any other duty you may point out. 
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3. But as 1 considei that my being confined exclusively with my 
piesent establishment to such a survey, would be, from its inefficiency 
occasioning a loss to Government, I feel bound to represent the case to 
you, and then leave the matter in your hands. 

4. My separate establishment consists of a surveyor, a Hindee Kar- 
coon, and six chupprassecs, who carry instruments. &c. &c. The sur- 
veyor, Hurry Punth, was educated at the Poonah college and is a young 
man of good general education, but till he joined me was totally un- 
acquainted with any branch of surveying or engineering. When I was 
stationed at Poonah, Captain French tried through me to obtain the ser- 
vices of a good surveyor; but as 1 could hold out no expectation of high 
pay or promotion, no one was willing to join except this lad. He has 
however learnt to triangulate with compass and theodolite, to use the 
chain, and plot his survey, but is unable to finish a map or plan, so that 
duty I have to perform myself. The instruments wo have, are two small 
Schmalcolder’s theodolites, levelling staves, chains and prismatic com- 
passes. 


5. I have now been three years in Nimar, and have, during that time, 
kept the surveyor almost constantly at work, making a map of our dis- 
tricts ; we have worked on triangles of from about six to nine miles, 
besides marking all the inhabited, and almost all the uninhabited, vil- 
lages, but the detail of small streams and boundaries generally remains 
to be collected ; the work accomplished contains, besides a good deal of 
Holkar’s country, all our district except the eastern jungle boundary, that 
is, except Poonassa, Moondee, Peeplode, Bhamgurh.and part of Asseer. I 
have always managed from time to time to meet him and correct his work, 

6. During this period I have, besides my general duties as your 
Assistant, superintended almost all works undertaken since my arrival ; 
have levelled and carried out watercourses from all our tanks and weirs 
containing water enough for irrigation, and constructed some miles of 
new road through jungle. Whilst thus employed I had no occasion for a 
surveyor or draughtsman, as the work was light, or, at all events, fatigu- 
ing only for a short time. 

7. If however next season a regular system of village surveying is 
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to be commenced, on which to a great extent the settlement is to depend, 
and to which I am to be exclusively devoted, I feel that a new establish- 
ment is absolutely necessary ; as a survey, consisting of a Superintendent 
on Rs. 500 a month, and one surveyor on Rs. 30, would be ruinously 
inefficient, and my office a sinecure. A surveying establishment is in this 
part of India most difficult to collect, so I feel myself bound thus early 
to bring the matter to your notice, that no delay on my part may oecur 
when the season opens ; but at the same time to repeat my conviction 
that the settlement can be perfectly well carried out without any such 
system of maps and its attendant expenditure ; and it is to be hoped that 
• on'the expiration of the 30 years’ leases about to be issued, the district 
will be able to bear the expense of a regular revenue survey. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

R. H. KEATINGK, 

Assistant Superintendent in Nhnar. 


Mundlaisur, 
the 3</ July 1850. 


Extract from a Minute by the Hm’ble Mr. Clerk, dated \Qth Novem- 
ber 1847. 

41. Regarding the objection raised by the Revenue Commissioner, 
southern division, to this most important rule, 1 have obtained the opi- 
nion of Captain Wingate, and as the arguments he uses appear to me 
conclusive, I cannot do better than quote in his own words—" The in- 
“ terval of six weeks, required by this rule instead of one month, between 
" the periods when the instalments fall due, will give the Ryuts more 
" time to arrange for the sale of the portion of their produce necessary 
" to make up the amount required. Produce will not be forced on the 
" market to the same extent as at present, and consequently will fetch 
“ better prices. With every postponement of the period for collecting 
“ the instalments, hitherto introduced, the revenue has been realized 
" with greater ease and certainty than before ; just in proportion to the 
" extent the Ryuts have thereby 'been enabled to substitute bdna fide 
“ sales of produce in the market for usurious loans from the village 
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« bankers, as a means of obtaining money for the payment of their dues to 
« Government. The greater interval of six weeks between the instal- 
« ments and the postponement of the last to the 1st of June, in the 
« case of districts where late crops are an important part of the harvest, 

“ would give the cultivators great additional facilities for obtaining 
« money for the payment of their rents, and by so doing would add as 
“ much to the certainty as to the ease with which the collections would 
“ be made. The saving to the agricultural class by the proposed altera- 
« tion would exceed a hundred-fold any possible loss of revenue to Govern- 
“ ment, from the deaths of individuals by cholera in April and May, and 
“ it may safely be concluded, that the method of collection which is the * 
« cheapest to the Ryuts, is also the best for Government in the end, as 
« the extent of land in cultivation, and the security of the revenue, must 
« ever be dependent on the amount of agricultural capital in the country. 

" Another important object of the rule is to prevent the amount 
“ of the instalments fluctuating with the proportion of early and late 
“ crops sown in each year by individual Ryuts, as at present is the case 
" in some Collectorates, and the continuance of which is recommended 
" by the Revenue Commissioner. The latter practice offers great facili- 
" ties for the exercise of favoritism or oppression by the village officers, 

" into whose hands it places unchecked, the power of making the early 
“ instalments heavy or light, and this power is now very frequently 
" abused. But by making the instalments of invariable amount, and to 
fall due at stated periods, under all circumstances, the cultivator will 
“ have a certain prospect before him, and be made to trust to his own 
“ exertions, without reference to the likes and dislikes of the village 
“ officers, for being able to meet his liabilities. The certainty of the one 
" plan will promote habits of foresight and economy, the uncertainty of 
“ the other tends to paralyze exertion, and induce an indolent reliance 
“ on fortune instead. 

“ There is only a difference of one month between the periods fixed 
“ by the rule for the instalments of early and late districts, so that no 
“ great inconvenience could possibly be occasioned to the cultivators, 

“ should a failure of the monsoon rains require an unusual proportion 
“ of the late crops to be sown in any of the former districts. 

True Extract. (Signed) II. L. EVANS, 

Political Assistant in Nimar, 
uu 
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Abstract of Government demand, Receipts and Balance in each district (British ondBrilitl 


Nameaof Pergunnaha. 






Sumbut 1905 or 

1848-49. 





Land Revenue 
Government 
Demand. 

Scwaie Jumma. 

c 

V 

£ 

> 1 

cS 

o 

H 

Collections. 

Xmount of balance 
recoverable of S. 
1904 realized. 

Balance land re- 
venue. 

Amount balance 
recoverable. 

h 

ti ► 

£ 0 

•<^ 

Kusrawud) 

20,454 8 9 

3,943 

5 

3 

30,397 

14 0 

24,008 

8 0 

0 0 0 

0,389 

5 6 

565 3 3 

6.824 2, 

MundlaUir, 

2,245 15 0 

2,920 

8 

0 

5,160 

7 0 

4,084 ; 

13 6 

0 0 0 

1,081 

9 6 

52 5 0 

1,029 4i 

Kanapoor, . . . . 

0,602 12 6 

437 

0 

3 

7,099 

12 9 

6,020 

4 0 

8 0 0 

1,079 

8 9 

5 4 0 

1,074 4! 

Burreah, 

6,021 11 6 

698 

11 

3 

7,320 

6 9 

6,699 

1 3 

34 8 0 

621 

5 6 

0 0 0 

621 5i 

17 Villages in Asseer, 

1,983 7 0 

510 

0 

9 

2,493 

7 9 

2,380 

9 0 

3 8 0 

106 

14 9 

0 0 0 

106 14 


613 1 0 

134 

0 

0 

747 

1 0 

049 

2 0 

0 0 0 

97 

15 6 

0 0 0 

97 15 

Chegaumi 

1,326 8 0 

92 

12 

0 

1,419 

4 0 

1,356 

9 0 

0 0 0 

62 

11 M 

10 14 3 

51 12 

Total, . . 

40,908 0 a 

8,736 

5 

6 

54,044 

5 9 

45,204 

15 3 

46 0 0 

9,439 

6 6 

633 10 6 

8,805 12 

Khundwah 

61,093 12 0 

7,626 

3 

6 

68,719 

15 6 

65,375 

7 6 

0 0 0 

3,344 

8 0 

595 14 6 

2,748 9 


9,030 7 9 

1,160 

4 

9 

10,109 

12 0 

9,717 

2 6 

0 0 0 

482 

10 0 

0 0 0 

482 10 1 

Dhurgaum, . . • . 

12,049 10 0 

775 

0 

0 

12,824 

10 0 

9,129 

7 0 

0 0 0 

3,695 

3 0 

47 11 6 

3.647 7i 

• SeylaneeandBillorah, 

2,684 9 0 

748 

5 

0 

3,432 

14 0 

2,790 

7 0 

0 0 0 

642 

7 0 

5 8 0 

636 15 

Foonassa, 

610 12 0 

252 

11 

0 

863 

7 0 

817 

14 0 

65 4 0 

45 

9 0 

16 0 0 

29 9 

Attode, •• •• 

619 12 0 

132 

3 

0 

761 

12 3 

753 

8 3 

0 0 0 

8 

4 0 

0 0 0 

8 4 

Moondce, 

2,845 2 0 

693 

11 

6 

3,538 

13 6 

3,384 

9 9 

0 0 0 

154 

3 9 

0 0 0 

154 3 

Asseer, 

25,039 U 0 

4,768 

0 

1 

29,807 

11 1 

27,667 

14 1 

0 0 0 

2,239 

13 0 

59 12 9 

2,080 0 

Peeplode, 

0,213 15 3 

1,535 

5 

3 

7,739 

4 6 

7,103 

8 3 

0 0 0 

585 

12 3 

10 0 0 

575 12 

Bhamgurb, « • • 

4,289 4 0 

984 

2 

0 

5,275 

6 1 

4,972 

14 0 

201 0 0 

300 

8 0 

0 0 0 

300 8 

Total, . . 

1,24,495 15 0 

18 675 

11 

4 

1,43,171 

10 4 

1,31,772 

12 4 

266 4 0 

11,398 

14 0 

734 14 9 

10,663 13 

Grand Total, .• 

1,70,40^ 15 3 

27,412 

0 

10 

1,97,816 

0 1 

1,70,977 

11 7 

312 4 0 

20,838 

4 6 

1,368 9 3 

19,469 11 
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Scindiah) in Nimar for the Sumhui year 1905 and 1906 or A. D. 1848^9 and 1849-60. 

Sumbut lOOfi or 1849-50. 


26,507 IS 9 
2,241 15 9 
6,859 5 9 
6,765 3 3 
2,003 4 0 
645 5 9 
1,528 8 0 
46,351 8 3 
61,426 8 0 
8,890 15 3 
12,213 9 9 
2,709 1 1 0 
680 3 0 
675 G 0 
2,815 12 0 
25,215 0 0 
6,212 15 3 
4,393 12 0 
25,253 12 3 
71,585 4 6 


3,849 2 
2,137 2 
407 8 
642 14 
413 0 
30 0 

128 12 
7,608 8 
9,583 13 


1 30,350 15 10 29,855 10 0 620 9 6 ’ 30,476 3 7 

0 4,379 1 9 4,291 7 9 98 7 3 4,3X9 15 0 


9 7,266 14 6 7,093 11 6 


9 7,408 2 

G 2,416 4 
0 675 5 

0 1,457 4 

1 53,960 0 

4 71,010 5 


0 7,365 7 0 

6 2,230 7 9 

9 675 5 9 


5 4 0 7,098 15 6 

0 0 0 7,365 7 0 

0 0 0 2,230 7 9 


939 

13 

11 

9,830 

13 

639 

9 

6 

12,853 

3 

680 

14 

4 

3,390 

9 

171 

0 

1 

851 

3 

123 

4 

0 

798 

10 

620 

4 

U 

3,436 

0 


9 675 5 9 0 0 0 675 5 9 

0 1,414 4 0 24 13 6 1,439 1 6 

4 52,926 5 10 749 2 3 53,675 8 1 

4 67,656 1 4 474 2 0 67,030 3 4 

2 9,756 8 5 0 0 0 9,750 8 5 


3 2,828 6 0 82 0 6 

4 3,357 3 4 5 8 0 

1 825 12 1 16 0 0 

0 798 10 0 000 


a 12,910 6 6 
0 3,362 11 4 
0 841 12 1 
0 798 10 0 


4,040 11 9 29,255 11 

1,303 2 o| 7,516 1 

971 9 9 5,365 5 


0 3,436 0 0 0 0 0 3,436 0 0 

9 26,192 5 6 59 8 9 26,250 14 3 

3 6,754 2 6 10 0 0 6,764 2 6 

9 5,288 13 9 0 0 0 5,288 13 9 


971 9 9 5,365 5 9 5,288 13 9 0 0 0 5,288 13 9 

19,074 2 8 1,44,307 14 11 1,86,387 14 IJ 647 3 3 1,37,035 2 2 

26,682 10 9 1,98,267 15 3 1,89,314 4 9 1,396 5 6* 1,90,710 10 3 


501 5 9 

87 10 0 
173 3 0 

42 11 0 
185 12 9 

0 0 0 

43 0 0 
1033 10 6 

3,854 4 0 
80 4 9 

24 13 3 
33 6 0 

25 7 0 
0 0 0 
0 4 0 

3,0C3 6 3 
761 14 9 
76 b 0 


433 13 9 
i 87 10 0 
173 3 0 

42 11 0 
185 12 9 

0 0 0 

43 0 0 
966 2 6 

3,854 4 0 
80 4 9 

24 13 3 
33 6 0 

25 7 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 

265 M 0 
182 13 0 
76 8 0 


7,920 0 0 i 4,543 6 0 
8,953 10 6 I 5,609 8 6 


67 8 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
67 8 0 

0 0 0 j 
0 0 0 
' 0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
2,797 8 3 
579 1 9 
0 (» 0 
3,376 10 0 
3,444 2 0 


0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
121 12 6 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 a 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 4 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
122 0 6 
122 0 6 


H L. EVANS, 

Political Assistant iu Nmar, 


• Some of what wai considered irrecoverable was afterwards realized. 


Balance of Sumbut 
1905. 
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Description of Grain, ^c. sown in the District tf Nimar. 


Names of GrRin, &r. 

British. 

Scindiah. 

Total. 


Beeg. 

Bis. 

Beeg. 

Bis. 

Beeg. 

Bis. 

Joar and Bajra, 

29,616 

19 

1,26,404 

6 

1,56,021 

5 


6,490 

16 

27,001 

5 

33,492 

1 


3,769 

11 

13,937 

19 

17,707 

10 

Ganja, 

4 

18 

554 

14 

559 

12 

Cotton (Kuppas,) 

1,702 

11 

13,482 

0 

15,184 

11 

Rice, (Sale,) 

418 

18 

5,720 

9 

6,145 

7 

Cord, Moong and Indian Corn, &c., small grain, 

5,246 

15 

35,111 

I5i 

40,358 

lOi 


169 

9 

474 

10 

643 

19 


2,657 

2 

7,058 

16 

9,709 

18 


4,669 

in 

6,977 

7 

11,647 

n 


151 

6 

785 

10 

936 

16 


407 

7i 

4,296 

4 

4,703 

m 


1,971 

5 

12,021 

10 

13,992 

15 


57,276 

15 

2,53,826 

H 

3,11,103 

1 

Ot 
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No. 3225 of 1850, 


From 


To 


J. Thornton, Esquire, 

Secretary to Govt, of the N. W. P. 

R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 

Head Quarters^ the \6th October 1850. 


Sir, 


Kevtnue Department. 


I am desired to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated J uly 
26th last, forwarding the report on the revenue admin- 
istration of Nimar for the year 1849-50. 


2. The accounts for the year contrasted with those of the two pre- 
ceding years stand as per 


Land Revenue, .. 
Scwaie Junima, .. .. 

S. A.D. 

1904.1847-48, 

S. A.D. 

1905,1848-49. 

s. A.D. margin. The year 1848-49 
i9o«.i849-5o. was avowedly an unfavor- 
able one. The collections 

109,273 

22,316 

170,494 

27,412 

171 58 * 1849-50 are not quite 

26!683 equal to those of 1847-48, 
thoiichthe demand is much 

Total demand, . . . . 

Collections, 

( 191,589 

1 189,430 

1 

1 

197,810 

176,977 

198,908 greater. It is to be hoped 
189,314 wealth and com- 


fort of the people have in- 
creased, though the financial return to Government is the same. 



Beegas. 

Rupees. 

Jummabiindee of 

1905, 

2,54.580 

1,65,974 

Decrease in 

1900, 

4,564 

3,412 

Increase In 

do., 

9,572 

4,744 

Jummabundee in 

do 

2,59,595 

1,67,307 


3. The juramabundee of 
Khalsah lands in 1906 Sumbut, 
is shewn in the margin, contrast- 
ed with that of the same lands 
which were Khalsah in 1906. 


4. The balance of tuccavee has ‘been reduced from 12,702 to 9,272 
Rs., and the amount advanced within the year is Rs. 7,037 instead of 
10,158, which was the sum in the former year. This is satisfactory. 
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2,799 8 3 remission of the irrecoverable balances 

*67 6 0 the margin is sanctioned. 

3,944 2 0 

121 12 6 assessment in Tuppa Bahadur- 

Vm'uI P®''gu«nah Asseer, should be revised if they 

are evidently too high, but it would appear from 

para. 3 of Lieutenant Evans’ report that the large 
balance of 1908 was attributable to excess of rain which 


injured the Khurreef crops. 


7. The Superintendent is of course at liberty to make over the set- 
tlement of Kusrawud, as well as any other part of his 
Paras, an . duties, to his Subordinate Mr. Conlan, but the responsibi- 
lity for the right performance of the work thus made over rests with him. 
If the settlement cannot be made in either of the three stipulated methods, 
it may be either farmed or continued Khalsa, as may seem best. In the 
former case the cultivators must be secured against any augmentation, by 
the farmer, of the terms on which they are allowed to cultivate the land 
they hold. 


8. Kusrawud appears a small pergunnah in which the Khalsa system 
must have required large establishments, and have led to 
a very perfect knowledge of its resources and capabili- 
ties. The necessity therefore for an extra establishment for its settle- 
ment is not apparent, especially as it lies in the immediate neighborhood 
of Mundlaisir. The anticipated effect of the settlement is a reduction 
rather than an increase of establishment. The Lieutenant Governor 
however authorizes you to sanction such temporary assistance as you find 
on enquiry to be absolutely necessary, and requests that, on the conclu- 
sion of the settlement, you will state the entire sum for final sanction. 


0. The map of Kheree prepared by Lieutenant Keatinge is inade- 
quate for the purposes of the settlement, for which a Khus- 
‘®’ reh or field map alone is requisite. A professional village 

survey can only be undertaken advantageously with a large and well- 
trained establishment, and so as to* embrace the whole of the country. 
The Lieutenant Governor therefore is desirous that no attempt be made to 
furnish village maps by a scientific survey like that of Mouzah Kheree. 
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The Khusreh maps, if well prepared, can be easily put’> together, so as 
to furnish a Pergunnah map sufficiently accurate for all fiscal purposes. 

10. As regards Mouzah Kheree itself, the 4th stipulation is. quite 
inconsistent with the principle of the proposed settlement. 
utun'isofSu”<ierdo! The community are to take the village and rnanage it 
themselves according to any rule or law they ihay them- 
selves lay down. The Government will not interfere with thfem so long 
as they punctually pay the demand. If they fall into arrears, the Govern- 
ment will endeavour to realize the balance according to the village law, 
and, failing that, it will cancel the settlement, and either farm or hold 
Khalsa. 


1 1. There is no objection to settling a few villages in any pergunnah 
in one or other of the proposed methods. It is only desirable that the 
whole of a village should be so settled. It might be inconvenient to 
have different modes of management or settlement prevailing in the 
same village. 

12. The attempts made for the restoration to prosperity of Pergnn- 

nah Poonassa are judiciousand laudable. There is every 
*”*■ “ reason to hope that steady perseverance in them will be 

crowned with success. 

13. It needed not a reference to the proceedings at Bombay to sup- 
para.i8Re»di’ai»iter. po*"* the expcdicucy of postpoiiiiig payment of the 

„ 17 supdt’a. do. jjjsts till after the crops have been reaped and sold. This 
practice has long been in force in these provinces. The derangement of 
the accounts by throwing the collections into the following official year 
is a question of no consideration; more weight attaches to an objection to 
which Lieutenant Evans alludes in para. 29, viz. that when the Govern- 
ment, by its postponement of the kists gives up its lien on the crops, it 
loses the only security for its revenue, in a country where landed pro- 
perty has no value. If the security of substantial cultivators for the ulti- 
mate repayment is taken, there is no objection to the measure. Under the 
new system of settlement, where thp settled village may be considered a 
valuable property, it is specially desirable that the kists be so timed as to 
fall after the last crops have been cut and brought into the market, and 
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that DO collateral security be demanded. The ready grant of this boon 
mey additional inducement to acceptance of the pro- 

posed terms. 

14.' Of the articles of Sewaie juinma, the tax on Mangoe and Mowah 
and Custarif Apple trees, the Peshkushee, Tanka, Se- 

36 ofsu*'di’'«''ao"' ^*mdy Khurch, and Huck GumbheerRao, Canoongo, 
may gradually be incorporated with the landTeveiide. 
Chittiawun may advantageously be converted into a toll on the roads. 
The relinquishment of Tarkushee and B4t Chuppae is sanctioned, on the 
expiration of the present forms. 

16. The Lieutenant Governor is>glad to find that Lieutenant Kea- 
tinge has made some progress in the eompilation of a good map of the 
territory, and begs that a copy of it may be furnished as far as it may be 
completed. It can be lithographed now in Agra at a small expense, and 
even if imperfect the multiplication of the copies will materially conduce 
to the correction of the errors contained in it. 

17. The Lieutenant Governor cordially concurs with you in your 
high estimate of Lieutenant Evans’ zeal and energy, and dwells with pe- 
culiar satisfaction on that officer’s assurance that he is anxious to do his 
best to introduce the revenue system desired, with as little delay as pos- 
sible. 

I have the honor to be, &p. 

J. THORNTON, 

Secretary to Govt, of the N. W, P- 

Head Quarters, I 
the 16/A October 1830./ 
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No. 5. 

RKPOllT FOR 1850-51. 


From 


No. 1231 of 1851. 


R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 


To 


J. Thornton, Esquire, 

Secretary to tlie Govt, o) the N. W. P. 


Indore Residency^ 14/A /lugusi 185?. 


Sir, 


I have the honor to forward, for submission to the Ilon’ble the 
Lieutenant Governor N. W. P., the Annual Report on Nimar, received 
from the Political Assistant, for the year A. D. 1850-51, Sumbut 1907, 


British,.. 51,902-1-0 
Scindiah, 1,45,500-5-2 


1,97,402-6-2 
Collection, 1,89,707-0-0 


2. The total demand for the year was Rupees 
1,97,4.02-6-2, of which the sum collected was 1,89,707, 
leaving a balance of 7,695-6-2. 


7,005-6.2 

3. A diminution in the Government demand of 
Received in No. 872 2,122-9-9, aroso froiu thc restoration to the Poo- 

itt ?,;'Go'’v’i"onnIir J agheerdar by order of the Hon’ble the Court 

of Directors, No. 15, dated 22nd May 1849, of the vil- 
lages of Chegaum, Rs. 1,328-8, and Nogaum, Rs. 645-5-9. 
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4* Of balances of former years the sura of Rs. 4,441 has been realizc'd ; 
the major part of the remainder, Rs. 4,468-6-9, is considered irrecoverable, 
and as such the arrears noted below are recommended for remission : 

Pergunnali. 

Asseer, . . 

Peeplode, 

Khundwah, 

Khundwah, 

Rs. 3,567 U 6 

5. The arrears of the current year amount to Rs. 7,695-0-0, of which 

1,744-12-3 are in the British, and Rs. 5,950-3-9 in Scindiah’s, managed dis- 
tricts. By collections since the close of the year, this amount has been 
B tuh 4 fi 3 2 9 to Rs. 463-2-9 in British, and Rs. 4,332-1-6 in 

.sandia’ii, 4,332 I 0 Sciiidiah’s districts; total in bothdistricts Rs. 4,795-4-3 

Total, 4,793 4 3 thrcc-fourths of which may be considered irrecover- 
Rcaiiied, . able, tliough at present no application is made for any 

Total arreara, 7 ,C,0i 0 0 relinquished. 

6. The account of tuccavee advances shows an arrear in the British dis- 

tricts of Rs. 2,950-12-6, 

and Scindiah’s of Rs. 
— 7,214-2-6; of this latter 

1, 230 4 0 ’ 

4,174 1 « Rs. 2,134-7-6 are on ac- 
count of advances in the 
Poonassa pergunnah, in which satisfactory progress towards restoration 
may be reported. 

7. Lieutenant Evans in paras. 14 to 19 reviews the results of the 
Khalsah system, and, whilst asserting that every aid had been afforded, 
admits the results have not been very satisfactory, nor do I think they 

can be otherwise; private interference and individual exertions will al- 
ways effect more in agricultural concerns than any agency the Cxovern- 
ment can bring to bear, backed as it may be by the delusion of protec- 
tion, or any other of the specious modes of propping up a bad system. 

8. The great want in Nimar as in Malwa and Central Indm^general- 


7(52 12 C 200 4 0 707 8 0 


ScindiaV 214 ” 0 0 8ai 8 oj 298 12 6| 1,725 12 0 


Rs. 2,799 8 3 for 1904 

„ 579 1 9 

67 8 0 

„ 121 12 6 for 1905 
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\y, is the means of conveying its produce rapidly to a market. The wheat 
of Goondwana, the cotton of Malwa, and the other products of its fruit- 
ful soil, are left on the hands of the producers. Grain is plentiful in some 
districts in the valley of Nimar, when it is selling at Indore a^ five times 
the local price, and in Candeish and Meywar at eight and ten times, 
owing to the producer being unable to transport it to a market beyond 
the limits of his village. 

9. Opium alone can bear the present cost of transport, and the trade 
in this drug exemplifies the value of a passable road. Opium has not 
ceased to be exported during any mouth of the present rainy season, and 
is now passing the scales at Indore for exportation, having the Agra 
and Bombay road by which to carry it on carts to Bombay. 

I 

10. There is a growing anxiety in the commercial community for 
the introduction of railway communication between Bombay and the 
table land of Malwa. Prejudice fast disappears as personal adventure 
advances. The Hindoo who has been on a steamer from Bombay to 
China may now be met on the Indore change, expressing regret that it 
almost takes more days to reach Bombay from Indore, than from Hong 
Kong ; and this Hindoo is received as any other amongst his brethren. 

11. Lieutenant Evans will be requested to suspend any alteration 
in respect to the 'farkushee and Butchappa duties until his report has 
been submitted. 

12. When last at Boorhanpoor the merchants told me that the 
Government duty and stamp gave a guarantee to the manufacturer, which 
they would rather pay for, than give up ; as it gave a confidence to pur- 
chasers. The Soobeh also observed, that there were objections to remov- 
ing the duties which he thought weighed heavier than the amount of 
the duty pressed on the manufacture. As the question can with advan- 
tage be separately considered, a compliance with Lieutenant Evans' 
proposal does not seem open to objection. 

13. I request sanction may be' granted to the charge of Rupees 
4,110-11-3 as detailed in para. 27 of Lieutenant Evans’ report. 
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14. It is satisfactory to know that by the timely occupation of cer- 
tain posts on the right bank of the Taptee, our districts have been saved 
from irruptions from the turbulent subjects of His Highness the Nizam; 
not a single case of flacoitee or outrage having occurred. 

15. The time appears to me to be approaching, if not to have 
arrived, for the introduction into Nimar of a regular constituted Civil 
Court for the trial and disposal of Civil suits. As a commencement a 
Sudder Ameenship might with advantage be established, concurrent 
with which stamp paper should be introduced ; the general regulations 
and acts of Government being the guide, to which such local rules as 
might be deemed expedient could be added, so as to adapt the court to 
the requirements of the people, disarm them of their alarm, and lead the 
people to comprehend and estimate the advantage of a regularly consti- 
tuted tribunal. 


16. Lieutenant Evans has continued unwearied in his labors to 
improve and ameliorate the condition and prospects of the province, and 
his exertions will, I am persuaded, receive the just acknowledgement of 
His Honor the Lieutenant Governor. 


Indore Residenaj.y 
the iMh August 1861. / 


I have the honor to be, &c. 

R. N. C. HAMILTON, 

Resident. 
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From 


oT 


REroaT FOR 1850-51 on the 
No. 240 of 1851. 

Lieutenant II. L. Evans, 

Political A ssistant in Nimur, 

R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 


Simrole^ "ith Augnst IbSI. 


Sir, 

I liave the honor to make my Annual Report on Nimar for the 
past year Sumbut 1907, A. D. 1850-51, and to forward herewith the 
usual jummabundee statement.* 



- 



-1 : 

i 

S. 1904.1 

S. 1905. 

S. 1900. 

S. 1907. 


A.I). 

A.D. 

A.D. 

A.D. 


1847-48. 

1848-49. 

11849-50. 

1850-51. 

Land revenue Govt, demand, 

■1,69,273 

1,70,104 

1,71,585 

1,68,774 

Sewai Jiuntnu, . . . . 

22,510 

27,412 

20,083 

28,629 

Total demand, 

1,91,789 

1,97,810 

1,98,208 

1,97,403 

CoilectioiiH, 

1,89,430 

1,76,977 

1,89,314 

1,89,707 



Lund Revenue Govt. Demand. 


1849-50. 

1850-51. 

British, 

British Scindiah 

46,351 

1,25,234 

44,144 

1,24,630 

Total 

1,71, .585 

1,68,774 

Realized, 

1,62,632 

1,61,079 

^ r_r— — "r — - 

Bcegabs. 

Rupees. 

Gross Jummabundee of 1849-50, 

Decrease, 

Increase, .. 

Jummabundee of 1850-51 

3,08,116 

10,094 

12,975 

3,10,997 

(«) 

2,05,045 
6,99 1 
0,151 
2,04,205 


(«) In thi^ C’buhgaum and Nogaun arc of course not included. 


2. In the margin is a 
statement of the revenue 
of the present, i. e. that now 
reported on, and three pre- 
ceding years. The Govern- 
ment demand. Land Re- 
venue, as compared with 
that of the year shows a 
decrease of Rs. 2,207 in 
British and of Rs. 604 in 
British Scindiah Nimar. 
This arises in the former 
mainly from the restora- 
tion to the Poorundury 
Jagheerdar, of the villages 
of Chegaum and Nogaum, 
resumed by us in 1840, 
and whose land revenue 
Government demand in 
1849-50 was Rs. 1,974. 


• Omitted. 



REVENUE ADMINISTRATION OF NIMAR. 


343 


Clipjjinln'j 

Nogautn, 


Total, 


Land Revenue 

Sewai Juniinn, 

Govt, demand. 

demand. 

1,328 8 0 

128 12 0 

645 5 9 

30 0 0 

1,973 13 9 1 

1.58 12 0 


The remainder of the loss 
is from the diminution of 
irrigation from the Satkot 
Katkot weir (the water 
course from which did not 
this year run at all) and the 
Mundlaisir tank ; the Choollee tank from whence Mundlaisir is supplied 
having been made over to Holkar’s authorities,* the supply of water given 
. Vi<i. ...y No 22’, ^'y them was not enough to irrigate as much land as in 

(iaicci ifirh July 1830. forriier years. But for this, there would have been an 
increase, slight but something at all events. In Kanapoor and Burreeah, 
there has been an increase from new villages in the 
I first, and from irrigation in the latter ; and in the Asseer 
17 villages a decrease of Rs. 134-7-3 from cultivators 
deserting. 


Kauapooi, . . 104 15 
Hurreeali, ,.210 0 


315 6 3 


3, Scindiah’s districts all present an increase except Khundwah, 
Asseer and Moondee, in which there is a slight loss ; 

hhumivah, fiss 4 0 „ of tlfis is from veduction of asscssmeiit or 

Assr’or, , , 7 3 i t ' __ 

Moondre, .. 10 * “ “ Moondee lands” as explained in former letter JNo. 

3318 dated 9th October 1849. I shall revert to this subject hereafter, 
and endeavour to show what seem to me the causes which have led to 
this decrease of revenue. 


Total Govt, denianil 
rculizcd, 

Add realized of 
1848-40 & 49-60, 


1,89,707 

4,441 


1,94,148 


4. If to the total Government demand land 
and Suwai, the realization of the balance of the 
years previous be added, the total amount realized 
will be Rupees 1,94,148. 


5. Of the balance of the year 1849-50 now remaining unpaid, Rs. 

4,468-6-9, 1 do not consider any reco^rable. ^ 

para. 5 of Mr. Secretary Thornton s leiier 

No. 3225, dated 16th October last for remis- 
sion of balances as per margin. I stated in 
my report of last year (para. 3,) I was not 
then ptepared to recommend the remission 
of more ; but I find now that more than what 


Asseer, 

2,799 

8 3 

Teeplode, . . 

579 

1 9 

Khundwah,. . 

67 

8 0 

Total, . 

. 3,444 

2 0 on demand 

of 1906. 

Khundwah,. 

121 12 6 do. 1905. 

Total,. 

. 3,565 

14 6 
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tress and suffering, I therefore 
j beg to recommend remissions as 
9 per margin. 

8 6. The season was a fair one 
0 last year generally speaking, but 

0 the fall of rain was not enough to fill 

9 the water courses that are used for 

1 irrigation in the Kusrawud, Khund- 
® wall and Asseer pergunnahs. Of 

the balances now remaining in 
Khundwah 1,722 Rs. are on account of water rates and not recoverable. 
As regards the remainder, there has been paid during the months of 
May and June Rs. 2,899-11-9, leaving a total now remaining due of Rs. 
463-2-9 in the British and Rs. 4,332-1-6 in the British Scindiah districts, 
or Rs. 4,795-4-3 in all. Of this I do not think that more than 1,000 or 
1,200 will be recovered. In the Khundwah pergunnah, the rice suffered 
much from the long continuance of dry weather in July. 

7. I have mentioned above in my 3d para, that I would state what 
I conceived to be the causes of the decrease in the Khundwah and As- 
seer pergunnahs. I think it may be ascribed principally to the smaller 
amount of tuccavee issued both for seed and food and new ploughs, in 
the past two years. Such also is the opinion of the khomasdars and 
zemindars, whose judgment may be considered to carry more weight, 
when it is remembered that both these parties dislike the great trouble 
and responsibility attaching to tuccavee issues, and are unlikely there- 
fore (the zemindars especially who have to stand security,) to recommend 
them unadvisedly. Under Khalsa management, the Government is the 
landlord and has the “ lien” on the crops. Soucars are therefore less will- 
ing to lend to the poorer and less industrious cultivators ; and these, 
without advances for seed and bullocks every season, cannot cultivate. 
In both Asseer and Khundwah are many Bheel and Bhulala cultiva- 
tors, and it is almost entirely amongst these that the loss has taken 
place. 

8. Another reason assigned is t^at Puggrus or rent-free tenures for 
two or three years have been almost entirely discontinued lately. 


*S 

.= it 

il 

Ja c* 

5 8 

o JJ 

•is 



Kuarawud, 

Kannpoor, 

Hurreah, 

17 villagei in Aiseer, 

Khundwah, 

AMtcer, 

Bhamgurh, 

Peeplode, 

Poona.ssa, 

jS Iseylanee and Billora, 
jBurwah, 

M " Dhungaum, 

a > I . 

"I Bolanccof S. 1906 A. D. 1849-50, 
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9. The tuccavee statement will, I trust, be considered satisfactory. 
The balance remaining due at the end of Sumbut 1906 was Rs. 9,271-8-6. 
The issue in the past year has been Rs. 7,614-4-0, making a total of Rs. 
16,885-12-6; of this has been recovered Rs. 6,720-13-6, leaving a balance 
of Rs. 10,164-15-0, which includes the large sum of Rs. 2,134-7-6 for 
Poonassa. I gm happy to say that I am not aware of any bad debts in 
the tuccavee account, unless it may be amongst the Gonds of Peeplode, 
and then to a very small extent, perhaps 200 Rs., but even this I do not 
by any means look upon as lost. 


10. I visited, last January and February the whole of Gondwarrah 
(Nimar), stretching eastward of Boorhanpoor nearly 60 miles along the 
Tapty. It is a most fertile district, but the climate is deadly, so much 
so that no one but a Gond, or one acclimated from youth, can live there 
during the months from August to January. I found a young Brahmin 
teaching the children of a Gond patch As he was acclimated, I took him 
and put him to school at Mundlaisir to learn a little more than he alrea- 
dy knew ; and in the cold weather he will return to Gondwarrah and 
resume his teaching. These people must be taught in their jungles, 
they will not leave them to attend a school ; some children that I got to 
Peeplode after much trouble, having pined so much that it was neces- 
sary to send them back to their homes. 


11. In Poonassa we are making progress and 1 hope permanently 
so. My Serishtadar, who is the acting komasdar, is most active and zeal- 
ous, and takes much interest in the work which he himself volunteered 
to undertake. All is being done through the Bheels, Bheelalahs, Koor- 
koo8 .nd other jungle tribe. They .re being led to adopt a >>e«« »?»• 
ten. of agriculture . to dig »elU and cultivate rubbee crop, i 
tiled hooaes. and live ntore comfortably. Ashoithme 
the impossibility of restoring the 

tion of cultivator, from the inhabited d.strmts. 'P“f 

heart .they could not bear up against the f ® ^ fi,, 

-here ita growth was that of a century and upwards. “ 

ravage, commit^ b, 

thp wiUl tribes the case is ditierent. xney use iue a 
bmikwoods-man and at night watch their Helds. 

arrow in hand, and have the miditional advantage of having no scruple 
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in eating what they kill. 1 am about now to visit Poonassa and see the 
progress made : both in the road through it from Indore towards Hurda 
and in cultivation. 

12. Regarding the progress made in the new settlement, I have 
fully reported. When it is ascertained what the sentiments of His Honor 
the Lieutenant Governor N. W. P. may be regarding it, I shall know 
how to proceed. Both Kanapoor and Burreeah (the two British per- 
gunnahs) are now completely measured and ready for settlement ; and 
Dhurgaum and Burwai (British Scindiah) will be measured by the end 
of the official year. 

13. Whilst carrying out the settlement, I trust to be able to make up a 
full statistical account of the district, and have in fact commenced it with 
Kusrawud. The want of something of the kind is always most sensibly 
felt by a new comer, who is of course utterly ignorant as to where, or 
to whom, to turn for information on the many points, regarding which he 
must for a considerable time remain partially or entirely uninformed. 

14. As the Khalsa system will, in British Nimar at all events, in all 
likelihood come to an end this year, it is advisable to look back, and see 
the results it has produced during the 5 years it has been in operation. 
The revenue (Government demand) in British Nimar, exclusive of Che- 

gaum and Nogaumin 1903, the first 
year of Khalsa management, was Rs. 
43,371. It is now Rs. 44,144. The in- 
crease has been Rs. 773, an amount very 
small when it is considered how much 
money has been expended by Govern- 
ment in various ways. Of the British 
district, Kusrawud, the chief one was 
already as well cultivated and inhabited 
as it could be, and in it there was little 
room for improvement. In Kanapoor and Burreeah 11 villages have been 
resettled, and these two pergunnahs exhibit an increase of Rs. 1,025 to the 
yearly revenue. Only two villages remain now uninhabited. The Asseer 
17 villages are as they were ; indeed have somewhat retrograded. The 
increase then is very small on the whole, as regards Government. 



S. 1903. 
A. D. 
1846-47. 

S. 1907. 
A. D. 
1850-51. 

26,123 

2,320 

6,581 

6,334 

2,013 

26,229 

2,106 

6,964 

6,976 

1,869 




17 villages in Asseer, .. .. 

Total, . . . , 

43,371 

44,144 


In Sumbut 1902, last year of the old Ijara ayi- 
tern, it was Rs, 45,371. 
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15. Turning again to British Scindiah, the result is not more satis- 
factory. Here also is a greater scope for improvement, vast tracts lie 
desolate, where the soil is most rich, wood and water abundant, every 
ra/.ilitv in short for resettlement. The results are 100 villacies resettled 


8. 1903. 



60,282 

8,755 

60,788 


9,211 


11,879 

2,707 

481 

12,293 

Seylanee and BlUora, . . . . 

2,732 

782 


436 

801 


• 2,910 

2,799 


25,978 

24,463 


6,628 

6,384 

4,377 

Peaploda^ • » • • * * * * 

4,564 

Total, . . . . 

1,24,615 

1,24,630 

In the Siimbut 1902 when all villages were In 
lease, the Govt, demand was Rs. 1,31,408. 


8. 1907. nue. 


vr-vwi. , ^ 

The results are 100 villages resettled 
but no increase on the whole, of reve- 
nue. Here liberality of Government 
has been even greater than in British 
Nimar. Much money has been expend- 
ed in works of public utility, tanks, 
weirs,roads,&c. Much consideration was 
shown the renters in relieving them of 
their burden; those who complained, 
and made it apparent that they were 
heavily borne upon. Tuccavee for seve- 
ral years was largely disbursed to both 

„,d new culOvators , every « 
year of Rs. 1,390-8-0. 

3 u f „ fV.o 9 fhP cause of this decrease is attributed 
16 . I have stated before that t tuccavee to old cultivators 

to the cessation in a great measu -boiition of puggrus, or tenures 

for seed, food, and ® ‘^^^rs. That seed and food should 

rent-free for a certain time to ^^gntion of bullocks might lead 

be required will not seem od , j Such is not the case, sell- 

to the idea that these had to, of course 

ing up is scarcely ever practised, sacred. But they buy 

the implements of tie means to pay for better, they 

hard,^so that they rarely last long. 

Under the Ij«n 

mnny renter, tiave been mine ^ ' y interest for the money 

S::; b":™w3 trjree. or t„ -.und secnwty, I. either 

case the result was the same. 

A. regntd. o Puggru.,” the .y.«™ 
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in affording ’ inducement to idle lazy cultivators to wander continually 
with a view of escaping payment of rent, that I abolished it almost entire- 
ly ; substituting a very gradually increasing rate, commencing from the 
first year that seed was sown. It is not relished however, and the conse- 
quence is, that so much new land is not now taken up as formerly, *. e. 
4 and 5 years ago. Still I think my principle is right. These lands conu 
ing under assessment filled up the gaps in the revenue left by cultivators 
who had died or deserted or ceased to cultivate. 

19. I have been led into making these remarks, because I am aware 
that the Khalsa system having been permitted to be maintained, fc op- 
position to the better judgment of yourself and His Honor the Lieu- 
tenant Governor N. W. P., it is incumbent on me to show that the grounds 
gone upon were good, and that the results have warranted the having 
ventured to differ from those more experienced and better qualified to 
judge. I candidly confess that these results are wanting, or at all events 
that considering the labor and expense, they ought to have been greater. 
Comparing them also with the results obtained in Mhairwarra, though 
I am not venturing to put myself in comparison with Major Dixon) they 
are not very encouraging. Yet my predecessor. Captain French, used 
to compare N imar to Mhairwarra. I wish the resemblance held good to 
the full extent. 

20. Is the Khalsa system to be considered then as having entirely 
failed in being of any benefit to the country ? I do not think it would 
be quite correct to say so. It has given all a breathing time ; it has 
enabled us to acquire very much information ; much money has been 
circulated; many cultivators assisted with loans free of interest; the 
solicitude shown for them has given heart to the good and industrious ; 
many deserted villages have been resettled ; many new wells have been 
dug and old ones cleared out ; many tiled houses built, and upwards of 
20,000 beegahs of land more than before brought under the plough. I 
think the question asked in the 2d para, of Mr. Secretary Thornton’s letter 
No. 3,225, dated 16th October last, may be answered in the affirmative, 
that, generally speaking, the circumstances of the people have improved. 

21. It must be borne in mind also, that large reductions in assess- 
ment have taken place, especially in British Scindiah Nimar, where large 
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sums assessed on the leases of villages, in which there chanced to be at 
the time of giving the lease much land uncultivated, and which the rent- 
er was charged the full tax for, whether it afterwards came under culti- 
vation or not, have been taken off or reduced so as to leave the renter 
some profit from bringing them under the plough. The rate on land 
watered from wells also has been reduced to a maximum of Rs. 3 per 
beegah. It ranged formerly as high as 8, 9 and 10 on many lands. New 
huqs also have been granted in Khalsa villages ; that of the patels amount- 
ing to Rs. 7,549 per annum. The rate oh Mood lands has been reduced ; 
yet with all these reductions and deductions the Government demand 
has lift decreased. New land has fallen under the plough, and so the 
deficiency has been made good. The same amount is distributed over a 
greater space, and more evenly, and consequently bears less heavily than 
before on those from whom it is levied. 

22. Regarding our operations in the road department, I have al- 
ready reported in No. 176, dated 7th June last, and have therefore no- 
thing to add. 

23. No new tanks or weirs have been constructed during the past 
year. All the old ones are in good order, and the tanks mostly pretty 
full already. Two in His Highness Holkar’s districts (Dalliakheree and 
Soondreit) have burst, the first from a most culpable act on the part of 
the patel in having pierced the bund to take water into his field, and 
afterwards not properly stopped the outlet ; the other is a very old tank, 
yet with proper care might have stood many years longer, care being 
required to prevent crevices extending in the masonry. After seeing 
them myself I shall report to you, with a view to having the Dalliakhe- 
ree patel at all events punished for his gross neglect. 

24. Adverting to para. 6 of Mr. Thornton’s letter above alluded to, 
I have not reduced the assessment in Tuppa Bahadurpoor. The balance 
remaining due in it this year is less than in the y6ar preceding. For the 
khurreef crops, of which 9-lOths of the cultivation in that Tuppah consists, 
the rains last year were favorable. 

26. The alteration in the dates of payment of its kists is a boon which 
the cultivators will appreciate most highly, and as soon as the settlement 
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of Kanapoor and Burreeah is completed I shall make formal application 
for the alteration being sanctioned, taking para. 13 of the letter before 
quoted as authority. 


26. The remission of the items of Suwaie jumma mentioned in 
para. 14 (" Tarkushee” and “ But chuppai”) will be carried into effect 
as directed, at the expiration of the current year, when the leases will 
terminate. But regarding the Tarkushee, I would wish to be permit- 
ted to make a report on it separately, after conferring with the Soobah 
of Boorhanpoor, as it will very seriously affect (at least so I am given 
to understand,) both the interests of Scindiah’s Government, as regards 
the revenue of Boorhanpoor, and also the reputations of the manufac- 
turers of gold and silver embroidery, for which that town is famous. 


28. The past year has been without a repetition of the dacoitees 
which were perpetrated in the year previous by gangs from the Nizam’s 
side of the Tapty. This good fortune has been owing to the presence 
of the troop of the 1st Cavalry Gwalior Contingent placed by you at my. 
disposal, for detachment in the Peeplode and Asseer pergunnahs along 
the Tapty. The whole troop has now rejoined the regimental Head 
quarters, except 1 Duffadar and 16 Sowars, whom I propose stationing 
again in Gondwarra as soon as the sickly season is past. At present 
they are at a village about 18 miles from Khundwah in a perfectly 
healthy place. 


29. I have nothing further to add, except as usual to acknowledge 
your kind support, and to express a hope that I may be fortunate enough 
to continue to meet with the approbation both of yourself and His Honor 
the Lieutenant Governor N. W. Provinces. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 

H. L. EVANS, 

Political Assistant in Ninuar. 


Nimar Political Agency, 

Camp Simrole, 7th Aug. 1851. 
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Description of Grain, ^c. sown in the District (jf Nimar. 


. — 







Namef of Grab) &c. 

British. 


Scindiah. 


Total 



Beeg. 1 

Bis. 

Beeg. 

Bis. 

Beeg. ] 

Bis. 

Jooar and Bajra, . • • • 

25,375 

3 

1,22,014 

3 

1,47,389 

6 

Toour, 

7,974 

D 

28,483 

D 

36,457 

13 

Wheat, 

2,516 

14 

5,624 

HI 

8,141 

1 


2,509 

17 

5,336 

D 

7,846 

2 

Tillee, • • 

7,239 

2 

13,651 

H 

20,890 

11 


40 

11 

918 

H 

958 

15 


I 2,370 

12 

1 



15,717 

3 

Oottont ^ikuppas,; •• •• •• •• 



98 

0 

5,810 

6 

5,908 

6 

Oorud, Moong and Indian Com, and small 

5,456 

0 

34,886 

3 

40,342 

3 


117 

0 

477 

6 

594 

6 


327 

15 

3,636 

3 

3,963 

18 


154 

i 

917 

1 

1,071 

4 


1 


8 

Kl 

9 

1 

betel leai, ^raun,; 







Vine and Rose, 

15 

B 

55 

15 

70 

15 

. 

Lucerne Grass * 

0 

E 

0 

5 

0 

5 


2,428 

16 

19,213 

2 

21,636 

18 

Grand Total, . . 

56,619 

0 

2,54,378 

6 

3,10,997 

a 




















352 


REPORT FOR 1850-51 ON THE 


Register qf Rain in the Pergunnahs of the Districts of Nitnar in the year 
Sumbut 1906 from June to October ISliO. 


Number. (I 

Names of Pergunnahs. 

June 

1849. 

July 

1849. 

August 

1849. 

September. 

1849. 

October 

1849. 

Total. 

I. 

c. 

I. 

c. 

1. 

c. 

I. 

c. 

.. 

c. 

I. 

c. 

1 

Khundwah, 

5 


10 

25 

4 

m 

10 

70 

0 

60 

31 

65 

2 

Asseer, 

8 

» 

60 

16 

0 

11 

60 

10 

40 

0 

0 



3 

Peeplode, 

5 

‘20 

15 

40 

8 


6 

30 

2 

20 

37 

70 

4 

Bhamgurh, 

4 

85 

12 

0 

5 

55 

11 

50 


60 

34 

50 

5 

Moondee, •• •• 

5 


11 

65 

11 

45 

6 

20 

0 

90 

36 

D 

6 

Seylanee, 

12 

70 

10 

80 

4 

B 

14 

70 

0 

0 

41 


7 

Burwah, •• 

9 

0 

10 


4 

70 

9 

80 

2 

40 

36 


8 

Dhurgaum, . « • . 

10 

85 


22| 

5 


8 

70 


0 

34 

77J 

9 

Kusrawud, 

11 

45 

9 

15 

2 



0 


70 

34 

55 

10 

Burreeah, 

10 

80 

8 

30 

3 



0 

2 

10 

36 

90 

11 

Kanapoor, 

10 

70 

3 


2 



10 

0 

0 

26 

50 

12 

Mundlaisir, .. ... .. 

8 

30 

9 


4 

23 

8 

19 

0 

75 

31 

40 

13 

Poonassa, 

0 

0 



0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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Re^fister of Rain in the pergunnaha of the Districts of Nimar in the year 
^ S, 1907 Jrom June to October* 1850. 


Names of Pergunnahs. 


llMundlaisift 
Kusrawud, . , 
KK^napoor, . 
Burrceah, • 
Khundwah, 
^iBurwah, 


Dhurgaun, . 
Seylanee, . 
Poonassa, . 
lO Moondee, • 
ABseer, 
Peeplode, . 
Bhaingurh, . 


11 

12 

13i 


c 

a 

1 •^p'r 

1 


August. 

September. 

October. 

i 

o 

H 

2 

82 

11 

95 

8 

38 

4 

16 

1 

66 

28 

97 

3 

50 

9 

85 

7 

15 

5 

55 

3 

35 

29 

40 

3 

90 

5 

80 

7 

10 

7 

70 


»» 

24 

50 

. 8 

20 

5 

i> 

6 

60 

5 

70 

2 

40 

27 

90 

6 

70 

5 

20 

5 

>> 

3 

90 

3 


23 

80 

.1 5 

70 

7 

20 

7 

90 

3 

40 

1 

tt 

25 

20 

. 1 

60 

13 

40 

7 

30 

5 

30 

2 

30 

29 

90 

, 3 

20 

8 

50 


25 


55 

2 

85 

22 

35 

• fi 

»> 

8 


5 

50 

4 

10 

>» 

90 

18 

50 

. 4 

»» 

10 

>1 

5 

10 

4 

60 

2 

80 

26 

50 

, 2 

10 

6 

90 

6 

. 10 

6 

90 

» 

>» 

21 

M 

.. 6 

90 

7 

20 

4 

40 

5 

40 

2 

30 

27 

1 20 

.. 2 

45 

7 

79 

5 




2 

M 

23 

15 



ZZ 
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Return of Works executed in Nimar during the Stmbut 1907 ; A. D. 
1850-51, and for expences of which sanction is required. 


Pergunnahs. 

Villagei. 


1 

Sum 

requiring 

sanction. 


Explanations. 

British, 

Kusrawud, 

Chumar Tullaee, 


45 

6 

6 

00 

(A 

s 

bo 

Ditto, 

Dalkhera Dhurmsala, . . 

1 

15 

0 

0 

s 

< 

•5 

Asseer Pettah, 

Boundary Marks, .» 

.. . 

36 

0 

0 



Total Rs. 

« • • » 

96 

6 

6 

T3 

o' 

Scindiah, 

Khundwali, . . 

Excess in Dispensary, , , . . 

• , • > 

150 

13 

10 

■rr 

d 

125 

Moondee, 

Kolgaum Well, .. 

.. 

107 

14 

10 

a; 

Burwah, 

Oomreea Well, 

• • ■ • 

55 

8 

9 

'o 


Total, .. 

.. Rs. 

314 

4 

9 

1^ 

cs 

2 


Grand Total, . . 

. . Rs. 

410 

11 

1 

3 

§4 

> 


H. L. EVANS, 
Political Assistant in Nimar. 


Camp Semirole, 
1th August 1851. 
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From 


To 


No. 3332 of 1851. 


J. Thornton, Esquire, 

Secretary to the Govt. N. W. P. 


R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 


Dated Simla^ the 18fA September 1851. 

Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1231, 
dated 11th ultimo, with' its enclosures, containing the 
Revenue Department. Revcnuc administration of Nimar for 

the year 1850-51. 


• 

S. 1905. i 
A. 1). 
1848-19. 

S. 1900. 

A. D. 
1849-50. 

S. 1907. 

A. I). 
1850-51. 

Land revenue Govt, demand, 
Suwtti Jumma, 

1,70,401 

27,412 

1,71,585 

26,083 

1,08,774 

28,029 

Total Demand, .. 

1,97,816 

1,98,268 

1,07,403 

Collections, . . 

1,76,977 

1,89,314 

1,89,707 


t 


.Chegaum, 

Nogauin, 


Total, 


Land Revenue 

Suwal Jumma 

Govt, demand. 

Govt, demand, 

1,328 

8 

0 

128 

12 

0 

015 

5 

9 

30 

0 

0 

l.iU.’J 

13 


158 

12 

0 


Jummabundee of 1906, 
Decrease in 1900, 
Increase in ditto, 

J ummabundee in 1907, 


Deegahs. 

Rupees. 

2,54,086 

1,64,003 

7,500 

5,827 

'8,510 

4,705 

2,55,090 1 

i,6;i,oqi 


2. The accounts of de- 
mands and collections for the 
year under report stand as per 
margin,* contrasted with those of 
the two previous years. The de- 
mand and receipts of the past 
year have been reduced by the 
restoration to the Poorundarry 
Jagheerdar under the orders 
from the Hon’ble the Court of 
Directors of the two estates men- 
tioned in the margin.f 

3. The jummabundee of 
Khalsa lands in 1907 Sumbut, 
omitting the above estates, is 
shown in the margin, contrasted 
with the similar return for Sum- 
but 1906. 
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4'. The amount of tuccavee advanced during the year was Rupees 
7,614-4-0. The outstanding balance under this head at the close of the 
year Rs. 10,164-15-0, against Rs. 9,271-8-6 at the close of the preceding 
year. It is satisfactory to find that Lieutenant Evans does not consider 
any part of this arrear to be irrecoverable. 

6. The Lieutenant Governor does not clearly understand what sums 
it is proposed to remit as irrecoverable arrears of land revenue, in 
addition to the items aggregating Rs. 3,565-14-6, which were remitted 
in orders of 16th October 1850. On receipt of a more distinct applica- 
tion under this head, the necessary orders will be issued. 


6. Lieutenant Evans’ measures for improving the waste lands of 
Pceplodc and Poonassa seem to be most judicious, and 
u™! Evanf- ''tier. dcscrving of cvcry encouragement. A man who 

devotes himself to the civilization of a people as the 
Serishtadar and acting Komasdar of Poonassa is reported to bo doing, 
deserves to be specially mentioned by his name. Such men merit 
high distinction. It will be most interesting to watch the progress of 
these efforts. 


7. You will have been made acquainted by this time with the Lieute- 
nant Governor’s views regarding the progress of the 

Parw. 12 an(H3. , . . . 

settlement operations. Ihe “ full statistical account of 
the district” promised by Lieutenant Evans will be received with much 
satisfaction. 


8. The Lieutenant Governor would not on any account test the 
success of the Khalsa system by the amount of the reve- 
nue it has yielded to the Government. Many circum- 
stances may render the Government collections a very inadequate test 
of the state of the country. It is evident that the greater liberality 
lately shown to the cultivators must have diminished the receipts from 
them ; and it is enough if the loss thus occasioned has been made good 
by other increased receipts. If cultivation has really increased, and the 
means of irrigation been supplied where they were hitherto wanting or 
scanty ; if the people are better lodged, better fed, better clothed, and in 
belter spirits than they formerly were. Lieutenant Evans may congratu- 
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late himself or the result, and. feel assured that he has laid the foundation 
of a prosperity that will, in due time, bear its fruits in an increased reve- 
nue to the Government, if a similarly liberal and conciliatory course of 
conduct be persevered in. 

9. Mhairwarra is a bright example of what energy, skill end devo- 
tion to the good of the people may effect. Every public oflScer in at all 
similar circumstances should constantly keep it before him to cheer him 
in his labors, and direct him in his course. But no one need feel dis- 
couraged if any equally brilliant financial result be not at once obtained. 
There are many peculiarities in the climate, soil and position of Mhair- 
warra, which led to the great success of Lieutenant Colouel Dixon’s 
efforts. So fortunate a combination may not be found elsewhere. But 
the obligation is not the less strong to labor in the same course, and 
strive for the same ends. 

10. There is much truth in the remark in para. 7, that when, as in 
the Khalsa system, the Government maintain their lien directly upon 
the crop, soucars are unwilling to make advances to the cultivators. It 
would be better to run some risk or incur some losses in tuccavee, than 
to check the efforts of the people by being too niggard in advancing 
capital where no private capitalists will come forward. Lieutenant 
Evans has shown himself well worthy of trust in this respect, and is at 
liberty to make advances more liberally, where he sees it to be necessary 
and likely to be advantageous. 

11. In discontinuing" Puggrus” or grants of land rent-free for a 
certain time to new settlers, the Superintendent is believed to have acted 
entirely on his own view of the case. There may be some justice in his 
remark in para. 18, that the practice leads " cultivators to wander con- 
tinually with a view of escaping payment of rent.” And it must be 
remembered that the same cause which justifies the demand of a low 
rate for the first few years of occupation, may also justify the total exemp- 
tion from demand. Both arrangements imply that much expense and 
risk are attendant on first settlement on any spot, and total exemption 
from demand will evidently compensate a much greater degree of expeiise 
and risk, than even a very low demand. With this remark the question 
is left to the Superintendent’s discretion. 
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12. The question regarding the retention or remis- 
sion of the items of Tarkushee and Bat Chuppai is left 
for separate discussion as you propose. 

14. It is very satisfactory to find, that the judicious disposition you 
have made of Scindiah’s Contingent force has protected the district from 
any incursions or outrages from the Hyderabad territory. 

15. It is not apparent what are the circumstances which induce you 
now to advocate the establishment of a Sudder Ameen’s court in Nimar. 
The present arrangement for the disposal of all questions through the 
Superintendent and his subordinate establishment, seem well suited to 
the simple and primitive habits of the people. The institution of a separate 
civil court with a regular course of proceeding, will be attended with 
additional expense to the State, whilst that and the introduction of stamp 
paper are likely to be misunderstood by the people. It will be better 
to postpone the introduction of this measure till its want is felt by the 
people, and advocated by the local authorities. 

16. Lieutenant Evans has continued, as you most justly observe, to 
merit the approbation and the confidence of the Government. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

J. THORNTON, 
Secretary to the Govt. N. W. P. 


Simla, 

the 18^A September 1851. 
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No. 6. 

REPORT FOR 1851-52. 


From 


To 


No. 217 of 18,52. 

Lieut. R. H. Keatinge, 

Political A snistant in Nimar. 

R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 


Mundlairir, tht 21lh July 18113. 


Sir, 

I have the honor to submit the Annual Report for Sumbut 1908 
A. D. 1851-52. 

The statement in the margin shows the revenue of the year rc- 
ported on, as compared with the preced- 
ing year. The apparent decrease of land 
revenue has been caused by the remis- 
sions made by Government in the new 
settlement of pergunnah Kusrawud, 
amounting to Rs. 6,566, and the circum- 
stance of the deductions for Road fund 
not having been made from the amount 
exhibited by my predecessor for Sum- 
but 1907; but on adding these items to 
* the land revenue of the present year, 
a result is produced exceeding^ that of 
Sumbut 1907 by Rs. 1256. 




Suinlmt 

1907. 

Sumbut 

1908. 

Govt 

demand 

1 Land revenue, . . 
fSewaiJumma, .. 

1,08,774 

28,629 

1,01,945 

20,039 


Total, , , . . 

1,97,403 

1,87,984 


Collections, . * 

1,89,707 

I,76,8U 



Sumbut 1908. 

Land Revenue, 

1,01,945 

Kusrawud deductions, . . «. «• 

0,560 

Road Fund, 

1,519 

Total, . . . • 

1,70,030 
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2. The slight decrease in the Sewai Jumma arises principally from 
items remitted by Government, but this part of the revenue will from 
its nature continually vary. 

4. The tuccavee accounts show a balance outstanding in excess of the 
balance of last year amounting to Rs. 1 1 1-13-5. In his report of last 
year Captain Evans stated that he feared some debts, amounting^to per- 
haps 200 Rs, existed amongst the people of Peeplode; the circumstances 
having since been enquired into, it appears that Rs. 192 is irrecoverable : 
this loss has been caused by the death of persons leaving no heirs and in 
a few cases by desertions. The advances were made principally in 1846 
by Captain French to persons who settled in the pergunnah from Khan- 
deish, but the climate proved too much -for them, and those who escaped 

the fever returned ruined to their former homes. I would 

♦ Rs. 192. 1 /. 1 • . « 1 

therefore request the remission ofthis sum.* 

5. The accompanying^ statement of irrecoverable balances for Sum- 
but 1907 will, I trust, be permitted to be written off the amount is Rs. 
4,027-0-3. 


6. I must request sanction for a few items of expenditure in works 
of public utility. 


Name of place and description of work^ 

Subscribed by 
the people. 

B«quested from 
Government 

Pergunnali Dhurgaum, Mouzah Koombia, a well") 

•76 0 0 

73 


for drinking water, • • i 

0 0 

PerguiUfah Khundwah, Mouzah Jaum}ee^ a well for^ 
drinking water, « • » , T 

136 12 0 

147 

3 0 

Pargunnah Khundwah^ repairing and in some places") 
re-making the walls of tlie Khundwah Gurhee, J 

0 0 0 

206 

5 10 

Total, •• 

1 

.426 

9 7 


The first two works were undertaken in consequence of flourishing vil- 
lages being in great waat of wells for drinking water. The repairs of the 
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Fort wall of Khundwah were reported on by Captain Evans in his letter 
No. 394 of 1851 ; they have been in progress for several years, and have 
been entirely carried out by prison labor, with the exception of the 
charges for water and mason’s pay, which amount to Rs. 206-5-10. The 
work was absolutely necessary for the safety of a treasury that usually 
contains as much moneyas is kept at Mundlaisir. When Captain French 
held the office of Superintendent, he had an estimate made for the repairs, 
which estimate amounted to Rs. 3,000, so that the present outlay will, 

I am sure, be found but small ; the renovation has been substantially 
executed in mud, of the same nature as the original work. I would, if 
this measure is approved, detach a party of prisoners to mend the breach- 
es in the wall of the Fort of Burwai, which it is desirable should be 
kept in order as an enclosure to the Treasury. In this instance the wall 
is of stone and mud, pointed with lime. .4s the materials are on the spot, 
the outlay of money will be very small. 

7. Sumbut 1908 has certainly on the whole been an unfavorable 
year ; the fall of rain was rather scanty, and what did fall came in torrents ; 
in September the average was but .3 inches, and In some of the best per- 
gunnahs but 1 ^ inches ; in October there was rto rain, and in fact the rainy 
season closed all over the district about the l‘2th of September. On crops 
sown in July the result is that the end of the official year shows a ba- 
lance of Rs. 11,17.3-3-5, of which Rs. 2,779-13-7 can probably be fairly 
recovered, leaving irrecoverable a balance of Rs. 8,393-5-10. 

11. In the newly settled villages of Kusrawud the revenue man- 
agement has proceeded as quietly as could possibly be expected. A 
separate register of cases has been kept as desired by His Honor 
the Lieutenant Governor. The register contains but eight cases ; of 
these two are reports from the tehsecldar thivt Sudder Malgoozars who 
had collected their full revenue had failed to pay it in to the Govern- 
ment treasury at the proper time ; and two are petitions from Sudder 
Malgoozars against proprietors who had failed in their engagements. In 
all four cases on the defendants being cautioned personally by the Supe- 
rintendent, or Deputy Collector, the arrears were paid up without any 
further measures being necessary. Two cases occur in which Sudder 
Malgoozars complain that proprietors are entirely neglecting their fields, 
and request permission to take the land froil! them ; the reply was to the 
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effect, that aa long as they paid the Government (demand, no such 
order could be given, but the proprietors in question were remonstrated 
with on the subject ; in one case a proprietor of a field assessed at 
Rs 14-13-0, deserted, leaving a balance unpaid ; the Malgoozar petitioned 
to be allowed to give his land to another person and permission was 
of course granted. 

12. The last case was a petition from the proprietor of Mouzah 
Dongargaum against a person called Roockroo, Moocatee, who held land 
assessed at Rs-36-7-0, to the effect that he was about to leave the vil- 
lage and return to his old home in Holkar’s territory. It appeared that 
this person had quarrelled with his relations a year before the settlement, 
and, leaving his village, had taken land in the Kusrawud Pergunnah, but 
his relations having settled their difference, he paid all Government de- 
mands and returned to his former home. This has been a clear loss to the 
proprietor, who was not able to obtain another cultivator for the land 
thrown out of cultivation, and he was loud in his protestations against 
the Moocatee being allowed to leave the village, but as no legal demands 
existed against him he was of course permitted to depart. 

’ I have the honor to be, &c. 

R. H. KEATINGE, 
Political Assistant, Nimr. 


Nimar Political Agency, 

Mundlaisir, the ^Ith July 1862. 
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Abstract of Government Demand, Receipts and Balance in eaehtk 

or A. D. 185 


Names of Pergunnahs 





Sumbut 

1907. 







Land Revenue 
Government 
Demand. 

li 

B 

e 

a 

4> 

'3 

t 

CA 

Total Government 
Demand. 

Collections. 

Realized of recover- 
able balance of S. 

o 

o 

Total of Collections 

a 

y* 

n 

c 

Balance. 



Kusrawud, 

26,228 10 6 

3,723 15 

1 

29,952 9 7 

28,617 

7 10 

353 

13 3 

23,971 

5 2 

1,335 

1 9 

1,29 

Mundlaisir, 

2,106 5 6 

2,372 14 

2 

4,479 3 8 

4,333 

3 2 

71 

3 6 

4,406 

6 8 

144 

0 6 

14 

Kanapoor, « . . . 

6,964 5 6 

425 3 

0 

7,389 8 6 

7,207 

0 6 

20 

2 3 

7,227 

2 0 

182 

8 0 

5 

Burreeah 

6,974 9 9 

795 9 

9 

7,771 3 6 

7,712 

0 9 

12 

9 0 

1,724 

9 0 

52 

2 9 


17 Villages in Asseer, 

1,868 12 9 

440 1 1 

0 

2,309 7 9 

2,?85 

8 6 

73 

10 3 

2,359 

2 9 

23 

15 3 


Total, . . 

44,143 12 0 

7,758- 5 

0 

51,902 1 0 

50,157 

4 9 

531 

6 3 

50,688 

11 0 

1,744 

12 3 

1,49, 

Khundwah, . . . . 

60,788 4 0 

7,707 4 

10 

68,495 810 

61,055 

1210 

3,134 

14 6 

67,190 

11 5 

4,4.19 

12 0 

1,70 

Burwai, 

9,210 12 0 

1,743 1 

8 

10,953 13 8 

10,902 

3 8 

65 

5 0 

10,967 

8 8 

51 

10 0 

li 

Dhurgaum, . . . . 

12,292 13 6 

979 15 

3 

13,272 12 9 

13,272 

12 2 

15 

15 3 

13,288 

9 3 

0 

0 0 

1 

Seylanee or Billora, 

2,731 10 0 

852 0 

7 

3,583 10 7 

3,562 

8 7 

19 

8 0 

3,562 

0 7 

21 

2 0 

1 

Poonassa, 

782 14 0 

479 5 

7 

1,262 3 7 

1,244 

14 7 

18 

4 0 

1,263 

2 7 

17 

5 0 

! 1 

Attode, 

800 10 0 

271 14 

3 

1.072 8 3 

1,072 

8 3 

0 

0 0 

1,072 

8 3 

0 

0 0 

( 

Moondee, 

2,798 14 0 

923 12 

9 

3,722 10 9 

3,722 

10 9 

0 

0 0 

3,722 

10 9 

0 

0 0 

( 

Asseer, 

24,462 12 0 

4,783 6 

0 

29,246 2 0 

28,442 

11 6 

331 

7 0 

28,774 

2 C 

803 

6 G 

24! 

Peeplode, 

6,384 0 0 

1,871 15 

3 

8,255 15 3 

7,657 

7 0 

292 

0 3 

7,950 

0 3 

598 

8 3 

20( 

Bbamghur, . . . . 

4,377 8 0 

1,257 7 

6 

5,634 15 6 

5,616 

7 0 

31 

4 0 

5,647 

11 6 

18 

8 0 

{ 

Total, . . 

1,24,630 1 6 

20 770 3 

8 

1,45,500 5 2 

1,39,550 

1 5 

.1,909 

■3 0 

1,45,459 

4 5 

5,950 

3 9 

2,17! 

Qrand Total, . . 

1,68,773 15 6 

28,629 8 

8 

1,97,402 6 2 

1,89,707 

6 2 

4,440 

9 3 

1,94,147 

15 5 

7,695 

0 0 

3,60! 
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( British and British Seindiah) in Nimar for the Sumbut years 1907 and 1908 
and 1851-52. 


Sumbut 1008. 


Irrecoverable. 

Land Revenue 
Government 
Demand. . 

. 

Sewaie Jumnoa. 

Total GoTernment 
Demand. 

>S 

e 

o 

•3 

"o 

U 

Realized of reco- | 
verahle balance of | 
S. 1906 and 1907. 1 

Total of Collections 
in S. 1908. 

Balance. 

37 

15 3 

20,206 

0 

0 

3,689 

5 

9 

23,955 

5 

9 

22,545 

4 2 

1,284 0 3 

23,829 8 2 

1,410 13 0 

0 

0 0 

1,502 

0 

0 

1,974 

1 

3 

3,476 

1 

3 

3,476 

I 3 

158 13 9 

3,684 15 0 

0 

0 0 

128 

1 0 

6,851 

0 

0 

379 

10 

3 

7,230 

10 

3 

6,932 

1 3 

53 15 9 

6,986 1 0 

298 

9 0 

59 

2 9 

6,994 

5 

0 

729 

5 

0 

7,723 

10 

0 

7,527 

10 0 

0 0 0 

7,527 10 0 

106 

0 0 

23 

15 3 

1, 881 

7 

3 

453 

13 

9 

2,335 

5 

0 

2,131 

9 9 

0 0 0 

2.131 9 9 

203 

11 3 

249 

2 3 

37,191 

12 

3 

7,226 

4 

0 

44,721 

0 

3 

42.012 

10 5 

1,490 13 9 

44,109 8 2 

2,108 

5 10 

2,337 

8 3 

60,332 

4 

0 

6,859 

7 

0 

67,191 

11 

0 

03.631 

3 0 

1,722 5 6 

65,353 8 0 

3,560 

8 0 

14 

0 3 

9,402 

8 

9 

1,700 

10 


11,103 

2 

9 

10,554 

4 3 

10 9 9 

10,564 14 0 

'548 

14 6 

0 

0 0 

12,240 

4 

6 

736 

6 

8 

12,975 

11 

2 

11,694 

3 2 

0 0 0 

11,694 3 2 

1,282 

8 1 

21 

2 0 

2,740 

9 

6 

654 

2 

9 

3,400 

12 

3 

3,256 

14 3 

0 0 0 

3,256 14 3 

143 

14 0 

10 

15 0 

905 

0 

6 

307 

2 

1 

1,212 

2 

7 

1,193 

7 4 

6 6 0 

1,199 13 4 

IS 

11 S ^ 

0 

0 0 

821 

5 

0 

277 

7 

8 

1,088 

12 

11 

1,088 

12 8 

0 0 0 

1,088 12 8 

0 

0 0 

0 0 0 

2,866 

j 

3 

0 

793 

0 

3 

3,659 

3 

3 

3,328 

10 0 

0 0 0 

3,328 10 0 

330 

9 3 

555 

5 9 

! 24,357 

4 

6 

4,525 

10 

6 

28,882 

15 

0 

27,051 

8 9 

245 10 9 

27,296 14 6 

1,831 

11 3 

397 

9 9 

6,405 

9 

0 

1,854 

1 

9 

8,259 

10 

9 

6,991 

5 6 

209 10 6 

7,201 0 0 

1,268 

5 3 

14 

5 0 

4,373 

4 

0 

1,114 

10 

6 

5,487 

14 

6 

5,408 

2 6 

4 3 0 

5,412 5 6 

79 12 0 

3,777 

14 0 

' 1,24.450 

4 

10 

18,812 

ll 

2 

1,43,262 

15 

11 

1,34,198 2 5 

2,198 13 6 

1 1,36,396 15 1 1 

0,064 

13 7 

4,027 

0 3 

1 1,61,945 

1 

1 

26,038 

15 

2 

1,87,984 

0 

2 

1,76,810 12 10 

3,695 11 3 

1 1,80,506 8 1 

11,173 

3 5 
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No. 295 of 1853. 


From 


To 


R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 


W. Muir, Esquire, 

Secretary to Govt. N. W. P. Agra. 


Indore Residency ^ \2ih March 1853 , 

Sir, 

I have the honor to forward, for submission to the Ilon’ble the . 
Lieutenant Governor, the iiccompanying copy of a letter No. 32 of 2d 
instant, from the Political Assistant in Nimar, soliciting sanction to the 
disbursement of a sum not e.xceeding Rs. 500, in constructing a Thannah 
with Seraie, and inclosing wall, at Sindwall on the Taptee river, in the 
heart of the Gond pergunnah of Peeplode. 


2. From what I have seen of these people, and my knowledge of 
their character, I am satisfied that such an expenditure for the purpose 
stated, would do more to collect and settle the Gonds than any other means 
•at present available ; it would reconcile them to meeting with other men ; 
the interchange of products, and the influence a market always exercises, 
would operate most beneficially and lead this naturally industrious and 
inoffensive people to aid in the general advance and prosperity of the 
country. Under these circumstances I beg to recommend the grant of 
a sum of 500 Rs. for the purposes specified. 


Indore Residency, 
Vith March, 1853. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 

R. N. C. HAMILTON, 

Resident. 
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From 


To 


No. 32 of 1853. 

Lieut. R. H. Keatinoe, 

Political Assistant in Nitnar. 


R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 


Ifundlaitir, the 2nd March 186S. 


Sir, 

After leaving your Camp at Boorhanpoor on the 21st of January 
1853, I proceeded on a tour of inspection throughout the district, and 
spent several days in the Gondwana Tuppa of pergunnah Peeplode. 

2. This district is the most distant of all from Mundlaisir, and part- 
ly from this reason, and partly from its unhealthiness which causes it to 
be looked upon as the Siberia of Nimar, it has neither received much 
attention from the European officers, nor beeu fortunate in being ruled 
by a reaHy good komasdar. 

3. But my predecessors. Captains French and Evans, who left no 
comer of their district unvisitcd, managed not entirely to overlook 
Tuppa Gondwana, and Mahomed Lall Khan, the Deputy Collector, 
has also taken considerable interest in the Gonds. 

4. The district is about 28 miles long, 12 miles broad, and contains 
at present 25 inhabited villages. Several villages that were resettled by 
Captain Evans in A. D. 1850, on a merely nominal rent, are now splen- 
didly cultivated ; Sundwal in particular presenting a mass of cultivation 
of the very best sort short of garden ground. 

The greatest drawback to the thorough settlement of this Tup- 
pa, is perhaps its unhealthiness ; and next the strange character of the 
people. The Gonds are most admirable cultivators and most trustworthy 
in keeping a promise once made, but they trust no other native, and are 
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generally disinclined to live in the same village with them, and the only 
object in their lives seems to be to get money enough for some Jowarree 
bread and spirituous drink. In the newly settled villages the proceeds of 
their wheat fields must be very large ; they pay no amount of revenue to 
Government, and yet they have neither clothes nor property of any kind, 
all their labor goes to the liquor shop. They have another most perplex- 
ing custom. Whenever they consider the village has become unlucky, they 
leave it and build another a short distance off. Consequently there are 
few villages that have stood seven years on the same site. Whenever 
they have reason to believe that at harvest time, or any other season 
their villages are in danger of being robbed, they take every thing of 
value from their houses, and at night all sleep in their fields. After the 
dacoity at Bheel Kheree, the inhabitants of Parattee and Purata did not 
sleep in their houses for a month, and though I talked to several village 
communities about the shame of 40 or 50 strong men leaving their vil- 
lages to the mercy of perhaps eight or ten thieves, they only reply — 
“ Fighting is soldier’s business, and we do not understand it.” 

6. We have no Gonds in Government employ. They will not serve, 
and consequently the amount of information to be derived regarding the 
people from our servants in the Thannah of Peeplode, or from the zemin- 
dars of the pergunnah, is ridiculously small; and though there is nomi- 
nally a Karkoon specially entertained for the duties of Tuppa Gondwana, 
he has up to the present time always resided in Peeplode, going into 
the Tuppa to collect revenue or settle cases and returning as soon as he 
possibly could. 

7. In the whole district there is not a house with walls, or in fact any- 
thing more than the usual Gond cabin of bamboo jaffrie work, with side 
tatties about 4,^- feet high and a slight chupper roof perhaps 8 feet high 
at the ridge. There is no Government building of any description, or 
any serae or place for traders to put up in, and it has up to the present 
time been customary for the Karkoon as soon as he had collected a few 
Rupees to bury it till an opportunity occurred for taking it into Peeplode. 

8. As I am most anxious to do what I can for this district, which is 
perhaps naturally more favoured than any* part of the agency, I have the 
honor to request your sanction of the sum of 600 Rs. on a Thannah at 
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Sundwah on the Taptee as timber is extremely cheap, and the Gonds will 
willingly labour for 1 1 annas a day. I hope with this sum to be able to 
build a Thannah with a mud wall and a small Serae, or, as it is called here, 
Dhurmsala outside. I should then keep a few men of the Nimar Police 
corps there on duty, in addition to one Duffadar and 6 Sowars already 
on the spot, and should insist on the Karkoon constantly residing at his 
post. Raogee Goiid, the head man of the village, and a few others, have 
promised that if Government will build the Thannah, they will co)istruct 
a row of tiled houses, and as they would be the first ever made by any 
of these people, it would be a great step in advance. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 

R. H. KEATINGE, 

Political Assistant in Nhnar, 

Nimar Agency Office^ 
the 2n(l March, 1853. 


No. 1057 of 1853. 


From 


W. Muir, Esquire, 

Secretary to Govt* of the N* W* P* 


To 


R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore* 


Agta ^ the 2 ith March , 1853. 


Sir, 

I am directed to inform you, in reply to your letter No. 9 , 
dated the 12th instant, that the Hon’ble the Lieutenant 
Judici.i Department. jjegn plcascd to sanctiou the disbursement 

of a sum not exceeding 600 Rs. in the construction of a Thannah with 
Serae and enclosing wall at Sindwal, on the Taptee river, in Uie heart of 
the Gond perguniiah of Peeplode. 
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2. The Lieutenant Governor is much gratified by finding that exer- 
tions are being made to reclaim the wild race of Gonds who inhabit 
this pergunnah, and begs that special advertence be made to the subject 
in future reports, and that the result of this experiment in particular be 
mentioned. 

3. It occurs to the Lieutenant Governor to suggest as a probable 
means in reclaiming the Gonds, that some of the more influential revenue 
or police appointments be conferred upon them, even although they may 
at first be utterly incompetent to the performance of the ordinary duties 
of such offices. The more intelligent may thus be invested with influence 
and responsibility, which would tend to win over the mass of the people 
from their unsettled and prodigal habits. 

4. In para. 6 of this letter Lieutenant Keatinge alludes to the indis- 
position of the Gonds to serve. They probably will not do so in subor- 
dinate positions under strangers ; but they should be tried in higher situa- 
tions where they may have those of their own tribe subordinate to them. 

5. The Lieutenant Governor is prepared to place a special grant of 
money, say 1,000 Rupees, at Lieutenant Keatinge’s disposal, to be employ- 
ed in an experiment of this nature. It is improbable that the Gonds would 
resist a mode of treatment, which has been found effectual with Bheels, 
Mairs, Coles, and numerous other wild tribes, throughout the country, 
whom it is our pride and our glory to have humanized and civilized. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

W. MUIR, 

Secretary to Govt. <jf the N. W. P> 


Agra, 

the 2ith March, 1853. 
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REPORT FOR 1852-63. 


No. 767 of 1853. 


From 


R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 


To 


W. Mum, Esquire, 

Secretary to the Govt, of the N. JV. P. 


Indore Residency, the 3rd Augtut^ 1853. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to transmit, for submission to the Ilon’ble the 
Lieutenant Governor, North Western Provinces, the accompanying 
Annual Report on Nimar by Lieutenant Kcatinge for 1852-53. 


2. The collections during the past year were Rs. 1,78,969, being in 
excess of those of the year preceding by Rs. 2,159, 

1,70,810 whilst the demand for the year under review was Rs. 4,838 

1 !I 0 »;. .. Jggg Ii,at of the one preceding. 


Differencr, 2,159 
Simbuf. 

1908.. .. 1,87,984 

1909.. .. 1,83,146 


Difference, 4,838 


3. The diminution of the demand is from reduction 
on revision of settlement. 


4. Of the balance outstanding at the close of the last year. Rupees 
2,505-5-6 have been realized, leaving the sum of Rs. 8,667-13-11, which 
the Political Assistant considers wholly irrecoverable, and, as such, re- 
quests authority to write off this amount, a detailed statement of which 
is appended to Lieutenant Keatinge s report. ^ 
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5. I am happy to be able to report favorably of the progress of our 
endeavours in the Gond districts. A beginning has been made which, by 
carefully and cautiously persevering in the course pursued, will, I trust, 
prove most beneficial to this wild and unsettled class of people. Four have 
entered into service in the local police, one as Duffadar. Patience is indis- 
pensable; this, with a proper consideration for their prejudices and igno- 
rance, will overcome the hesitation they show, and by gradually gaining 
their confidence they will, like the Bheels, who were as difficult to bring 
in, soon mix with the people in the villages in their neighbourhood, at- 
tend the markets, and be led to the adoption of civilized habits. 


6. Ilis Honor is aware of my anxiety to open up the communica- 
tions, and roads in Nimar ; and how very instrumental and forward Lieut- 
enant Keatinge has ever been in carrying out my views ; in proof of the 
value of cutting and making the road at the Kuttee Pass near Asseer, by 
which the produce, not only of upper Nimar, but also of the Hindia 
Ilurdia districts could find a vent into Candeish. 


Indore Jtesidency, 
3rrf August, 1853. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 

R. N. C. HAMILTON, 

Resident. 


No. 203 of 1853. 

From 

■ Lieut. R. H. Keatinge, 

Political Assistant in Nimar. 

To 

R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Resident at Indore. 


Nimar Agency^ the 2Sth qf Julyy 1853 . 

Sir, 

I have the honor to transmit the Annual J ummabundee Return* 
of the province of Nimar for A. D. 1852-53, Sumbut 1909. 


• OmitteJ. 
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2. 


oiiuna uuniaoucn 

the Government demand is less this year than last, 
m consequence of the reductions of revenue made 
m the new settlement of Kanapoor Burreea, yet 

,. 1 , .1 . ^ I . collections are better ; the latter having been 

much the most favorable year of the two. 


Sumbut. 

Govt. 

demand. 

Collec- 

tion. 

190R, .. 
J909, .. 

1,87,984 

1.83,146 

1,76,810 

1,78,069 


3. The revenue administration of the province presents no matter 
for detailed report. The collections as above stated were good, the reve- 
nue oHicers in the pergunnahs have given me entire satisfaction, and 
excessively few cases of appeal against their decisions have occurred. 


4. The police administration has generally been successful, and the 
district has been usually free from the bands of petty thieves who, under 
the disguise of religious mendicants, usually infest it during the cold sea- 
son. Four dacoities however have occurred in the places marginally 
noted ; in none however was the plunder obtained by 
any means large, and no persons were seriously wound- 
ed. In my letter No. 41, dated 15th March 1853, 1 ful- 
ly detailed the capture of the dacoits of the last, the 
Jelcooa dacoitee, and since then no similar outrage has 
occurred. No doubt exists of the fact that in all four cases the dacoits 
were from the neighbouring states, and not inhabitants of the province. 


Mouzdl). 


Sooktn. 

Jamunia, 

Arrood. 

Jelcooa. 


Perguurifili. 


A sscer. 
Mooder, 
Kliundwah. 
Bhamgurh. 


5. In my report for the Sumbut year 1908, 1 stated that Rupees 
11,173-3-5 were collected short of the Government demand; all that 
could possibly be got in without injury to the people, or the revenue of 
succeeding years, has been secured, but a balance of Rs. 8,667-13-11 is 
irrecoverable. 1 transmit a detailed account of it, and solicit permission 
to write it off. 


6. Of the present .year only Rs. 3,011-10-8 is uncollected up to the 
end of June. 

8. It is not to be expected that in a thinly populated and half 
jungle district, the people should set any just value on education, but 
throughout the district the attendance at the Hindee Schools continues 
as good as usual. 
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In November last Baboo Soob Rao, the Deputy Collector, in- 
formed me, that if an English class were established in the Mundlaisir 
school he would answer for a good attendance, and could procure sub- 
scriptions for the purpose. The proposal was immediately taken up, 
and as Baboo Soob Rao took a great interest in the matter, the result 
has been most satisfactory. Rs. 655 have been subscribed, of which Rao 
Dowlut Sing of Mundatta has given Rs. 500. 

And there is a regular attendance of 18 boys who arc getting on 
extremely well. 

The school master is a native, a young man from the Poonah 
College, very well educated ; he receives Rs. 20 a month from the School 
Fund, and 4 annas a month from each of his scholars. I have set my face 
against absolutely free instruction in English, as I believe that persons 
so very poor as to be unable to pay 4 aftnas, cannot want an English 
education, and the Ilindee School is free. 

The Ilindee books sent from Agra from time to time by the 
Inspector General of Schools are of the greatest use. 

The school house you are aware is a good bungalow admirably 
situated on the banks of the river. 

9. In letter No. 1057, dated 24th March 1853, the Hon’blethe Lieu- 
tenant Governor was pleased to sanction the construction of a thannah 
in the Gond district of pergunnah Peeplode, and the expenditure of Ru- 
pees 1,000 for the purpose of getting some Gonds into Government em- 
ploy, with a view to their civilization. The thannah is just completed 
at Sendwal within the estimated cost, though not without difficulty, for 
the Gonds unexpectedly refused to carry earth, as being an occupation 
beneath them, but from judicious treatment by the Kamavisdar, Najoob 
Khan, the difficulty was got over. I have employed for duty at the new 
thannah, 

1 Duffadar on ^ Rupees 8 per mensem. 

Sepoys at 4 Rs. each. . .*. „ 20 „ 


5 
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Of these the names of two Sepoys have been brought on the strength of 
the public corps, two on that of the pergunnah Burkundauze ; and the 
Duffadar and the remaining Sepoys are paid from the 1,000 Rs. sanction- 
ed for the purpose; they are all Gonds, the Duffadar was first engaged, 
and he procured the men. There now reside permanently amongst the 
Gonds — 


1 Duffadar,'! 
10 Sowars, J 
1 Duffadar, ■! 
10 Sepoys, ) 


Contingent Cavalry. 
Police. 


And one head karkoon, two zemindaree gomashtas, and a school master, 
the four latter persons being of the educated class of natives. 

11 I have received throughout the year the greatest assistance from 
the two Deputy Collectors, Mahomed Lall Khan in charge of the Khund- 
wah district, and Baboo Soob Rao in charge of the Sudder Kutcherry 
and Treasury. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

R. 11. KEATINGE, 

Political Assistant in Nitnar. 


Mundlaisir, 

Nitnar Agency, 2%th July, 1853. 
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Register of Rain in the Pergunnahs of the Districts of Nimar in the year 
Sumbut 1909, from June to November i852. 


Number. I 

Names of Pergunnahs. 

4J 

a 

3 

•-* 

'5 

August 

1 

September. | 

i 

; 

October. | 

li 

1’ 

§ 

> 

o 

2 

Total. i! 

li 

I. 

c. 

1. 

c. 

I. 

c. 

1. 

c. 

I. 

cl 

I. 

c. 

I. 

c. 

1 

Mundlaisir, 



15 

69 

8 

16 

7 

83 

6 

32 

2 

33 

1 

87 

42 

20 

2 

Kusrawud, 


# • 

12 

9 

4 

G 

9 

4 

6 

9 

1 

3 

1 

0 

37 

7 

3 

Kanapoor, 


• 

9 

5 

5 

5 

4 

8 

7 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

29 

0 

4 

Ourrceah, 

• • 


G 

n 

4 

5 

G 

5 

7 


3 

0 

3 

3 

32 

0 

5 

Khundwah, 

• • 

• • 

9 

n 

7 

4 

G 

6 

2 

9 

5 

8 

4 

0 

35 

7 

6 

Burwai, 

• • 

• 

11 

6 

0 

0 

10 

4 

6 

8 

1 

6 

1 

4 

31 

8 

7 

Dhurgauni, 

• • 


41 

9J 

71 

G 

7J 

6 

2 

6 

Oi 

2 

0 

0 

24 

Oi 

8 

Seylanee, 

f • 


6 

7 

2 

7 

11 

4 

7 

0 

1 

7 

0 

0 

29 

5 

9 

Poonassa, 



7 

9 

4 

9 

u 

4 

7 

8 

1 

7 

0 

0 

33 

7 

10 

Moondee, 



14 

7 

G 

1 

6 

5 

4 

9 

0 

0 

0 

0 

32 

2 

11 

Asseer, 



11 

5 

7 

0 

11 

5 

18 

7 

2 

1 

0 

0 

50 

8 

12 

Pccplodc, 


•• 

C 

4 

5 

G 

5 

8 

6 

1 

1 

0 

0 

G 

25 

5 

13 

Bhamghur, 

i 

•• 

•• 

7 

n 

4 

9 

7 

5 

1 

5 

1 

1 

0 

0 

26 

( 

H 


R. II. KEATINGE, 

Political Assistant in Nimar. 
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From 


To 


No. 4915 of 1853. 

W. Muir, Esquire, 

Secretary to tlie Govt, of the N. W. P- 

R. N. C. Hamilton, Esquire, 

Jle.ndent at Indore. 


Sir, 


Revenue Department. 


2 . 


Para. 4. 


• /.!>«/. Ooitr's Camp, the iUi December, 1853. 

I have now the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
dated 3rd August last. No. 767, submitting Lieutenant 
Keatinge’s Annual Report on Nimar for 1852-53. 

In reply I am desired to inform you that the Honble the Lieu- 
tenant Governor has been pleased to sanction the remi^ 
sion of Rupees 8,667-13-11 irrecoverable balances. His 
Hoiior obscrves that the proposed remissions in the 
poor, Burrectth. settled districts are for 1908 Sumbut, before the settle- 
ment took effect, and that there are no arrears in 1909, (A. D. 1852-53) 
the first year of the settlement. 

3. The progress made in the civilization of the 
Gonds is satisfactory. 

The Lieutenant Governor appreciates highly the exertions which 
are made to open the route by the Seemrah Ghat, Bur- 
war and Asseer, to Boorhanpoor, and is glad to find that 

it is so much frequented. 

7 It is in the view of the Government, in pursuance of an intention 
recorcUd by the late Lieutenant Governor, to compile and publish a set 
of papers sLcted from the correspondence regarding the settlement o 

Nimar. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

W. MUIR, 

Secretary to the Govt, of the N. W. I. 

ccc 


Para. 5. 


Para. 6. 
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No. 8. 


UKPORT FOR 1853-54. 


No. 1334 of 1854. 


From 


Sir Robert Hamilton, Bart., 

Agent Govr. GenLfor Central India. 


To 


William Mcir, Esquire, 

Secretary to the Govt, of the N. W. P. Agra. 


Indore Residency^ the 2^rd /iugusi, 185 L 


Sir, 

I have the honor to submit the Annual Jummabundee Statement 
of the Revenue of Nimar for the year 1853-54 Sumbut 1910. 

2. The following comparative statement shews an increase both in 
Sumbut. ooTt. demuno. coucciions. the demand and in the collections since the immedi- 

l 909 r.!!‘.i’ 83 ’i 46 .’.!’.'i’, 78’,969 Rtely preceding year 1909, and a still larger amount 
1910 ,. ...1,85,034.. ..1,80,916 collcctions as compared with the year 1908. 

3. With the exception of eight small villages aggregating a jumnia 
of Rs. 393 in pergunnah Kanapoor Burreea, there has been a satimetory 
improvement under the new settlement. The cause of the exception is 
fairly traceable to the fact that the cultivators in these eight hamlets were 
persons who had crossed over from |lolkar’s adjoining districts in cons,e- 
quence of disputes or^balances which had been amicably adjusted between 
the parties on the settlement of our district. 
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4. In Nimar it must be borne in mind, as in Malwa generally, it is 
the competition for cultivators that regulates rent, and not the competi- 
tion for land. A long lease without a low rent will not attract, whilst a low 
rent and a short lease will draw off a large proportion of that class of 
moving cultivators who are constantly roaming about, coming from the 
provinces, Marwar and distant parts, during periods of drought, tempo- 
rarily occupying patches of land on easy terms, and quitting them when- 
ever the accounts from their homes are favorable. 


6. The amount of Irrecoverable lialances is 2,746-12-9 ; this sum I 


In 9 villages of British Pergunnahs. . . 239-4-3 
In Scindia‘s 8 Pergunnahs, .. .. 2,507-8-6 



..75 villages, 

. 613 

0 

6 


.. 7 

do 

. 30 

11 

0 


.. 1 

do 

, 4 

10 

0 


.. 1 

do 

. 3 

0 

0 


.. 1 

do 

. 6 

6 

0 


.. 35 

do 

. 727 

12 

3 


.. 33 

do 

. 795 

2 

6 


.. 9 

do 

. 239 

4 

3 




2,507 

8 

6 


• Tank. 

1 

Wells. 

1 

iser- 

aees. 

15 

Bailding. 

Boats and 
miscel- 
laneous. 

207 5 3 

12 13 9 

1115 9 


180 0 0 

79 7 0 
384 10 3 

59 1 3 

12 0 0 

19 11 0 

>0 0 ( 
15 0 0 


538 15 9 
110 7 0 
245 0 0 



recommend may be remitted : a detail 
of the balances is furnished, and to which 
I beg to refer. Authority is also solicited 
to write off Rs. 122-2-9, as irrecover- 
able tuccavee in ten villages. Sanction is 
further requested to charge the sum of 
1,916-14-3, on account of public works 
detailed in the margin * the particulars in 
each case being by given the Political As- 
sistant in Nimar in a separate statement. 

6. The management of the jail 
continues to be very creditable and to 
produce satisfactory results; the net profit 


on the year being Rs. l,38o-3-8*. After the close of the 

•OrRs. l,022.«-7,in- . „ . , . , . . 

riudin* article Huppli- raios all prisoncrs under sentence to imprisonment for 
ed for prisoners use. forwardcd to Agra, thcrc not being sufficient 


security against escape by such reckless and daring convicts. 


7. I would suggest that the future salary of the Darogah be aug- 
mented by a personal allowance of 10 Rs. per mensem in addition to his 
pay of 20. On two occasions gratuities of 250 and 150 have been granted 
to this officer for his good service, and his exertions and assiduity merit 
consideration. 


8. The Lieutenant Governor will, I am sure, be gratified at the suc- 
cess which has hitherto attended the experiment of ginning cotton ; it is 
to prepare the indigenous cotton of the country for the English market 

ccc2 
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that OUT endeavours should be directed : plenty of the raw material can 
be produced : two difficulties however have to be overcome ’ere it can 
compete in the English market, — one, proper cleaning ; the other, facility 
of and cheap transport to a port: as soon as a railway supplies the latter 
the former will be provided for. The value of well cleaned cotton will cause 
greater care in its preparation, and the introduction of machinery and 
gins will be found profitable. 

9. I may mention that last year I saw a splendid cleaning machine 
worked by steam at Baroach under a spirited speculator (Mr. Landon’s) 
direction, the outturn of which in one day was equal to the total quantity 
cleaned in Nimar in two months. 

10. Iron is becoming a very attractive article in Nimar, and Poon- 
nassa promises to become the seat of its manufacture on an extensive 
scale, should the Baroda and Malwa railway be finally determined upon. 
The arrangements to secure a supply of water at this rising location are, 
I think, satisfactory. 

11. Although Lieutenant Keatinge was not able to do more than 
make a flying visit to the Gonds of Peeplode, it is however a gratifying 
fact that the settlement is on the increase, slowly but steadily ; in this 
manner the good is far more likely to prove permanent, for, to time and 
a fostering care must we look for stability and success in such interest- 
ing experiments. The school has only eight Gond children in it, no 
doubt a very small number, yet there is hope in this, small as it is, for 
there are at all events eight families interested in, or not indisposed to- 
wards, an Institution which is itself a great inroad and change. 

12. In para. 22 of his report Lieutenant Keatinge alludes to the levy 
of transit duties in Holkar’s detached districts. 1 trust that he will be 
able during the present year to effect an arrangement which will be 
mutually beneficial, on the plan I have adopted elsewhere and explained 
to him, under which the charge of the Simrole ghaut will pass under our 
management, and be placed on a footing similar to that which obtains 
on the Agra and Bombay road. 

13. The absence of crime and the non-occurrence of Dacoitee^ are 
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satisfactory evidence in favor of the police, and of the 
of the Province. 


general tranquillity 


I have the honor to be, &c. 

». N. C. HAMILTON, 

Agent Governor General. 


Agency office, Indore Residency, 
the 23r</ August 185i. 


No. 119 of 1854. 


From 


To. 


Lieut. R. II. Keatinoe, 

Political Assistant in Nintar, 


Sir R. Hamilton, Bart. 

Agent Govr. Genl. Central India, Indore. 


Sir, 


12/A August, 1854. 


I have the honor to transmit the Jumniabundee returns ♦ of the 


Surabut. Govt, demand. Collections. 

1908 .. 1,87,P84 .. 1,76,810 

1909 .. I,8;i,H6 .. 1,78,909 

1910 .. 1,85,034 .. 1,80,616 


province of Niinar for Siimbut 1910, A. D. 
1853-54 showing a slight increase on last year 
both in the Government demand and the amount 


of collections. 


2. The year under review presents little to report upon, but has 
been to the best of my belief a period of steady progress amongst all 
classes. 


3. In the Khalsa pergunnahs the progress in breadth of cultivation 
has been slight, but considering the scantiness of population not discou- 
raging. 


• Omitted. 
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4. In the settled villages the general result of the new settlement 
seems most satisfactory. The cases with reference to shares of payment, 
possession of fields and bucks, are particularly few ; and the prosperity of 
these villages seems undisturbed, except in the case of eight small ones 
of pergunnahs Kanapoor Burreah, as per margin. These villages were 

occupied a very few years ago by cultivators 


Pergunnoh. 

Village. 

Jumnia. 
Us. A. 

P. 

Burreea, 

Amba, 

79 

0 

0 

do 

Alursumba, 

46 

0 

0 

do 

Rulkur, . 

57 

0 

0 

do 

Gararia, . 

20 

0 

0 

do 

Ranyda, . 

63 

0 

0 

Kanapoor, 

Balabad, « 

34 

0 

0 

do 

A race, 

, 44 

0 

0 

do 

Daber, 

. 50 

0 

0 


from the Kurgone districts belonging to His 
Highness Holkar, and the people were not 
thoroughly filled before their lands were includ- 
ed in the revenue settlement of these pergun- 
nahs in 1852. The consequence has been that 
a good many Assamees have made up their 


quarrels with the Kurgone people and returned to their former homes. 
Up to the present time the Sudder Malgoozars have not attempted to 
throw up their villages, and seem to hope that other cultivators will soon 
supply the places of those that are gone. But the state of these villages 
is not satisfactory ; this is not to be attributed to the revenue settlement, 
but to the vagrant state of the population caused by the competition of 
zemindars of different states to procure men to cultivate their land. 


5, There have been very few criminal cases of any magnitude, 
and the province has been free from dacoity which crime is the greatest 
misfortune to which it has lately been subjected. 


6. Annexed arc two reports by Baboo Soob Rao, Deputy Collector, on 
the state of the jail. The result of the improvements and enlargements ex- 
ecuted last year have been most satisfactory, but we have orders for more 
work than we can possibly execute. From amongst convicts of several 
castes, we have (besides the usual trades) trained parties of potters, carpen- 
ters and masons, who now execute their work in a very satisfactory manner. 

* 

7, The Choolie mulla, fed by the leakage of three tanks, flows under 
the jail into the Nurbudda, and a small over-shot wheel has been erected 
to drive a pair of stampers for the paper works in the jail. This is an 
object of great curiosity to the people, as no sort of water mill is known 
in this part of India. After the rainy season I propose making use of 
the some water in another fall, a few feet lower down by constructing 
a second mill. The present wheel does the work of 18 men. 
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8. The American cotton gin presented to us by you is, during the 
cotton cleaning season in constant work, as well as an English one pro- 
cured from the Collector of Kaiideish. The latter is a most admirable 
instrument made on purpose for the cotton of this country. 


9. The jail darogah has on two occasioiis, at the recommendation 
of my predecessors, received gratuities from Government of Rs 250 
and 150. Ilis salary of Rs. 20 a month is very small for the responsible 
duties he performs, and the large sums of money that pass through his 
hands. 


10. In the Poonassa Fort I have located a party of 40 prisoners who 
are employed in making iron: about six tons have up to the present time 
been produced. The furnace used i.s of course the common native one. 
But the iron is beaten up under a heavy tilt-hammer, and I am doing all 
I can to make such alterations as shal; save fuel, and generally improve 
the native manner of working. The distance of Poonassa from Mund- 
laisir, in a country where no dak travelling is practicable, is a great 
drawback, but still I manage to see the work pretty constantly, and trust 
that some good may result from the undertaking. The Fort of Poonas- 
sa is admirably adapted to the purpose. 

11. The general progress at Poonassa is good, a number ot Mahrat- 
ta cultivators from places in the Deccan, have this year come to settle 
there, and on my last visit, a week ago, I was greatly pleased with the 
extent of jungle they have ploughed up since the rains began. 

12. Sanction of Rs. 2,000 for the construction of a tank at Poonassa 
was granted in the cold season. The work was executed during the 
months of April and May last, but as the season was one of considerable 
scarcity, the competition amongst the workmen was so ^rcat, that be- 
sides the main work, two other smaller tanks were made with the money 
sanctioned, and a small sum for repairs retained. All three are now full of 
water. 


13. I have paid what attention I could to the Gonds of the Peeplode 
Pergunnah, but the extreme distance of Siiidwal, situated 120 miles 
from Mundlaisir, is a great drawback to its other advantages ; besides the 
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Thannah at this place, a line of tiled houses has been built in the village, 
and the place generally seems prosperous. 

14. In the whole length of that part of the river Tapty which runs 
between the ceded districts of Bcrar and the Nimar Agency, there was 
not one boat, and the people during the rains passed on rafts or inflated 
skins; such astateof commiinicatiori being most undesirable, I construc- 
ed a ferry boat at Siudwal, which has cost Rs. 386, for which I trust 
to receive sanction. 

15. The people are most unwilling, as must be expected amongst 
such a class, to send their children to school ; and though 1 have as an 
extra inducement ordered a meal to be given to the children in the 
middle of the day, yet only eight attend. 

16. In 1853, Rs. 500 was sanctioned fora new thannah and chowkee 
to be built by prisoners in the Mundlaiwsir Bazar. The sum was but just 
sufficient for the purpose and I put off the work till last hot season, when 
I hoped to have had convict labour sufficient to complete it. In the midst 
of the work the cholera broke out amongst the convicts, and the civil 
surgeon requested that out-door work might be discontinued, so that I 
had to finish the building with free-labour, which, added to an accident 
that occurred to some brick pillars, has caused me to exceed my esti- 
mate by Rs. 245, for which I trust to receive sanction. 

17. The schools at Mundlaisir, particularly the English school, con- 
tinue to be well attended, and from amongst the lads attending the lat- 
ter, I have selected six for a surveying class, and with the assistance 
of my native surveyor, hope to teach them common surveying and 
levelling. 

18. Besides the few works for which I have requested sanction, 
there are some small items of renovation and repair, which have been 
undertaken on emergency” during the year. A tabular statement of all 
the sums for which sanction is requested, is appended, amounting to 
Rupees 1,915-14-3. 

19. The unrecoverable outstanding balance of land revenue of the 
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Khalsa villages for Sumbut 190&, A. D. 1852-53, amounted in the 


British pergunnahs to, 239 4 3 

Scindia’s pergunnahs, 2,507 8 6 


Total, Rs 2,746 12 9 

I transmit a separate statement * in detail, and request permission to 
write off the amount. 

20. The tuccavee advances show a. steady decrease in amount, the 
sum remaining due being Rs. 6,277-14, of which Rs. 2,297 is for the 
Poonassa pergunnah. This is less than the balance of last year by 
Rs. 4,337-10-11. Ten small sums amounting to Rs. 122-2-9 are how- 
ever irrecoverable and remission is requested. A detailed statement • 
accompanies. 

21. The improvements of roads are usually made the subject of a 
separate report, so I will but mention that during the past year about ten 
miles of fair-weather road have been constructed at a slight expence. 
Eleven miles of main road between Borehanpoor and Indore, have been 
moorumed and drained, and seven bridges over rather large nullas 
have been constructed, of which one is a bridge of three arches of forty 
feet each. The roadway being 36 feet above the bed of the stream. 

22. But the transit dues of native states bar almost all benefit to be 
derived by the people from our exertions, and you will, I know, think 
with me, that it is useless to expect progress when people cannot go 
from Mundlaisir to Burwae, to Kanapoor,or to Burrcea,or from Kusra- 
wud to any of these places, or from any of these places to another, without 
passing through the detached villages of Holkar’s territory and paying 
transit duty ; and I reported to you in my letter No. 20, dated 26th January 
1854 that the enormous tolls levied on the several ghats, were causing a 
decree in traffic up it, in spite of the road being kept in thorough repair 

all the year round. 

23. His Highness Holkar, with the greatest liberality, is showing the 
people of Meheswar aqd Mundlaisir the use of the steam engine in its 


• Omitted. 


DDD 
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most useful form. His small screw-steamer has been gliding about bet- 
ween these towns for nearly two years, and four natives are instructed in 
managing the engine. Another much larger paddlewhecl boat, 100 feet 
long, and 10 broad, to draw only 1| foot water, is nearly ready, so that 
next rainy-season we shall be able to see how far such a craft is able to 
contend with the rapids of this hitherto unprofitable stream. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

R. H. KEATINGE, 

Political Assistant in Nimar. 


Nimar Political Agency, 

Camp Mhow, the 12th August 1854. 

Memorandum of sums for which sanction is requested. 


Public works, Rs. 1,915 14 3 

Unrecoverable land revenue, 2,746 12 9 

Do. Tuccavee, 122 2 9 


Total, Rupees . . 4,784 13 9 


R. H. KEATINGE, 

Political Assistant Nimar. 
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Names ofj 
pergunnahs. 


Dhurgaum, 
Sylanee, . . 


Names of 
villages, 


Kurondigo, 

Nutuingain, 


3( Do. Oowel, 

4jpeeplode, . . Sandwal, .. 
5j Do. Do. 

Do. Do. 


Burwal, .. Serlaya, .. Tank, .. . 


9 

10 

n 

12 

13 

14 

13 

16 


Do. 


Poonassn,. . 

Burwai, .. 

Poonassa, . . 
Do. 

Khundwah, 
Do. 

Do. 
Kuarawud, 


Nature of work 
for which sane 
lion is request 
ed. 


Dhurmsala, . 
Drinking well, 


Do Do, 

A Tiled Shop, 

Moats, . . 

A wall in 1 
Kouna, ..j 


Burwai, 


jPoonassa,., 
Mookhtaria, 
I Serai i a, 

Ajunyu, , , 
Kharwah,. . 

Koondeya, 

I 

jKhundwa, 

Mundlaisir, 


Repairing 1 
fort wall, J 


[Treasury chest, 

Drinking well, 

Do Do, 

Do Do. 

Ilcpairiug weir 
Do Do, 


[Uepairing I 
Ku teller ry ^ 
Bungalow, J 
New Chow. ^ 
kec and V 
Thunnah, J 

I rotal, Rupees, 


jAmount lorj 
which sanc- 
tion is re- 
quested. 


11 

79 

384 ^ 

180 

207 


Ainounr 

lib- Total ex- 


sub8ci 
led by vil 
|lages. 


0 501 
9 20 


538 15 


50j 


59 

12 

110 

245 


1,915 14 


Ipenditure. 


81 

79 | 

384 


Remarks. 


180 0 


207 


538 


110 


245 0 


3 I2C 


J. 


0 0^2,041 1 14 


I For a vSeraee in the village. 

No proper wells existed, the people 
I promised the money if Government 
>gaye a person to superintend and 
j flniKh the work for the amount sub- 
J scribed. 

r VVbeh the people were asked to 
i build tiled bouses, they replied, build 
j one first to show us the way, vide Ict- 
Lter No. 32, dated 2nd March 1S53. 
See accompanying report para. 14. 
r No earth can be found at Sludwal 
) fit for building walls, so a front acreen 
1 wall w.as erected of brick, costing Ms. 
L 180 in excess of estimate for mud. 
r This tank had no proper escape- 
I ment and was burst by an unusually 
ht-avy fall of rain in July 1853, it lias 
been repaired Hud masonry cscupe- 
iiieiit made. 

I n my i cpoi t of the vear before last, 

I bad the honor to state that 1 had 
commenced repaiiing the wall of the 
Fort at Murwal, in which the Thon- 
nah and Local Treasury aic situated, 

I ihewoik has been continued from 
time to lime, as tlieie chanced to bs 
convicts available for the work. The 
road near the Town has now been 
completed. The charge is fur mate- 
rialH. Unless ordered to the contiary, 

_I shall continue tJic work. 

None before existing. 
r I his deserted village was this year 
I settled on uii agrceiiient being made 
I that Goveniineiit was to clear out the 
1. old well. 

Do. Do. Do. 

Do. Do. Do. 

{ One wing of this wcir was w.ished 

HW’ay in a sudden flood in the rains 

of 1853. It is»now icpaircd, 
f Injured in the same flood as above 
work. 

f The Bungalow has been thatched 
I and othciwise repaired. 

See Report para. 10. 


Nimar Agency, 
the 12rA August 1854. 


R. H. KEATJNGE, 

Political Assistant, in Nimar. 
ODD 2 
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Prom 


To 


No. 20 of 1854. 

Baboo Soob Rao, 

Deputy Magistrate in Nimar. 

Lieut. R. H. Keating e. 

Political Assistant in Nimar. 


Mundlaiair^ the 2nd March 1854. 


Sir, 

Herewith I beg to submit the usual annual statement of in>door 
labor performed by convicts of the Mundlaisir jail during the year 1853, 
exhibiting a net profit (see column 6) on the year’s outlay on articles sold, 
of Rs. 662-9-3, which, together with Rs. 722-10-5, saving from Burkun- 
daze establishment, gives an aggregate of Rs. 1,385-3-8, as the result 
of the year. 

2. The following articles manufactured in the jail, and which have 
been given out for the use of the prisoners and for other public purposes, 
at the prime cost. Rupees 599-3-1, would have cost, if purchased in the 
bazar, Rs. 836-6-0. 



Cost of 
articles in 

Prime 

cost. 

Saving. 


the Bazar. 




498 Dhomrah or coarse cloth given out for clothing to the prisoners, . . . . 

466 

14 

0 

380 

2 

0 

86 

12 

0 

278 Blankets served out to convicts during the winter, 

243 

4 

0 

139 

0 

0 

104 

4i 

0 

3600 Baskets to the prisoners, made by themselves, 

72 

0 

0 

45 

ol 

0 

27 

0 

0 

10 Maunds 34 seers ropes for roads, &c 

54 

4 

0 

35 

1 

1 

19 

2 

11 


836 

6 

0 

599 

3 

1 

237 

2 

ll 


3. The above item^ added to the last column, will show a gross pro- 
fit of Rs. 1,622-6-7, or about 135-3-3 per mensem. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 

BABOO SOOB RAO, 

. Deputy Magistrate in Nimar. 

Nimar Agency, Mundlaisir, 
the 2nd March 1854. 


Account of Jail-working from 1st January to 31s/ December \%bZ inclusive. 
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BEPORT FOR 1853>34 ON THE 


No. 1667 A of 1854. 


From 


W. Muir, Esquire, 

Secretary to Govt, of the N. W. P. 


To 


Sir Robert Hamilton, Bart, 

Agent to the Govr. Genl. Central India, 


Head Quarten^ the 6th September 1854 . 

Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 
23rd ultimo, No. 1334, with enclosures, containing the 
Revenue Department, ^dnoijjistration Report of the Province of Nimar for the 

year 1853-54. 

2. In reply I am desired to express the gratification of the Lieu- 
tenant Governor at the results exhibited, and the interest with which he 
has read the reports now rendered, in regard to all the particulars refer- 
red to in paras. 8 to 12. 

3. The returns in regard to the produce of jail-labor, will be com- 
municated for the information and remarks of the Inspector General of 
Prisons. 

4. The Lieutenant Governor thinks that the Jail Darogah may most 
appropriately be rewarded, in addition to his fixed salary, by a per-cent- 
age on the jail profits, or by donations from time to time, as heretofore. 
There are objections to a fixed grant of extraordinary or personal al- 
lowance. 

5. The remission and expenditure for public works referred to in 
.para. 5, are sanctioned. 
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6. A copy of these papers and of the present reply will be printed 
with the paper on Nimar now about to issue from the press. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

W. MUIR, 

Secretary to Govt, (jf the N, W. JP. 

Head Quarters, 
the 6/A of September 1854. 
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Return of Traffic on the Boorhanpore and Indore Road taken out m the 
Trestle Bridge over the Nerbudda at Kherry Ghat, from April 1853 to 

May 1854. 



Is 

C. 

Bullocks & -j 
horses. | 

(S 

o 

Camels. j 

TJ 

a 

£ 1 
"a rt 

S 

Palanquins, t 

n 

II 

Elephants. 

t 

OQ 

April, 1853, 

•• 

2,070 

3,707 

497 

22 

22 

4 

8 




May, do. 

•• 

1,622 

2,597 

343 

19 

44 

- 

6 



• 

June, do. 


1,924 

3,150 

309 

25 

11 

1 

• • 


• • 

• t 

July, do. 

•• 

1,030 

551 

39 

6 

13 

•• 

•• 


• • 

a • 

August, do. 

•• 

1,501 

1,386 

34 

2 

16 

2 

4 



• 

September, do. 

•• 

1,538 

1,944 

38 

6 

13 

3 

2 



• 

October, do. 

•• 

1,724 

25567 

240 

36 

11 

2 

4 



• • 

November, do. 

•• 

1,742 

2,312 

481 

42 

68 

1 

18 




December, do. 

•• 

1,889 

4,540 

553 

19 

14 

1 

16 


.. 


January, 1854, 


2,238 

6,627 

512 

33 

22 


4 




February, do. 

•• 

2,464 

6,937 

644 

44 

27 

1 

6 




March, do. 

• • 

1,995 

6,856 

502 

27 

40 

• • 

.. 




April, do. 

•• 

2,445 

4,496 

468 

46 

47 

• • 

8 




May, do. 

•• 

1,959 

4,445 

408 

44 

50 

2 

26 


•• 

•• 

Total, .. 

26,141 

52,115 

5,008 

371 

389 

17 

102 

, .. 

•• 

•• 


R. H. KEATINGE, 

Political Assistant in Nimar. 


Nimar Agency, 
Mundlaisir, 1th July 1854. 
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Return qf Traffic on the Agra and Bombay Road taken out on the Trestle 
Bridge over the Nerbudda at Ackberpore, Jrom April 1853 
to May 1854. 



Foot 

passengers. 

t 

Bullocks & 
horses. | 

Jl 

a 

*3 

s 

<« 

Elephants. | 

1 

< 

Buffaloes. || 

ii 

Palanquins, j 

i 

•o 

n 

xt 

(A 

Gigs and j 
carriages. || 

April, 1858, .. 

0,346 

1,274 

1,454 

126 

3 

26 

31 

3 

18 

2 

May, do. • ♦ 

7,984 

1,543 

1,811 

147 

9 

18 

19 

16 

62 

6 

June, do. .. 

2,336 

2,230 

803 

172 

1 

1 

73 

8 

1 

1 

July, do. . . 

1,514 

2,877 

205 

265 

3 

1 

38 

2 

*• 


August, do. . . 

3,537 

1,365 

•594 

288 

1 

15 

127 

1 

95 


September, do. . . 

2,904 

544 

494 

62 

• • 

9 

24 

•• 

4 

•• 

October, do. . . 

4,917 

596 

1,159 

254 

•• 

I 10 

i 35 

1 

1 66 

1 1 

November, do. . . 

3,537 

1,365 

594 

288 

1 

1 

15 

127 

1 

95 

•• 

December, do. . . 

9,633 

1,306 

1,369 

125 

4 

33 

67 

15 

160 

•• 

January, 1854, •• 

9,871 j 

1,611 

1,438 

39 

- 

39 

52 

9 

2 

•• 

February, do. . . 

9,357 

1,698 

1,689 

339 

6 

77 

198 

19 

272 

6 

March, do. •• 

7,694 

1,277 

1,482 

44 

•• 

20 

66 

5 

145 

1 

April, do. • . 

9,804 

1,795 

2,097 

210 

11 

17 

74 

14 

30 

5 

May, do. . . 

14,310 

1,742 

1,898 

86 

7 

12 

17 

27 

14 

4 

Total, 

95,750 

21,229 

18,087 

2,445 

46 

293 

938 

121 

964 

26 


R. H. KEATINGE, 

Political Assistant in Nimar. 


Nimar Political Agency, 
Mundlaisir, 1th July 1854. 


BEE 
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REPORT FOR 1854-35 ON THE 


No. 9. 

REPORT FOR 1854-55. 

No. 1520 OF 1855. 

From 

Sir R. HAMILTON, Bart. 

Agent Governor General Jor Central India. 

To 

W. MUIR, Esq., 

Secretary to Govt. N. IF. P., 

hidun, the Sth SeptemOer ISjO 

Sir, 

I have the lionor to transmit, for the consideration and orders of 
the Hon’blethe Lieutenant Governor, N. W. Provinces, the accompanying 
Report, No. 133, dated 29th ultimo, with the Nimar Jummabundee, lor 
the year 1911 Sumbut, 1854-55, received from the Political Assistant. 

2. The Government demand for the year was Rs. 1,71,638, of which 
Rs. 1,68,666 were realised, leaving as balances Rs. 2,972. 


Mundlaisir, 

Rs. 

198 

0 

0 


17 Villages, 


207 

15 

0 


Chegauni, 

• ff 

103 

2 

0 

509 1 0 

ScincUaKs. 






Burwai, 

• 99 

98 

6 

3 


Seylanee, 

• 99 

7 

4 

0 


Poonassa, 

• 99 

26 

8 

0 


Moondee, 

• 99 

26 

7 

0 


Asseer, 

* 99 

1,236 

15 

6 


Peeplode, 

• 99 

911 

5 

0 


Bhamghur, . . 

• 99 

156 

1 

0 

2,462 14 9 


Total, 2,971 15 9 
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3 By the above specification it appears that in three of the eight 
British districts Rs. 509-1 is the balance; and that Scindiah’s balances 
are, in seven out of ten districts, managed by us. 


4. It IS satisfactory to find Lieutenant Keatinge recording that the 
value of the system of village settlement, which was introduced with 
some reluctance, is becoming more appreciated by the people, and that 
there is punctuality in the payment of the Government demand 


5. It must be a work of time to change the habits and to bring a 
class of cultivators, like Bheel, Bhelalah and Gonds, to give up their 
love of change and fancied olyections to particular sites. The instance 
given by Lieutenant K.eatingc in para. 5, is strongly corroborative of 
what I have before written of the almost unaccountable impulses which 
lead these people to quit a spot on which they have expended their 
laboi and energy, if not their little hoard. By patience and tact, their 
confidence may he obtained ; but until that is accoinj)lished our hold on 
them will be slight. 


G. The increase of ploughs in Poonassa is a satisfactory criterion, 
coupled with the fact of two new villages having been established. 

7. Lieutenant Keatinge’s observations of the necessity for the 
local olTiccrs constantly moving about these jungly wild districts, are 
worthy of attention, the actual revenue duty is doubtless trilling, I)ut 
the importance of the charge is of a higher order than the mere collect- 
ing of a tax : it mainly lies in recovering and reclaiming a people, and 
for this duty an aptitude and experience are, though they need not be a 
■line qua non, required in tho mere tax gatherer of a settled district. 

8. I beg to recommend that the establishment proposed in paras. 
10 and 12 may be confirmed. By this re-organization the monthly cost 
will be 449 Rupees instead of Rupees 410-8, the one at present sanc- 
tioned by Government. 

9. In paras. 13 to 17 Lieutenant Keatinge details his experiment of 
making the iron ore at Poonassh, I question whether Poonassa will 
ever be the locality at w'hich great iron works will be erected, for the 

EEE 2 
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best iron is procurable on the opposite or north bank of the Nerbudda 
at Chandghur ; on this subject I have the honor to append a letter from 
Mr. A. Jacob, who made a survey and report (published by the Bombay 
Government No. XIV. new series). 

10. It is however for His Honor to determine the e.xtent of encourage- 
ment which shall be given to Lieutenant Keatinge’s experiment. 

1 1. In regard to the fort of Sindwah I must state, that a reference 
from the Government of India, regarding its transfer to Maharajah 
Holkar, has been for some time before the Home Government. 

12. All we hold is the fort with 2,000 yards which were ceded by 
treaty; the population is not 150 souls; the cost of maintaining this 
unhealthy post is excessive ; the political necessity which forced it has 
passed away ; and as the whole surrounding country, for miles, is in the 
Holkar territory, there seems no advantage to us now to occupy this 
ruinous spot, when we can secure all we require by the management of 
the tolls on the Agra and Bombay Road. 

13. As the orders of the Home Government must soon be received, 
I would not suggest any expense being incurred on account of the fort, 
and would leave the arrangements as at present. 

14. In para. 19th Lieutenant Keatinge proposes a remission of 
Rs. 60 per annum, in consideration of the water not being drawn below 
a certain level. 1 beg to support this proposal, as it will secure the pre- 
servation of water in the tank. 

• 

15. Lieutenant Keatinge solicits an aid from Government to the 
extent of 1000 Rupees to complete an aqueduct, by which the town 
of Mundlaisir will be supplied throughout the year with an abundance 
of water. 

16. Lieutenant Keatinge has so fully stated the difficulties he has 
experienced and the labor he has expended on this work, the importance 
of which to the town of Mundlaisir I^now to be infinite, that I trust 
his application will be favourably received by the Lieutenant Governor. 
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17. A great deal has been done in road making within the limits of 
the province, which is owing entirely to Lieutenant Keatinge’s personal 
supervision and exertions. 

18. The statement of old irrecoverable balances, amounting to Rs. 
4,720-0-6 is submitted; and as there is no hope of their recovery, 1 beg 
sanction to their being written off the public accounts; sanction is also 
solicited to an expenditure, amounting to Rs. 800-15-5 on small public 
works executed during the year, a detail of which is also appended. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

R. HAMILTON, 

Agent Governor General. 

Agency Office, Indore, 
the %th Sept. 1856. 
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From 

Lieut. Coe. A. JACOB, b. a. 

Assistant Engineer and Geologist, 

B, B. and Central India Railway Company. 

To 

Sir R. N. C. HAMILTON, Bart. 

Agent to the Governor General jor Central India. 

Indore^ the September 1 655. 

Sir, 

I beg to send you a tracing of the line surveyed by Mr. Mac- 
Mahon from the Banglee Ghat into the iron districts of the Nerbudda. 

By reference to it you will see that all the valuable mines being at 
the north bank of the river, it would not be necessary to continue the 
line across the river, unless it were intended for other purposes than a 
mineral railway. 

I recommended Poonassa as the site for the manufacture of iron, 
chiefly because I was of opinion that a line of railway from the Taptee 
valley would pass its vicinity. 

Chandgurh, Candcoot and the intervening country, contain the rich- 
est ores I have met in India, and in the greatest profusion. The lime- 
stone is near Poonassa, but by making a fair weather road, crossing the 
Nerbudda at Sacur, where its breadth in the cold weather is but 52 
(fifty-two) feet, a sufficient quantity might be brought over during low 
water season to last for the year. By this road 1 had previously pro- 
posed that the iron ore should be brought from the north bank of the 
river to Poonassa. 

The finest timber for smelting purposes may be had in abundance at 
the mines, and for many miles all round. 

1 have &c., 

A. JACOB, B. A. 

la/ Assistant Engineer and Geologist, 
B. B. and Central India Railway Company. 
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From 


To 


No. 133 OF 1856. 

« 

Lieut. R. H. KEATINGE. 

Political Assistant in Nimar, 

Sir ROBERT HAMILTON. Bart. 

Agent Governor Generaljor C. I. Indore. 


Nimar PolUical Agency^ 2,^th AuguH 1855. 


Year. 

Govt. 

dem«nd. 

Collec- 

tion!. 

Per Centagt 
of collec- 
tions. 

1852-53 

1,83»146 

1,78,969 

2.3 

1853-54 

1,85,334 

1,80,616 

2.4 

1854-55 

\,71,«38 

1,68,666 

1.2 


Sir, 

I have the honor to transmit the Annual 
Jummabundee Return for the province of Ni- 
mar for the Sumbut 191 1, A. D. ISSl-SS. 

2. The smallness of the G overnment de- 


wah, by far the richest in nuiiai, ^ 

management, and to the Abcaree contracts having been unusually small 

(luring the year under report, 

3 So many subjects of interest have been separately reported on 

..ithinthe mouths, that them isb„. Uttloof intsrest nou to 

record. 

4 The state of the pergunnahs • already settled continues most 

The ftrong pmjudice. evinced by ^ny ot the 
Mople to the system of village settlement are disappoamg 
2, th^ todnence of the liberal assessment tvhich they 

enjoy and t e impression indeed seems general, that Go- 

mendableregu arity. T ? . j now listen to any 

vemment having made large remissiui. 

excuse for non payment of the remaining revenue. 

5. But whilstldwell 

:h:,:°:!^;SyT,;"m‘"™hersof pe^^^^ stilliuthe province 



400 


REPORT FOR 18d4-5d ON THE 


who are ready to give up their fields and leave their villages on the least 
whim. 

You are aware that a party of six Rohillas from the Nizam’s terri- 
tories encamped one evening at Mouzah Ningah, pergunnah Attode, 
a place in the jungle, inhabited principally by Bheelalas : during the 
night two of the Rohillas were murdered by their companions, and 
thrown into a dry well near the village ; but the criminals in no way 
interfered with the villages, and decamped before daylight in the morn- 
ing ; two of the criminals were caught, and five of the villagers attended 
kutcherry as witnesses. The case was waiting for their arrival, so they 
were dismissed after a detention of some five hours, and were paid for 
their march to head quarters and back ; and before they left I talked 
to them for some time about the state of the village, as it was situated 
in a very out of the way place. They appeared quite happy and content- 
ed, and glad not to have been long kept from their houses. 

It was with great surprize that a few days after, I received a report 
that the whole of the inhabitants, including the Patel, had deserted the 
village ; my first impression was that they must have experienced some 
annoyance from the police during the investigation consequent on the 
murder ; but after making minute enquiries I can find no trace of any 
such misconduct, but it seems that they made the unluckiness of the 
event their excuse. The Government demand of the village was but 
Rupees 68. 

6. In Tuppa Goordwauah also two villages of Gonds paid up their 
revenue and crossed the Taptee into Berar, without any reason but the 
love of change. The loss of revenue is not worth mentioning, being 
but Rupees 40. 

7. Poonassa, and the villages around it, seem to progress in a very 
satisfactory manner ; the number of ploughs in operation are reported 
at 1560, and the number of villages 157, the former being 57 and the 
latter 2 in excess of last year. 

8. Subgaun Poornee, a district containing 73 square miles, has been 
added to the Poonassa district this y-ear by transfer from Hoshungabad, 
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it is nearly all jungle except Poornec, which is in some places cultivated 
hut is in Jahgeer to Wittoojee Dalvee! The district of Poonassa is 
now composed as follows : 



Names of Pergunnah.s. 

Number of 
square 

Number of 
Inhubitunts. 

Number of 
Inhubitunts 
to square 
miles. 

Number of 
Villages 
inhabited. 

Gross 

revenue 

demand. 


142 

4,41.5 

31 

44 

1,419 

2 Soolgaun, 

lOl 

6,263 

62 

41 

3,437 


66 

1,477 

223 

21 

882 


57 

3,793 

665 

29 

3,661 

5 Jubgam Poornee, 

73 

unkn 

own 

22 

56 

Total,.. .. 

1,3!) 

•• 

- 

137 

9,488 


0 The revenue duties of this district are of course very light 
though most of the villages are under Klialsa management. But the 
duties ol general superintendence arc by no means equally easy to con- 
duct The inhabitants who are principally Bhecls, Bhcelalas and 
Gonds, require constant vigilance to keep them in moderate order-a 
drunken fight, a quarrel amongst the women, or some disagreement 
with the Patail, are enough to make the people at a day’s notice desert 
a village which it has taken five years to put into order; and in such 
circumstances it is only by the Kamavisdar immediately riding to the 
pot that the mischief is prevented ; all ordinary laws are msuflic.e, t in 
hese instances, and to tell them to bring the case to ku cherry is use ess. 
iVseem amongst these people to be a point of honor to leave a village 

where hey consider that they have been insulted; and. if the quarrel is 
where they though they have a good crop nearly 

""‘w Aelcaperi sLh circumstance., added to the great distance 
S Ac v ulges tL one another, and from Head Onarters render .. 
11.4-ces«ry that the Kan, avMar Aonldhe .man of attarnments. 

integrity and personal activity. 

T , * , 0,1 An these 'particulars before bringing to your 

A~"t “.A of the eetahhahment for Ac administraUon of 
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this district, and making a proposition for its re-distribution, which the 
altered circumstances of the cotintry render necessary. 


Present Establishment as sanctioned 
by Government. 

! 

l Present Establishment as it is now 
distributed. 

Proposed Establishment. 

Poonassa. 

Katnasdar, allowance^ 
in lieu of Batta, ^ ^ 

1 Karcoon, 20 

2 Burkundazesat4 Rs. ) ^ 

each, 3 

Servants,.. •• •• 4 

Stationery and oil, . . 5 

Total, .. 62 

Poonassa. 

1 Kamasdar, .. .. 115 

1 Karcoon,.. .. .. 20 

1 Ditto, 7 

2 Burkiindazes at 4 Rs. > 

^ each, J ^ 

Servants, . . . . , , 4 

Stationery and oil, . . 5 

Total,.- 1.50 

Poonassa. 

1 Kamasdar, .. .. 100 

1 Karcoon, 20 

1 Ditto, 10 

2 Burkundazes at 5 Rs. > 

each, 3 

4 Ditto at 4 Rs. each, 10 

Servants, . • , . • • 4 

Paper and oil, . . 0 

Total,.. 166 

Syllanee and Attode. 

Kamasdar, . . . . 40 

2 Karcoons at 15 Rs,> 

each, S 

1 Ditto, 10 

] UufFadar, . . . . 7 

3 Burkundazes at 5 Rs, } , _ 

ead>, ; 

8 Ditto, at 4 Rs. each, 32 

Servants,.. .. 3 

Stationery and oil, , . 8 J 

Total,.. 145^ 

Syllanee. 

1 Karcoon,.. .. ,, 20 

1 Ditto, 10 

1 Duffadar, 7 

2 Burkundazes at 5 Rs.) 

each, 3 

6 Ditto at 4 Rs. eadh, 24 

Servants, . . . . 2 

Stationery and oil, , . 8} 

Total,.. 81 A 

Syllanee, 

1 Mahal kurry, .. .. 30 

1 Karcoon,.. ,. ,. 15 

1 Dufiadar 8 

2 Burkundazes at 5 Rs. 1 

each, / 

4 Ditto, at 4 Rs. each, 16 

Servants, 2 

Oil and paper, .. 4 

Total, , . 85 

At lode. 

1 Karcoon, 15 

,1 Burkundaz, .. .. 5 

2 Ditto, at 4 Rs.each, 8 

Paper and oil 1 

Total, .. 29 

Attode, 

1 Karcoon, 10 

1 Burkundaz, .. .. 5 

1 Ditto, 4 

Paper and oil 1 

Total, .. 20 

Moondee. 

1 Kamasdar, • • . . 40 

1 Karcoon, 20 

1 Ditto, 10 

3 Burkundazesat 5 Rs.> 
each, S ^ 

5 Ditto, at 4 Rs. each, 20 

Servants, , . . . , , 3 

Stationary and oil. . • 5 

Total,.. 113 

Moondee. 

1 Karcoon 15 

1 Ditto, 10 

3 Burkundazes at 5 Rs. > , _ 
each, . S ^ 

5 Ditto, at 4 Rs. each, 20 

Servants, . . . . 3 

Paper and oil,. . .. 5 

Total, . . 68 

Moondee. 

1 Mahalkurry, .. .. 30 

1 Karcoon, 15 

2 Burkundazes at 5 Rs. 1 . q 

each, J 

4 Ditto, at 4 do. 16 

Servants, . . •• 2 

Paper and oil, . • 3 

Total, . . 76 
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Present Establishment as sanctioned 
by Government. 

Present Ehtablishment as it is now 
distributed. 

Proposed Establishment. 

Juhgam and Poornee, 

None. 

Total, 320i 

Add the pay of Poll.*! 
Assistant Slierista- > 90 
dar, ( 

Total, .. 410J 

Juhgam and Poornee. 

None. 

I V ^ Total, .. 337i 

1 Karcoon for writing) 
the Mundlaisir re- > 15 
gistcr of cases, j 

1 Acting Political Assist 
tant Sheristadar, y 

Total, .. 412J 

Juhgam and Poornee. 

2 Burkiindazos at 4 Rs 1 

each, 1 ^ 

Add Slieristadar’s pay, 90 

Total, .. 149 

• 


The pay of the Sheristadar is added to this statement, as Naroo Biccajee 
the Sheristadar is in charge of the district, and Ashruffally Khan the 
Kamasdar of Syllanee is acting as Sheristadar, this arrangement was 
sanctioned by Government in letter No. 3225, October 16th 1850 
para. 12. ’ ’ 

1 1. The acting Sheristadar only receives R.s. 60 a month, and I pro- 
pose to continue the arrangement paying Rs. 15 to Naroo Biccajee, and 
Rs. 15 to the registered Karcoon, as at present. 

12. I trust this arrangement which is rendered necessary by the pro- 
gress of this pergunnah, will receive the sanction of Government, as it 
only entails an expenditure of Rs. 38 per men.sem, and of course some 
increase of establishment must take place, as the pergunnahs formerly 
uninhabited are brought under the plough. 

13 . In the last annual report I stated that a gang of prisoners were 
located in the Poonassa fort for the purpose of making iron by the native 
method. The work has since continued uninteruptedly, but as I made 
no particular application for sanction, all the expenditure has been on 
iny own responsibility, and I was unwilling to enter the accounts at 
first in the prison expenditure. 

14. The work is not, and, whilst conducted as it now is, never will 
be, properly remunerative, but if will entail no money loss; and the 
people are getting more and more accustomed to the maiiipulation. 

FFF 2 
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15. The reason that the work does not pay is, that the ore and 
the peculiar earth for plastering the furnaces has to be brought a dis- 
tance of fourteen miles from across the Nerbudda at a most difficult 
crossing, but the benefit to the town of Poonassa is very great. The 
want of these jungle towns is population, and the 30 or 40 prisoners, 
and the other workmen required for the manufactiire, form a nucleus 
round which many gather. The establishment kept up in consequence 
of this work is about as follows. 

1 Carcoon on Rs. 15 a month; Bhcel corps guard, 1 Ilavildar and 12 
sepoys. 20 Police corps, and burkundaz for this and the other duties of 
the town. 20 workmen for cutting wood and burning charcoal (the latter 
by contract) and 8 hired carts for bringing ore, besides Government 
carts. 


16. Hut though the profits are so small that in a year the expendi- 
ture for the first establishment of the work has not been (piite repaid, 
yet it will soon be so, and I would now recpiest sanction to incorporate 
the accounts in that of the jail manufiicture and continue the work ; a 
detail of expenditure is annexed. 

17. There is no doubt that if prison labour was entirely dispensed 
with, and a manufactory established on the spot where the ore is, (in the 
jungle,) it would repay itself very soon ; and as the people of tlie estab- 
lishment would be dependent on Poonassa for supplies, the benefit to 
that town wmuld be almost the same, but then it would require an 
expenditure of Rupees 500 a month. I would most gladly under- 
take to establish such works, and with the present call for iron in India, 
even a small manufactory on the native system would be useful, as 
perhaps opening the way to better things, besides settling a deserted 
])ergunnah. 

18. The Fort of Scindwah, on the Bombay and Agra Road, has been 
added to this agency by transfer from the Bombay presidency ; it is a 
large beautifully built enclosure, and should, in my opinion from its 
position, be kept in an habitable state, as it might in disturbed times 
become extremely useful. The establishment consists of — 
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1 Killadar, 

1 llavildar, 

1 Naique, 

5 Sowars at 12 Rs. each, 
19 Peadas at 5 ditto, 

18 Ditto, at 4 ditto. 


10 

7 

10 

60 

95 

72 


lotal,. 




The sowars and sepoys guard tlie fort and patrol the road to the Scind- 
wah Ghat, furnishing also detached chowkies. I should wish to be allowed 
to absorb three men on Rs. 5, and make the Killadar’s pay up to Rs ‘>0 

and have 5 Rupees for oil, paper, tkc, the three men will not be mu'ch 
missed. 


19. I addressed yon on the 10th December 1853, in letter No. Ml, 
on the subject of the water-rent of Rs. 200 taken from the cultivators 
of Mundlaisir for the use of the water of the Muudlaisir Tank, and pro- 
posed that it should be reduced to Rs. 1 10, in consideration of which 
the cultivators were to draw off no water below the level of the step in 
the bund known as the “ kuska.” The matter was not then dclinitely 
settled, but I have now the honor to renew the application, as the whole 
of the water being drawn off for the purposes of irrigation is very ob- 
jectionable ; the remission is of course recpiested for the term of the 
present settlement. A copy of my letter alluded to is annexed. 

20. I reported to you in No. 95 of 1853 that Ilecr Lall Seit, a rich 
merchant, had given a sum of Rs. 3,500 for the pin pose of constructing 
an aqueduct to supply the Town of Mundlaisir with water during the 
rains, when the Nerbudda water becomes extremely muddy; I at once 
undertook the work, but regret to report with a very poor success. My 
failure has been caused by my not calculating on the great jjorousness 
of the earthen pipes I employed; and the conseijuence is that the water 
only comes half way, and I have expended all the money ; a large part 
of the piping will have to be taken up again and laid down with a greater 
diameter and a better slope, and for this purpose I now have to re(|uest 
sanction to expend Rs. 1000. I cannot detail the laliour and trouble 1 
have wasted on this work, and the mortification I have suffered from 
my want of success; but I believe I may safely say, that it is the only 
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Engineering work I have failed in, out of a good many 1 have construct- 
ed in Nimar. 

21. The road fund operations have this year been more extended 
than on most previous ones, but have not been of a nature to afford 
matter for interesting report. The whole road fromBorehanpoor to the 
top of the Simrolc Ghat is now more or less a pucca road, and a great 
part of it is, I may fairly say, as good as is ever to be found in the 
Mofussil. 

22. A piece of the road about 5 miles long, which passes through 
His Highness Holkar’s country, is about the most expensive to make on 
the line, as it is all over black soil ; but His Highness Holkar has pro- 
mised to provide funds for metalling it during the ensuing season. 

23. All the portion of the road in our territory which was unmade, 
has been made and “ morumed” this year ; and 15 works of masonry 
constructed, of which most are small retaining walls, but 5 are wooden 
bridges, and one large stone bridge is still unfinished. 

24. This road is, from the top of the Simrole Ghat to Borehanpore, 
97 miles, and all is now morumed except the 5 miles in His Highness 
Holkar’s country alluded to in para 21. 

There have been constructed, 

Masonry Bridges, (and one large one unfinished.) . . . . 3 


Wooden Bridges with masonry piers, 25 

Masonry retaining walls, ^ 49 

Embankments with small masonry drains, 2 


Total, . . 79 

25. A branch road from the unfinished bridge over the Abnah to 
Pundanah, the chief grain mart in British Nimar, is now under construc- 
tion, and I await anxiously your next visit, to show you a site where I 
propose bridging the Sooktah river ; but it will be so heavy a work as 
to require some aid from Government, and from the Sooktah bridge a 
road to Kundwah should be commenced, which wouM form part of the 
line from Hurda to Borehanpoor. 
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26. The accompanying statement* of irrecoverable Land Revenue 
for Sumbut 1910, A. D. 185.3-54, amounting to Rupees 4,720-0-6, is here- 
by submitted, and I trust that sanction to write off the amount will be 
granted. The balance is only for Khalsa pergunnahs, the new settle- 
ment villages have all paid up in full. 

27. I beg to submit for sanction a list of small works executed 
during the year amounting to Rs. 800-15-5, and I trust the expenditure 
will receive the sanction of Government. 

I have the honor to be, &c, 

R. H. KEATINGE, 
Political Agent in Nimar. 

Nimar Political Agency, 

Mundlaisir, the IQth August, 1855, 


No. 141 of 1853. 


From 


Lieut. R. II. KEATINGE, 

Political Assistant in Nimar. 


To 


Sir ROBERT HAMILTON Bart., 

Resident at Indore. 


Nimar Agency., lOfA December 1853. 


Sir, 


'in the settlement of pergunnah Kusrawud, sanctioned by Go- 
vernment in letter No. 2858, dated 12th August 1851, the jumma of 
Kusba Mundlaisir is settled at Rs. 1,502, including Rs. 200 for the use 
of the water in the tank at that place. At the time this arrangement was 

made it was hoped that more water would remain in the tank than m 
made. It was nop consequence is, that the cultivators dram 

Kylrend of Novomber, and no water h left for genend purpotes dor- 

iqg the hot season. , 


. from .hi. coUtction, .ho deUlI. no. Wng of .ny 
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2. On the completion of the aqueduct now in course of construction, 
this tank will aid in the supply ; it is therefore very desirable, that some 
water should remain in it all the year round. 

3. With the full consent of the cultivators I have now the honor to 
propose, that Government should relinquish the sum of Rs. 60 per an- 
num of the revenue of the tank, fi.xing the demand on it at Rs. 140 per 
annum. The cultivators on their part agreeing not to draw off any water 
under the level of a step in the masonry bund known as the “ kuska". 
No land will fall out of cultivation, as the tank water is only used as an 
auxiliary to the wells. 

4. Wliilst on the subject, I may mention, that I am sanguine of 
having the aqueduct in operation at the end of next March. 

1 have &c., 

R. H. KEATINGE, 

Political Assistant in Nirnar- 

Nimar Political Agency, 

Mundlaisir, the 10/4 Hec. 1853. 
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. KEATINGE, 

Political Asgiatant in Nimar. 





revenue administration op NIHAR. 4J 

No. 2 193 A of 1855. 

From 

W. MUIR, Esq., 

Secretary to Govt, of the N. W. P. 

To 

Sir R. HAMILTON, Baronet, 

Agetit Governor General for Central India. 

Head Quarters, the 3rrf October 1855. 

Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
8th ult. No. 1520, forwarding .the Nimar Jummabundec for the year 
1911 Sumbut, 1854-55; and in reply to communicate the following 
orders. 


p»ra.4ofConir't.ietter. 2. The report here given of the continued regu- 
larity of the payment of the assessed jumma, and of the gradual disap- 
pearance of the prejudices which were at first felt against the plan of 
village settlement, is very satisfactory. 

Par«. r. 3. The Lieutenant Governor entirely concurs in the great 
importance in so partially reclaimed a country, of constant inspections 
by the officer in charge. 


Para. 8. 

Former, 

PropoBed, 


4. His Honor sanctions the proposed establishment for the 
J * administration of Nimar, at a monthly cost of * 

— Rs. 449, as proposed by Lieutenant Keatinge. 


Para.. 9. and 10 . 5. The Lieutenant Governor does not think it necessary 

that the production of iron in this district should be unduly fostered, 
without the prospect of a commercial return, by eff'orts on the part of 
Government. The only permanent motive to increased manufacture 
must be the amount of profit to be derived from it. At the same time, 
the Lieutenant Governor has -no objection to the continuance of Lieu- 
tenant Keatinge’s experimental >frorks, upon a small scale, with the view 
of introducing locally, amongst the people of that quarter, an improved 
mode of preparing iron. 
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Para. 11 . 6. Youp ppoposal to defcp the consideration of Lieutenant 
Keatinffe’s recommendations regarding the fort of Sindwah, pending the 
tormiiiation of negotiations for the transfer of this fort to Maharajah 
Ilolkar, is approved. 

Pan,. 14. 7. The remission of Rs. 00 per annum on account of water 
rout for the Mundlaisir tank is approved, on the condition that no water 
shall be drawn off from it after subsidence of its level to the point men- 
tioned. 


Para. 15. 8. Ilis Hoiior autliorizcs a disbursement of 1000 Rs. for the 
completion of an aqueduct for the town of Mundlaisir, chargeable to the 
• revenues of the district. 

0. With reference to para. 17, 1 am desired to request that you will 
call upon Lieut. Kcatinge to furnish, for the information of the Lieut. 
Governor, a map showing the various roads in the district, distinguishing 
main routes of general tralTic from mere local lines. 

10. In para 24 of his report Lieut. Kcatinge states that the road 
from Boorhanpore to the Simrole Ghat is 97 miles in length, of which 
“all is now morumed except the 5 miles in Holkar’s country.” So great 
an extent of metalled road has not, the Lieut. Governor believes, been 
constructed in any other district from local funds. A farther report is 
requested on the subject, stating the entire cost of this work, and the 
yearly expense incurred, or likely to be incurred in future, for its repair. 

para 18. U. The rcmlssion of the irrccovcrable Outstanding balaiices, 

amounting to Rs. 4,720-0-G, is sanctioned ; and the expenditure of R.s. 
800-15-5,011 small public works during the year, is authorized. 

I have the honor to be, &c, 

W. MUIR, 

1 ^ Sect/, to GmU oj the N, W. P. 

Jleaa Quarters, 

the '.h d October, 1855. 
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